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  A significant place where disciples are made 2021 

Greetings Aldersgate family, 
 
It seems that the older I get, the more I learn to love my dad for who he was; not for who I 
thought he should have been. He was always a good man – a hard worker, volunteer, churchgoer, 
and provider. But growing up, I thought I needed more from him – more hugs, more tenderness, 
more lets-sit-down-and-talk-about-our-feelings. But, that wasn’t who my dad was and sometimes 
I felt disappointed, I compared him to others, blamed some of my life choices on my perception 
that he wasn’t “there” enough. 
  
But the truth is, God knew long before we showed up on this earth that we’d be family. God knew 
that my dad’s strengths and struggles would come together with my own to create a relationship, 
and it would be a journey, and if we allowed it, we’d both benefit from it. God would use those 
things to grow us more and more into the people God created us to be. 
  
Through the years, I’ve come to realize that my Dad did the 
very best he could with what he had at the time as a father 
and that he was a great dad. And I’ve discovered how deeply 
he cared for me (quirks and all!) even if he showed it in  
different ways than I do. In addition, I know that my kids will 
experience the very same things with me. 
  
There are all kinds of fathers, and yours may be a whole  
different story. But there is one thing they all share: No matter 
what their personalities, gifts, struggles, circumstances… every 
one of them is called to live God’s way. And when they do, 
their families are blessed, communities are strengthened, and a ripple effect of goodness happens 
in the world. 
  
It's hard to believe my dad’s been gone for 16 years this year, but his mark is clearly upon me and 
countless others. 
  
Happy Fathers Day to my dad in heaven and all the “dads” in my life! 
 
 
Blessings, 

 Pastor Chris 
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From Your Lay Leaders 
        Anne Murray and Sharon Owens 
              layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 
 Summer is Here! This year, as we are moving out of the months-long pandemic,  
summer is more welcome than ever. We recognize everyone will be looking to travel 
and participate in activities that we weren’t able to do so easily last summer.  

Historically, attendance at Church falls off during the summer as we are all enjoying the long, warm days. This year, 
that doesn’t mean you have to miss attending Church! We will be continuing our live broadcasts of both services, so 
you can still connect when travelling. Of course, we would love to see as many as possible attend in person! It is  
important to remember that the Church’s financial obligations don’t take a vacation. Please remember to give  
faithfully, either by mail, online, in-person, or text.  

Enjoy your summer and we hope we’ll see you in the pews! 

Rummage Sale Update - Mark your 2022 Calendars Now! 

Pandemic Life is awakening to a new phase and we have high hopes that we will be able to 
hold our 2022 Rummage Sale the Saturday after Easter, which will be April 24th. We will let 
you know at the end of this year what our plans will be to collect more donations for that 
event. For now, we don't have space to accept additional donations. 
 
We asked in the January Messenger whether people were interested in trying to hold an outdoor flea market event this 
summer to sell some of our already-gathered wares. Not surprisingly, we did not get much response - I think all of us 
want time to relax after the challenging year we have had, so we will not be pursuing that. 
 
But there is good news! As you know, the Trustees and Staff have been hard at work during the past year repairing and 
updating the offices. Various items of furniture and even artwork from our Rummage Sale stash could be used to fill their 
needs, so no money had to be spent at all to refurnish the office spaces. That is another way to benefit the church from 
our 2019 donations. 

Greetings and best wishes to you all from your Rummage Sale Co-chairs, 
Chris Burket, Stacie DiGiacoma, Nancy Hough 

In-Person Worship Update 

 
As CDC and the state of Delaware continue to lift COVID restrictions, 

Aldersgate continues to welcome all to in-person worship. We do ask 

that you continue wearing masks inside the church and  that you  

check-in with Susan Schranck for attendance. Registration and  

checking temperature will no longer be required. We also hope that 

all who are eligible have been fully vaccinated. The Live Streaming of 

the services will continue. We hope to see you soon as your comfort 

level permits. 

 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Note from Pastor Rob 
McFarland 
 
 
 

 
 
 

What a blessing it is to serve Aldersgate!  God is pouring out 
His blessings here, and He is doing the same for me and my 
family.  As you may have read in this newsletter, I will  
officially be serving in the capacity of Associate Pastor for 
Music and Worship, as appointed by the Bishop.  God has 
had me on the path toward pastoral ministry for many 
years, and this has culminated in my coming participation in 
the Pen-Del Conference’s Local Pastor’s License school, and 
the granting of my License to Preach by our Bishop at the 
end of June. Mandy and I are excited and blessed to be able 
to serve Aldersgate in this capacity. 
  
In regards to my role at the church, there will be some  
additions to my responsibilities, as well as some new ways 
in which I can serve the congregation, and Pastor Chris.  I 
will continue in my role as director of music ministries,  
leading the Journey Band, Chancel Choir, and Gateway  
Ringers, overseeing the age-level music ministries, and  
producing the Arts @ Aldersgate series.  I will also take on 
the role of director of media ministry, working with our 
team of volunteers to create an audio, visual, and lighting  
presentation that enhances our worship experience each 
week.  Additionally, I will be taking on the role of staff  
liaison to the Worship Committee, working with Amy 
Honisch and her team to continue to support the worship 
services through the various functions of the comittee.   
Finally, with the authority granted by our SPRC, our Bishop, 
and Pastor Chris, I will be able to serve in all the basic  
functions of UMC Pastoral ministry, including preaching, 
teaching, baptism, confirmation, weddings, memorial  
services, and the Lord’s Supper.  As a Licensed Local Pastor, 
I will have authority to do these only within the context of 
the church to which I am appointed, in this case, 
Adersgate.  However, I will not be subject to the “itinerant 
system”, the process by which ordained pastors are moved 
between congregations, so, prayerfully, I will serve in this 
role at Aldersgate for many years to come! 
  
I love my church!  I look forward to continuing to Gather, 
Grow, and Go together! 
  
-Pastor Rob 

SPRC Welcomes Rob McFarland to  

Expanded Role 

 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is delighted to  
announce that Rob McFarland will be taking on an  
expanded role at Aldersgate as our Associate Pastor for 
Music and Worship beginning July 1, 2021.  Rob has 
served as our Director of Music since 2018. For some 
time, God has been calling Rob to become a clergy  
person in the United Methodist Church and to expand 
his ministry work at Aldersgate.  Rob discussed his desire 
to increase his role and responsibilities with Pastor Chris 
and the SPRC, and the SPRC enthusiastically embraced 
the proposal, which we believe will benefit Aldersgate in 
numerous ways.  We worked with Rob to refine the  
responsibilities of the proposed new position, and sought 
and obtained support for the proposal from the Lead 
Team and the Worship Committee. Our District  
Superintendent, Reverend Joseph Archie, also approved 
Rob taking on this new role, and Rob will be appointed to 
serve Aldersgate in a pastoral capacity effective July 1.  
Rob will be attending licensing school to obtain his  
Pastoral License and will work toward obtaining full  
status as a Licensed Local Pastor.  

In his new role, Rob will continue to report to Pastor 
Chris and, importantly, will continue his responsibilities 
as Director of Music, coordinating our traditional and 
contemporary music ministries, including serving as  
director of the Chancel Choir and leader of the Journey 
Band.  He will also be taking over responsibility for  
coordinating our Media Ministries and audio visual  
aspects of our services, as well as developing and  
executing the Arts at Aldersgate program.  In his Pastoral 
role, Rob will be taking on greater responsibilities  
assisting Pastor Chris and Pastor Tony in our services, 
and he will be able to perform the Sacraments of  
Baptism and Holy Communion, as may be assigned by 
Pastor Chris. Rob will serve as staff leader of the Worship 
Committee, working in conjunction with the Committee 
Chairperson, and will be our staff liaison to all  
worship-related ministries, including Ushers, Greeters, 
and Liturgists. 

We are so pleased that Rob has answered God’s call to 
serve Christ in this new and increased role at Aldersgate, 
and we know this change will enhance Aldersgate’s  
ministry in so many ways.   

Mike Pittenger for SPRC 

Rob and his son, Camden and wife, Mandy 
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Congratulations! 

On May 24, Pentecost Sunday, three 

confirmands were welcomed as  

members of Aldersgate and one as an 

Associate Member.  Two of the  

Confirmands were baptized: Abby 

McFarland  and Liam Snyder.  Liam’s  

baby brother, Ewan McFarland was also  

baptized. Welcome to our newest  

members. 

Anna Maansson, Abby McFarland, 

Pastor Chris, Alexander Maynard 

and Liam Snyder 
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       Hello Everyone! 

 I pray that you all have been enjoying the Spring weather! We have certainly been staying busy at Aldersgate DE 
Student Ministries & Young Adult Ministries. We have celebrated Graduation Sunday, Confirmation Sunday, service  
projects, and have resumed in-person activities. We have many fun and growth-oriented plans for this summer. Make 
sure to take a look at our summer schedules for both youth and young adults! Keep the young people at our church in 
your prayers as we seek to deepen relationships with the Lord and each other. Check out the pictures below from our  
recent activities and events. We love keeping the youth connected to our church and congregation, you will all be in our 
prayers as well! 

    

                                                                                    
Blessings and Prayers,                                                                         
Emily Green,                                                                    
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

Outdoor Movie Night, Friday, May  14.  
The Youth and Young Adult Ministries sponsored an 

outdoor movie on a beautiful evening in the church 

parking lot. What a great way to see friends and  to 

enjoy a movie.  
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JOIN the Aldersgate Preschool Teaching Team! We are interviewing for 
teachers, assistant teachers and substitute positions while we add  
another class for the fall 2021 and filling up our classes. Contact  
Sharon Jennelly for all the exciting details. 
  
Aldersgate Preschool is enrolling for Fall classes! 
We are enrolling all 18 month, 2-year-old, 3-year-old and PreK children 
for the fall program. To enroll your child: Contact Sharon Jennelly,  
Director to discuss openings and opportunities at Aldersgate. The  
Registration Form and more details are on the Aldersgate Preschool 
Page, www.aldersgatede.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are getting excited for this summer’s VBS 2021!  
Plan on watching the WOW Live premier starting on Saturday June 5th at 1 p.m. every hour and plans to stream till end of 
day Sunday June 6th on Facebook which is designed to “kick off” the WOW VBS! After premiering WOW LIVE 2021 we will 
have information available about the activities when it is convenient for your family or your own safe pod of friends to 
gather in your own backyards and homes anytime that suits your group. 

 
 Check out www.facebook.com/FaithKidzministries and/or www.youtube.com/faithkidztv and this information will 
also be available through the Aldersgate DE Children’s Ministry Facebook group all summer.  

 

 

 

In 1946, 10 acres of land on the Chester River was purchased for $10,000 to offer Christian camp ministry. Since then, Camp 
Pecometh has grown in its capacity to provide Christian hospitality and programming that promote God-inspired, life-changing  
experiences. Thousands of members of our Peninsula-Delaware Conference churches have supported, volunteered and benefitted 
from this ministry. 
 I invite you to join us in celebrating our 75th Anniversary on the evening of June 26, 2021. Festivities will include dinner in the dining 
hall, an Anniversary celebration and our signature Galilean service. The cost is $25 (ages 12+), $15 (ages 6-11) or FREE for age 5 and 
under. 
 Our Anniversary celebration is part of a  Friends and Family Camp Weekend, which offers camp fun to people of all ages. Swimming, 
canoeing/kayaking, challenge course and archery are just a few of the activities. Lodging options include hotel, cabin, RV and tent 
camping accommodations. Don’t miss the fun. 
  

We look forward to seeing you here. Let me know if you have any questions. Thanks!  

http://www.aldersgatede.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FaithKidzministries
http://www.youtube.com/faithkidztv
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!xPoMscklOY6+VseUApjrQoViQZTJfh4bB8Scft5-Yycovre0I1ZeHFVubHf17ekpg
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!zxxiMkoj1LcRqqTNCQiUXyyBktegOIxMtQyO81ga44xBsboAVhxBJ-RCx8NFj1-T0
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Trustee Happenings 

More improvements have been occurring at Aldersgate.  The Library has been moved to the 

Music Director’s Office and Rob McFarland,  Associate Pastor of Music and Worship, has 

moved into the library space. The new library is a comfortable space with the UMW Book 

Shelf, comfortable chairs for reading, a desk  and a round table for small meetings.  

The flower beds have been mulched and are looking beautiful. We hope that you will have an 

opportunity to see all the changes soon. 
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RE-Aldersgating Project: Labyrinth "Archeological" Dig.   

In 2005, a meditation labyrinth was laid in the north lawn where the two 
far benches are located.  You may not know this because it had become 
overgrown and lost amongst the dandelions and grass. A project to RE-
find the labyrinth by exposing the bricks was started in April, and this first 
phase is completed. Thank you Joanne Smeltz, Laura Parrish, Karen Covey
-Moore and Nancy Hough for doing the archeological digging. The  
labyrinth is once again available for meditative walks. 

The next phase will be removing, backfilling and re-seating the sunken 
paver sections. This will be done during the fall. If a Scout would like an 
Eagle project or if you would like to be a part of the phase 2 
"archeological" team, contact Joanne Smeltz (jomarie119@msn.com) 
about work dates.  

Thank You Letter 

from Sunday 

Breakfast Mission 

mailto:jomarie119@msn.com
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Carl Moran      April 11, 2021 

Mark Alford      May 1, 2021 

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield of Delaware is again 
underwriting the cost of a fundraising walk for small 
non-profits. Participating organizations receive 100% 
of the funds they raise. Non-Profits must meet walk 
participation goals as well as raise money, so  
registering to be a virtual walker and donating are 
both important. A "virtual" walk means that you walk 
on your own whenever, wherever and for whatever 
distance you want between now and June 30th. In 
particular, we ask you to consider supporting  
organizations that are missions of our church:   

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County – 
Aldersgate Partners team   
Neighborhood House, Inc. – Aldersgate Partners 
team 
Meals on Wheels - no specific team has been set up -
 maybe you will want to form a team ? 
  
The names of the other 29 agencies can be found on 
the Highmark Walk website. These agencies provide a 
broad array of services to those in need in  
Wilmington and across the state, so take a look for 
other organizations important to you. 

Register today as a walker and/or to donate via the 
website at www.walkforahealthycommunity.org.   

Select Wilmington in the “locations and registrations” 
drop-down menu, then click on “Register” or 

“Donate” to get to the list of organization(s) you wish 
to support.   

 
For more information, contact Nancy 
Hough (houghn1@hotmail.com) 

Anthony & Ann Arrington  June 1 30 years 

James & Shannon Garrity  June 1 19 years 

Jay & Kathleen Doughty  June 3 26 years 

Steven & Sharada Manns  June 3 21 years 

Ron and Dorothy Baughman  June 5 66 years 

Anthony & Deborah Ross  June 5 33 years 

David & Joy Burgomaster  June 6 29 years 

Dan & Anne Murray  June 7 46 years 

Taber & Kyle Smith  June 8 25 years 

Craig & Janice Tunell  June 8 36 years 

Jason & Lyn Bobiak  June 11 27 years 

Barry & Margaret Siple  June 13 62 years 

Brian & Kristin Lefebvre  June 14 18 years 

Jack & Melva Smith  June 17 45 years 

David & Cathy Penkrot  June 20 34 years 

Chris & Christy Pennington  June 22 25 years 

Andrew & Renee Shenk  June 22 25 years 

Mark & Jean Alford  June 23 15 years 

Matthew & Linsey Anderson  June 23 9 years 

William & Barbara Bareford  June 23 59 years 

Bert & Betsy Diemer  June 23 48 years 

Steven & Ohanna Moore  June 23 8 years 

Martin & Peggy Tracy  June 23 48 years 

Larry & Dianne Whittaker  June 23 48 years 

Jon & Barbara Lassiter  June 24 59 years 

David & Sara McFarland  June 24 10 years 

Joseph & Judy Setting  June 25 16 years 

Donald & Linda Moore  June 26 56 years 

Chris & Heather Burket  June 28 13 years 

Paul & Deborah Montigney  June 28 46 years 

Steve & Deborah Davis  June 29 47 years 

Bonnie Rambo & Martin Ollenschleger  June 29 30 years 

For all those celebrating a June anniversary.  
Poem by a 12th Century Nobleman  
True Love is a sacred flame that burns eternally.  
And none can dim its special  glow or change its destiny.  
True Love speaks in tender tones and hears with gentle ear.  
True Love gives with open heart and True Love conquers fear.  
True Love makes no harsh demands. It neither rules nor binds.  
True Love holds with gentle hands the hearts that it entwines.  
You don ’t marry the person you can live with,  
you marry the person you can ’t live without .  

http://www.walkforahealthycommunity.org/
mailto:houghn1@hotmail.com
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UMW Soup-er Bowl 

When a team wins, the coach gets dumped with  
Gatorade. When Aldersgate UMC surpasses its  
Soup-er Bowl Food Drive goal by collecting over 
$5,100, Pastor Chris Pennington gets a Gatorade bath. Donations went to  
Southbridge Neighborhood House, Brandywine Community Church and Jewish 
Family Services Food Pantries. When everyone does a little, we can accomplish a 

lot - and we did! 

 

Mission u 

“Each year, United Methodists prepare for faithful living and action by participating in Mission u, a  
transformative education program that offers study on biblically grounded curricula. These curricula are  
intended to motivate, inform and enrich our commitment to be in ministry for a more just and equitable world, 
locally and globally.” (UMW website)  

This year Mission u will be virtual and is scheduled for  
7/9 and 10,  topic  “Finding Peace in an Anxious World” 
7/23 and 24,  topic  “ Pushout, the Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools” 
8/13 and 14, topic for Youth study “ Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence” 

Look for registration information coming soon. 
 

          UMW Pledges 
 
Since our Epiphany meeting was virtual, you may not have received a 2021 Pledge to Mission Card (below). You 
can still send a completed pledge card to Sharon Owens, Treasurer. Pledge checks may also be sent to Sharon 
Owens. Continue to make a difference in the lives of others by pledging and giving to UWM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in being  a part of  a mission  team going 
to Spirit Lake Ministry Center in North Dakota this 
summer?  Elkton U.M.C. is putting together a team 
to go out to Spirit Lake the first week in  
August.  For more information please contact Judy 
Morton – judymorton1@gmail.com 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leaders’ Message 2 

Rummage Sale Update 2 

Covid Update 2 

SPRC and Pastor Rob McFarland 3 

Confirmation 4 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 5 

Aldersgate Preschool and VBS 6 

2021 Graduates 7 

Trustee Update 8 

Labyrinth Update  9 

Thank You from Sunday Breakfast Mission 9 

HighMark Virtual Walk 10 

Life Celebrations 10 

United Methodist Women 11 

Worship Schedule In-Person and Live Streamed 

Journey Service at 9:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Traditional Service at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 


