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What very strange times we’re living in right now!  

I truly hope that you all are doing OK. In fact, better 
than OK, I hope you’re great! I really miss seeing 
you and hope that we’ll be able to assemble together 
very soon. In that spirit I want you to know that the 
Lead Team has spent time considering what 
reopening will look like. They’re considering what 
changes will need to be made in order that we can 
assemble safely and what procedures need to be 
implemented to maintain a clean and safe facility. 

We should be 
able to share 
with you all very soon the results of those 
conversations. I ask and pray that you be 
patient with us as we navigate what has 
never been navigated before in our church’s 
life. The way we do worship may change as 
well as the way meetings are held. I can 
assure you, though, that each thing we 
embark on will be done with your safety and 
security in mind. I expect that “church” 
won’t ever be the same as it was before 
COVID-19 but I also expect that we can 
make something new and fresh that’s a true 

blessing to all who enter our doors or encounter our ministry online. You are and 
will be a part of how that plays out. Please don’t hesitate to share thoughts or 
feelings about this or anything that relates to our church.  

I’ll leave you with words from Psalm 9: 1-2 “I will thank you, Lord, with all my 
heart; I will talk about all your 
wonderful acts. I will celebrate 
and rejoice in you;    I will sing 
praises to your name, Most 
High.” This is what worship is 
all about! 

Blessings to each of you! 

Pastor Chris 

Mid-week Lex Files virtual lessons 

Thank you, thank you , 

thank you Aldersgate  

members and friends 

for all the support you 

have provided our  

church  during this 

troubling time. 
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                    From Your Lay Leaders 
 

                           Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton 
 

        layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

Another month has passed and we have not been able to gather together for worship at our 
church.  Thankfully many of us have been able to take advantage of  livestreaming of the services at 
11:00 on Sunday mornings.  We all owe a great debt of gratitude to our pastors and all of the others 
who have made those livestreams happen.  Thank you.  Also, you should know that even though they 
have not be able to meet in person, many of the committees of the church have been continuing to 
meet, albeit by teleconference or videoconference.  The work of the church has not been neglected. 

 
There are encouraging signs on the horizon.  Lockdowns and stay at home orders are easing, 

here and across the country.  Plans are being discussed as to how we can resume services at church.  
Obviously, everyone’s safety is the highest priority.  If you have any suggestions, please share them.  
We would be eager to hear them.     

 
    Again, let us affirm that we still need to connect with each other and God through prayer and 

worship.  If you can, please watch the livestream of worship on Sunday mornings until we are able to 
gather again at Aldersgate for worship.  Make an effort to check in with each other on the phone or 
online.  Don’t neglect your own prayer life, and please remember to give.  You can do that online or 
through the mail.     

 
Until the pandemic has abated, please follow all of the recommendations of our public health 

officials for keeping safe, trust in God, and we will all see each other soon in the pews.    

Two suggestions on how to make your charitable contributions go further while still 
claiming the standard deduction on your 2020 tax form 

Use of a relatively simple Qualified Charitable Deduction 

With the recent increase in the standard deduction on your federal income tax form, 
many church goers are finding that they no longer get any tax benefit by donating to 
charities, such as Aldersgate, since it saves them more money by simply  taking the 
standard deduction.  

 However, if you are older than 70 1/2, there is a way to maximize your giving and still take the 
standard deduction. Assuming you have some savings in a standard IRA (no benefit in a Roth IRA), 
you can avoid paying any tax on the withdrawal, by simply TRANSFERRING the money to your 
charity (hopefully Aldersgate). This is called a Qualified Charitable Deduction (QCD).  

Most mutual funds, and we assume most other financial institutions, have a form that you fill out as 
to the amount to give and they will take care of the rest of the transaction. By making your donation 
via this method, you can effectively  give the full amount to the charity, rather than (1) taking the 
money out of the IRA (and thereby paying the 15-25 % or more  tax depending on your tax bracket) 
and then (2) making your contribution. By doing the transfer method, you still can take your 
standard deduction when doing your income taxes. 

If you are 70 1/2 or older, own an IRA, and donate to charity, QCDs may make sense for you; 
consult a tax advisor or your IRA financial institution regarding your specific situation. 

Coronavirus relief bill gives you a $300 tax break for charitable donations. 

A measure in the federal Coronavirus relief bill grants taxpayers an above-the-line deduction for up 
to $300 in charitable donations starting in 2020.  

Normally, you have to itemize deductions to get a tax write-off for charitable donations. In this case, 
the break is available to people who claim the standard deduction, which is $12,400 for singles or 
$24,800 for married-filing jointly in 2020. 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Bette Good passed away on April 17 

Brian Phillips passed away on April 22 

Florence Lombardo passed away on May 7 

Shirley Trostle passed away on  May 17 

Anthony and Ann Arrington        June 1       29 years 

James and Shannon Garrity        June 1        18 years 

Jay and Kathy Doughty                 June 3       25 years 

Steven and Sharada Manns          June 3       20 years 

Ronald and Dorothy Baughman  June 5       65 years 

Anthony and Deborah Ross          June 5       32 years 

David and Joy Burgomaster         June 6       28 years 

Dan and Anne Murray                   June 7       45 years 

Taber and Kyle Smith                    June 8       24 years 

Craig and Janice Tunell                 June 8       35 years 

Jason and Lyn Bobiak                    June 11      26 years 

Brian and Kristin Lefebvre            June 14     17 years 

Charles and Mary Jane Pierce      June 14      6 years 

Jack and Melva Smith                    June 17     44 years 

David and Cathy Penkrot               June 20    33 years 

Chris and Christy Pennington       June 22    24 years 

Andrew and Renee Shenk              June 22    24 years 

Mark and Jean Alford                  June 23    14 years 

Matthew and Linsey Anderson  June 23     8 years 

William and Barbara Bareford   June 23    58 years 

Bert and Betsy Diemer                 June 23    47 years 

Steven and Ohanna Moore          June 23     7 years 

Larry and Dianne Whittaker       June 23   47 years 

Jon and Barbara Lassiter             June 24   58 years 

David and Sara McFarland          June 24     9 years 

Joseph and Judy Setting              June 25    15 years 

James and Christine Wei             June 25   28 years 

Don and Linda Moore                   June 26   55 years 

Chris and Heather Burket            June 28   12 years 

Paul and Deborah Montigney      June 28  45 years 

Steven and Deborah Davis            June 29  46 years 

Bonnie Rambo and  

Martin Ollenschleger                     June 29  29 years 

COVID-19 & Summer Camp 
In accordance with the two-part timeline announced at the beginning of May, the staff and board of 
Camp Pecometh have made the difficult decision to suspend day and overnight camp 
programs for the month of June. 
Due to the amount of lead time required to prepare for summer camp, and because the state of 
Maryland has not yet given camps licenses or guidelines for opening, it is apparent to us that we will 
not be able to offer June programs as scheduled. However, at this time, we are keeping the 
window of opportunity open to the possibility of running a modified program 
schedule for the months of July and August. A final decision will be announced on or around 
June 1. 
For additional information, you may wish to contact their office via this website: 
https://www.pecometh.org/contact?hsCtaTracking=2ec334c2-b3ba-400d-bd53-b4c2429a52c0%7Ca2192275-3d94-4745-bf31-
1982249b095f  

Psalm 46:1 (KJV)  “God is our 
refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.”  Don’t 
Leave Home Without Him. 

https://www.pecometh.org/contact?hsCtaTracking=2ec334c2-b3ba-400d-bd53-b4c2429a52c0%7Ca2192275-3d94-4745-bf31-1982249b095f
https://www.pecometh.org/contact?hsCtaTracking=2ec334c2-b3ba-400d-bd53-b4c2429a52c0%7Ca2192275-3d94-4745-bf31-1982249b095f
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Support our missions at the VIRTUAL Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community! 

For the seventh year, Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield of Delaware is underwriting the cost for small 

non-profits to fundraise through this walk. Participating organizations receive 100% of the 

funds they raise. Non-Profits must meet walk participation goals as well as raise money, so walking 

and donating are both important. A virtual walk means that you walk on your own whenever, wherever 

and for whatever distance you want – even in your living room between now and June 30th. In 

particular, we ask you to support two organizations that are missions of our church:  

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County – Aldersgate Partners team 
Neighborhood House, Inc. – Aldersgate Partners team 
 
The names of the other 28 agencies can be found on the Highmark Walk website. These agencies 

provide a broad array of services to those in need in Wilmington and across the state. 

Register today as a walker and/or to donate via the website at 
www.walkforahealthycommunity.org. 

Select Wilmington in the “locations and registrations” drop-down menu, then click on “Register” or 
“Donate” to get to the list of organization(s) you wish to support.  

For more information, contact Nancy Hough or church office 

     Children’s Ministry 

May this message find you filled with kind people, happy moments, love in your heart, peace in your soul, 
and good health in your body. Children’s Ministry is moving forward with being as safe and healthy as 
possible, especially with our most precious children and families during these uncertain times. Please be on 
the lookout for connections with our church families and our community with the various resources being 
sent by mail, emails, phone calls,  drop offs, videos and our Facebook page. Please reach out and let us know 
if you need anything at all. Please keep in touch with how you and your family can help our church family, 
too!  

Vacation Bible School Update: It has been decided that we will use the Rocky Railway Vacation Bible 
School materials for next summer 2021 when we hopefully can be safely all together!  

Sunday School –We have been offering the Spark -Activate Faith Family Sunday School site each week 
since Easter. We do hope your family continues to find it to be useful in sharing the good news with your 
children.  

l FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL – Full of Bible stories, music, activities and fun! Check it out at- 
Wearesparkhouse.org  

https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/?
fbclid=IwAR2IhqJP3S_TIEbTCANPFamily3tuHv0DegFdoYpZeSbOlKgGzEl15FsqvCIetBrY  

Check out AldersgateDe Facebook page with “Story Time with Sharon” 
for a few favorite stories for our children. 

Blessings 

Sharon Jennelly, Director of Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool, Office: (302) 478-2575  

Cell: (302) 562-5808  www.aldersgatede.org         sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org   

http://www.walkforahealthycommunity.org
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/?fbclid=IwAR2IhqJP3S_TIEbTCANPFamily3tuHv0DegFdoYpZeSbOlKgGzEl15FsqvCIetBrY
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/?fbclid=IwAR2IhqJP3S_TIEbTCANPFamily3tuHv0DegFdoYpZeSbOlKgGzEl15FsqvCIetBrY
http://www.aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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 The United Methodist Women congratulate our oldest member, Elyn Schmitz on her 

100thbirthday.  Even though personal visitation is limited at this time, Elyn received many cards, 

telephone calls, emails and enjoyed a 100th birthday cake.  Elyn sends her gratitude to all those who 

made her 100th birthday special. 

 While looking through our files, we discovered the picture from the 1970 Messenger when 

UMW predecessor, W.S.C.S., was active. From a 1973 Messenger article titles “WHO ARE UNITED 

METHODIST WOMEN”, a paragraph still holds true today… 

 “We seek ways of enabling all persons to develop to their fullest potential providing a climate of 

mutual concern and support encouraging all women everywhere in their struggle for responsible 

freedom to make decisions affecting their own lives. We study and interpret the message of the 

gospel. We discover and confront and respond to the issues of the day. We work actively and openly 

for the elimination of injustice and the liberation of oppressed peoples. We assume responsibility 

for enlarging our understanding of and increasing our commitment to the modern missionary 

movement, national and international. We prepare ourselves for full participation in the total life of 

the church and community.” 

Save the date -UMW Fall Program September 28th. Aldersgate United Methodist Women look 

forward to gathering in person again when safe for all.  

Elyn 

Celebrating 

100th 

Birthday 

Elyn 
Schmitz 

Charge Conference is Tuesday  June 16, 2020 at 7 p.m. via 

Zoom!  

 More details to follow from the church office. 
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The Graduates of 2020 

Natalie Anne Ruggiero is graduating from Brandywine High School, Wilmington, Delaware. She will be 
attending West Virginia University, majoring in Interior Design.   

Cory Christopher Ruggiero is graduating from Neumann University in Aston, Pennsylvania with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Sports Management with a minor in Business Administration. He will continue at 
Neumann University in the fall working on his Master’s Degree in Sports Business. 

Chip Cross is graduating from Charter School of Wilmington in Wilmington, Delaware. He will be 
attending Clemson University, majoring in Computer Science. 

Emily Green is graduating from Eastern University with degrees in Youth Ministry and Psychology. She 
will be starting as the Aldersgate UMC Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries on June 1.  

Isabel Lugar is graduating from Charter School of Wilmington in Wilmington Delaware. She will be 
attending Gettysburg College, playing volleyball, in the fall.  

Bennett Atwater is graduating from William and Mary, Summa Cum Laude and named to Phi Beta 
Kappa, with a Bachelor of Science in Physics.  

Ellen Schlecht is graduating from Ursuline Academy in Wilmington, Delaware. She will be attending New 
York University majoring in Drama at the Tisch School of the Arts! 

Lexi Brace graduated Summa Cum Laude from Temple University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with a 
degree in Sports and Recreation Management in December 2019. She is currently working as an 
Engagement and Volunteer Coordinator for the ALS Association Greater Philadelphia Chapter.   

Olivia Ingman is graduating from The University of Delaware with a Bachelor of Science in Human 
Services with a Concentration in Administration and Family Policy. She will be starting Graduate School at 
UD this fall. She will be continuing an internship at the Red Clay Consolidated School District as a 
Communications Intern.  

Drew Pittenger graduated from Penn State. 

Cameron Wakai graduating from Concord HS  and attending Syracuse University, majoring in Sports 
Management. 

 Casey Wakai graduating from Haverford College with a Bachelor of Arts  in Psychology. 

 Katie Domenick is graduating from Cab Calloway HS and attending Point Park University in the fall 
majoring in Forensic Science.   

Nicholas Jennelly graduated from Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Thomas Jefferson University. He 
will be completing his Internal Medicine residency at ChristianaCare. 

Tired of looking at the same four walls EVERY day during this time of 
quarantine?  Looking for a (little!) opportunity to practice “social 
distancing” from your family?  Well, we have the solution!  Even though 

the church is closed and activities are cancelled, 2313 
Concord Pike remains a visibly prominent address, 
and our property could use some TLC.  What a 
testimony to those who drive past (and THROUGH) the property to see 
members still actively participating in work that unites 
us as a community.  If you would like to help with 
weeding, light pruning, or even a little mulching, 
please call Kevin Botbyl at the church (302.478.2575) 
and he will be able to assign you a space and time that 
will not interfere with other volunteers! 

Easter Flower 

Display 

Church Garden 
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Aldersgate 

adapts to the 

virtual world 

of 2020 

during this 

trying time 

of the 

Coronavirus. 

Sunday 

Worship 

Services 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

What’s Inside... 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leader Report 2 

Finance Committee  2 

Milestones  3 

Pecometh update 3 

Virtual Walk for Healthy Community 4 

Childrens’ Ministry  4 

Family Sunday School 4 

United Methodist Women 5 

This Year’s Graduates 6 

Trustees 6 

Aldersgate in a virtual world 7 

  

   

  
 Worship Services Temporarily 
Streaming Online on Sunday at 11 a.m.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/  

  NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Temporary Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Closed Fridays 
Note: please call ahead (302-478-2575) before visiting 
church 

If able, please support 

Neighborhood House and 

other food banks. Without 

our collections at the 

church, their needs are 

high and resources low. 

http://neighborhoodhse.org/  

(302) 658-5404  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/
http://neighborhoodhse.org/

