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 A couple went camping in the desert.  After they got their tent all set up, both fell sound 
asleep.  Some hours later, the wife wakes up her husband and says, "Look up toward 
sky, what do you see?" He replies, "I see millions of stars." "What does that tell you?" 
she asked.  He ponders for a minute then says, "Astronomically speaking, it tells me 
there are millions of galaxies and potentially billions of planets.  Astrologically, it tells 
me that Saturn is in Leo.  Time wise, it appears to be approximately a quarter past 
three in the morning.  Theologically, the Lord is all-powerful and we are small and 
seemingly insignificant. Meteorologically, it seems we will have a beautiful day tomor-
row. What's it tell you?" His wife replied, "You’re not as smart as I thought.  It means 
someone stole our tent." 

All that we do and all that we know is 
based upon our perspective. Have you 
ever known that you were right about 
something only to find out that you were 
in fact mistaken? I have on several occa-
sions. My perspective was skewed for one 
reason or another and it caused me to 
misinterpret the things that should have 
been obvious to me.  It brings to mind the 
old expression, “You can’t see the forest 
for the trees.” I sometimes can’t see the 
trees for the forest!! 

How about you? Christ’s message about 
how we are to interact with one another 
and how we are to relate to Him can be 
like that.  His message is so obvious in 
passages like Matthew 5:43-48, Mark 9:35
-37, Luke 7: 37-38 and John 11:25, but still 
we have troubles. We need to re-prioritize 
and re-think where these passages lead us, 
not just in the good times, but more im-
portantly in the tough ones.   

Christ came into this world for eve-
ryone! Let us live our lives celebrat-
ing the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
love of Jesus Christ and the great-
ness of God. I know this is challenging and I pray 
it is convicting. Have a great summer! 

  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Chris 
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From Your Lay Leaders 
 

Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton 
 

       layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

This month’s Messenger article is a bit of a grab bag, addressing a number of 
different topics.  First, Sunday June 2nd marks the first day of the summer worship 
schedule.  There will be one traditional service at 10:00, so those of you who prefer a 
traditional worship service, please do not arrive at 9:00 or 11:00.  The journey contemporary wor-
ship will remain at 9;00.  This worship schedule is unchanged from previous years.  The summer 
schedule will run through September 1st.  There will be a number of celebratory special services over 
the summer.  There will be a single service on September 8th and the regular worship schedule will 
resume on September 15th.    

 
 While this year’s summer worship schedule is unchanged from previous years, some thought 

is being given to a different approach next year.  Please let the Worship Committee or us know if you 
have any suggestions that that you think would improve the summer worship experience.  Or, if you 
like it just the way it is, please let us know that too. 

 
Historically, attendance at worship falls off during the summer.  That is understandable with 

school being out and people taking vacations.  Still, the Church’s financial obligations do not take a 
vacation.  Please remember to give faithfully for the work of the Church, even if you cannot always 
be here physically.  If you cannot be here, Aldersgate does have on online presence so you can live-
stream worship.  Currently, we have the capability to live-stream from the sanctuary.  Hopefully, the 
equipment in the auditorium will be upgraded so that service can be live-streamed as well. 

 
Finally, if you have any interest in serving on a church committee, please contact pastor 

Chris. If you are interested in serving as a greeter, usher, communion server, or liturgist, please let 
us know and we can point you in the right direction.                 

 
 Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew cards 

during worship at all services, or send us a message.    

 

Thank you to everyone who supported Sarah Circle Easter Egg Sale.  

 Close to $1,600 was raised from the sale to support missions for women  

and children.  

Save the Date 

UMW Fall Program and Pot Luck - Monday, September 23, 2019, 6 p.m. 

UMW Sunday - Sunday, October 20, 2019  

From the Worship Committee: 

The Worship Committee strives to ensure that Sunday morning worship experiences build and en-
hance our faith community.  Plans for Summer worship are included in this month's newsletter.  We 
are looking ahead now to the upcoming Fall 2019 through Summer 2020.  To that end, the Worship 
Committee is convening a summer planning session.  We will be introspective as we consider what 
Aldersgate's worship identity is, and what our unified vision is for worship.  Given that we embrace 
different worship styles in one church, we want to ensure that the worship experiences are the best 
they can be.  If this piques your curiosity, if you would like to be part of the workgroup, or if you want 
more information, please contact Amy Honisch, Chairperson, at skateramy@hotmail.com, or at 302-
478-7877. 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
mailto:skateramy@hotmail.com
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TRUSTEES HAPPENINGS 

There are many projects that need attention in our church. Your Trustees are 

identifying and determining which of these projects might be accomplished 

in-house with our own Maintenance and Housekeeping staff, which projects 

need to be outsourced to professional services and most importantly, which 

projects can be handled by our most valuable resource of church member 

volunteers.  

Our in-house Maintenance and Housekeeping staff work diligently to assure our facility is present-

able and functional daily.  The mundane tasks they perform are obvious to all of us even when we 

don’t recognize them. Our Housekeeping staff give us clean and supplied bathrooms, vacuumed hall-

ways and spotless classrooms. Our Maintenance staff performs minor building repairs, grounds 

maintenance and paint projects. These in-house duties happen matter-of-factly without any fanfare 

or celebrating. Many other jobs have been classified as requiring professional services. We have iden-

tified these as roof repair or replacement, parking lot repaving, major plumbing and electrical pro-

jects, like our just completed HVAC Sanctuary and Auditorium projects. We can’t expect these things 

to be dealt with by in-house personnel. Expensive financial resources must be spent for these profes-

sional options. 

Volunteers are a resource not tapped to its full potential in our congregation. We are an eclectic 
group of people at Aldersgate. So many talents exist in us, but we have not fully brought them to the 
surface. Many of us, if not all of us knew Rex Palmer. Our church was Blessed to have a member not 
afraid of a challenge nor was he stingy with his talents. Rex was knowledgeable and would take on 
projects he not only completed but completed to his high standards. Sadly, Rex is no longer with us 
and left a void we desperately need filled.  Rex’s example to be there for our church should be an in-
spiration to all. We have recognized a full list of items you can do to help by contacting Kevin by 
phone at 302-478-2575 ext. 114 or email kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org.   

Did you admire our beautiful gardens, flowers and sanctuary on Easter Sunday?  

Thanks to our hard-working Church Gardening team for weeding and cleaning up 
all the garden areas around the church ahead of Easter 
Sunday. This included Doug DeVoll, Carolyn Flecken-
stein, Kevin Botbyl, Joanne Smeltz, and Martin Wagner.  

  Thank you to our creative and generous administrator, 
Kevin Botbyl, for making and hanging beautiful Easter 
wreaths on all of the doors and for 
planting flowers in the big planters 
recently moved to the parking lot en-
try garden areas.  

  Thank you to our hard-working Al-
tar Guild for the beautiful display of 
lilies, holiday paraments, and other 
work they did (and do) to create 
beautiful worship spaces.  

Nancy Hough 

Thank 

You 

mailto:kevin.bobtyl@aldersgate.org
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Living with the Welcoming Statement 

Aldersgate UMC opens its life to all persons regardless of race, ethnicity, social 

status, age, mental health, intellectual or physical ability, gender identity, or 

sexual orientation.  We affirm our belief that God’s grace is available to all as 

we commit ourselves to be an inclusive Christ-centered community.   As a recon-

ciling congregation, we welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people 

as visitors and members.  All are welcome in our community of faith, as we ful-

fill our purpose of making disciples for the transformation of the world.   

The Reconciling Ministries Group was happy to see that our Welcoming Statement was passed by 

over 90% of the vote on April 28. At the same time, we want to be sure that everyone knows 

“Aldersgate Welcomes All” means just that – ALL. Even if you disagree with the welcoming state-

ment you are welcome here and you are loved. We welcome respectful disagreement, theological dis-

cussions, and differences in interpretation of the scripture. We do so with love in our hearts for one 

another, recognizing that none of us knows all the answers until we see Jesus face to face.  

Until then, we are called to love God and love one another. Many of us felt raw and disconnected af-

ter the Special General Conference votes in February. We don’t want others to feel that way at Al-

dersgate. If you have questions or need to air your concerns, feel free to consult with Pastor Chris, as 

many already have, or contact any one of us.  

AUMC Reconciling Ministries : Betsy Diemer, Cheryl Merritt, Ellen Schlecht, Mary Cooper, Joanne 
Smeltz, Nancy Hough, Anne Murray, Judy Morton, Don Moyer, Grace DiGiacoma, Adam West, 
Brian Merritt, Anna, Amy & Cathy Goodman, Ellen Leonzio, Jennifer Hamer-Maannson, Tyler Mer-
ritt, Bert Diemer, Natalie Dyke.  

 

 

Annual Conference is Here! 

The 235th Session of the Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference will be held from Thursday, May 30 

– Saturday, June 1 at the Chase Center on the Riverfront here in Wilmington. While we are the ap-

pointed lay delegates from our church, the sessions are open to anyone interested in at-

tending. 

Opening worship will begin at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, followed by Holy Conferencing. 

Two other worship services that may be of interest would be the Ordination and Com-

missioning Service on Friday at 7 p.m. and the Service of Remembrance (where all pas-

tors who have died since last year will be lifted up, including Tom Short), held on Saturday at 10:30 

a.m. Rev. Dr. J. T. Seymour will preach at that service. 

There is plenty of work to be done during this conference, including voting on 12 resolutions and 
electing new delegates to the General Conference 2020. You can look in on conference activities 
online at https://www.pen-del.org/2019-annual-conference, and choose the Live Stream Link. 
Please contact us with any questions you might have.  
 

Bert Diemer & Betsy Diemer  

 

https://www.pen-del.org/2019-annual-conference
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Murder in the Heart 

By Bishop Peggy Johnson 

It seems that the world has gone crazy with a series of hate-related mass murders recently.  In New Zealand, Muslims were 
killed while worshiping. Then there were bombings in Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday, where many Christians were murdered and 
wounded.  And now we grieve a shooting in a Jewish synagogue near San Diego, Calif.  These senseless atrocities have be-
come a constant, tragic reality in our troubled world. 
 
Christians need to acknowledge the persecution of the church that is a part of that sobering reality. There are more Christian 
martyrs and people incarcerated for their Christian beliefs than ever before in the history of our world.  According to some re-
searchers, one in 12 Christians live where their faith is “illegal, forbidden or punished” (2018 World Watch List from Open 
Doors). That comes to about 215 million Christians facing persecution. 
 
It is not limited to Christians of course: Muslims, Jews, and religious sects of all kinds face persecution and death, depending 
on where they happen to live, including people in the United States. Humans are killing and harming each other for sectarian 
religious reasons, for racial bigotry reasons, for reasons of fear, for reasons of ignorance in an endless wave of malice and 

misery. 

Response after response after response 
We decry this!  We are jarred into responsive action with every horrible news account and the details that emerge.  Some-

times, some of us even become numb because it is so overwhelming. 

We engage in sending help for the victim’s families, rebuilding damaged houses of worship, launching street protests, going to 
Congress to testify, and calling for more restrictive gun laws. We organize talks about racism and building healthy relationships 

with the “other.”  We teach and preach about inclusivity and tolerance. 

We have candlelight vigils and calls to prayers and calls to action. We encourage people to speak out and write to lawmakers. 
We do, do, do all of this, at least for a while; and sometimes it all gets too hard and overwhelming, and the passion dissipates. 
Then there is the next explosion, the next shooting, the next suicide bomber; and it starts all over again.  What can stop this 

endless cycle of evil and violent inhumanity? 

Anger in our hearts is tantamount to murder 

An important answer is right here in The Book, the Word of God, found in the “Sermon on the Mount,” what I lovingly refer to 

as “Jesus’ Greatest Hits.”  The Gospel says in Matthew 5:21-24, 

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’  But I 
say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment: whoever insults his brother will be liable to the 
council; and whoever says ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.  So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there re-
member that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your 

brother, and then come and offer your gift.”  

Jesus is meddling here, getting personal. That is why he is so hard to hear. It is not the mass murderers “out there” that he is 
admonishing. He is talking about us, with all of our interpersonal rubs and “sides” and strife and jealousies and bigotries and 

impatience and selfishness! 

Jesus is saying that anger in our hearts against our brothers and sisters is the same as committing murder. The seeds of an-
ger bloom into murder. It all begins in the heart, in our hearts. Every one of us has been guilty of anger against our fellow hu-

mans. Every one of us has at some time spoken disparagingly about someone with whom we disagree.” 

If we really want to do something about the violence and evil in the world, if we really believe in doing what the Word of God 
says, we need to work on ourselves first. Go to the lawmaker of your soul and ask God to ferret out the places where you are 
holding hatred. Go write a letter to yourself about why you don’t like this person or that group.  Hold a candlelight vigil in your 
prayer closet and ask God to help you devise a plan to build bridges of understanding and respect instead of erecting walls of 

schism and hatred.  Confront your personal demons with confession and repentance. 

Then go out and make peace with the people with whom you are in disagreement.  There is a lot of demonizing going on in 
this world and in The United Methodist Church.  Take personal responsibility to understand, respect and speak kindly to your 

opponents. As the familiar hymn admonishes us: “Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me!” 

If you do these things, the words of Isaiah 58:8 and 12b will come to pass “Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and 

your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your real 

guard….You shall be called the repairers of the breach.”  
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2019 Aldersgate Rummage Sale—Another Success! 

We are about t0 close the books on yet, an-
other successful Rummage Sale! In short, we 
created ~$23,000 out of the many dona-
tions we received. There are many things we 
are grateful for and we want to thank: 

 Those who made generous donations!  
 The men and youth with strong backs who 

collected donations throughout the year 
and did the heavy lifting to get us started 
again this year. 

 To the Boy Scouts of Troop 67 and their 
parents who collected and set up tables 
so we could have the sale! 

 Those who worked throughout the week 
to prepare all those donations to sell—
this is no easy task! 

 The working men and women who ate 
dinner in their laps after a long day at 
work and then spent evenings repairing, cleaning and polishing items so we could get a better 
price at the sale.   

 Those who gave up Saturday to work during the sale in many capacities, including those who 
came in late to clean up. You are life-savers at the end of a very long and tiring week! 

 To everyone who baked the freshest darn baked goods on Concord Pike and made the bake sale a 
huge success! 

 To the men and women in the hot kitchen (you know who you are) who produced amazing break-
fast and lunch for workers and shoppers. This is what keeps them coming back! 

 Those who purchased something they couldn’t live without. We call this recycling! 

 Those who handled the financial office and those who will in the future. We owe you all a debt of       
gratitude for staying long after others are at home with their feet up! 

 To new volunteers who worked tirelessly and still found a smile. This truly is a bonding opportu-
nity and a wonderful way to meet  those you haven’t met yet! If you’ve 
never joined the fun, please consider it for the next sale. 

From the proceeds, 20% will be sent to Sunday Breakfast Mission (our event 
tithe) and they don’t even know it yet! 

Eleven youth who volunteered and were tremendously helpful will receive 
$100  each toward the Alaska Mission Trip! May you be blessed beyond 
measure as you experience the mission field! 
The balance of the funds will replenish the Capital Fund, which is managed 

by the trustees and will help 
to fund some of the unbud-
geted emergency projects 
around the church.  

If you’ve never experienced 
the Rummage Sale, please 
put this on your bucket list 
and make a point of being 
involved next sale. Watch 
the Messenger for the sale 
date. 

Bargain hunters  

began lining up 30 

minutes before 

opening!! 
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        Neil and Katherine Kremer             June 1                 6 years 

        Jay and Kathleen Doughty              June 3               24 years 

        Steven and Sharada Manns            June 3               19 years 

        Richard and Kathryn Gerard          June 4               36 years 

        Ronald and Dorothy Baughman    June 5               64 years 

        Anthony and Deborah Ross            June 5               31 years 

        David and Joy Burgomaster           June 6               27 years 

        Dan and Anne Murray                     June 7               44 years 

        Taber and Kyle Smith                      June 8               23 years 

        Craig and Janice Tunnell                June 8               34 years 

        Josh and Ashley Smith                    June 9                 8 years 

        Steven and Carol Zeisler                 June 9               35 years 

        Jason and Lyn Bobiak                     June 11             25 years 

        Robert and Mary Kay Hawkins     June 11             53 years 

        Alan and Leslie Hodesblatt            June 14             27 years 
        James and Sondra Kaffenberger   June 14             50 years 
        Brian and Kristin Lefebvre             June 14             16 years 
        Charles and Mary Jane Pierce       June 14                5 years 
        Jack and Melva Smith                     June 17             43 years 
        David and Cathy Penkrot               June 20             32 years 
        John and Clare Harvey                   June 21              72 years 
        Chris and Christy Pennington       June 22             23 years 
        Andrew and Renee Shenk              June 22             23 years 
        Mark and Jean Alford                     June  23             13 years 
        Matthew and Linsey Anderson     June 23                7 years 
        Bill and Barbara Bareford              June 23             57 years 
        Bert and Betsy Diemer                    June 23             46 years 
        Steven and Ohanna Moore             June 23               6 years 
        Martin and Peggy Tracy                  June 23             46 years 
        Larry and Dianne Whittaker          June 23             46 years 
        Jon and Barbara Lassiter                June 24             57 years 
        David and Sara McFarland             June 24               8 years 
        Joseph and Judy Setting                 June 25             14 years 
        Don and Linda Moore                     June 26             54 years 
        Chris and Heather Burket              June 28              11 years 
        Paul and Deborah Montigney        June 28            44 years 
        Don and Martha Schuler                June 28             61 years 
        Steve and Deborah Davis                June 29            45 years 
         Bonnie Rambo and  
        Martin Ollenschleger                       June 29            28 years 

 

Barry Hill, son of Lynne and 

Mike Conlan passed away on 

April 19, 2019 

Sara Lukens passed away on 

May 5, 2019 

Elizabeth Fahs passed way 

on January 8, 2019 (but not 

reported previously in the 

Messenger) 

Adeline Hope Burket, 

daughter of Chris and 

Heather Burket was 

born on April 15, 2019 
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We believe that every child should be able to come to camp, which is why we 

have more options than ever for paying for a week at Pecometh! We have multiple payment options that allow 
us to keep the cost of summer camp affordable for everyone. Two of our great cost savings come in the form of 
Camperships and Spain Grants. 
 
Camperships are our version of Scholarships. They are available for campers who need financial support to 
attend camp. We typically provide a $150 campership for our week-long, overnight programs and $50 for 
mini-camp. A Campership Application is required to be filled out and mailed or e-mailed to our camp regis-
trar, Julie Lutz. We also encourage you to check with your church or community organization-most are very 
willing to help send a child to camp. 
 
The Spain Campership Grant Program is a partnership between Supporting Churches-who underwrite the 
program financially, Sponsoring Churches-who identify campers and ensure they are equipped and ready for 
camp, and families that desire for their children to have God-inspired, lifechanging experiences at Camp Pe-
cometh. A $150 campership is first applied, and between the sponsoring church and family, the $50 registra-
tion fee is taken care of. The remaining amount of the camp fee is funded by a supporting church who will be 
recognized in our Pecometh Annual Report. 
 
For more information, and to register, please visit our website at www.pecometh.org/payment-options or by 
calling our Camp Registrar, Julie Lutz, at 410-556-6900 x128. 

School is winding down and the weather is warming up! Come join us at Pecometh on Saturday, June 15th, for our annual 
Summer Kick-Off Party co-hosted by Pecometh and Pen-Del Young People’s Ministries.  
 
This is a FREE event open to children, youth and families from around the Pen-Del Annual Conference. It will be held 
from 4 p.m.-7 p.m. and will include swim time at the Pecometh outdoor pool, worship session, food, and more! Children 
&  youth must be supervised by parents or adult leaders at all times. The event is free, but REGISTRATION is RE-
QUIRED.  
 
For more information and to register, please visit our website at www.pecometh.org/summer-kick-off or by calling 410-

556-6900. 

Join us for two wonderful retreats this July that will help your mind, body, and spirit be renewed in Christ. July 7th starts us 
off with the Christian Yoga Retreat and the Summer Silent Retreat  runs that week through July 12th!   
 
During the Christian Yoga Retreat, come explore how the ancient practice of Yoga can enhance your prayer time with 
God. The scriptures extol the value of meditation and prayer. Yoga facilitates the opening of our mind and the quieting of 
our bodies through breath and easy movement. This retreat is for beginners, as well as those familiar with Yoga. The pro-
gram runs from 2:30 p.m.-6 p.m. and the $30 fee includes programming and a light snack. If you stay overnight at the 
Silent Retreat, you can attend the yoga retreat for free! 
 
At the Summer Silent Retreat, come experience a daily rhythm of prayer, simple meals, communing with God in nature, 
communion, and spiritual direction. Activities such as yoga (free with at least 1 overnight reservation), canoeing, night 
walks, and guided prayer or meditation will be offered during the week at no additional charge. Massage, Healing Touch, 
and other body treatments can be purchased during registration or at the retreat. Cost varies from $59/person for 1 day to 
$469/person for 6 days, 5 nights. All costs include program fees, single occupancy overnight accommodations at the 
RRC, and meals from Lunch on your first day through lunch on your final day.  
 
For more information and to register, visit our website at www.pecometh.org/summer-silent-retreat and  http://

www.pecometh.org/christian-yoga-retreat or by calling 410-556-6900. 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!AfdREUzL3VZvn0zgR4QswfcEi+--ELL9MmRm1qbz+BRyS+U4Jj7TQswFdKYngFjP0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!K8HpJIRzv6VvjZ0vnmyDudnVWUSBIG+je0Jsqif2kghiahIQIFKdBh8G-mvXP2J70
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!wVGRXWS3j+FJ6a3UNO78PVeTWAOv26ULUCADrPSGTICe7l7zHfnjdTGwTp+aVdJMw
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!CUwYhD0-W9M8g35bwv6ghSLpBqpDy1-eoNXWK9nXivAFzQDfMZaJ9fiPQ+zPu96fw
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!G5YfOJ5EzeM-C5aF7RRUtHFJOH0A9jyugqrU+HZp2JbkT0aWvVlrDtmI9TZfhRHR0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!DReTC+M8HP6P5XGnlCKeoM59m09yt0SsClbQxNsreThwHViQM0xzV1xyE7aVkXT40
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!Jp1mkD6T0aCneUQzfH33IDRKYK0eD6CzQ7tpaQ1R44+d4CTIJMzqUnq8K5PImT090
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!B7zm5O+7lZ0EU2u+kojUo4IWuZlO2AwRIsnmo-S6XKu7vASdlA+IM9CPObGBarCow
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!B7zm5O+7lZ0EU2u+kojUo4IWuZlO2AwRIsnmo-S6XKu7vASdlA+IM9CPObGBarCow


Share the Journey   11 June 2019 

The 2018-2019 school year was a very busy one for our youth families at Aldersgate. As summer 
arrives many of our families find themselves simply stopping to catch their breath from what 
was an extremely busy year. It’s important that we practice self-care on ourselves. I hope for 
those of you who feel exhausted or haven’t even reached a point of being able to feel exhausted 
because you’re still so busy that you find some time this summer to practice self-care and slow 
down. As the days grow longer, make sure that you find some time to spend it with your family. 
One of the best ways to make sure that you schedule time as a family can come with a little help 
from the church. Make a family plan to make it to church that Sunday, and then to head out for a 
meal as a family afterward or even eating breakfast together before. Setting this routine can be a 
great way to practice self-care for you and your family.  

 Also, as we say farewell to the school year, it is time for us to congratulate our graduates. Re-
member, while you may leave Wilmington to pursue your dreams, Aldersgate will always be 
your home and you’re always welcome here. It has been a pleasure to serve as your youth minis-
ter throughout your middle and high school years. I look forward to watching you all change the 
world.  

Adam    

Greetings Aldersgate family, 

I have news to share following our recent Worship Committee meeting as it relates to our summer worship 
schedule. The committee decided it would be best for this summer to repeat the pattern of worship that we 
have had for the past six years. Starting Sunday June 2, we will offer the Journey contemporary worship at 
9 a.m. and a traditional service at 10 a.m. The committee was pleased to hear feedback on this topic from 
the congregation and felt that a thorough discussion should be had in the coming months about ideas for 
summer worship in 2020 and that we would then have time to develop and plan it so that it would be new, 
innovative and excellent, if it were to be changed. I’m thankful to the committee for their thoughtful dis-
course and discernment.  

Here’s also a few “special” worship dates occurring during the summer months… 

June 2 – Summer worship schedule begins and it’s Ascension Sunday 

June 9 – It’s Pentecost so wear your RED 

June 16 – It’s Father’s Day so all the fellows get treated special 

June 23 – It’s VBS celebration Sunday  

July 7 – We’ll remember Independence Day 

August 11 – The Alaska Mission Team will share their thoughts as the message 

September 1 – It’s the last Sunday of summer worship and Labor Day weekend 

September 8 – It’s “Kick off the school year” Sunday with a single 10 a.m. service and guest speaker, Carlos 
Reyes Rodriguez, from the Annual Conference followed by our annual church picnic 

September 15 – The “regular” church year begins 

 Many blessings to each of you and I look forward to seeing you in worship this and every Sunday! 

 Pastor Chris 
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Our Cherub choir and 

Junior Choir honored 

their mothers on 

Mother’s Day 

Our quality control and receiving volunteers hard at work at the Rummage Sale 
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Deborah and Anthony Camponelli 

Janice Whitecotton 

     Celia Wichmann, Samara Takvorian, Tyler Merritt, Frank Honisch V, Emma Gaz, Olivia Erskine, Evan DeMaio. 

Our 2019 Confirmand  Class 
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What’s Inside... 

News from the Office 
 
June 2: Summer Worship Begins 
 
 9 a.m. Contemporary Journey Service 
 10 a.m. Traditional Service 
 
*No Sunday school during summer worship but 
childcare is available for both! 
 
Thursday, June 13: Annual Charge Conference, 7 p.m. 

 
  

Vacation 

Bible  

School 

June 17-21 

9 a.m.-

noon 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leader & Grow Team Message 2 

UM Women 2 

Trustees Report and Thank you note 3 

Reconciliation Ministries Report 4 

Annual Conference  Notice 4 

Message from Bishop Peggy Johnson 5 

Rummage Sale Report 6 

Vacation Bible School 7-8 

Transitions 9 

Pecometh News 10 

Student Ministry and Summer Worship 11 

Mothers’ Day Celebration 12 

New Members 13 


