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A significant place where disciples are made
Dear Aldersgate Family,

The Messenger
Share The Journey.

the promises. Does his lack of faith make the
inheritance invalid? No, the money is still there, but
I share with you this month a wonderful Q & A about the boy doesn't enjoy the benefits of it. Say later in
Baptism from a colleague, the Rev. Bryan
life the boy is convinced that he really did inherit all
Wolfmueller, Pastor of Hope Lutheran Church in
that money, does he need to be given the
Aurora, Colorado. Enjoy his great answer when
inheritance again? No, he simply claims what is
asked about “Re-Baptism.” Perhaps you’ve
already his. So it is with Baptism, God is really giving
wondered about it yourself.
us the gifts of life, salvation and the forgiveness of all
of our sins, naming us as His children and inheritors
of His heavenly kingdom. If we walk away from those
gifts and promises, they are still there; they always
remain as solid and sure as all of God's words.
Q: An infant is baptized. The parents live and bring
this child up learning the Word. This child withdraws
from grace later in life when they are on their own.
As an adult they come back to church and seek the
grace of God. This person then wants to be baptized
again in their quest for a new life. Would you baptize
again since we believe in one Baptism?

This question, by the way, arose during the
reformation. The so-called “Anabaptists” (which
means “another baptism”) taught that the only valid
Baptism was of someone who demonstrated their
faith in acts of obedience. Luther responds to them
in any number of places, but here is a bit of his
thinking from the Large Catechism:
“Further, we are not primarily concerned whether
A: This is a fantastic question that gets to the heart the baptized person believes or not, for in the latter
of the Biblical teaching concerning Baptism and faith case Baptism does not become invalid. Everything
and the relationship between the two. Is Baptism
depends on the Word and commandment of God.
valid because of our faith, or is it valid regardless if
This, perhaps, is a rather subtle point, but it is based
we believe it or not? If baptism is built on the
upon what I have already said, that Baptism is simply
foundation of our faith, then it makes sense to
water and God's Word in and with each other; that
re-baptize if someone loses their faith and then later is, when the Word accompanies the water, Baptism
believes. On the other hand, if the validity of
is valid, even though faith be lacking. For my faith
Baptism is based on something else, something apart does not constitute Baptism but receives it. Baptism
from us, something like the sure promises of God,
does not become invalid even if it is wrongly
then there is no need to re-baptize. Baptism stands received or used, for it is bound not to our faith but
even when we have fallen.
to the Word. “[Martin Luther, The Large Catechism,
IV.52-53. Italics added.]
It is indeed the case that Baptism is valid not
because of our faith, but because of the word and
Our Baptism is sure and certain, for it is the giving
promise of God. Baptism is loaded with the promises out of the rock-solid promises of God. Even when
of God: the promise of salvation [Mark 16:16; 1
our faith wavers and staggers, God's faithfulness is
Peter 3:21], the promise of forgiveness [Acts 2:38;
sure. His faithfulness is our hope and comfort and
22:16], the promise that we are born-again and
peace, and so we rejoice, knowing that we are
given God's own name [John 3:5; Titus 3:5; Matthew baptized. God has given to us all the treasures of
28:18-20] and God washes us clean [Ephesians 5:25- heaven.
26]. All of these things are true, even if we don't
believe it.
Many blessings to you and your family as we head
into summer!
Imagine a boy whose relative dies and leaves him a
Pastor Chris
huge inheritance. “You're a millionaire,” everyone
says, but the boy doesn't believe it. He doesn't trust

On April 22, 2018 at the 9 a.m. Journey
Service, Pastor Chris peacefully blessed:
17 dogs
2 cats
1 hamster
and two pictures of cats.
Owners and pets were all
well-behaved! Watch for this event
again next year.

Help Wanted – Rummage Sale Co-Chair

UNITED METHODIST
MEN
Are on

I want to personally thank all who helped make the 2018
Rummage Sale another big success! Whether you donated
goods, hauled donations, prepped and priced the week
prior to the sale, baked goodies or worked on Sale Day—everyone is key!
I’m resigning as co-chair with Chris Burket, and I hope one of you reading this
will want to step into that role! It’s time for some fresh ideas on how to
improve the sale and new leadership is a great place to begin.
Please contact me for more details on what the job entails, and I’ll be more
than happy to share my documentation and experience. I’m also willing to
work along with you for the next sale if that makes sense. I will always want
to work on the sale, so long as I am able, but in a slightly different way.
Mary Jane Prince—mjprince726@gmail.com or 302-235-8578.
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From Your Lay Leaders
Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton
layleader@aldersgatede.org

SUP Report: Taco Tuesday was a great success with over 200 tacos served, including 22 pounds of ground beef, 10
pounds of chicken, and lots of greenery, tomatoes and cheese! Thanks to all who contributed craft materials for Spirit Lake
Mission. We were able to send two very full boxes. Please pray that children’s lives will be enriched through these
materials.

Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes!
You know that the bishops of the UMC are working on finding The Way Forward, but did you know about the Social
Principles of the UMC? The Social Principles were first formulated in 1908 as a social creed by one branch of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Subsequently they were adopted in similar forms by other branches of the Methodist Church. Four years
after the formation of the present UMC, in 1972, a new statement of Social Principles was adopted. These have been
revised at every General Conference since then and they are in the midst of a new revision right now! If you want to see
what the draft of the new revision looks like, go here: https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/89
In the Book of Discipline, Social Principles is Part V and takes up about 39 pages. But the accompanying
Social Creed states the basic beliefs that inform the principles:

Our Social Creed
We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of creation. We believe in the Holy
Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, and we repent of our sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous
ends.
We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its preservation, enhancement, and faithful use
by humankind.
We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of community, sexuality, marriage, and the family.
We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, young adults, the aging, and people with disabilities; to
improvement of the quality of life; and to the rights and dignity of all persons.
We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of God and the good of themselves and others and in the
protection of their welfare in so doing; in the rights to property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and responsible
consumption; and in the elimination of economic and social distress.
We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to the rule of justice and law among nations, and to individual
freedom for all people of the world.
We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs and gladly accept our commission to manifest
the life of the gospel in the world. Amen.
Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew cards during worship at all
services, or send a message to us. We will be hoping to see you at church this summer!
The start of summer camp is right around the
corner! Here at Pecometh, we want
everyone to be able to experience the joy of
coming to camp. One way to help make camp
more affordable for kids in need is through
our Pecometh Camperships program. Camperships are our version of Scholarships. They are available for campers who need
financial support to attend camp. We typically provide a $150 campership for our week-long, overnight programs, and $50 for
mini-camp. Once registered for camp, please complete the Campership Application and mail, fax, or e-mail it to our Camp
Registrar, Julie Lutz.
Campers with greater need can receive a Spain Grant through their church or local organization. With the generosity of our
donors, campers can attend a week of camp for a discounted $50 one-time payment through the Spain Grant. Most churches and
organizations are very willing to help send a child to camp. Contact our Camp Registrar, Julie Lutz, for more information
(julie@pecometh.org or 410-556-6900 x128)
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Statement from Bishop Peggy Johnson
In 2016, the General Conference asked the bishops of the United Methodist Church to
lead a process that would find a way forward for the church concerning the matter of
human sexuality and, in particular, the full inclusion of gay and lesbian people in the church. At the Council of Bishops meeting
last week we have decided on what we will present to the delegates for their work at the special-called session of General
Conference in February 23-26, 2019.
The proposed way forward for our church keeps the mission of Jesus Christ, the unity of the church, and the affirmation of
context based ministry as the key foundational points for the future of the church. The Council of Bishops is recommending a
“One Church Plan” * that honors these diverse contextual and theological approaches in a proposal that offers space and grace
for ministry to unfold. It also allows for the Central Conferences, especially those in Africa to retain traditional language and
values…..
Most importantly we keep doing the mission of the church. The overwhelming work that we all support is making disciples for
the transformation of the world. We do this by church development and redevelopment, encouraging new leaders, engaging in
ministry with the poor and improving global health. United Methodists are people of grace, peace and hope. May it be so!

*One Church Plan (Formerly “Centrist Plan”) – removes the restrictive language in the Discipline around same gender
marriage and the practice of and ordination of lesbian and gay people. It will allow each conference and church to
operate from their context. No one would be forced to go against their conscience around these issues. There would
be no changes in the constitution.
**Traditional Plan – keeps the Discipline as it is with the restrictive language around same gender marriage and the
practice of and ordination of lesbian and gay people. Stronger accountabilities would be a part of this plan.
***Connectional Plan (Formerly “Multi-branch” Plan) – allows jurisdictions to vote to become in one of three groups:
traditional, contextual, and justice. The central conferences could also become a group if desired. All groups would
share some of the common denominational services and some agencies. The individual groups would organize their
own programming. Conferences may affiliate with another group if the one that their jurisdiction is a part of is not
where they wish to join. There would be seven constitutional changes needed to empower this plan to be enacted.

Pentecost Sunday, May 20
Aldersgate’s 2018 Confirmands with Adam West and Pastor Chris.
Front row: Nicholas Pennington, George Cross, Amy Goodman, Anna
Goodman.
Between Adam and Pastor Chris: Cienna Takvorian, Shanti Bhushan.

Vocal Impact sang with the Journey Band and the Chancel
Choir. High School and College Graduates were recognized
and six students were confirmed. Congratulations to our
Graduates and Confirmands!
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United Methodist Bishop’s Announcement
CHICAGO – United Methodist bishops, meeting in Chicago, engaged in a prayerful process to discern a way forward. At the
conclusion of the discernment process, the Council of Bishops strongly approved the following motion and rationale:
Having received and considered the extensive work of the Commission on a Way Forward, the Council of Bishops will submit a report
to the Special Session of the General Conference in 2019 that includes:
• All three plans (The Traditionalist Plan, The One Church Plan and the Connectional Conference Plan) for a way forward
considered by the Commission and the Council.
• The Council’s recommendation of the One Church Plan.
• An historical narrative of the Council’s discernment process regarding all three plans.
Rationale: In order to invite the church to go deeper into the journey the Council and Commission has been on, the Council will
make all the information considered by the Commission and the Council of Bishops available to the delegates of the General
Conference and acknowledges there is support for each of the three plans within the Council. The values of our global church are
reflected in all three plans. The majority of the Council recommends the One Church Plan as the best way forward for The United
Methodist Church.
Guided by the mission, vision and scope document, the bishops agreed to recommend the One Church Plan. This plan provides
conferences, churches, and pastors the flexibility to uniquely reach their missional context while retaining the connectional nature of
The United Methodist Church.
The One Church Plan allows for contextualization of language about human sexuality in support of the mission; and allows for
central conferences especially those in Africa to retain their disciplinary authority to adapt the Book of Discipline and continue to
include traditional language and values while fulfilling the vision of a global and multicultural church.
This plan also encourages a generous unity by giving United Methodists the ability to address different missional contexts in ways
that reflect their theological convictions. The One Church Plan removes the restrictive language of the Book of Discipline and adds
assurances to pastors and Conferences who due to their theological convictions cannot perform same-sex weddings or ordain
self-avowed practicing homosexuals.
The Council’s discernment process was guided by the over-arching desire to strategically help the General Conference do its work
and to honor the General Conference’s request for the Council to help the church find a way forward.
“With convicted humility, bishops want to be pastors and shepherds of the whole church in order to maximize the presence of a
United Methodist witness in as many places in the world as possible and with as much contextual differentiation as possible,” said
newly installed Council of Bishops President Ken Carter.
The bishops expressed deep appreciation for the hard work that the 32-member Commission on a Way Forward Commission did in
formulating the three plans; the Traditionalist Plan, the One Church Plan and the Connectional Conference Plan.
While the bishops recommended the One Church Plan they affirmed that the Connectional Conference Plan and the Traditionalist
Plan held values that are important to the life and work of the church and will be included in the final report to the Special Session of
General Conference that the bishops have called for Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis, Missouri, USA.
Bishop Carter, who served as a one of the moderators of the Commission, said the bishops are adopting a spirit of collaboration with
the Commission, and an attitude of respect for the delegations who will take up this work on behalf of the whole church.
“The Council’s prayerful deliberation reflected the diversity of the global denomination on the matter of homosexuality and many
other matters. The Council affirms the strength of this diversity and our commitment to maintain the unity of the church,” Bishop
Carter said.
Full details of the plans and accompanying legislative proposals will be released as soon as final editing of the entire report is
completed and translated into the official languages of the General Conference. It is estimated this will be no later than July 8.
###
Media Contact: Rev. Dr. Maidstone Mulenga
Director of Communications – Council of Bishops
The United Methodist Church
mmulenga@umc-cob.org
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Are You Recycling Right?
The Do's and Don'ts of Recycling
The recycling industry is experiencing high levels of contamination - trash in the recycling - at a
time when the requirements for quality (clean recycling) are increasing due to new policies implemented by end
markets for recyclable materials. Earlier this year, China began to limit the quality and quantity of material it accepts
for recycling, impacting the recycling industry world-wide. As a result, our focus on quality is higher than ever, as we
work to ensure the long-term sustainability of our recycling program.
When non-recyclable items (contamination) end up in our recycling, they have the potential to turn the entire load into
trash, resulting in contamination and additional processing and disposal costs.
Under our service terms, Aldersgate may be assessed contamination charges of up to $69.00 per yard (based on the
size of the recycling container) for excess contamination found in our container during recycling collection.

Here is a list of Do’s and Don’ts to help clarify things!
DO recycle all empty plastic bottles, cans, paper and cardboard.
DO keep foods and liquids out of recycling.
DO keep plastic bags out of recycling.
DON’T bag your recyclables – plastic bags and film get tangled in the machinery.
DON’T include food-soiled items - they can turn an entire load of recycling into trash.
DON’T add sharp or dangerous materials like needles and electronics – they can cause injury to our
workers.
DON’T toss in “tanglers” like rubber hoses and wires – they can shut down an entire recycling center!
DON’T include bulky items like propane tanks or construction debris.
If you have any additional questions or need to use our bins for your trash and/or recycling, PLEASE speak
to Kevin Botbyl, Church Administrator, before you throw anything into either bin! We are currently working
on ways to secure the bins to prevent neighbors from contributing to any contamination, and we will keep
you informed of any further changes.

Upcoming Recycling Events
•Household Hazardous Waste/Electronic Goods/Paper Shredding

June 2 @ 8:00 am - 2:00 pm at Delaware City- Fort DuPont Parade Grounds, former Governor
Bacon Center

•Household Hazardous Waste/Paper Shredding

June 2 @ 8:30 am - 2:00 pm at Delaware Recycling Center

•Household Hazardous Waste/Electronic Goods/Paper Shredding

June 16 @ 8:00 am - 2:00 pm at University of Delaware- STAR Campus

Share the Journey
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Trustee Happenings
Last month 5 major projects were outlined; three to be completed this summer at a cost of
about $86,000:

•
•
•

new speakers and microphones for the sanctuary including the choir loft
major chimney repair
replacement of music center roof.

The organ repair and air handling system loom in the near future for an additional $250,000.
While these major projects will consume considerable time and money, it is necessary for the operation and beautification
of our church that members take care of and lead the smaller scale projects; VOLUNTEERISM! For the past 10 years or
more, there was always a committee of 3 or 4 members that took care of trimming bushes, pulling weeds, planting flowers
and replacing shrubs as needed. This group has earned their retirement, but new and younger volunteers are needed.
Will you step up?? Our church administrator, Kevin Botbyl, will gladly find projects for our youth and their friends that will
provide service hours. Just ask!
Other topics of interest

•
•
•
•

Trustees and Lead Team are considering a sign over the red door facing Concord Pike that would be welcoming and
provide identification. If you have ideas or input please contact a person on one of those committees. Your input is
appreciated
Pew cushions in the small chapel will be replaced this summer. The trustees appreciated the support from the Altar
Guild, especially Betty Lu Ireland and Kathy Daum, and our Church Administrator Kevin Botbyl. PG&M provide the
financial support from the Memorial Fund.
There are two trash dumpsters near the loading dock. Be aware that the large one is for recycle ONLY and the smaller
for general trash.
The blue bins for paper recycle on the north corner of the front parking lot next to 202 have been reinstated. The
church receives a small fee based on tonnage.

Dear Aldersgate Family,
I would like to extend a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to the Aldersgate congregation for your kindness and
support during my time with you. During my 31 year career as a teacher and administrator in a NJ
school system, I had never imagined that leading a church music program would be in my future. Due
to the sad events of three years ago, Aldersgate was in need urgent of an Interim Music Director, a
position that for me slid into a permanent position. During these almost three years, I have met a
congregation that is kind, welcoming and supportive. I have directed ensembles that are dedicated to
the music, the church and each other. I have felt blessed throughout and have thoroughly enjoyed bringing music to the
Traditional services as well as organizing and directing major concert experiences for the congregation and the public.
I am also very happy to have helped revitalize and grow the Arts At Aldersgate series and I hope you will continue to
support these outstanding musical events. My wife Linda, the Chancel Choir director at Hockessin UMC, is also retiring
and we look forward to having more time, including weekends, to share with our children and grand children, and we
look forward to visiting some of our bucket list destinations, both here and abroad. Though I will no longer attend
weekly, I will enjoy worshiping with you on occasion and hopefully enjoying some offered concerts. Let me close by
saying that I believe that Aldersgate is very fortunate to have such a caring, capable and nurturing leadership staff. Chris,
Kevin, Adam, Sharon and the pastoral and support staff have been outstanding colleagues.
Sincerely,

David Lockhart
Share the Journey
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Vacation Bible School "Shipwrecked Rescued by Jesus"
Monday- Friday, June 18-22, 9 a.m.— Noon
Register your 3-12 year old children (and a suggested donation $20/
family) for music, Bible discovery, KidVid Cinema, imagination/craft station, tropical treats and ship rec games for this year's Vacation Bible
School. Details on www.aldersgatede.org for volunteers, safe sanctuary
and registration.

Is accepting applications for substitute teaching opportunities. Come join our
excellent quality 5 Star Level DELAWARE STARS program family.
Contact Director, Sharon Jennelly for details(sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org).
There are openings for the 18 month old and 3's classes with a short waiting list for the 2's and PreK classes.
For more information see www.aldersgatede.org.

Student and Children’s Ministries
YOUTH MISSION TRIP
This month the student ministry team is doing a
money wall fundraiser to help cover our
expenses while serving in Rhode Island.
Envelopes are labeled from $1-$100. Inside each
envelope is a thank you note. If all envelopes are
picked up and returned by June 3, the mission
team will shave my beard off between the 9 and
10 a.m. service on June 10. Gifts are tax
deductible, and to receive credit make a check
out to Aldersgate with youth mission trip in the
memo line. This fundraiser is open to those
inside and outside of the church. As of May 20,
about a third of the envelopes have been
claimed, but there is still a ways to go. Last year,
I offered to wear Phillies gear to the Braves vs
Phillies game, but a few envelopes were
missing on the last day. To see me lose my
beard, make sure that you return your envelope
by June 3! Thank you all for your support of the
youth ministry at Aldersgate!

Shout out to Gregg
Xenakes for the best
Easter Bunny ever! We
had a successful indoor
Easter Egg Hunt in the
classrooms on March
24 at 11a.m. with many
families from the
Aldersgate Preschool and the community. They all loved the
sand art, butterflies, crosses, stickers, games, prizes, candy and
the soft pretzels in Fellowship Hall.

Adam
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June
Neil and Katherine Kremer
Richard and Kathryn Gerard
Charles and Donata Hackman
Ronald and Dorothy Baughman
Anthony and Deborah Ross
Robert and Mary Kay Hawkins
Brian and Kristin Lefebvre
Thomas and Mary Short
Christian and Susan Coletti
John and Clare Harvey
William and Barbara Bareford
Bert and Betsy Diemer
Steven and Ohanna Moore
Martin and Peggy Tracy
Larry and Dianne Whittaker
Jon and Barbara Lassiter
Don and Linda Moore

June 1
June 4
June 4
June 5
June 5
June 11
June 14
June 14
June 21
June 21
June 23
June 23
June 23
June 23
June 23
June 24
June 26

5 years
35 years
25 years
63 years
30 years
52 years
15 years
60 years
15 years
71 years
56 years
45 years
5 years
45 years
45 years
56 years
53 years

Nancy Applegate Valiante
Loren Brake Sr.

April 13,2018
May 1, 2018

Dear Pastor Chris and Aldersgate
U.M.C.Members,
Thank you all so very, very much for your
prayers, concern and thoughtfulness
during my recent health problems. I’m sure your prayers
have helped and, hopefully, I’ll be back to better health and
some activities soon. Also, as soon as Spring is really
Springtime, that will help. Again, I thank you for all of your
prayers and thoughtfulness.
Always,

Eleanor Ayrault

Support Family Promise at the Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community on June 3rd!
The fifth annual Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community is Saturday, June 9 th. This year the walk will be downtown on the Christina
Riverfront. The 5K walk starts at 9:00 and the one-mile fun walk starts at 9:15 from the Frawley Stadium Parking Lot.
The Highmark Walk will support 20 local health and human services agencies this year. Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield of Delaware
underwrites the cost of the event, so the participating organizations will receive 100% of the funds they raise. Many of our
congregants are active in some of these important agencies, and we encourage you to consider supporting one or more of the teams.
Non-Profits must meet walk participation goals as well as raise money, so your participation is a big support. In particular, we ask you
to support
Family Promise of Northern New Castle County – Many of you are involved in supporting this mission of our church. Brian and Cheryl
Merritt are our program coordinators. The Mission of Family promise is preventing and ending homelessness for families by engaging
faith-based congregations, volunteers and donors.
Join or support the team: Aldersgate Partners.
The names of the other agencies can be found on the Highmark Walk website. These agencies provide a broad array of services to the
community, reaching those in need in Wilmington and across the state.
We hope you will consider joining one of the teams to walk or to financially support any or all of these organizations for this event.

Register today as a walker or to donate via the website at
www.walkforahealthycommunity.org.
Select the Wilmington location, then the organization(s) you wish to support.
For more information, contact Nancy Hough
Share the Journey
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Eagle Scout Garden Update
Thank you to all who have contributed to my Eagle Scout
Project - the creation of the Friends of Aldersgate Youth
Vegetable Garden. Many of you have watched the
development of the new raised garden beds in the grassy
area next to the ramp going down to the Rainbow Room.
We have planted various kinds of lettuce, broccoli,
cauliflower, peas, beans, cucumbers, tomatoes, zucchini
and more. Now we wait for the roots to settle and the
plants to grow.

Nancy Hough, Ruggiero Family, Merritt Family, Fresconi
Family, Shay Family, Carolyn and Bob Reis, Anderson
Family, Ned and Mary Lou Landis, Pittenger Family, Dan
Murray, Rick Cross, Patt Olesky, Wakai Family, Judy
Morton, Burket Family, Jeff Walters, Bob and Mary Kay
Hawkins, Lorraine and Dick Fleming, Wagner Family,
Atwater Family, Kegelman Family, Bonnie Rambo,
Townsend Family, Lynn Bobiak.
Thank you again for your support and encouragement!
Please reach out to me if you have any questions.

Adam West and the Aldersgate Youth Group will be
taking over the maintenance of the garden with the
support of other interested Aldersgate members. I will
continue to help until I head off to college in the Fall. The
produce grown in the garden will be donated to local food
banks or to families who might not otherwise have access
to fresh vegetables and/or will be sold as a fundraiser for
our youth mission trips.
Building and maintaining the garden required funds,
particularly for the initial investment, and the
congregation responded to this need in a very generous
way. Donations have continued as
recent as last week!
I am pleased to announce that we
just hit the $1000 initial goal to
cover the initial investment. Any
additional donations that come in
will support current and future
purchases of plants and soil and
general upkeep. Any funds
remaining after the current
harvest will either be put toward a
Lowes gift card for Adam to use as
needed or placed in the Caring for
Creation Account.
Soon, I will complete a plaque that
will include donor names. As
several checks have gone directly
to the church, I will be using the family name (e.g., the
Pendley family) unless otherwise indicated. In addition
Ben Pendley
to thanking my family, Boy Scout Troop 67, the Board of
Trustees, the Caring for Creation Committee, Pastor Chris, 302-475-3262
and Adam for their encouragement and support, I would Benpendley2018@gmail.com
like to thank the following people for their generous
donations that helped make this project possible.
Donations came through several different ways- if your
name is missing, I am very sorry- please let me know.
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Electronic Contributions

How does this impact you?

•
Aldersgate has been using a combination of solutions for
•
processing electronic contributions. We have offered ACH
(draft) via our bank (WSFS) for some time now. We
implemented on-line giving via PayPal from our Aldersgate
web site. And additionally, a few years ago we started
offering Text giving. Having multiple solutions have resulted
in increased administrative efforts to reconcile and process •
these contributions.
We are currently testing a new service from VANCO
Payment Systems who have developed a set of electronic
giving options that are in use by over 20,000 churches.

•

A new web page will replace both PayPal and our
current ACH service via www.Aldersgatede.org.

•

Text Giving will have a new phone number.

•

Mobile device users will now be able to download a
new app to make contributions.

This will result in more flexibility for donors and more
control options. In addition, we will realize integration with
our Contribution Manager software to reduce posting
issues and reconciliations.

If you are a current ACH donor, there will be no change
as we will convert your existing information.
If you would like to set up a new recurring donation
(ACH), you will need to access the new web page to set
up an account. You will have the option of using a bank
account or credit card.
If you are a PayPal user, you will have to log on to the
new web page and set up an account with your
recurring gift along with disabling your PayPal
transaction.

•

If you are a Text giver you will just start using the new
phone number (302.213.6168).

•

If you wish to start using the mobile app, you will need
to download the mobile app (Give+) from the app store,
select our church and set up an account.

Look for more information in the coming weeks.

John Prince

Our plans are to make the transition to the new software
on June 1st.

Your Finance Committee (Parentheses indicate term expiration)
Chair – John Prince (2020)
Matt Anderson (2018)
Bill Holloway (2018)
Dorothy Whiteman (2019)
Brett Landis (2019)
Janeen Ernst (2019)
Preston Cooper (2020)
Dennis Snyder (2020)
LisaAnn Trembath (2020)

Finance Update from the

Ex Officio:
Pastor – Chris Pennington
SPRC – Mike Pittenger/Jennifer Pendley
Trustees – Jonathan Dyke
Treasurer – Lynette Kenton
Business Administrator – Kevin Botbyl
Lay Leader – Ferris Wharton

Finance Committee

At the end of April our contributions are slightly
ahead of last year, however total income is lower
by over 5%. This was offset by expenses being lower than last year by over 5%. The bottom line is a small
fiscal year surplus of over $400 versus a loss last year.
Rummage Sale net proceeds will be disbursed in May with over $3,800 going to Family Promise NCC.
Additionally, $2,200 will be transferred to support Youth Mission trips for the youth in our church who
worked on the sale. The balance of the funds will be transferred to the Capital Fund to help offset some of
the many projects that the Trustees have planned.
Aldersgate is committed to being responsible stewards of the funds donated.
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The UMW diaper drive
collected and delivered over 2500
diapers and 60 containers of baby
wipes to South Bridge Neighborhood
House. Thank you for your support.
When everyone does a little, we can
accomplish a lot.

When Stacie DiGiacoma and Judy Morton delivered the diapers to Neighborhood House, they saw the nearly
empty shelves in the food pantry. Pastor Chris reached out to you, the Aldersgate United Methodist Church
Family, and you filled the shelves!

Before

After your donations

Share the Journey
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Pen-Del Clergywoman Named Society of
John Wesley Award Winner
REV. KAREN BUNNELL INDUCTED INTO SOCIETY OF
JOHN WESLEY AT 2018 COMMENCEMENT

pastor at Aldersgate UMC in
Wilmington, Delaware, and
currently at Elkton UMC in
Elkton, Maryland.

Bunnell grew up in the
church, yet entering the
WASHINGTON (May 8, 2018) - The Rev. Karen Frances
Bunnell has been named the recipient of the 2018 Society ministry never entered her
of John Wesley Award, the preeminent alumni recognition mind. She had never met a
clergywoman, she recalled. That all changed when her
of Wesley Theological Seminary. Bunnell received the
senior pastor took her to lunch one day.
award from Wesley President, the Rev. Dr. David
th
McAllister-Wilson, at the seminary’s 136
“He asked me if I thought God might be calling me to
Commencement May 7 at The Washington National
ordained ministry, “said Bunnell. “He said everything you
Cathedral in Washington, D.C.
are doing in the church is fruitful. The more he talked,
“Hers is the record of service the alumni had in mind when helping me to see how God was working in my life, and
the more I prayed after our lunch, the more I realized he
they created this award 60 years ago,” said
was right – and thus the journey began!”
McAllister-Wilson during the award ceremony. In
highlighting Bunnell’s “remarkable ministry”
achievements as a local church pastor for 31 years,
McAllister-Wilson observed, “Karen never says she
accomplishes these things. She always credits the people
of the church. Of course, that’s what servant leadership
looks like.”

The Society of John Wesley Award recognizes and honors
the significant contributions of alumni through sacrificial
leadership to God, the church, and Wesley Theological
Seminary. Award winners are chosen by Wesley alumni.
Anyone who has graduated from Wesley at least five years
prior to the date of presentation is eligible for the
award. Bunnell graduated with her Master of Divinity
degree from Wesley in 1987.
An ordained elder in the Peninsula-Delaware Conference,
Bunnell was the first woman to serve as Chair of the
Peninsula-Delaware Conference Board of Ordained
Ministry. She has also served as a General and
Jurisdictional Conference delegate, co-chaired the
Philadelphia Area Episcopacy Committee and chaired the
Wilmington District Superintendency Committee.

Another conversation — with Wesley graduate, the Rev.
Dr. Edwin Lasbury — led her to Wesley.
“My years at Wesley were three of the best years of my
life and helped to make me who I am today… the
experience transformed my life… and that is why I keep
encouraging people to attend Wesley,” she said.
Bunnell was appointed in 2000 as Senior Pastor at Elkton
UMC. That appointment continues to bear fruit: a major
building project and overall renovation of the church, and
doubling the church’s mission giving. Another fruit:
Bunnell has mentored numerous candidates for ministry,
three of whom are Wesley graduates.
Bunnell admits to being “totally shocked” upon receiving
the call from McAllister-Wilson and learning she would be
inducted into the Society of John Wesley.

“I've just done what I've been called to do,” she said, “and
I guess other people have seen something better. To be
recognized like this…. it’s overwhelming.”

However, the heart of Bunnell’s 31 years in ministry has
been focused on the local church, where she has served as
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JUNE HAPPENINGS

Sunday, June 3: Summer Worship Schedule Begins
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Journey Service
10:00 a.m. Traditional Service
Monday, June 4: Annual Charge Conference, 7 p.m.

1

United Methodist Men

2

Caring for Creation

2

Lay Leaderss’ Message

3

Commission on Way Forward

4-5

Recycle News

6

Trustee Happenings

7

Student and Children’s Ministries

8

Life Celebrations

9

Walk fpr a Healthy Community

9

Eagle Scout Garden Update

10

Finance Update

11

United Methodist Women

12

Rev. Karen Bunnell Award Winner

13

Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made!
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Vacation Bible
School June
18—22,
9 a.m.— Noon

Pastor Chris’ Message

