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A Father’s Day Tribute from Hugs for Dad 
by John William Smith 

You're the kind of father who knows how to take a stand. You've bucked the trends; you've 
swum against the current; you've fought invisible enemies; you've stood your ground in the face 
of severe opposition. That's the kind of father you are.  

Because you know how to take a stand, because you hold to a strong value system, you've 
earned what most men truly desire but never receive - you've earned respect and love. Your 
family has given you these two gifts freely and willingly. But these gifts have come at great price. 

You've paid the price of rejection when you made an unpopular decision. It would have been so 
much easier to give in and quiet the protests. Instead, you took the heat and hearts were 
changed. That's the kind of father you are.  

You've absorbed the loss of peace when selfishness and sin needed to be rebuked. You could 
have simply ignored the fatal symptoms. Instead, you lovingly confronted and averted                          
catastrophe. That's the kind of father you are. 

You've surrendered security to teach responsibility behind the wheel. You've contributed                   
coveted evenings to support endless events and encourage the growth of timid talents. You've 
sacrificed sleep to pray for God's protection when your family was under attack. 

Oh ... that explains it. That's why you're the kind of father you are. You depend on His strength 
not yours - His resolve, not your own - His determination, His wisdom, His love. You're willing to 
make the sacrifices you do because you understand the great price that your Father paid to take 
care of you. He sacrificed all so that you could live. That's the kind of Father He is - and that's 
why you're the kind of father you are. That's why you're so loved. 

                                                                     ______________ 

Not all of our fathers were all of these things and for some, they were none. When we only            
depend on our earthly dads, we run the risk of being let down, even though we hope that never 
happens. When, however, we fully depend on our heavenly Father, we can be sure that he’ll be 
there. Please know that your Father God, loves you deeply and wants to have a full and               
wonderful relationship with you. This Father’s Day, open your arms and heart to that love as you 
take a moment to remember your earthly dad.  

     Grace and peace, 

        Pastor Chris 
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United Methodist Men 
Have GONE FISHIN”!  

The UMM Program and 
lunch meetings will resume in September. Have a great             
summer! 

If you have questions, please contact one of the UMM                            
coordinators, Bob Hawkins, Bob Bodwell or George                         
McKeown at UMM@aldersgatede.org  

2016 Confirmands 

Front Row, left to right: Chaily Derecskey, Brandon Gladden, Ben Shea 

Back Row, left to right: Keila Pennington, Gracie Landis, Emma Lardear, Alex Saville, Jonathon Gladden, Tyler Shenk, Annie Shea, 

Kavi Bhushan, Mia Wichmann, Chip Cross 

 

Thanks to their mentors: Sandy Anderson, Janet Atwater, Cheryl Beeson, Carey Cross, Sharon Jennelly, Sharon Owens, Dinah 
Schlecht, Diane Shea, Renee Shenk, Joanne Smeltz, Taber Smith, Nivana Takvorkian, and Jeff Walters. Thanks for a job well done! 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The 2016 Confirmand’s Interpretation 

 

Our Creator above, we are astounded by your holiness. Surround us 

with your loving Kingdom. Help us to make our world as                 

perfect as yours. Give us your strength to go into the world            

refreshed. Forgive all that we have done wrong and when others sin 

against us, help us to be patient with them. Shepherd us when we 

stray and turn us away from the path of evil. All you created, your 

strength, your glory will remain in us forever. Amen! 

 

mailto:UMM@aldersgatede.org
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Got Space—Can We Use IT?  

For the past several years, several of our members had garage 

space that they generously loaned to us so we could provide 

donation pickups more frequently and store the items in     

preparation for the Rummage Sale. For a variety of reasons, 

we’re losing the majority of our garage storage space. If you 

have a garage that you’re not fully using, please contact Don 

Moore to offer up as little as 1/2 of a single car garage. Being 

able to store items we pick up all year 

has made a huge difference in the  

profitability of our sales. There MAY 

even be a tax advantage for you! Don’s 

contact information is 302-235-8554 or                                                                                              

Lndmoore@comcast.net. 

GROWing In Christian Faith                                                                                                                                                                                                

Ellen Leonzio, GROW Team Leader 

From CHAPTER 6 (continued)  United Methodist Questions, United Methodist Answers" by F. Belton Joyner, Jr. 

What is the role of a Lay Person? 

A person who is baptized and a confirmed member of a church is Lay Person. In addition to attending church 

each Sunday, there are many ways lay persons can strengthen his or her faith:   

Small steps make a big impact. The Pastor’s responsibilities are numerous and a pastor looks to the congregation (the laity) for             

persons who would be great Lay Leaders. Lay Leaders are strong in spiritual strength and lead by example. They greet new        

members and encourage participation in church activities; they are the liaison between the congregation and the pastor; they              

support the Pastor’s mission and vision; and find creative ways to bring people closer to God. Our co-lay leaders, Betsy Diemer and 

Taber Smith, created the SUP dinners which have been a big success!!! Lay Leaders represent Christian Discipleship.   

John Wesley came to America to spread God’s word. Small groups gathered wherever convenient; a person’s home, an open field, 

even in a graveyard (!) eager to hear John preach. He needed help and invited his “lay preacher” (as John Wesley called them) 

friends to America to meet the demand. They were strong in their faith, participated in their individual churches and answered the 

call to come to America to help with the Methodist movement. 

The role of a Lay Person is to continue to grow in faith, to spread their faith, and to invite others to attend Sunday Service to grow in 

Christian Faith. Small steps make a big impact.   

The Creeds of the Church 

Another word for “creed” is “belief.  In Latin, “credo” means “I believe.”; an affirmation of faith or beliefs. Scripture is always                 

primary for United Methodists, and historically creeds have been an accepted part of the liturgy. The United Methodist Hymnal 

contains 9 creeds (or affirmations). Only two – The Apostles’ Creed and Nicene Creed – are recognized as true Creeds as they were 

products of ecumenical councils. 

APOSTLES’ CREED.  As the title suggests the origin of the Apostles Creed was The Old Roman Creed. It is reported that in the early 

eighth century Priminius (a monk) wrote the Apostles Creed.      

 Join the choir 

 Signup for a Bible Study (Fall / Spring)  

 Attend Arts @ Aldersgate events 

 Support the youth fund-raising                 

projects for their annual mission trip  

 Volunteer time for Family Promise 

 Attend a UMW Circle or UMM                 

luncheon to learn about their projects   

 and many more...  

Dear Aldersgate Family 

I want to thank everyone for all you have done since Doug’s 

sudden death. So many of you attended his memorial service 

while several helped with the reception, making our family and 

friends feel very welcome. I have received so many beautiful 

notes and cards, hugs and        

expressions of love and                    

concern. I am so very grateful 

that Doug and I have had so 

many happy years here                      

together at Aldersgate. 

 

Sincerely,  

Meredith McGregor 

mailto:Lndmoore@comcast.net


Share the Journey   4 June 2016 

Greetings from your Finance Committee Chair!                                                                                                                                            

By Dorothy Whiteman, Finance Committee Chair  

In May we formally welcomed our confirmands into the church family, and many of us began our 

summer vacation planning. During this time of year we on the Finance Committee like to remind 

the congregation that contributions typically fall during the summer months. I ask you to please continue to remember                 

Aldersgate throughout the spring and summer as all of our lives get busier and we venture outside to enjoy the spring and summer 

months. Let’s get down to the numbers. 

Our contributions remain behind historic levels at this time of the year. Usually, through April, the congregation has met 34% of our 

annual budget in contributions. This year we are at 27%. Total contributions through April are $226,000, compared to budget of 

$279, 000 and prior year of $260,000.  

On the brighter side, our Year-To-Date expenses remain below budgeted levels at $369, 000 or $14,000 below budget and $32,000 

below last year. Year-To-Date net income is $13,000 or $6,000 below budget and $21,000 below last year. For an additional view of 

the numbers, it is helpful to compare our results to those of the prior 12 months and the years before. Below is a chart which                 

includes our income and expenses for the last three years ending April 30th. 

 

Thank you for your continued dedication to the mission and ministry of Aldersgate, a significant place where disciples are made. 

Aldersgate: Open Hearts—Open Minds—Open Doors 

Prior 12 month comparison - 12 months ending:

4/30/2016 4/30/2015 4/30/2014

Income 1,071,229$       1,116,632$       1,196,053$       

Expenses 1,041,497         1,054,645         1,223,485         

Net Income 29,732$            61,988$            (27,432)$           

Contributions 730,393$          752,939$          754,758$          

Calling All Singers & Musicians! 

We are looking for individuals and groups who would like to provide Special 

Music for the Traditional and/or Journey services this summer, as well as 

individuals who would like to periodically sing or play with the Journey 

Band.  If you’ve always wanted to “share your musical gifts” but were         

hesitant about a long term commitment – this message is for you!  

Please contact: 

Janet Atwater (Journey Service)   Janet@JanetAtwater.com 

Kurt Collins (Traditional Service)  Kurt.Collins@aldersgatede.org 

 

Emma Quinn Smith 

Born May 17, 2016 - 7 lbs. 11 oz. 
Natasha and Ryan Smith, proud parents.                                                                                             

Royal Lowthert and Jane Smith, proud grandparents. 

mailto:Janet@JanetAtwater.com
mailto:Kurt.Collins@aldersgatede.org


Share the Journey   5 June 2016 

GriefShare  

GriefShare, a grief recovery support group,              

welcomes all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.   

 Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236 

 Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236                                 

Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more                 

information:     http://www.griefshare.org/  

Going Green Reminder       

To change your newsletter distribution method or be dropped 

from distribution, paper or electronic, please call the church              

office at 302-478-2575 or email                                                                   

messenger@aldersgatede.org. 

It Doesn’t Happen Without You                                                     

Church: It doesn’t happen without you!  

In May we received 18 new members into our church family,         
including 13 in the Confirmation Class of 2016. Did you know 
that each confirmand had a mentor, an adult member of our                         
congregation? We want to recognize those mentors: Sandy                
Anderson, Janet Atwater, Cheryl Beeson, Carey Cross, Sharon  
Jennelly, Sharon Owens, Diane Shea, Renee Shenk, Joanne 
Smeltz, Taber Smith, Nivana Takvorkian, and Jeff Walters. 
Thanks for a job well done! 

Our first season of ‘SUP dinners finished up in May. Your lay             
leaders could not have made it through without the help of 
many people, including Ellen Leonzio, Carolyn Fleckenstein, 
Nancy Hough, Kyle Smith, Brett Landis, Jeff Walters, the Crazy 
Ladies Bible Study, Generation Go, and the Confirmands, as well 
as Aldersgate’s wonderful staff members. We also needed the 
help of everyone who donated school supplies, food for the 
Harvest Food Festival, warm socks and long underwear, more 
food, supplies for Ronald McDonald House, Camp Pecometh 
supplies, and financial donations for the youth mission trip! 
What a difference you all have made in the world through your 
donations. 

On Sunday, June 12 we will celebrate Laity Sunday. We hope 
you will join us in appreciating all the ways members contribute 
to worship, learning, and missions throughout the year. Looking 
ahead, if you or your small group would like to take                               
responsibility for one of the dinners in the second season of 
SUP, see or contact one of us. We are planning for them now. 

Meanwhile, be in prayer for Annual Conference, which runs 
from June 9 – 11. Our lay representatives are Brian Merritt and 
Henry Daum. Please remember, if you have special prayer con-
cerns, you can share them on the pew cards during worship at 
all services, or send a message to Pastor Don or one of us. 

Taber Smith and Betsy Diemer, layleader@aldersgatede.org 

May was very exciting for the student ministry. On Pentecost 
Sunday, we welcomed 13 students as new church members 
through Confirmation. Two of them were also baptized! 
Thank you to everyone at Aldersgate for supporting our               
students through their faith journey. It means so much for 
the entire church body to be supportive of our students 
through the covenant of baptism to confirmation and                    
beyond! I look forward to watching this group grow in Christ 
and seeing how they become an important piece of the                   
Aldersgate body.  

I also want to thank you for your support of our students as 
we get ready for our mission trip this summer in July. With 
your support we raised over $800 at the mission trip                  
fundraiser dinner on May 13. I look forward to sharing our 
mission experience with you later this summer.  

   Grace and peace, 

     Adam 

Summer Worship Schedule Begins on Summer Worship Schedule Begins on Summer Worship Schedule Begins on 

Sunday, June 5.Sunday, June 5.Sunday, June 5.   

There will be a family Hershey Park trip on June 16. We 
will leave the church at 8 a.m. and the cost is $35 if we 
have 20 or more people. If you're interested, please 
contact   adam.west@aldersgatede.org. 

http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:messenger@aldersgatede.org
mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
mailto:adam.west@aldersgatede.org
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Each month, milestone anniversaries are listed as well as all 
those over 50 years.  While we can all benefit from knowing 
that marriages truly can exist for more than 5 decades, we 
want to recognize those milestone years (i.e. 5, 10 15, 20 ) for 
all.  Congratulations!   
 
Eugene & Beverly Rasmussen 68 years on June 3 

Ronald & Dorothy Baughman 61 years on June 5 

Taber & Kyle Smith  20 years on June 8 

Josh & Ashley Smith  5 years on June 9 

Robert & Mary Kay Hawkins  50 years on June 11 

Thomas & Mary Short  58 years on June 14 

Jack & Melva Smith  40 years on June 17 

Richard & Eileen Turner  56 years on June 18 

John & Clare Harvey  69 years on June 21 

Chris & Christy Pennington 20 years on June 22 

Andrew & Renee Shenk  20 years on June 22 

Mark & Jean Alford  10 years on June 23 

William & Barbara Bareford 54 years on June 23 

John & Carol Harvey  55 years on June 24 

Jon & Barbara Lassiter  54 years on June 24 

David & Sara McFarland  5 years on June 24 

Donald & Linda Moore  51 years on June 26 

David & Bonnie Finch  25 years on June 29 

Martin Ollenschleger &                                                                                   
Bonnie Rambo    25 years on June 29  

If you are not sure we have your anniversary and would like 
it to be included in the future, please contact Betty Moore 
(302-478-2575 ext. 117) or betty.moore@aldersgatede.org.                                                                   

All additions or corrections are gratefully accepted to keep 
our records up to date. 

Robert Trembath  April 19 

Fleecie Dahl   April 28 

Mary Boyer   May 06 

Ed Stephenson                 May 08 

Memorial and Special Gifts to Aldersgate 
Al Moore, PG&M Chair 

 
In the May Messenger, legacy giving to the Aldersgate              
Endowment Fund was described, with preservation of principal 
and use of income to perpetuate Aldersgate’s mission. In                  
addition to regular giving to the Operating Fund to support                 
current programs and operations, many members and friends 
choose to make memorial and special gifts. The Planned Giving & 
Memorials Committee (PG&M) manages the Memorials & Gifts 
Fund to facilitate such giving. Both principal and income from 
these gifts can be used for various purposes. The Memorial Fund 
is relatively small, about $125,000, since most gifts are spent 
within 5-10 years. 
 
The Memorial Fund receives gifts in memory of loved ones. Most 
of these are not designated for a specific use, but are                         
accumulated as Undesignated Memorial Gifts. With approvals by 
PG&M, Trustees, Finance Committee, and Lead Team, these 
funds have, for example, recently supported purchase of a new 
podium for The Journey service, installation of a handrail in         
sanctuary chancel, and furnishing the Foster Conference Room 
next to the pastor’s office. 
 
Other memorial gifts may be designated for specific purposes, 
such as support of music programs. A few years ago, a bequest 
from the Dick Seiss estate was designated for the “Aldersgate 
Missionary Fund,” which did not exist at the time. The Bequest 
Committee decided that this should be set up within the                       
Memorial Fund, so that both principal and interest could provide 
substantial support for Aldersgate mission trips such as the                   
upcoming youth mission trip in July. Guidelines were set to                     
assure continuity of the support for at least ten years. 
 
To assure appropriateness of gifts, members and friends                       
considering substantial gifts designated for special programs or 
projects should consult with one or more responsible persons, 
including Pastor Chris Pennington, Business Administrator Royal 
Lowthert, Trustees President Don Moore, and PG&M Chair Al 
Moore. 

May 1—Kathryn Jane Gleason,                                                              
daughter of Mark & Jacqueline Gleason       (Infant)                  

May 15—Kavi Bhushan,                                                                                 
son of Anant & Leighanne Bhushan               (Confirmand) 

May 15—Mia Wichmann,                                                                    
daughter of Mark & Mary Jean Wichmann  (Confirmand)  

Memorial Gifts:                                                      

Living Tributes for Lasting Memories 

mailto:betty.moore@aldersgatede.org
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IT WAS A HAPPY EARTH DAY SUNDAY!                                                                                                                                                         
By Lorraine Fleming, Caring for Creation Team  

 

On Earth Day Sunday, March 25, some 50 Aldersgaters ages 4 to 84 joined in three outdoor projects                 
following inspirational worship services celebrating God’s Creation. Litter pickup around the church 
grounds, spring cleanup in the courtyard, and litter pickup along the route of the 5K resulted in 20 bags 
of recyclables and trash (mostly the latter) and several barrels of branch cuttings and weeds. Much good work was accomplished, 
much fun was had, and the effort was welcomed enthusiastically by the neighboring communities.   

From your Caring for Creation Team a BIG THANK YOU TO ALL, especially the Youth, Generation Go, and Lost and Found Sunday 
School classes. 

Aldersgate's             
Cub scout Pack 
#67 collected 50 
pounds of trash 
in 15 minutes  
during this year's 
annual "dash for 
trash" around 
the church 
grounds. 
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Vacation Bible School!                                                                                                     

 June 20 – June 24 from 9 a.m. to Noon                                                                                                                  
Special program with Lunch on Friday, June 24 at 11 a.m. 

CAVE QUEST - Join us for Music, Deep Bible Quest, KidVid Cinema, Imagination 
Station, Cavern Cafe, Daily Bible Buddies, Spelunker Sports & Games. Register 
children ages 3 to 12 NOW!  
Ssuggested donation $20/family (Checks payable to Aldersgate Church) and 
includes a music CD. Any type of help is greatly appreciated. Please consider 

which days of the week you can help for an awesome VBS experience for the children!                                                                                                            
 
Register at www.aldersgatede.org or contact Sharon Jennelly at Sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or 302-478-6268 
ext. 118. 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Contact Information ______________________________________________________________________________________  

I would like to help BEFORE VBS by:  

 

 

I would like to help DURING VBS by:  (Using provided books and materials)     

 

Praying for VBS  *  Helping with Pre-registration  *  Decorating  *  Recruiting volunteers  * Gathering supplies  *  Coordinating Youth helpers 

Preschool Leader or Assistant: Prepare and lead/help the class. 

Bible Storyteller: Dress up and involve the children in the story. 

Imagination Station Leader: Collect supplies, prepare experi-
ments, and work with kids. 

Music Leader: Co-lead singing and movement station, and help 
with music in daily opening and closing. 

Snack Leader: Plan, prepare, and serve snacks.  

Recreation Leader: Prepare games and lead children in playing 
games. 

Group Leader: (Needs to be a youth or an adult) Lead a group of               
children from station to station, stay with group during opening 
and closing times, at dismissal, and release child to parent/
guardian. 

Photographer: Take pictures, download on laptop or print for 
boards and show them at the end of each day. 

Assembly Leader: Prepare and Co-lead the opening and closing                   
assembly for each day. 

Youth Assistant: Stay with the children and help in assigned ar-
ea. 

Nursery Assistant: Help in the nursery with children from infants 
to 2 years old. 

Coordinate Friday’s Lunch: Help plan, prepare and or cleanup 
the lunch after Friday’s program. 

Registrar: Help with first day registration and guide children to 
their groups. 

I’m willing to help wherever I’m needed! Monday    ____  Tuesday    ____   Wednesday    ____   Thursday    ____   Friday        

http://www.aldersgatede.org
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It’s time for summer vacation! Are you looking for high adventure? 

 

Or, are you looking for some quiet time with God?  

 

Pecometh Friends and Family Camp has it all!    Join your Aldersgate Family at Camp!  July 29 – 31. 

   

Questions?  Ask Brian & Cheryl Merritt or Ed and Sarah McFarland 

All ages welcome.  

Cheryl: cmmerritt@outlook.com or 302-528-1255 
Register Here ---http://www.pecometh.org/friends-and-family-camp 

   

We’ve saved you a seat!  

mailto:cmmerritt@outlook.com
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GARRISON KEILLOR ON "METHODISTS" 

 
We make fun of Methodists for their blandness, their excessive calm, their fear of giving offense, their lack of speed, and 
also for their secret fondness for macaroni and cheese. 

But nobody sings like them. If you were to ask an audience in New York City, a relatively Methodist-less place, to sing 
along on the chorus of "Michael Row the Boat Ashore," they will look daggers at you as if you had asked them to strip to 
their underwear. But if you do this among Methodists, they'd smile and row that boat ashore and up on the beach! And 
down the road! 

Many Methodists are bred from childhood to sing in four-part harmony, a talent that comes from sitting on the lap of 
someone singing alto or tenor or bass and hearing the harmonic intervals by putting your little head against that               
person's rib cage. 

It's natural for Methodists to sing in harmony. They are too modest to be soloists, too worldly to sing in unison. When 
you're singing in the key of C and you slide into the A7th and D7th chords, all two hundred of you, it's an emotionally 
fulfilling moment. By joining in harmony, they somehow promise that they will not forsake each other. 

I do believe this: People, these Methodists, who love to sing in four-part harmony are the sort of people you can call up 
when you're in deep distress. 

*If you're dying, they will comfort you. 

*If you are lonely, they'll talk to you. 

*And if you are hungry, they'll give you tuna salad. 

*Methodists believe in prayer, but would practically die if asked to pray out loud. 

*Methodists like to sing, except when confronted with a new hymn or a hymn with more than four stanzas. 

*Methodists believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital, even if they don't notify them that they are there. 

*Methodists usually follow the official liturgy and will feel it is their way of suffering for their sins. 

*Methodists believe in miracles and even expect miracles, especially during their stewardship visitation programs or 
when passing the plate. 

*Methodists think that the Bible forbids them from crossing the aisle while passing the peace. 

*Methodists drink coffee as if it were the Third Sacrament. 

*Methodists feel guilty for not staying to clean up after their own wedding reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

*Methodists are willing to pay up to one dollar for a meal at the church. 

*Methodists still serve Jell-O in the proper liturgical color of the season and think that peas in a tuna casserole adds too 
much color. 

*Methodists believe that it is OK to poke fun at themselves and never take themselves too seriously. 

And finally, You know you are a Methodist when: 
It's 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you still have coffee after the service. 

You hear something funny during the sermon and smile as loudly as you can. 

Donuts are a line item in the church budget, just like coffee. 

When you watch a Star Wars movie and they say, "May the Force be with you," you respond, "and also with you." 

And lastly, it takes ten minutes to say good-bye! 
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United Methodist Women 

 
On Sunday, May 15 nearly 60 people participated in the 7th 
Annual Aldersgate Family Service Day Project sponsored 
by Hannah Circle. We made hygiene kits for Southbridge    

Neighborhood House, exam study kits for the Wesley             
Foundation at UD (displayed below), cards for homebound 
members of the church, letters for military personnel, and 
blessing food bags for the homeless. Thank you to everyone 

who participated and/or donated supplies.                                                                   
When we all do a little we can accomplish a lot.  
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What’s Inside...What’s Inside...What’s Inside...   MEET THE NEED—Sometimes You Feel Like a Snack                                           
The Crazy Ladies are at it AGAIN!  

As you may recall, last July we requested that you bring non-perishable 
food items with you to church for a summertime food drive to fill a great 
need at Neighborhood House. The Crazy Ladies Study Group delivered 
the badly-needed food to fill empty shelves and were blessed in the              
process. 

This year, we’re asking that you help us again by bringing cereal and 
snacks to feed the children of Neighborhood House once school is out.  

We’re having a Cereal and Snack Drive on Sunday, June 12. Please bring  
boxes of dry cereal and/or snacks that are individually wrapped to help 
fill this need and we’ll deliver the goods to Neighborhood House the  
following Tuesday. Thanks for your support! 

Aldersgate’s Crazy Ladies Study Group meets most Tuesdays at 10:30 
a.m. in the Library at church and there’s always room for more! Those 
who are currently participating are Sandy Anderson, Cheryl Beeson,            
Barbara Buckley, Betsy Deimer, Donna Hitch, Nancy Hough, Barbara Lugg, 
Anne Murray, Mary Jane Prince, and Susan Schranck. 

 


