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  A significant place where disciples are made July 2021 

Where Do You Find Your Freedom? 

 

John 8:31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed 
in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free.” 

 
What is it that makes you feel free? Think of the times in your life when you have felt 
the most free.  Was it in your youth when you had not a care in the world?  I 
remember, with great fondness, the carefree moments together with friends as we 
chatted or spent time at the beach.  I recall one evening sitting on the hood of my car 
watching an eclipse of the moon with my best friend.  We hardly spoke a word as we 
watched this wonder in the heavens.  We were free as birds. Is it in your retirement? 
Perhaps now that you’ve spent your life in the work place preparing for a time when 
you would no longer need to work that you find that freedom. I’ll admit that I’ve begun 
to wonder about that time in my life though it’s still a few years down the road. 
 
As my middle child graduated from Brandywine High School this year, I see the need 
to begin to free up the strings that hold her so closely to me.  It causes my mental clock 
to seem to move more swiftly. 
 
Is your freedom found as you consider what some of you and many others have done 
to secure it?  Our national freedom has been fought for and guarded by the bravest 
men and women on the planet.  Our freedom is not free or cheap but dearly expensive. 
It has cost the lives of those who sacrificed themselves for something larger than any 
one of them. 
 
This month, as a nation, we’ll pause to remember and celebrate our independence. 
We’ll have many family gatherings and probably see and hear many forms of those 
celebrations. It’s good and right that we should take the time to recognize such an 
important date in our history but let’s not forget another freedom afforded us. The 
freedom of life that Christ gives us.  Keep in mind the whole reason the original settlers 
came to America was for religious freedom.  Without Christ, that reason would not 
have existed. 
 
So in the midst of all the hoopla of the 4th of July, don’t forget to honor the perfecter 
and author of our ultimate freedom, Jesus Christ. He is the way, the truth and the life 
and in Him you will always be free! 
 
God bless you and God bless the United States of America! 
 

Pastor Chris 
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    From Your Lay Leaders 
 

       layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

We are happy to lift up quite a few happenings this summer. We are really pleased that this summer 

brings us a new member of our pastoral staff. Although Rob McFarland is not new to Aldersgate, we 

are excited about his calling to become Pastor of Worship for our church. We pray for Rob as he takes on this 

expanded role that will include his continued leading of our Music Ministries here at Aldersgate. If you 

haven’t heard about this, please read all about it in the June Messenger.   

Summer is also bringing a little relaxation from some of the Covid protocols, such as temperature checks and 

advance registration, for in person worship. But be assured that Aldersgate will still be well in compliance 

with state guidelines. We are still masking while in the building and maintaining distanced seating in the 

sanctuary.  So please come when you feel comfortable. Everyone’s safety and well being is number one.  

We pray for our Youth and Young Adult Summer activities, especially for the Mission Trip July 18 and also 

our VBS 2021. 

This summer  brings a return to cookouts, picnics and fireworks for July 4. As we gather to have fun and eat 

good food, we also give thanks and celebrate our precious democracy and independence. We wish everyone 

peace, love, joy and a safe July 4.  

Please let Sharon and me know of any prayer concerns you may have.  

Anne ampelican@comcast.net 

Sharon sowens@mtb.com 

Blessings,  

Anne Murray and  Sharon Owens 

 

Mission u 

“Each year, United Methodists prepare for faithful living and action by 
participating in Mission u, a transformative education program that offers 
study on biblically grounded curricula. These curricula are intended to 
motivate, inform and enrich our commitment to be in ministry for a more just 
and equitable world, locally and globally.” (UMW website) 

 

This year Mission u will be virtual and is scheduled for 

7/9 and 10, topic “Finding Peace in an Anxious World” 

7/23 and 24, topic “ Pushout, the Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools” 

8/13 and 14, topic for Youth study “ Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence” 

 

For more information and to register visit https://pendel-reg.brtapp.com/missionu2021 

 

Registration deadline is July 1,  2021 

                                           

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
mailto:ampelican@comcast.net
mailto:sowens@mtb.com
https://pendel-reg.brtapp.com/missionu2021
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Hello Everyone! 

 Aldersgate DE Student Ministries and Young Adult Ministries has been blessed 

to already be in full swing with a busy summer! Prayers are appreciated as we take 

this summer to re-gather in person for activities and events such as “Impact” youth 

group, “Amplified” young adult small group, and a variety of other programs and 

events. This summer we have a focus on re-engaging our faith into our everyday lives 

so that youth and young adults may deepen their personal relationship with Christ. 

One way in which this has been accomplished recently is at our very first ever Young 

Adult Retreat which took place June 11-13, 2021 at Refreshing Mountain Retreat 

Center in Ephrata, PA. Check out some pictures from our incredible weekend where 

we participated in a variety of activities and worship sessions to learn about the 

freedom we find in Christ.  

 We also have many other fellowship and faith development opportunities this 

summer! Make sure the following dates are in your calendars: 

Outdoor Amplified: Every Tuesday 7-8:30 p.m. 

Outdoor Impact:  Every Sunday 7-8:30 p.m. 

Outdoor Movie Nights: July 9, August 20th  

Young Adult Pool Party: July 6 

Youth Pool Party: July 11 

Young Adult Panera Fellowship: July 4, August 4 

Youth Water Tubing: July 14 

Youth Ice Cream Nights: July 28, August 25 

Mission Trip: July 18-23 

Youth Hike: August 8 

 

Thank you all for the support of our young people at Aldersgate! If you would ever 

like to volunteer or be involved feel free to contact me at 

emily.green@aldersgatede.org. I pray that you all have a wonderful summer! 

Blessings, 

Emily Green 
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At the Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference... 

The Peninsula Delaware Annual Conference 2021 was held on Zoom from Thursday, June 10 through 

Saturday June 12. As your Lay Representatives, we were pleased to attend, although we could not sit 

together, since we each needed an independent login and device so our votes could be reported!  

Unlike last year’s Zoom conference, this year debate was permitted although there was very little of 

this in contrast to typical debate at in-person conferences.   

The Theme for the conference was Heal Us, Lord taken from Jeremiah 30:17.  A number of videos were shared 

emphasizing different aspects of healing.  Another meaningful set of videos showed how various charges around 

the conference responded to challenges of the pandemic in order to continue worship and ministry.  These were 

truly inspiring. 

In addition to the usual resolutions required for ongoing conference operations and programming (all adopted), 

this year’s business included a resolution to designate Zoar UMC in Odessa as a Conference Historic Site and 

eleven more resolutions from churches wishing to disaffiliate under the Taylor Plan.  Together these twelve 

resolutions (also all adopted) comprised more than half the business of this Annual Conference. 

Before moving to details of the disaffiliations, we’d like to highlight the historical role of Zoar UMC.  The 

resolution cited its establishment in 1845 as a meeting place for the enslaved and free Black community, 

enabling full participation and leadership in Christian worship.  It also cites the pioneer effort of its pastors to 

conduct “the first Conference of Colored Preachers.”  In addition, local legend attributes Zoar Church as a 

resting place for enslaved freedom seekers on the way north to liberty. 

As a reminder, the Taylor Plan allows churches to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church while retaining 

possession of their building and personal property.  Under the trust clause, such property is owned by the 

denomination, not by the local church.  The only basis under the Taylor Plan for suspending the trust clause is 

for a local church to express by greater than 2/3 vote that they, “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in 

the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the 

ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General 

Conference, or the actions or inactions of the annual conference related to these issues which follow,” do wish to 

disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church.   The eleven churches disaffiliating this year join the four that 

disaffiliated in 2020.   All of these churches must satisfy obligations to the Annual Conference to complete the 

disaffiliation process which include payment of 2 years of apportionments as well as their liabilities for pensions 

and retiree medical coverage. 

The eleven churches resolving to disaffiliate in 2021 are given below.  Churches listed together form a multi-

point charge served by the same pastor. 

Long Neck UMC, Millsboro, DE 

Gumboro UMC, Gumboro, DE  &  Carey’s UMC, Millsboro, DE 

Line UMC, Delmar, DE  &  Bethel UMC, Millsboro, DE 

Providence UMC, Georgetown, DE  &  St. John’s UMC, Georgetown, DE 

Hickory Hill UMC, Dagsboro, DE 

Grace UMC, Salisbury, MD 

St. Martin’s UMC, Berlin, MD 

Ebenezer (Rockawalkin) UMC, Hebron, MD  

One of the final events of the conference was a recognition of pastors who are retiring this year, including Larry 

Jamison and Karen Tunnell, both of whom formerly served at Aldersgate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bert & Betsy Diemer 
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Volunteer as a Sunday School Teacher! We are gearing up for an exciting fall 
with reuniting the Sunday School program between the two worship services (10:10 
a.m. – 10:50 a.m.). Of course we need teachers and substitutes for this to happen! 
Please contact Sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org if you are interested in serving in 
this most important ministry for our children and families.  

We are hiring 2-3 Nursery Teachers for Sundays mornings (8:45 a.m.)  

9 a.m.-Noon (12:15 p.m.) starting in September. Contact Sharon for the details! 

 

JOIN the Aldersgate Preschool Teaching Team! Aldersgate Preschool is a part-time 
program and able to offer part-time teaching opportunities! We are in the process 
of interviewing qualified teachers, assistant teachers and substitute positions to be 
ready for the fall. Contact Sharon Jennelly for all the exciting details! 

Aldersgate Preschool is enrolling for Fall classes!  

We are enrolling all 18 month, 2-year-old, 3-year-old and PreK children for the fall 
program. To enroll your child: Contact Sharon to discuss openings and opportunities at Aldersgate. The 
Registration Form and more details are on the Aldersgate Preschool Page, www.aldersgatede.org  

Blessings, 

Sharon Jennelly 
Director of Children’s Ministry &  

Aldersgate Preschool 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

2313 Concord Pike 

Wilmington, DE 19803 

Office: (302) 478-2575 

Cell: (302) 562-5808 

www.aldersgatede.org 

sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org   

Amazon Contributions  to Aldersgate  

This is the quarterly notification to inform you that AmazonSmile has made a charitable donation to the 

charity you’ve selected, Aldersgate United Methodist Church, in the amount of $68.46 as a result of qualifying 

purchases made by you and other customers who have selected this charity. 

 

Thanks to customers shopping at smile.amazon.com, or with AmazonSmile ON in the Amazon Shopping app, 

everyday purchases have generated over $293 million in donations to charities worldwide so far. 

 

AmazonSmile's impact: 

$956.74 to Aldersgate United Methodist Church (total to date) 

$262,635,668.36 to all charities in the US 

$293,003,584.01 to all charities worldwide 

To track donations or change your charity, simply visit Your AmazonSmile Impact page. 

WOW: All You Need Is Love 
VBS. We were able to offer an 
online program instead of in 
person VBS this summer. All 5-
12 year old children and their 
families were to view the 
episodes on the AldersgateDE 
Children’s Ministry page or 
YouTube at their convenience. 
We are seeing the blessings by 
being online hoping to share Jesus with even more 
children! 

mailto:Sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
http://www.aldersgatede.org
http://www.aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=19Q6DRTCKUBA6&K=19716966SBPQQ&M=urn:rtn:msg:2021061416073716faecb2e170436c90d12b0fdd30p0na&R=2NUPCN965GN8&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_8705550_588247300_smi_em_l1_smi_b_evg_eng_mkt&H=HNAUFJ9FIBAV95TFZBTG
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=19Q6DRTCKUBA6&K=19716966SBPQQ&M=urn:rtn:msg:2021061416073716faecb2e170436c90d12b0fdd30p0na&R=21YU8H38DWIPF&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fchpf%2Fdashboard%2Fref%3Dpe_8705550_588247300_smi_em_l2_mi_b_evg_eng_mk
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Ron and Christine Wesley  July 1 32 years 

David Gosse and Sarah Hopkins  July 7 20 years 

John and Joy Ericson  July 9 61 years 

Justin and Ashley Reader  July 11 6 years 

Richard and Mary Anne Stazesky  July 11 68 years 

Brian and Karen Erskine  July 14 16 years 

David and Ann Benfer  July 15 61 years 

George and Jill McKeown  July 15 32 years 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

David and Stacie DiGiacoma  July 17 22 years 

Roger and J E Maansson  July 17 17 years 

John and Sharon Jennelly  July 21 31 years 

Ken and Joyce Persing  July 21 15 years 

James and Rebekah Wang  July 25 6 years 

Ryan and Nitasha Smith  July 26 8 years 

Mark and Mary Jean Wichmann  July 29 26 years 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

During the week of Memorial Day, Aldersgate supported two families at the 

Family Promise Hospitality Center.  Aldersgate was asked to provide daily 

evening meals, groceries, pantry needs, and prayer.   Our volunteers made 

grocery store runs, prepared hot home-cooked meals, and provided a 

socially distanced delivery of the food to the guests each night of the week.   

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides families with daily case management 

support from professional staff in their search for gainful employment and sustainable housing. 

Staff keep in touch with families who graduate from the program to ensure lasting independence.  

Despite the challenges of the pandemic, Family Promise was able to serve 128 

families in 2020. 77% secured permanent housing in an average of 42 days in the 

program!  Aldersgate is one of over 45 partner congregations in New Castle County that make 

this program possible.  We are a small part of the 2,100 volunteers providing 9,600 hours of 

volunteer service.   

Thank you to our amazing volunteers: The Davenport and Judy Families, The Gosse-

Hopkins Family, Rob & Mandy McFarland, Christine & Ron Wesley, Troop 67-Andy 

Ziegler & Nick Fuhs, Ned Landis, Nancy Hough, Judy Morton, Mt. Lebanon Emmaus 

Group-Iva Boardman, Kathy Daum, & Barbara Buckley. 

A reminder that we are actively seeking a new set-up coordinator to join our team.  We do not 

know exactly when we will resume hosting guests onsite- but when we do, we will need help 

with coordinating Aldersgate’s volunteers to set up our Sunday School rooms and 

transform them into comfortable bedrooms.  The set-up coordinator assists us in showing 

volunteers how to inflate mattresses, make beds, set up lamps, alarm clocks, and put privacy 

screens on windows.  The coordinator also leads our volunteers in distributing the laundry needs 

and put everything away for next time.  Finally, Brian and the setup coordinator tend to the 

occasional issues with deflated beds or other set-up items that might pop up during the week.  If 

you think you might be interested in this rewarding volunteer opportunity, please reach out to 

Brian.   

The next opportunity to volunteer with Family Promise is the week of September 12, 
2021. To volunteer or find out more please contact Brian at bjmerritt@outlook.com.    
 
With gratitude, The Merritt Family   

mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
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Editor’s note: Ken Wright was an active member of Aldersgate 

Church for many years. He passed away in December of 2020. 

Pecometh Expands Leadership 

Development Center 

I am excited to announce that Pecometh Camp 

& Retreat Ministries will partner with the 

Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference 

(BWC) to resource leadership development 

programming to serve the Peninsula-Delaware 

Conference (PDC) and BWC. The Center for 

Clergy Excellence at Pecometh, which was 

established in 2015, will become the Center for 

Vital Leadership (CVL) and will expand its 

focus to include lay adults and young people, as 

well as clergy. 

  

I will continue to serve as Pecometh’s Executive 

Director, as well as the CVL Director. I will 

work with leadership from PDC and BWC to 

identify needs and opportunities to develop 

principled Christian leaders for the church and 

the world. The CVL will use a common program 

development platform to promote connection, 

cross-pollination and common growth 

opportunities among laity and clergy from both 

PDC and BWC. 

  

The three-year partnership begins July 1.  It is 

expected to lead the way in modeling 

collaboration as PDC and BWC formally 

affiliate on September 1 under the leadership of 

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling. Further, it has the 

potential to greatly increase usage at 

Pecometh’s Riverview Retreat Center as 

persons from BWC are introduced to the beauty 

and tranquility of the Eastern Shore. More 

importantly, it will expand PDC’s ability to 

develop the leadership it needs to guide our 

churches through uncertain times. Thanks be 

to God! 

  

Rev. Jack Shitama 

Executive Director 

Pecometh Camp & Retreat Ministries 

(410) 556-6900 x101 

Have fun AND pack your resume with critical 

21st century skills - apply to join our summer 

camp staff! 

It's time to register for summer camp - check 

out our FAQ for more information!  

Connect with us on Facebook.  

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!wFMJhJrHLhGNd+nmjiMm07u0JF3-hV57mHJBozcMLEP3d3bfHZm8cSfBXi-5pg0D0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!wFMJhJrHLhGNd+nmjiMm07u0JF3-hV57mHJBozcMLEP3d3bfHZm8cSfBXi-5pg0D0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!G2xtSMsXmkopmpZKLiLWDVUWz0fsZkb-O7bb5JpqHKZhP2gXnRW67W6OnHIzSPF0M
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!Hif2ePFxIStF91zyU6EDD+qfsOxyG7I5Hx1EuqxhaC6b4nys4R7RIsTCqx6Da6mN0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!x6sFv0Wp538hPVPF0u2LrRa+jGSYagDRNdX2n8KQz2FX0MpzETrWr5q8l9+3lFweM


Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

What’s Inside...  Worship Services: 
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE  In-Person 
and Live-Stream  at 9 a.m. 
TRADITIONAL SERVICE In-Person and 
Live-Stream at 11 a.m.    
          

You can find Live-Stream at: 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/  

 

Or YouTube at: 

 AldersgateDE - YouTube  

Or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w 

And hit the subscribe button 

  NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

New Office Hours beginning May 1: 
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Fridays 9 a.m.-12 noon. 

* By Appointment only at this time. Please call the office 
(302-478-2575)  
 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leaders’ Message 2 

United Methodist Women 2 

Student and Young Adult Ministries 3 
Pennsylvania-Delaware Conference 4 
Preschool & Children’s Minstry 5 

Milestones and Thank You notes 6 

A Labyrinth Poem 7 

Church Hours 8 

  

  

  

  

  

  

More to 

come… 

  Next 

month 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

