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 Aldersga  e  
  A significant place where disciples are made July 2018  

  

On July 2, 1776 the American Colonies through 
the Second Continental Congress voted into 
action a resolution of independence, thus, mak-
ing the American Colonies legally separate from 
Great Britain. A team lead by Thomas Jefferson 
set into action to describe this decision in a for-
mal document. We know this document as the 
Declaration of Independence which was signed on July 4, 1776—just two days later. 
We now celebrate our day of independence. 
Imagine the excitement as this document was being signed. Feel the energy in the 
room as the quill was passed from member to member. Hear the joyous and trium-
phant laughter as John Hancock grabbed the quill and sealed his place in history mak-
ing his signature the largest and most prominent. We can only barely experience this 
historic moment vicariously through our imagination, but, we can imagine what those 
initial ripples of freedom felt like for the early ‘Americans’. 
Now, imagine the excitement as experienced by a person who has just received Jesus 
Christ into their life for the first time or has really rededicated their life to His service. 
The freedom we experience as Americans is magnificent and is a testament to the 
work done by a group of patriots a long time ago who had a vision for what a place 
would be like, free from the fetters of an oppressive ruler, but the freedom we experi-
ence as Christians is incomparable. This freedom is a testament to God and God’s un-
failing, unconditional love for the children whom he created. Our declaration of inde-
pendence is, “Jesus is Lord!!” 
Let’s take a moment amidst the picnics and cookouts when the family is gathered to-
gether to give thanks, certainly for our founding fathers, and most definitely for the 
brave men and women serving our country both here and abroad. Let’s however, not 
forget to give eternal thanks for the original founding Father, God the Father. For 
without God and His love for us, we would have nothing of true worth. Let’s declare 
our independence from things which separate us from God and declare full depend-
ence on the Lord. 
Have a truly blessed and safe Fourth of July!! 
 
Grace and peace, 

Pastor Chris 
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From Your Lay Leaders 

By now, everyone should have adjusted to the summer worship schedule.  Did you know that the worship 
schedule is not the only schedule that has changed at Aldersgate?  You may know that the Church has ad-
justed its fiscal year from the calendar year to a July 1 to June 30 fiscal year.  The new fiscal year will allow 
your Finance Committee to better prepare the Church’s budget.  Along with the change in the Church’s fiscal 
year, the terms of people serving in Church leadership positions were adjusted to match.  Those of you who 
are regular readers  of this space may recall that the the Leadership Development and Nominating Commit-
tee was working on asking people to serve on some of the committees that do the work of the Church.  We 
are all grateful to those who have answered the call to serve.         

 
It seems appropriate to recognize those whose terms have ended.  Committee Chairs are: Board of Trustees 
Chair Jonathan Dyke,  Communications Chair Sheena Gladden, Planned Giving and Memorials Chair, Al 
Moore and Co-Lay Leader Betsy Diemer.  Others who are finishing their service are Kitty Lugar as Worship 
Leader, Don Moore as a Trustee, Bill Holloway, Matt Anderson and LisaAnn Trembeth as Finance Committee 
members, Debbie Pittinger and Bea Massih as Leadership Development and Nominating Committee mem-
bers, and Henry Daum as one of the Lay Members to Annual Conference.   All have given faithfully of their 
time and energy in service to the Church.  Finally, as everyone knows, Pastor Don has retired.  Those of us 
who attend the 9:00 traditional service will miss his unfailingly inspirational messages.     

 
When you see these servant leaders, please say a word of thanks to them for their service to Aldersgate and 
keep them in your prayers as they continue their walks with Jesus Christ.         

 
 Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew cards during worship 

at all services.  We hope to see you at church. 

  Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton, layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 

As you may have noticed, I look a little bit different. My beard has been shaved off! Because all the envelopes 

were taken and returned to support the youth mission trip, I’m beardless. Aldersgate has done a wonderful job 

of supporting our youth ministry and the mission teams that we send to 

serve every summer and this year was no different. Because of all your 

support, we’re able to serve this summer in Providence, RI working with a 

local church. I feel truly blessed to serve as youth director at a church 

that really supports and loves our students. I look forward to serving in 

July and reporting back to y’all about all that we were able to accom-

plish and what God did in the lives of those we were serving and in our 

own lives as well. Please pray for students as we serve in Providence 

July 14-20.  

   Adam West 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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         Your Finance Committee Report 
 

 
 

Isn’t it funny how just when you think things are going smoothly, the bottom falls out? 
 
In May our contributions were significantly lower than the average monthly giving this year by about 
40%. This would indicate that the summer slowdown in contributions is occurring earlier. The result 
is that income was lower than budget by 13% and about 5% less than last year. 
 
Expenses are in line with the budget but remain slightly higher than last year. Bottom line is a $66.8k 
year-to-date loss versus a $12.8k loss last year at this time. 
 
As the summer holiday/vacation time arrives, please keep in mind that the expenses for maintaining 
the facility and administrative costs do not take a vacation. We now have electronic contribution 
options that are available to you to easily maintain your financial commitment to the church. 

Committee members (through June 

2018) 

Chair – John Prince (2020) 

Matt Anderson (2018) 

Bill Holloway (2018) 

Ferris Wharton (2018) 

Brett Landis (2019) 

Janeen Ernst (2019) 

Dorothy Whiteman (2019) 

Preston Cooper (2020) 

Dennis Snyder (2020) 

LisaAnn Trembath (2020) 

  

Ex Officio: 

Pastor – Chris Pennington 

SPRC – Mike Pittenger/Jennifer Pendley 

Trustees – Jonathan Dyke 

Treasurer – Lynette Kenton 

Business Administrator – Kevin Botbyl 

Lay Leader – Ferris Wharton 

 

(Parentheses indicate term expiration) 

Lynette Kenton 

NEW ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS 

Everything we have is a gift from God. We are called to be wise stewards of those gifts. One simple way to 
carry out our call is to support the church’s mission through sacrificial giving. Our new eGiving options make 
it easy.  eGiving allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online giv-
ing history all at your own convenience. 

Simply follow these easy steps: 

1. Visit the church website at www.aldersgatede.org. 

2. Click the Online Giving button, 

3. Click the Create Profile button, then 

4. Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your recurring 

contributions.  Please contact Lynette Kenton, Church Treasurer, with any questions that you may have. 

We are grateful for your generosity to our church community and ministries! 
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Have you wondered what happens to your Good Samaritan contributions? 
  
Here is an update from Friendship House which is where we send donations to support the local community. 
  

Year to date, they have spent $700 of the $800 received from Aldersgate and that has served 7 people, 
each receiving $100 to assist with housing needs (rent due and security deposit). The last $100 will be 
spent soon! 
  
Here is a recent example of one of the clients served through our help and three other churches who 
also each gave $100. 
  
A man came in for help with his rent after losing his wife and unborn baby who passed away due to 
complications of the pregnancy. The client is a father with 4 small children. He was currently looking for 
employment at the time of coming to Friendship House and it is believed found temporary work. He 
also simultaneously applied for Social Security. The client's landlord wasn't looking to evict him, but 
really needed for him to pay something on his back rent. The Porter center, St Vincent DePaul society, 
the Victory Center also all provided assistance alongside  $400 from Friendship House.  
  
This is just one example where we could say yes to serving because of the church financial assistance 
support received.  
  
Thank you, Aldersgate! 
  

Kim Eppehimer, Executive Director Friendship House   

Come to the Car Wash Saturday, July 7  10 a.m.-1 p.m. at Aldersgate Church 

 support a Life-changing Experience for Teens & Their Families 

 

 

 

 

 

Ulster Project Delaware promotes peace in Northern Ireland by hosting eighteen Catholic and Protestant 
teens from the N.I. towns of Banbridge, Coleraine, and Portadown in Delaware homes for a month of recon-
ciliation, tolerance, service, friendship and fun during July of each year. Come and hear about what they are 
doing while helping support the peace project. www.ulsterproject.org 

 Blessings, 

Sharon Jennelly 

Sharon Jennelly,   Director of Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool 

sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org  

http://www.ulsterproject.org/
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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Summer Retreats 

Summer is already here and with it comes a very busy schedule! Join us at the Pecometh Riverview Retreat Center July 15-20 for 

our Summer Silent Retreat and allow your spirit to settle and clear by resting in God. Come experience a daily rhythm of prayer, simple 

meals, communing with God in nature, communion, and spiritual direction. 

Cost is per person and ranges from $50 for one day to $449 for 6 days, 5 nights. It includes a single occupancy overnight room, lunch 

on your first day to lunch on your last, programs fees, and other activities such as yoga, canoeing, night walks, and guided prayer and 

meditation. Massage, healing touch, and other body treatment sessions are available at an additional charge.   

  

Our Christian Yoga Retreat is held as its own retreat on Sunday, July 15 from 2:30 p.m.-6 p.m. Come explore how the ancient practice 

of Yoga can enhance your prayer time with God. The scriptures extol the value of meditation and prayer. Yoga facilitates the opening 

of our mind and the quieting of our bodies through breath and easy movement. This retreat is for beginners, as well as, those familiar 

with Yoga. If you stay overnight at the Silent Retreat, you can attend the yoga retreat for free! Cost is $30/person and includes the ses-

sion fee and a light snack. 

  

Between work, caring for family, and trying to have a life, single parents have their hands full. Join us July 6-8 for our Single Parent 

Family Retreat here at Pecometh! This is an opportunity for single parents and their kids to get away and spend some time together - 

and apart - at camp!  

 Programming will provide parents with spiritual support, encouragement, and an opportunity to relax, while the kids are busy doing 

camp activities!  The schedule also includes family and big-group activities, and a "Parents' Night Off" while the kids have a movie 

night. 

 Cost is $159/family member, ages 6 and up (5 and under are free), and includes programming, overnight accommodations in the 

Riverview Retreat Center, and meals in the Camp Dining Hall. Camperships of $79 per family member are available by request. In addi-

tion, churches are encouraged to sponsor participating families within their congregations.   

 For more information, and to register, please visit our website at www.pecometh.org/single-parent-family or by contacting Megan 

Shitama Weston at megan@pecometh.org or 410-556-6900 x104.  

 

Summer Camps for Kids  
Some spots may still be available by the time you get this newsletter.  We’re here to help make the process easier for you to regis-

ter your camper. Below are some ways to get started! 

 

Browse Program Descriptions to choose the best program for your camper or check the Camp Program Matrix to sort by date 

Check out our Payment Options to help make camp affordable for all campers 

Head straight to our Registration page to register online  

If you need more info, check out our FAQ page  

For additional questions, please visit us at www.pecometh.org/summer-camp , or by calling our Camp Registrar Julie Lutz 

at 410-556-6900 x128 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!LLiJjhXjlS1sjNiJ7ka3zv67rM3EiUPBQQJgII3b+2KUf4l4F4M1taH1+56h5jWvM
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!H74iB-oc0GgU-e3sGhrbu0JMbctd+URF26JWj8zb8u5Ddjxly0AtMkjBL7Ei026aM
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!wGhMdP3pemtqv2i4y4CBGcKQSQSvCQkWQ-2dK1bRIUDSNy5pxPtmH2royO7VlvdNM
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!wGhMdP3pemtqv2i4y4CBGcKQSQSvCQkWQ-2dK1bRIUDSNy5pxPtmH2royO7VlvdNM
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!FQqrTz+NxbN4aLwwRe9i5fExXpNP+-XcVgv4+v-9mWN4hq5rrk45dPYWqSs-lRFRw
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!xaOz8cc4ru-hIHE+uE9d99B0XL7Jd-OKWvoORcKVqyPFtzhv3hVANQXVK0tdeYKU0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!CcuS7uXUZ1bWbBP+uazyjjnryCjeMrEDaV9PRiYjNmPMz3w8M0TQcVsKtmVR8uSO0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!HOeb5u8UGb+-8kXh1VZKvM-68H2wi2YRa3WHHg2N2kcDyssHEPVs9i4lrLnwsfqZM
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!FtAG6XCxsHgnGtEEGQj8JYV5nFK7dnuU9S-y04w3NzLuOSibzkZIguj2Eu7ndsYv0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!DF-u01tZP-AJSG4nYp5ThuXbg4OYtF5PmNvkZCEFX76UWkmKe7Rs3R3WYCQ-6I3Xw
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!KbcaZqtU8jme3dWUC7xh1z7waSTQwQx2KRnewDKHhcpz8qrxpR1AMX47kgUMhLHK0
tel:410-556-6900;128
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It’s Christmas in July for the Crazy Ladies and we’re inviting you to 
participate! Summertime at Neighborhood House is busy, especially 
with many activities 
for children and the 
food closet shelves 
can get pretty bare.  

 

In April, Aldersgaters rallied to restock their very empty 
shelves and we’re asking for your help to do so again. 
Please bring nonperishable pantry items to church with 
you on Sundays, July 1 & 8 and place them in the gro-
cery carts already distributed around the church. The 
Crazy Ladies will deliver the food to Neighborhood 
House the following week. Thanks for celebrating Christ-
mas in July in this very special way! 

 Thanks 

 The Crazy Ladies Bible Study Group 

Non-perishables Items Needed  
for Food Closet 

Canned meats and Vegetables 
Beef Stew 

Chicken 
Ham 

Luncheon Meat 
Tuna Fish 

Vegetables (any type) 
Assorted Soups 
Ramen Noodles 

 
Dry Items 

Pancake Mix/Syrup 
Pasta/Sauce 

Instant Potatoes 
Rice 

Assorted Snacks 
Cereal 

It took all morning, but the bench in 

honor of Ned and Mary Lou Landis 

from their loved ones is now back in 

shape due to the hard work of Bob 

Reis and Doug DeVoll with some as-

sistance from Carolyn Flecken-

stein.  Workers are always needed to 

keep our church looking welcome 

and loved.  

Doug DeVoll and Bob Reis at 

work repairing the bench site 

by the glass doors.  Yard work 

keeping our church looking 

loved takes time and en-

ergy.  All are welcome to help.  
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Our youth  &      

Generation Go Class          

volunteers taking 

on the Spring  

Clean  Up chores 
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from Aldersgate United Methodist Women 

 

To our Aldersgate Community, thank you for all of your support for the United Methodist Women’s 
projects. Your support of the  
2017 Cleaning Bucket and Hygiene Kit Drive, 
2017 Pecan Sale,  
2017 Cookie Walk, 
2018 Souper Bowl Soup Collection,  
2018 Easter Egg sales, 
2018 Diaper and Wipes Drive, has made differences in the lives of others. 

Through your support, United Methodist Women in 2017 donated: 

$3,700 to our United Methodist Women local Mission, Neighborhood House 

$900 to Camp Pecometh Spain Grant Scholarship Program 

$500 to Aldersgate Youth Mission Trip 

$200 to Aldersgate Youth Musical. 

Through your support, the donations in 2018 included: 

2,601 Cans of Soup and 239 other food items to Neighborhood House, Brandywine  
            Community United Methodist Church and Jewish Family Services 

2,500 Diapers and 60 Containers of Wipes to Neighborhood House 

13 Hygiene Kits and 6 Cleaning (Flood) Buckets to UMCOR (worth approximately $550) 

Through your support, United Methodist Women provide the Upper Room and Devozine 

devotional guides at Aldersgate. 

As well as the projects for our church and local missions, Aldersgate United Methodist Women also 
support mission work around the world through our pledges and other donations. In 2017, Alders-
gate United Methodist Women themselves donated over $4,000 to the National United Methodist 
Women for mission work. We look forward to celebrating 150 years of United Methodist Women in 
October, 2019, with you, our church family. 

 

Kathy Daum 
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234th  Annual Conference of the 

Peninsula-Delaware Conference 

The 234th Annual Conference was held at the University of Maryland Eastern Shore in Princess Anne, MD 

on May 30 – June 1.  Chris Pennington was in attendance and Bert Diemer and Henry Daum were Alders-

gate’s Lay Representatives.  This was Bert’s second year in attendance and Henry’s third year.  Below are 

some observations from Bert and Henry: 

 The theme of this year’s conference was Leading as Followers of the Way.  The focus was on the 

Church leading the community to become followers of Christ and on leadership within the Church.   

 There were reports from major program areas such as Youth Ministries and Camp Pecometh.  Jona-

than and Donna Baker also reported on their efforts as missionaries to the Congo. The church con-

tinues to move forward in these program areas under the leadership of capable and inspired lead-

ers. 

 A resolution inviting discussion and sharing of biblical study materials on LGBTQ issues was with-

drawn prior to voting. 

 A resolution urging unity in the face of schism was amended to strongly encourage the General 

Conference to maintain the current language in the Discipline regarding barring LGBTQ clergy and 

forbidding clergy to perform LGBTQ marriages. This amended resolution was approved in a close 

vote. 

 Three resolutions were approved urging the Resident Bishop, clergy and laity on the conference to 

live out our social principles including advocacy at the state and federal level as appropriate in the 

areas of: 

Opposition to capital punishment 

Opposition to physician assisted suicide and euthanasia 

Support of humane immigration policy  

 Along with church business and program status reports, there were two wonderful worship services 

that were filled with prayer, preaching, and music.  There was also a half-day training session by 

Rev. Junius B. Dotson on how we make sure to see the people God is calling us to reach, those right 

outside our doors. 

 The 3-day conference was a wonderful demonstration of the health and diversity of the United 

Methodist Church.  We at Aldersgate don’t often get to see the breadth and depth of our confer-

ence and how God is working in the lives of so many of us. 

In summary, the Annual Conference provides a focused look at how our shared faith in and commit-

ment to Jesus Christ is making a real difference in the lives of people inside and outside of the 

church.  The proceedings were live-streamed on the web this year.  Bert and Henry encourage you 

to attend the conference if you have the opportunity (next year’s conference will be held in Wil-

mington) or view the live-streaming.  Please feel free to share your comments/questions with Bert 

and/or Henry.  
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 Pray For Women 
At the close of our Welcome Reception in the Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo, the women clergy came for-
ward with a special presentation to Bishop Peggy John-
son. Not deemed “worthy” enough for the main ceremony, they came undaunted by that insult. They gave Bishop John-
son a gift in honor of the work that she does and, more importantly, of the hope that she brings them. Maybe one day, 
they said, even Africa will elect a female bishop. You could see the yearning in their expressions: yearning to have their 
gifts for ministry accepted and celebrated, yearning to serve God with all of their hearts and souls and minds and 
strengths without hindrance due to their gender. 
                
Contrast that with another reception the bishop received, this one from a church where she went to preach. The church 
leaders there presented her with a wooden statue of a woman bowing down at a man’s feet. They told her that her hus-
band is the head of her and she serves him. They clearly made their point: they didn’t respect her leadership as a woman.  

Later, when we visited the pastors’ school, we saw very few women clergy. We also learned that every new pastor gets 
sent out to start their own church when they finish their training. Can you imagine the challenge of these women, who 
receive no respect in their communities, trying to plant a new faith community? I admire 
their courage and sense of calling that is strong enough to overcome such discrimination.  

Imagine, then, the feelings of disappointment in The United Methodist Church, whose con-
ferences failed to pass an amendment stating that "men and women are of equal value in 
the eyes of God." This amendment stated that “maleness and femaleness are characteristics 
of human bodies, not the divine,” and promised that The United Methodist Church would 
"seek to eliminate discrimination against women and girls, whether in organizations or in 
individuals, in every facet of its life and in society at large." We, in the United States, tend to 
assume the truth of these statements, and our privilege blinds us to the detrimental impact 
of failing to pass this amendment. It passed in all of the Annual Conferences by 66.5%, just 
short of the two-thirds majority needed. Sadly, in Central Congo, the amendment received 
NO votes in support. My heart breaks for those faithful female pastors who still withstand 
much discrimination and abuse at the hands of men. Our Peninsula-Delaware Conference 
supported the amendment overwhelmingly, by 260-18. I very much appreciate the statement that support makes, declar-
ing women as having equal value to men in the eyes of God. 
  
However, because of my time in the DRC, I can’t sit back in the midst of my privilege while my sisters in other parts of the 
world suffer. I have added to my daily prayer a request for guidance on how to respond. How can I support my sisters in 
Christ around the world? How does God call me to support, in particular, my clergy sisters in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo? 
  
I invite you to join me in this prayer effort, as you feel led. Perhaps, by praying together, God will reveal to us a way to 
tangibly demonstrate our support of women around the world. Maybe we can support the fresh water wells being dug in 
the DRC. Women spend hours each day traveling to a river to carry murky water back to their homes. Clean water from 
wells saves women hours of work each day. Additionally, the clean water prevents so much disease. Our Congo Partner-
ship, supported by your apportionments and by the special offering we take at Annual Conference, paid for a drill to be 
shipped up country to dig wells for very isolated communities. While there, we witnessed the workers striking water and 
celebrated as the fresh water began to flow out. What if we pooled our resources enough to purchase a drill to keep up 
country, traveling from village to village to provide clean water? Then, we would be living out our vision of “Connected 
Christians offering the hope of Jesus Christ to today’s world,” as we provide both fresh water and the Living Water of 
Jesus Christ. Please join me in prayer and let’s see what God has in mind.    

 
Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith  
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Eleanor Ayrault passed 

away on May 17, 2018 

Pamela Korte also passed 

away on May 17. 2018 

 

 

                             July 
Chris and Heather Burket               June 28 *  10 years    
 *Inadvertently omitted in June Messenger 
 
Norman and Agnes Steele                 July   4         65 years 
John and Joy Ericson                          July    9        58 years 
Richard and Mary Anne Stazesky     July 11        65 years 
David and Ann Benfer                        July 15         58 years 
Robert and Kimberly Hockenbrock  July 25        20 years 
Ryan and Nitasha Smith                     July 26          5 Years  

We proudly recognize our  

2018 Confirmands 

Nicholas Pennington 

Shanti Bhushan 

Amy Goodman 
Anna Goodman 

George Cross 
Cienna Takvorian 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leaders’ Message/Youth Mission Trip 2 

Finance Report 3 

Ulster Project/Friendship House 4 

Pecometh 5 

Volunteers in Action 6 

 Youth Volunteers/Caring for Creation 7 

United Methodist Women 8 

Annual Conference 9 

The Connection 10 

Milestones  11 

Church  Service Hours 12 

  

What’s Inside... 

Summer Worship Schedule 

Journey Service at 9 a.m. in the Auditorium 

Traditional Service at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

 

Yes, it is time to buy yourself an enormous 2019 wall     
calendar, and then on it block off Saturday, January 26, 
2019 for (of course) our annual Chili & Chocolate Cook-off 
Social Evening IX.  The last time we had our Chili & Choco-
late Cook-off, the Eagles won their first ever Super Bowl 
the very next week-
end.  Coincidence??  Just sayin’ …  


