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The story of…“America” (My Country, ‘Tis of Thee)
My country, ’tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing;
Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrims’ Pride,
From every mountain side, let freedom ring.

The Messenger

My native country, thee, land of the noble, free, thy name I love;
I love thy rocks and rills, thy woods and templed hills,
My heart with rapture thrills, like that above.
Let music swell the breeze, and ring from all the trees sweet freedom’s song;
Let mortal tongues awake, let all that breathe partake,
Let rocks their silence break, the sound prolong.
Our fathers’ God, to thee, Author of liberty, to thee we sing;
Long may our land be bright, with freedom’s holy light,
Protect us by Thy might, great God, our King.
Samuel Francis Smith was a twenty-four-year-old Baptist seminary student in Massachusetts when he wrote
the lyrics of “America (My Country, ’Tis of Thee),” the patriotic song that would serve as an unofficial
national anthem for nearly one-hundred years.
In 1831, while studying at Andover Theological Seminary, Smith was asked by composer Lowell Mason to
translate some German song books. Inspired by one of the German songs—“God Bless Our Native
Land” (set to the tune of “God Save the King”)—Smith set out to write an original patriotic song for America
set to the same melody. The result was what Smith called “America” and what would eventually be better
known as “My Country, ’Tis of Thee.” The song was first performed on July 4, 1831, by a children’s choir in
Boston.
Smith’s lyrics invoked the history of America—“Land where my fathers died, / Land of the Pilgrims’ Pride, /
From every mountain side / Let freedom ring”—as well as its beauty and sense of itself as a blessed land—“I
love thy rocks and rills, / Thy woods and templed hills, / My heart with rapture thrills, / Like that above.”
“America” soon took on a life of its own, quickly becoming widely known and well loved, and the song
served as an unofficial national anthem until the adoption of “The Star-Spangled Banner” in 1931.
In 1864, in the midst of the Civil War, Smith sent a copy of the song to former US Representative J. Wiley
Edmands of Massachusetts. More than thirty years after he composed the lyrics to “America,” Smith wrote
of the words’ enduring power: “Such as they are, I am happy to have been the means through them of
adding a momentary joy to a festive, or light to a gloomy hour.”
--------I wish you peace, joy and love as you celebrate again this year our country’s independence but more
importantly our freedom found in Christ.
Blessings,

Pastor Chris
Share The Journey.

Alex Mulrooney

Kelsey Mulrooney

Congratulations!
On June 11, Pentecost Sunday,
three confirmands were
welcomed as members of
Aldersgate. To our newest
members, we welcome you.
Your commitments to the
Confirmation Class and
Aldersgate are a Bessing. Job
well done!

Share the Journey
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From Your Lay Leaders
Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton

layleader@aldersgatede.org
A recent article from the The Connection, the newsletter
of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, caught our eye. The
article, from the June 7th issue, informed us that June was Gun
Violence Awareness Month. Sadly, gun violence is a subject
about which those of us who live or work in or around
Wilmington are all too familiar. The 2016 United Methodist Book
of Resolutions encourages our churches to make “preventing gun
violence a regular part of our conversations and prayer times,” to
reflect on gun violence worshipfully and theologically and to
think about what we can do both locally and nationally to reduce the epidemic of gun violence in our
communities.
The author also asks us to consider anger. Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said to those of
old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone
who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the
council; and whoever says, ‘You fool’ will be liable to the hell of fire.” (Matthew 5:21-22)
We can all do something to curb the violence in our world and make it a less angry place. As we
head into summer, please take time to think and pray about this very serious problem and what we as
individuals and as a church can do.
Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew cards during
worship at all services, or send a message to Pastor Don or to us. We look forward to the pastors’ summer
sermon series on our favorite Bible passages and stories, and we hope to see you at church throughout the
summer.

Today's single parent certainly has their hands full between work, caring for the kids and of course, trying to have a life. We can
definitely help with all of that.
Join us for our Single Parent Family Retreat July 14-16 for an opportunity for both parents and kids to spend time together--and
apart--at camp!
You'll have the best of both worlds with meals in our Camp Dining Hall, and our great hotel-style overnight accommodations.
Consider sponsoring a family (that needs a break) in your church today!
For more information and to register, call Programs Coordinator Megan Shitama Weston at 410-556-6900 ext 104 or
email, megan@pecometh.org. Visit us online at our Single Parent Family Retreat page.
We look forward to seeing your family here this July!
Share the Journey
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Caring for God’s Beautiful Beaches and Waterways

Heading to the beach this summer? Boating on one of the bays? Whether in the water, on the water and even staying
at home, we can all do our part to help keep our waters clean and safe.
Beach water quality is important to our environment and Delaware’s economy. As part of DNREC’s Water Program,
Delaware recreational waters are monitored at guarded beaches. Samples are taken at least weekly from mid-May
through Labor Day. Analysis is conducted to determine the level of Enterococci bacteria, an indicator of the presence of
potentially harmful bacteria and viruses. Advisories are posted when needed on the beach and online. Bay waters are
not monitored, instead permanent signs posted warn swimmers of risks. These waters are slow to flush out of bay areas
and are therefore particularly at risk due to failing septic systems, fertilizers and other sources of pollution. DNREC
advises to only swim in guarded beaches.
New Jersey has similar programs to monitor waterways and beaches. Both NJ and Delaware have initiated clean water
task forces.
As caretakers of God’s creation, we can all do our part to help improve the cleanliness of our beaches and waterways.
Remember, storm water runoff flows into our waterways, bringing with it trash and pollutants.

We can all help by following these tips:


Wash cars at facilities where the water is recycled and treated



Recycle motor oil, repair oil leaks



Dispose of pet waste by flushing it in the toilet or bagging and placing in the trash



Do not apply fertilizer before it rains and avoid over use.

More great information at www.cleanwaterdelaware.org/tips and www.cleanwaternj.org.

From the Caring for Creation Team

The Silent Auction Committee is at work on the 2017 Silent Auction. The theme this year is Broadway
related. Our 2015 Silent Auction Man of the Hour, Scott Lugar, has agreed to create fun for us again this
year. You will not want to miss the food, the auction items, the fellowship, the entertainment and the fun!
Mark your calendars for Friday, November 3.

Share the Journey
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233rd Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference –
Down to The River to Pray
This year, the theme was “Down to the River to Pray,” both thematically and
literally at the Christina Riverfront. We had one worship service each day of Conference along with
presentations on the status of various church programs and legislative business. With over 500 people in
attendance, the diversity represented within our conference was wonderfully on display. Those who
attended were blessed with moving worship, music, and preaching. We sat at round tables during the
conference (different than the theater seating used at Princess Anne, MD) which promoted a spirit of
fellowship. On Tuesday evening, we worshipped at the Ordination Service where the Conference
Registrar, Rev. Karen Dize, presented the candidates to be
Ordained—Rev. Eric Warner
Commissioned—Rev. Ronald Bell, Jr., Rev. Blair Hall, Rev. David Ingalls (who served as Youth
Ministry Director at Aldersgate), and Rev. Gary Priddy
Rrecognized as an Associate Member—Rev. Yvonne Paxton.
Bishop Johnson closed the worship with an Invitation to Candidacy for Ordained Ministry and two women
responded to God’s call.
Highlights of legislative action the Conference:
Resolutions that were voted down:

R3 - REJECTING “RELIGIOUS FREEDOM” AS A MEANS OF DISCRIMINATION
Resolutions that were adopted with amendments: •
R7 - RESOLUTION FOR REDUCING HARM FOR LGBTQ CHILDREN AND YOUTH :
Amendment - Replace line 45- 49 with the following: BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that,
where possible, United Methodist Churches within the Peninsula-Delaware
Conference are encouraged to: a) work with local schools to support educational
opportunities, best practices for creating safe spaces, and policies for reducing
bullying,; and to b) support all youth, including those who identify as lesbian, gay,
bisexual, or transgender, or who question their sexual orientation or gender identity;
to the end that they may be guided to accept God’s grace for themselves, to profess
their faith openly, and to fully embrace and live out their true identity in Jesus Christ.
The Conference was recognized for paying 100 percent of its General Church Apportionment for 31
consecutive years. The 234th Session of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference will convene on
May 31 - June 2, 2018 and will return to The University of Maryland Eastern Shore in Princess Anne, MD.
For more information about the resolutions, please visit the link
http://www.pen-del.org/2017annualconference.

Bert Diemer, Henry Daum
Aldersgate Representatives to Annual Conference

Share the Journey
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Trustee Happenings
Last month’s article noted that practically each month our 60+ year old building
and equipment are requiring one or more major expenses. Last month’s need
was a new roof for the office wing. The trustees voted to replace the current
roof, had one quote and will have a second in hand shortly. It is roughly a
$20,000 project with work to begin in late summer.
Sanctuary Zimmer Pipe Organ---Our flagship instrument supporting our music
program has a problem. An organ is a large pneumatic machine. The
mechanisms within the organ that are activated when a key is pressed are
wearing out and need repair. When the organist presses a key or pedal, a signal is sent to a moving part
that opens and allows pressurized air to enter the pipe. Within that mechanism is a pouch that is lined with
cork. The cork is deteriorating and the result is that when the key is pressed, the mechanism either does not
open or it gets stuck open causing a cypher.******Fortunately our current problem is isolated and can be
repaired; however, within several years all other pouches are expected to need repair. The Trustees have
voted to repair the one pouch that currently malfunctions this summer at an estimated cost of $12,000.
Over the next couple of years the other pouches will need relining at an estimated cost of $70,000.
Room 237 Renovation---The room is used for meetings, Sunday school classes and various other activities.
A small group led by Bob Reis with input from Ellie Kelly’s class has outlined a plan for the project which is
underway with completion scheduled for September.

Welcome to Lynne Conlan our new Trustee! Lynne recently retired from WAWA where she managed a
region of stores, and more important she and Mike have led our Fellowship Coffee Hour following both
services for several years.

Aldersgate volunteers were ready to serve on Friday, June 16, at the Emmanuel Dining. From left to right, the
volunteers are Dick Fleming, Bob Hawkins, Ken Wright and Bob Bodwell. You too can volunteer by contacting
Dianne Whittaker (ldwhitt@attglobal.net ). Aldersgate prepares and serves lunch on the 16th of every month.
Share the Journey
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Reading Our Way Forward
By Betsy Diemer
Lay Leader
Back in February we participated in the Peninsula-Delaware Conference’s prayer vigil week for a Way
Forward. The prayer vigil continues as each UMC conference takes its turn. The work of the Commission is
progressing. Our Bishop Peggy Johnson has provided us with a recommended reading list of six titles that
may help us understand how to balance an approach to different theological understanding of human
sexuality with a desire for as much unity as possible. This unity will be grounded in our affirmation of the
Triune God who calls us to be a grace-filled and holy people in the Wesleyan tradition.
(http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward-about-us).
The titles are listed below. Three are books and three are downloadable papers. If you are interested in
reading and discussing any or all of these titles, please contact me. I have them all and am reading them
from shortest to longest! If you have questions about the content, you can also contact Adam West as a
reliable resource. Bishop Johnson has provided a special email address for your feedback after reading any
or all of this material. It is: movingforward2017@gmail.com.
Books:
Unity of the Church and Human Sexuality: Toward a Faithful United Methodist Witness , Study Guide by
Gbhem 112 pages ISBN 0938162306
Unity In Mission: A Bond of Peace for the Sake of Love by C. Andrew Doyle
Paperback & ebook 2015 edition
The Anatomy of Peace: Resolving the Heart of Conflict by The Arbinger Institute
New Edition, Revised and Updated Paperback & ebook
Papers: Click on the links to download:

“Be Strong and of Good Courage” A Call to Quiet Courage in an Anxious Time by Gil Rendle
“Knowing How to Read The Signs “A Non-theological Description of the Work of The Commission On A
Way Forward by Gil Rendle (December 2016)

“Wonder, Love, and Praise: Sharing a Vision of the Church: A Guide for Small Group Study”
Please continue to pray for the work of the Commission on a Way Forward. And thanks for taking the time
to acquaint yourself with the ins and outs of the issues. I would be happy to explore these titles and the
work of the United Methodist Church with you. Contact me at Betsydiemer@comcast.net

Share the Journey
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To my Aldersgate family,
I am very grateful to be part of this family. I cherish the love that I feel as part of the
fellowship.
It was April 8, 2017 that my daughter Anita was taken from life to her eternal home. It
is difficult to lose a child, but I am very gratified to know that so many people shared our grief.
During the last two months, the people of God assisted me and my family in many ways. Prayers, cards, calls,
translators, contributions and other support enabled us to have a proper burial for her.
Since that morning when I first heard the words, “Anita died”, I’ve experienced the stages of grief that we read about.
The first thing I felt was disbelief. No, this cannot be. I didn’t get angry with God. But I couldn’t understand why she
died.
It took a week or so to come to grips with my inner resolve. I processed my response to her death and I said to
myself, “If I am a woman of God who believes then why should I feel sorrow.” Don’t get this wrong, the pain is great,
but the reality of faith is that we do believe in the resurrection and life after death. So, my experience at that time
was acceptance. Whenever we experience something as traumatic as this was, people of faith know the God who
sent His son to die so we will live eternally with Him. There is comfort in that knowledge but the heartache doesn’t
leave right away, if ever. I am thankful for the 44 years she was present in life and I cherish the joy she brought to me
and those who knew her.
Anita will not be forgotten, she lives on in the faces of her children who remind me constantly of how much their
mother loved them, her sisters and me.
Thank You to Pastor Chris, Pastor Don, Candice, Ron, Lindsay and everyone who was involved in her celebration.
But, thank you Aldersgate.
In the words of the Golden Girls “THANK YOU FOR BEING A FRIEND”.

Pastor Anna Cottom

July
Thomas Gerres
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John and Geraldine Tomlinson
Norman and Agnes Steele
John and Joy Ericson
Richard and Mary Anne Stazesky
David and Ann Benfer
Don and Margaret Godwin
Dwayne and Sherrie Caldwell
Mark and Susan Rector
Robert and Eileen Schultz
Brian and Bettie Phillips
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July 9
July 11
July 15
July 15
July 19
July 19
July 25
July 29

67 years
64 years
57 years
64 years
57 years
45 years
30 years
20 years
25 years
50 years
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Opioid Epidemic
The Connection - June 14, 2017
By

When we hear the word “epidemic” we typically think of a disease like Ebola or some virus or infection that spreads
rapidly and causes much illness and death. In the case of the current opioid epidemic, the disease is addiction and the
results are as catastrophic as any killer disease. Our country is currently experiencing a staggering pandemic of drugs that
is taking the lives of millions and causes misery and sorrow to millions more family members and friends of the victims.
The statistics are unbelievable. According to health department statistics in 2016 there were 4,642 drug overdose deaths
in PA (up by 37%), in Maryland there were 830 cases (up by 66%) and in Delaware 308 people died (up by 30%).
Nationally the number of overdose deaths in 2016 exceeded 59,000 (up by 19%). All are reporting an increase in deaths
happening in the suburban areas of their states. This epidemic is crossing all lines of class and culture. The Philadelphia
Inquirer (June 1, 2017) reported that librarians are being trained to administer the lifesaving overdose antidote Narcan as
part of their job. “Overdose drills” are as common as fire drills.
Recently I visited the Lebanon Women’s Detention Center and Chaplain Marilyn Nolte. I met a number of inmates, many
of them are incarcerated because of drug offenses and have a history of drug addiction. Most shocking to me was a large
pink heart on the bulletin board that was cut in two to indicate a broken heart. On the heart were the names of at least
100 women who had been in the prison, done their time and gotten out and had either committed suicide or died from
drug overdoses. These are our young people, each one a precious daughter, wife or mother, trapped in the chains of this
disease. I thank God that we have a UM chaplain there working with these women.
It is easy to throw up our hands in despair when we read these statistics and hear these stories but as people of faith,
every one of us can do something to light a candle of hope. The recent “Unite” event in Quakertown, sponsored by
Quakertown UMC and including faith group partners and community groups, helped to spread the word about this
epidemic and some practical things that people can do. Here are some of the “take-aways” from this day-long community
festival on June 10th:
-View addiction as a disease and not a moral failure
-Decriminalize and offer more treatment options instead of prison time
-Set up more Narcotics Anonymous and Celebrate Recovery groups in churches and communities
-Teach elementary school children about the dangers of drugs
-Offer after-school and summer programs for at-risk young people
-Partner with hospitals to support drug-addicted mothers and their addicted newborns
-Pray for addicted people and their families

-Promote laws and governmental policies that keep funding for health insurance and Medicaid that assists with drug
addiction remedies.
At our Lenten Day Apart for clergy coming up in February in both annual conferences we will be having more conversation
about drug addiction. Rev. Dr. Barry Steiner-Ball will be presenting some of his work in this area of community outreach
and treatment.
The root cause of drug use and drug abuse is pain. We experience physical pain, emotional pain and spiritual pain in life
and drugs at first take away that pain. But with continual use and increased dosages it can become an addiction. People
of faith can come alongside people in pain, all kinds of pain, and offer healing, community, and spiritual resources that no
pain pill can offer. We bring the words of life to this drug world of death. Always offer people Christ and make your
church a place of welcome and support.

Share the Journey
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Thank You for Your Support
United Methodist Women’s 2016—2017 special projects were very
successful. These projects included:


Pecan Sale in November/December



Cookie Walk in December



Hannah Circle’s Souper Bowl Drive in January/February



Sarah Circle’s Easter Egg Sale in March.

All of these efforts depended upon YOU. THANK YOU for all of your purchases and support.

Your purchases have enabled us to provide food to the hungry, support to the Neighborhood House,
support to our own Youth, as well as provide scholarship funding to Camp Pecometh.
Amounts donated in 2016:
Neighborhood House (our local United Methodist Women - sponsored mission)- $3,500
Youth Mission Trip - $500
Youth Musical - $100
Camp Pecometh - $450
From the United Methodist Women website:
“The entire program and organization of United Methodist Women focuses on mission. Our mission
initiatives include:






Providing opportunities to grow spiritually
Equipping women & girls to be leaders
Providing transformative educational experiences
Organizing for growth & flexibility
Working for justice through service & advocacy. “

Thank you for helping Aldersgate United Methodist Women focus on local missions.

...For the United Methodist Women Fall Meeting and Potluck Dinner.
Our speaker will be Alison Windle, Executive Director of Neighborhood House.

The date is Monday, September 25 at 6:00 p.m.
All women are invited to come for an evening of great food and fellowship.

Share the Journey
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2017 Rummage Sale Report
On Saturday, April 22, Aldersgate opened its doors to the public for our 13th annual Rummage Sale. It was a great success
– again. Below are the financials for this year’s sale. I could bore you with the details since we keep track by event, but
that doesn’t mean this is a competition! (You will probably hear that this is not such a true statement…)
Gross Total

$22,992.97

Less Expenses
$(1,016.18)
(This includes supplies, advertising and dumpster fee)
Proceeds from Rummage Sale $21,976.79
This year, we decided to pledge our 20% “event tithe” to New Directions, an organization that has met at Aldersgate for
over 25 years, and is the only totally nonprofit support group in the Tri State area specifically serving friends, family, and
individuals dealing with Major Depression and Bipolar illnesses. New Directions, a 100% volunteer organization, will soon
receive a check for $4,395.36!
The balance of the proceeds, $17,581.43 will be used for various unbudgeted projects around the church.
The Rummage Sale is Aldersgate’s largest fundraiser and has filled the financial gap for many years thanks to the
hundreds of volunteers who work to make the event a success. The Rummage Sale is held on the Saturday after Easter
since the 2 schools that reside at the church, Montessori Early Learning and Aldersgate Preschool, are on vacation that
week so we can convert class rooms into sales rooms!
The fellowship time experienced by volunteers is priceless, however, there’s always room (and jobs) for more
participants. We would love to have you join us during the year for pick-ups or various other tasks that occur before the
event. That said, your time and energy are certainly coveted during the sale preparation and on sale day!

After the sale, leftovers are mostly donated to area non-profits to fill their shelves. This year, the recipients of our sale
leftovers were the Thrift Shop at Chester Bethel UMC, Goodwill, Salvation Army and Purple Vets. They all left very
thankful and with full trucks!
If you’d like more information about this year’s sale or about the sale in general, please reach out to either Mary Jane
Prince (302-235-8578 or mjprince726@gmail.com) , Pam Wright (610-358-2479 or kywpcw@msn.com) or Chris Burket
(609-504-3107 or cburket@gmail.com).

Journey Service Greeters
We are in need of greeters at The Journey Service at 9:00 a.m. this summer. We
would love to see your smiling face at our doors!
Job Description: Smile and shake hands, count heads, and collect attendance
booklets and offering bags. Arrive just 15 minutes early to greet your fellow
members as they come to worship. Easy!
Won’t you please help? If so, you can sign up each Sunday on the clipboard at the
back of the auditorium or email Karen at karenmmadden@yahoo.com. Thank you
for your consideration.

Share the Journey
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Worship Summer Schedule

Journey Service at 9:00 a.m. in the Auditorium
Traditional Service at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Pastor Chris’ Message

1

Youth Ministry

2

Lay Leaders’ Message

3

Caring for Creation

4

Annual Conference

5

Trustee Happenings

6

Reading Our Way Forward

7

Life Celebrations

8

Opioid Epidemic– Bishop Johnson

9

United Methodist Women

10

Rummage Sale Report
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Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made!
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

