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The Battle Hymn of the Republic 
To have implicit trust in God's faithful care and protection is never easy in times of danger or 
strife. Yet even in the midst of the terrible Civil War between the Northern and Southern states, 
a remarkable woman named Julia Ward Howe proclaimed her confidence in God's triumphant 
power in this inspiring text.  

Deeply anguished at the growing conflict between the two sections of the country, Mrs. Howe 
watched troops marching off to war singing "John Brown's Body," a song about a man who had 
been hanged in his efforts to free the slaves. Julia felt that the catchy camp meeting tune should 
have better words. In a desire to phrase her own feelings about the dreadful events of the time, 
she "scrawled the verses almost without looking at the paper." The national hymn first appeared 
in the Atlantic Monthly Magazine in 1862, as a battle song for the republic. Before long the                 
entire nation became inspired by her text and united in singing the new words with the old tune. 

Mrs. Howe's hymn has been acclaimed through the years as one of our finest patriotic songs. At 
one time it was sung as a solo at a large rally attended by President Abraham Lincoln. After the 
audience had responded with loud applause, the President, with tears in his eyes, cried out, 
"Sing it again!" It was sung again. And after more than a hundred years, Americans still join often 
in proclaiming, "Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on!" 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord,                                                                                          
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;                                                             

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword.                                                                        
His truth is marching on.  

I have seen Him in the watchfires of a hundred circling camps;                                                                         
they have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps;                                                                          
I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps                                                                                

His day is marching on. 

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;                                                                            
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat;                                                                                    

O be swift, my soul, to answer Him! Be jubilant my feet                                                                                                  
Our God is marching on. 

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,                                                                                       
with a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me;                                                                                          

as He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,                                                                                 
while God is marching on. 

Chorus: Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on. 

    Grace and peace—Pastor Chris 
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Sara Lukens joined Aldersgate by 

letter of transfer from New Castle 

M.E. Church. She was the youngest 

of 12 children and her parents,               

Walter & Nettie Rodenhiser met at 

Asbury M.E. Church. Sara and her 

husband, Theodore Bower, were 

blessed with 2 sons and attended Mt. 

Lebanon UMC. Sara has 4                          

grandchildren and 6 great                       

grandchildren. She and her sister, 

Emma Donovan, now deceased, 

worked for several years preparing 

the Messenger for mailing. She is an 

active member of Ruth  Circle. 

Sue Hammill was married at Aldersgate 27 years ago and moved to North Carolina 

soon after. She has now returned to Delaware and to Aldersgate and looks forward to 

making friends and getting involved in the life of the church.  

Mark, Mary Jean, Mia and Celia Wichmann are happy to join 

the Aldersgate UMC family and look forward to enhancing their 

relationship with Christ with the help of other Aldersgate            

families.  Mark & Mary Jean will celebrate their 21st wedding                

anniversary on July 29 with their children; Mia, 13, who just 

completed 7th grade at P.S. DuPont Middle School and Celia, 10, 

who has completed 4th grade at First State Montessori                 

Academy. Mark is an engineer working in DuPont’s                              

Performance Materials division at Chestnut Run while Mary 

Jean is a food scientist for Ashland, Inc. at their research facility 

on Hercules Road. You can sometimes catch them at their 

home in the neighborhood of Pembrey when they are not chas-

ing the girls’ activities, so stop by and say hello! 

Susan Weingrad is 

pleased to have the           

opportunity to join the 

Aldersgate family and 

feels that she can be a 

positive asset as a loving, 

compassionate, giving 

individual who always 

thinks of others before 

herself.  This part of her 

life journey fills her heart 

with peace and              

happiness. 
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Laity Day Prayer 
 

Lord, Thank you for this day and for all those who gather here.  
We pray for everyone who helps out as we Gather to worship: 
For the greeters, the ushers, the musicians, and the liturgists.  

For those who prepare, run the soundboard, and record the service,                                                                          
and for those who help with hospitality.  

For all those who attend services and worship together through the year. 
Lord, thanks for all who help us Gather as Your people. 

 
God, we pray for everyone who seeks to Grow in the church: 

For the Sunday School teachers who work with the young and the adults.  
For those who lead study groups and those who want to know more about living in Christ through study.  

For those who fill leadership roles to encourage growth in all areas of the church. 
God, thanks for all who help us Grow in faith and love. 

 
Almighty Father, we pray for your guidance as we seek to Go out to the world in your name. 

We give thanks for those who serve meals, work on mission trips, and help the least or the lost. 
For those who find needs and for those who step up to donate and meet the needs. 

Father, thanks for all who join together to Go into the world as Jesus’ disciples.  
 

Dear Lord, bless all the members of this congregation and keep us faithful as we work together to make 
Aldersgate a significant place where disciples are made.  We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The prayer was 

written by                        

Aldersgate’s                  

co-lay leaders; 

Betsy Diemer & 

Taber Smith 

Bible Studies Coming in the Fall                                                                                                                                                                         

By Pastor Anna Cottom 

In the coming months there are 
several Bible Studies in the works 
and I have been encouraged to lead 
a study in the Fall. Biblical Study is 
one of my passions and I am                  
anxious to bring my experience in study to the people of faith 
at Aldersgate. In the churches that I have pastored, I have 
taught Bible Study in all of them: Mt. Salem in Rockford Park, 
Haven, and Silverbrook. I was sent to serve at Wesley Chapel in 
Lincoln, Delaware and when I returned to active service, I            
assisted at Ezion-Mount Carmel, then I was assigned to             
Providence in Elkton Maryland. Now, I am blessed to be here at 
Aldersgate. 
 
I have been in ministry to a diverse community of faith and 
have found that all Bible Studies differ in the levels of 
knowledge of the participants and the style of the leader. The 
most important thing that I have learned is to feed people and 
allow them to digest the information. It is my hope that in the 
fall, the Bible Study that I will lead will be with people of             
different levels of knowledge, points of view and willingness to 
contribute to the group. I have learned that not everyone 
comes with knowledge of the Bible and frequently they do not 
feel comfortable sharing. This troubles me because everyone 
has to start somewhere and, I really want everyone who                 
desires to learn to come with an openness to listen and learn. 
We are all disciples of Christ even when we don’t think we are. 
I sincerely hope that you will be encouraged to attend one of 
the Bible Studies and hopefully the one that I lead!   

Are You A DOV? Do You Want to Be a DOV?                              
By Sandy Anderson, DOV  Coordinator 

We are in dire need of anyone interested in being a DOV—A 
Daily Office Volunteer for the summer.  As most of you know, 
the church is locked 24/7 now for security sake, and with staff 
and DOV vacations, we will not be able to staff the office every 
day. One of the primary jobs of the DOVs is to answer calls 
made from the doors when folks need access to the building 
and if we have no DOV, then no one will get into the                
building! 

Available shifts are 8:30-12:30 and 12:30-4:30 
Monday through Thursday and 8:30-12:30 on 
Friday. If you are interested in learning more 
about the duties of the DOVs or to volunteer, 
please call Sandy Anderson at 302-478-6859. 
You may leave a message and Sandy promises 
to call you back the same day! 

A Summertime Tip from Caring for Creation                                 
by Shirley Rollins, Caring for Creation Team Member 

"Summer time and the living is easy", as the old song 
goes! We look forward to picnics and time at the beach. 

These and many of our other activities involve the use of          
paper goods, plastics and aluminum cans, etc.  All of these are 
recyclable and it really is easy! Just empty out the liquids, 
scrape off the residue and rinse food from containers; then 

drop in the nearest recycle container. 

You have just taken another step toward 
Caring for Creation! 
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Welcome to Summer from your Finance Committee Chair!                                                                                                                                            

By Dorothy Whiteman, Finance Committee Chair  

While I sit down to write to our church family, the weather in June is perfect. We’re experiencing 

beautiful breezy days and cool nights. Unfortunately, our country is also mourning the loss of our 

fellow citizens and children of God in Orlando. All of our hearts and prayers are with the friends 

and family of those lost to this unspeakable violence and act of terror. Our church continues its mission to serve Jesus Christ, one 

another and those in our community.  

The good news is that our expenses remain on target through May. Total expenses are $479,000 compared to budget of $478,000.  

Sometimes we sound like a broken record, I know, but we do want to remind members that the church doesn’t take the summer 

off. Our staff continues to hold services, minister to the sick and those otherwise in crisis. We celebrate Vacation Bible School with 

our youth, our extensive outreach programs continue during the summer months and we still keep the lights on. Our expenses will 

continue and we therefore hope that our members will continue their contributions during this time of relaxation and renewal.  

Contributions remain behind levels for the same time the previous year. Usually, through May, the congregation has met 43% of 

our annual budget in contributions. This year we are at 35% of budget, 8% behind schedule. Total Contributions through May are 

$285,000, compared to budget of $346.000 ($61,000 behind) and prior year of $312,000 ($27,000 behind). Net income is budgeted 

to be $13,000, while actual net income is 0. Since preschool payments stop in the summer, and we are not projecting a loss from 

this income source.  

For an additional view of the numbers, it is helpful to compare current results to those of 12 month prior. Below is a chart which 

includes our income and expenses for this year and last ending May 31. 

 
 

Thank you for your continued dedication to the mission and ministry of Aldersgate, a significant place where disciples are made. 

Aldersgate: Open Hearts—Open Minds—Open Doors 

Prior 12 month comparison - 12 months ending:  

   

 5/31/2016 5/31/2015 

Income $1,117,425 $1,130,001 

Expenses 1,068,881 1,060,492 

Net Income $48,544 $69,509 

SPRC Announces Open Staff Positions 
 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased to                         

announce two open staff positions:  

 Director, Contemporary Music  

 Coordinator, Audio/Visual Activities 

 

Aldersgate members who would like to be considered 

for either of these positions should contact either  

Pastor Chris Pennington at  

chris.pennington@aldersgatede.org  / 302-478-2575 or  

Mike Houser, Chair, SPRC, at 

mdhouser@comcast.net /302-893-1871  

Remember the Rummage Sale 

If you, a neighbor or family member are downsizing or              

cleaning out stuff, please remember the Rummage Sale! We 

have begun alternative solutions to our storage problem and 

are back in the business of gathering items for the 2017             

Rummage Sale, which will be held on Saturday, April 22. Mark 

your calendars! 

 

Regular monthly pickups will resume in 

September but if you have a need for a 

special pickup sooner, please reach out 

to Chris Burket to make arrangements. 

Chris’ contact information is                           

609-504-3107 or cburket@gmail.com 

mailto:chris.pennington@aldersgatede.org
mailto:mdhouser@comcast.net
mailto:cburket@gmail.com
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GriefShare  

GriefShare, a grief recovery support group,              

welcomes all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.   

 Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236 

 Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236                                 

Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more                 

information:     http://www.griefshare.org/  

Church Attendance equals                      

A Longer Life!* 

Did you see the headline in the News 

Journal? “Study: Regular Churchgoers 

Live 33 Percent Longer” it said. What a 

satisfying statement! We had to read 

more. The study, published in an 

American Medical Association journal 

in June, reported the finding that those who attend church  

services regularly have a better chance of living longer. Over 20 

years and with 76,000 subjects, the study found those who 

worshipped at least once per week lived about 33% longer than 

those who did not. The health benefits of religion were stronger 

than participation in other social organizations. It was                 

suggested that attending services lessened depression, inspired 

feelings of hope, and strengthened faith.  

Over this summer, we want you to keep this study in mind, and 

join us at church as often as you can! Worshipping together we 

will strengthen our bonds of faith and knowledge of the love of 

Christ – and extend the days of our lives! 

Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can 

share them on the pew cards during worship at all services, or 

send a message to Pastor Don or one of us. 

Taber Smith and Betsy Diemer, layleader@aldersgatede.org 

*Zauzmer, Julie. “Study: Regular churchgoers live 33 percent 

longer.” The News Journal, June 2, 2016, 3E. 

Please pray for our students and families who will be on the 

mission trip this summer. The group will leave on July 16 for a 

week in Nassau, Bahamas serving as God’s hands and feet. 

We know they will return blessed in many ways!  

   Grace and peace, 

     Adam 

United Methodist Women—2016 Reading Program  

Stop by the Aldersgate Library, located down the hall from the 
auditorium, and check out the new UMW Books. The books 
are located on the UMW Book Shelf. Borrowing the books is 
as simple as entering your name and phone number on the 
checkout sheet. Below is a list of the new books purchased for 
your reading enjoyment:  

I Love Growing Older But I Will Never Grow Old - J. Ellsworth 
Kalas 

Just Mercy - Bryan Stevenson 

Key United Methodist Beliefs - William J. Abraham & David F. 
Walton 

Miss Brenda And The Loveladies - Brenda Spahn & Irene              
Zutell 

Tilly: A Story Of Resilience - Monique Gray Smith 

Rewilding Our Hearts - Gary Heart & Mac Bekoff 

Going Green Reminder       

To change your newsletter distribution method or be dropped 

from distribution, paper or electronic, please call the church              

office at 302-478-2575 or email                                                                   

messenger@aldersgatede.org. 

Divorce Care will resume on                                                  

Wednesday, September 7 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
mailto:messenger@aldersgatede.org
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No more targets of hate and rejection. Make love our aim!  

People of color, people with disabilities, women, people who are poor, people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender all 
know this: Who you are can be dangerous! Recent tragedies born of hate—like the historic carnage that assailed victims in                  
Orlando, Florida, recently—are proof of that ever-present danger. 
 
You have to watch your back. Your very safety is potentially at risk every single day. There is a “pecking order” in this world, and if 
you happen to be in one of society’s “target” groups you get the message in a million subtle and sometimes life-threatening ways. 
That message is that you are “less than,” and not worthy of the same respect, opportunities and dignity available to those who     
possess power. 
 
I grew up in a middle-class, all-white” bubble” of suburban society in the mid-sixties, and I never felt the slightest pinch over who I 
was as a female in my racially segregated, male-dominated community. I chose a gender-appropriate career of teaching vocal            
music in an elementary school; and I led choirs and played the organ for church. I was rewarded by my society for this humble place 
of service. 
 
It was not until I went to a predominantly male seminary to study for the ordained ministry that I encountered the “less than” blow 
to my face. I was not prepared for it. I was challenged on many levels for daring to seek ordination in the man’s world of ministry. 
One professor routinely would address the class (in which I was the only woman) “Greetings, future pastors and pastor’s wives.” I 
was only acceptable to him if I took the role of a pastor’s wife. The hardest thing was that classmates would pick up their black 
leather Bibles and quote Paul against me, saying I was “unscriptural” for seeking authority that was designated for men only and for 
refusing to be silent in the church.  
 
We need to be careful of how we use the Bible. It should never be a weapon against someone; nor should we take a few Bible                  
verses, to the exclusion of the whole of scripture, as a tool for maintaining supremacy over others. This is not an unheard of                 
practice in the 2000 years of the Christian church. There are verses in the Bible that are used to keep “targeted” people in their 
inferior place, both in the past and still today. 
 
Fast forward to our country’s most deadly and heinous mass shooting that wreaked havoc in Orlando early Sunday morning, just 
hours before many of us went to church. President Obama called this an “act of terror” and an “act of hate,” targeting a place of 
“solidarity and empowerment” for gays and lesbians.  (MSN.com) 
 
The alleged gunman’s father shared with the news media that his son may have chosen this nightclub for the massacre because of 
his strong views against gay people. Mateen’s political alignment with the Islamic State (ISIS), along with his anti-gay sentiments, 
made for a doubly lethal motivation for murder and mayhem.  
 
As United Methodists we believe in the sanctity of life and the “sacred worth” of all individuals (2012 Book of Discipline, paragraph 

161F). In Christ no one is “less than.” God created all of us as equals and as equally precious. No one should be targeted for bias, 
discrimination, hatred or violence of any kind.   
 
 
 

(No More Targets—Continued on page 7) 
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Each month, milestone anniversaries are listed as well as all 
those over 50 years.  While we can all benefit from knowing 
that marriages truly can exist for more than 5 decades, we 
want to recognize those milestone years (i.e. 5, 10 15, 20 ) for 
all.  Congratulations!   
 
        July 1 Peter & Janet Kartanos  10 years 

        July 1 Jack & Gerry Tomlinson  66 years 

        July 4 Norman & Agnes Steele  63 years 

        July 9 John & Joy Ericson  56 years 

        July 11 Dick & Mary Anne Stazesky 63 years 

        July 14 Joseph & Lindsay Burns  10 years 

        July 15 David & Ann Benfer  56 years 

If you are not sure we have your anniversary and would like 
it to be included in the future, please contact Betty Moore 
(302-478-2575 ext. 117) or betty.moore@aldersgatede.org.                                                                   

All additions or corrections are gratefully accepted to keep 
our records up to date. 

May 25          John Whitehead 

May 28          William Green, Sr. 

May 22—Trent Jonathan Honisch,  

                   son of Amy & Frank Honisch, IV 

During this time of grief and healing we need to: 
    1)  Pray: Pray for the victims, for their families and friends, and 
for the city of Orlando. We need to pray for our church as it               
continues to struggle with the debate over human sexuality and 
ministry that is on the hearts and minds of United Methodists             
during this era in the life of the church. We need to pray that our 
study of Scripture allows God to speak to all of us about these 
issues as we move forward and to teach us to love more deeply 
and more broadly. We need to pray for a solution to terrorism 
and the continual stream of violent outbreaks of gun violence in 
our country. 
    2)  Talk: Talk to people who are different from us, around 
whom we may feel uncomfortable because they have different 
personalities and perspectives than our own.  Listen to their 
words and hear their hearts. Seek to understand their inter-
pretations of faith, life and Scripture. Ask innocent ques-
tions with grace, and try to understand their unique journeys 
in life. 
    3)  Act: Act in ways that model, for those who watch us, a civil 
way of walking and talking on this earth, a way that respects all, 
that rejects violence and hate-filled rhetoric, and that seeks to 
build bridges of understanding and acceptance. Act with genuine 
humility, and be willing to have less in this world so that others 
can have more—more respect, position, power and opportunity.  
 
At the end of the day, all of this is really about who is “in” and 
who is “out.” There is a sinful, human tendency in all of us to 
believe there is not enough to go around and that “our people,” 
“our beliefs,” “our way of thinking” represent the only true way. 
In that tendency of errant thought and behavior we create idols 
of ourselves and thus, find ourselves in opposition to God, who 
alone is worthy of worship and allegiance. God alone determines 
who is in and who is out.   
 
But the inviting, welcoming, loving Spirit of God is alive and  
moving among us in this world, urging us to foster peace,       
understanding and reconciliation, to overcome our differences 
and divisions, to heal the hatred and rejection in our world. Be a 
part—in fact, be a leader—of that movement in all the places, 
times and ways you can, wherever you are and especially in your 
church and community. 
 
Be the disciple and the transformation we need in our world for 
such challenging times as these.  
 
    Bishop Peggy Johnson 

(No More Targets—Continued from page 6) 

Summer Silent Retreat at Camp Pecometh 

Monday, August 1 through Friday, August 5  

Make plans now to attend the Summer Silent Retreat at the Riverview Retreat Center. Facilitated by Rev. Karen Covey Moore and 

Anita Wood, this retreat offers an opportunity for you to experience a daily rhythm of prayer, simple meals, communing with God 

in nature, and spiritual direction. You have the option of staying with us for the whole time, or just a few days. There's a Christian 

Yoga Retreat, facilitated by Fa Lane, the day before with the option to stay overnight Sunday. 

For details and to register, call 410-556-6900 or visit the online Summer Silent Retreat page.  

mailto:betty.moore@aldersgatede.org
tel:410-556-6900
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!EpgPcINhcKRJIaIidCCwDwTmShITPENqqPhS7C3TVq3498k9Nvb+Xl+tQx-1enAY0
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GROWing in Christian Faith                                                                                                                                                                                   
By Ellen Leonzio, GROW Team Leader                                                                                                                                                                                  

Chapter 6 (continued) United Methodist Questions,                                                                       
United Methodist Answers" by F. Belton Joyner, Jr. 

  
When we hear the word "connection" we know exactly what it means - relation to 
something or to someone but what is connectionalism? The United Methodist                  
structure began as a way to accomplish the mission of spreading the scripture. John Wesley, developed what he called 
the “connexion": an organized system of communication, accountability and a network of classes, societies, and annual                           
conferences. Our denomination continues to be organized in a “connectional” system, which “enables us to carry out our mission 
in unity and strength” The Book of Discipline (¶ 701). Conferences play a big role in the United Methodist Church. Below are              
definitions of key conferences. 
 
GENERAL CONFERENCE—the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church 

 An equal number of clergy and lay delegates (elected at annual conferences) from US and international conferences meet             
every four years  

 Delegates discuss and vote on petitions, resolutions proposed by individuals, annual conferences and other groups which                   
result in revision of the Book of Discipline  

 Delegates also discuss current issues and the church's official stand. Policies are made regarding such issues; also approves 
plans and budgets for church-wide programs 

 Bishops attend the General Conference but do not vote 
 
JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCES (US) and CENTRAL CONFERENCES (International) 

 In the US the church is divided into 5 jurisdictions:  Northeastern, Southeastern, North Central, South Central and Western 

 Outside the US there are 7 central conferences on three continents:  African Central Conference, Congo Central Conference, 
West Africa Conference, Central and Southern Europe Central Conference, Germany Central Conference, Northern Europe 
Central Conference and Philippines Central Conference 

 An equal number of clergy and laity meet every four years (same years as General Conference) 

 Within each jurisdiction a committee (one clergy and one lay person from each annual conference) reviews the bishops' work 
and assigns them to their areas; also; affirms or rejects the assignments and requests new ones 

 
ANNUAL CONFERENCES (Peninsula Delaware Annual Conference/Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference)—Also referred to as a 
“Regional” Conference—Bishop Peggy A. Johnson is the current Bishop of the Philadelphia Area of the United Methodist Church 

 Pen-Del Conference includes Delaware, Eastern Shore of MD. and Philadelphia Area which includes the Eastern Pennsylvania 
Conference 

 The Pen-Del Conference area traces its roots to the beginning of the Methodist Movement  

 Every town and crossroads in the Pen-Del area organized “societies” which later became the local congregations. Community 
life revolved around these “societies”. Methodist “circuit riders” visited these local “societies” to perform worship services 

 The Church is a strong supporter of some of this Conference’s service organizations: Delaware Hospice, Boy Scouts, Salisbury 
Urban Ministries and Methodist Action Program  

 The church partners with government agencies providing homeless shelter and health and welfare programs 

 The Conference also has its own ministries of outreach and invitation including the Wesley Foundations. The Foundations offer 
ministry to college students on the campuses of the Delaware State University (DE), Salisbury State University (MD), University 
of Delaware (DE), and the University of Maryland-Eastern Shore (MD) 

 The Peninsula-Delaware Conference was the first conference in the denomination to merge its African-American and Anglo 
Conferences during the Civil Rights Era in 1965 

 Governs much of the life of the "Connectional Church” and is described as the “basic unit” of the church  according to The 
Book of Discipline and the church’s Constitution 

 An equal number of clergy and laity members from each church (“charge”) hear reports of past and on going projects, discuss 
future goals and budgets; also, ordain clergy members as deacons and elders 

 Elect delegates to Jurisdictional and General Conferences (which meet every four years) 
 
 

 

(Growing in Christian Faith—Continued on page 9) 
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232nd Annual Conference of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference                                                                                  
By Henry Daum & Brian Merritt,                                                                                                                                   

AUMC’s Lay Members to Annual Conference 
 

The 232nd Annual Conference was held at the University of Maryland Eastern Shore at Princess Anne, 

MD on June 9 – June 11. Rev. Chris Pennington was in attendance along with Brian Merritt and Henry Daum as Aldersgate’s Lay 

Representatives. This was Brian’s third year in attendance and Henry’s first year. Below are some observations from Brian and  

Henry: 

 The theme of this year’s conference was Racial Reconciliation at the Tree of Peace. The purpose was to reconcile the past                

behavior of the church and society in discriminating against our Native American sisters and brothers. Native American                   

members of our Conference provided profound witness of the negative impact of our deliberate and unintended behavior on 

them and their families.   

 There were reports from major program areas such as Youth Ministries and Camp Pecometh. The church continues to move 

forward in these program areas under the leadership of capable and inspired leaders. 

 Eight years ago, the UMC launched its largest ever health initiative: Imagine No Malaria. As of 2015 we and our partners have 

cut the number of malaria deaths by 50%.   

 A resolution designating church common areas as gun-free zones was tabled until next year’s conference in order to provide 

more details about exceptions to the policy. 

 A resolution providing for the development of study materials on LGBT issues, including traditional and progressive                           

perspectives, and to make the materials available to local congregations was defeated. 

 Along with church business and program status reports, there were three wonderful worship services that were filled with 

prayer, preaching, and music. Dr. Eric Law presented a half-day training session on Holy Currencies and how to make them 

work for sustainable ministries in local churches. 

 The 3-day conference was a wonderful demonstration of the health and diversity of the United Methodist Church. We at 

Aldersgate don’t often get to see the breadth and depth of our denomination and conference and how God is working in so 

many of our lives. 

In summary, the Annual Conference provides a focused look at how our shared faith in and commitment to Jesus Christ is making a 

real difference in the lives of people inside and outside of the church. The proceedings were live-streamed on the web, and are 

archived on the conference website. Brian and Henry encourage you to attend the conference if you have the opportunity or view 

the live-streaming.  Please feel free to share your comments or questions with either of us and our contact details are below.  

Henry Daum: daumhf@comcast.net / 302-983-7834 or Brian Merritt: bjmerritt@outlook.com / 302-528-4734 

DISTRICT—There are four districts in the Pen-Del Conference:  Dover, Easton, Salisbury and Wilmington; each district is led by a 
district superintendent who is appointed by the Bishop. The outgoing Wilmington District Superintendent is Rev. Derrick E. Porter. 

 District Superintendent oversees the ministry of the district’s clergy and churches and provides spiritual/pastoral leadership  

 Works with the bishop in the appointment of ordained ministers to serve the district’s churches 

 Presides at meetings of the Charge Conference 
 
CHARGE CONFERENCE—the basic unit in the connectional system of The United Methodist Church.  A Pastor’s church is called a 
“charge”.   

 The charge conference shall promote awareness of and concurrence with Policies Relative to Socially Responsible Investments 
(¶ 716), the Social Principles (¶¶ 160-166), and The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church. 

 Charge Conference meets annually and is open to the congregation. 

 The Pastor presents a detailed account of all the church’s activities, responsibilities and an accounting of the past year. 

Watch for an article on CREEDs next month! 

(Growing in Christian Faith—Continued from page 8) 
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Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

New Members 2 

Bible Studies Coming 2 

Are You A DOV? Do You Want to be a DOV? 3 

Laity Prayer 3 

Remember the Rummage Sale! 4 

SPRC Announces Open Staff Positions 4 

Greeting from Your Finance Chair 4 

Student Ministry Update 5 

UMW 2016 Reading Program 5 

Church Attendance = Longer Life 5 

No More Targets—A Letter from the Bishop 6,7 

Church News 7 

GROWing in Christian Faith 8,9 

232nd Annual Conference 9 

What’s Inside...What’s Inside...What’s Inside...   


