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  A significant place where disciples are made 

January 2022 

Here we are cuddled up in front of the fire, 
several feet of beautiful snow has blanketed the 
ground outside our house in Penarth. Christy 
pours the hot chocolate into large mugs and we 
snuggle in for yet another in a long string of 
quiet evenings. Well, the hot chocolate part 
might be true, anyway. Without that layer of 
snow covering the trees and the grass, it’s easy to 
see why this is called the “dead” of winter, and 
here we are right in the middle of it. How are 
things with your soul this time of year? Do you 
find yourself feeling like things look outside? I am a winter type of person so I find 
myself more happy this time of year than any other. But that’s just me. In 1987, 
Stephen Covey wrote “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People”. One of the concepts 
that he relies heavily upon deals with where one is to concentrate one’s focus. He calls 
it the “Circle of Influence” versus the “Circle of Concern.” We should only focus on 
things which we can actually have an effect upon. This is our “Circle of Influence.” 
This circle starts with ourselves. First, we must take a good look at who we are and 
the extremely high value that we, as God’s children, have, no matter what our station 
in life happens to be. Secondly, we can influence ourselves by the actions we take and 
the attitudes we foster. Aristotle said, “We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, 
then, is not an act, but a habit.” In addition, there is a maxim that goes, “Sow a 
thought, reap an action; sow an action, reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a character; 
sow a character, reap a destiny”. So lastly, if you are feeling “dead” like things look 
outside, see if you can influence yourself by creating new actions and attitudes. If 
habits are learned they can be unlearned and perhaps it has been a habit to be down 
at this time of year. I have heard that if you tell yourself something enough times, 
your brain will think it to be reality. Concentrate on the words from John 3:16. “For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

My dear friends, the “world” and the “whoever” in this familiar verse includes each 
and every one of you. That’s how I know the tremendous worth of each and every one 
of you. 

I pray God’s continued blessings upon you this winter and throughout 2022. 

Remember this, God’s season of love does not pass like the seasons but is eternal in 
the heavens. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Chris 
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Church Family, 

Happy New Year!  I hope you are as excited about the possibilities of the new 
year as I am.  Even if we aren’t “back to normal”, the church is buzzing with 
activity and enthusiasm!  We are so excited for the upcoming revival, the 
Youth Musical, and many other events that are taking shape.  We continue to 
have engaging worship experiences each Sunday as well. Hopefully you are 
making worship a priority, whether you are in the building, watching the 
livestream, or catching a replay of it later in the week.  It is important that 
we find all the ways we can to stay connected to each other, and especially 
connected with God. 
 
“An Aldersgate Christmas” was very well attended, and well 
received.  Big thanks to all who participated, especially our fantastic production team, who did an 
incredible job of creating a great atmosphere for the program, both live and online.  I am looking 
forward to the return of more music events over the next year. 
 
As I mentioned last month, the new year will bring a lectionary-based series titled “It Is What It Is”, 
where we will look at different aspects of our faith in light of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. From 
January 16 through February 27, we will learn about “The Spirit Is”, “The Body Is”, “Love Is”, “Grace 
Is”, “A Scout Is (Scouting Sunday)”, “Resurrection Is”, and “The Lord Is (Transfiguration Sunday)”. I 
am excited to see how God moves during this series, helping us to more deeply understand these 
important aspects of our faith. 
 
Finally, your attendance update.  This attendance goes through 12/12, the last available data before the 
deadline for this newsletter.  Thank you for your commitment to worship! 
 
11/21/21  9:00 63    11:00 93  Online 42  TOTAL 198 

11/28/21  9:00 68  11:00 61  Online 41  TOTAL 170 

12/5/21  9:00 55  11:00 87  Online 49  TOTAL 191 

12/12/21  9:00 60  11:00 90  Online 38  TOTAL 188 

Christmas Concert: 223 

Associate Pastor Rob McFarland 

 Thank you to the many people who checked off participation in the rummage 
sale on your covenant card and who contacted me to let me know of your 
interest in a 2022 rummage sale. It is good to see the amount of enthusiasm 
many have for this event.  
 
The big unknown factor hanging over the decision is the direction of the 
pandemic. As I write this, some hospitals in Delaware have stopped elective 
surgeries in order to treat the surge of serious COVID cases affecting our 

region. The Rummage Sale leadership team will reevaluate our plans at the end of January to see if 
holding a large event like this will be safe for us and for the community we serve. Thanks for your 
patience, and “Stay tuned!”  
 
 Nancy, Chris and Stacie 
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Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social XI  (yes, #11 !!) 
• Saturday, January 29, 2022 at 5 p.m. 

• Wild card category = This Spud’s for You = any dish using potatoes 

• Sign up at church before & after services January 9, 16, 23 

• Capacity will be less this year, to provide more space between tables 

• Proof of vaccination for adult attendees required 

• Invite a friend … it’s a nice way to introduce someone to Aldersgate 

Questions?  Contact Jeff Walters, Head Chili Bean, or call church office 

, 

, 
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Your GO Team has been busy planning some new mission opportunities for our congre-
gation. 
 
In November, we collected non-perishable food and snack items and assembled 93 bags 
for the patrons of Friendship House. Thanks to everyone who helped out at this COVID 
safe outdoor event.  
 
We are planning another drive and bag assembly for hygiene items for Friendship 
House next summer.  
 
We are also standing by to help Friendship House with Code Purple, an outreach to those experiencing home-
lessness on nights when the temperature becomes dangerously low. Several people signed up at Rally Day to make 
PB&J sandwiches or soup. If you are interested in helping but did not sign up, email GO.Aldersgate@gmail.com. 
 
During Lent, we are excited to turn our mission focus 
to the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) and its One Great Hour of Sharing. 
UMCOR is an integral part of the United Methodist 
Church’s mission and humanitarian assistance agency, 
providing disaster relief and helping with sustainable 
development worldwide. UMCOR’s operating costs are 
covered by the donations received during the One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering. 
 
In addition to helping with disaster response and re-
covery, UMCOR is involved in projects that provide 
medical care and safe water in Haiti, support Afghan 
refugee resettlement, support the equitable distribu-
tion of COVID-19 vaccines worldwide, and work alongside local communities to develop their assets in water, sani-
tation and hygiene (WASH); sustainable agriculture and food security; livelihoods and resilience; climate change 
adaptation and mitigation; and education and health. 
 
We hope our members will prayerfully consider making a donation to this worthwhile cause. More information 
will be made available as Lent approaches. 
 
In addition to collecting monetary donations during Lent, we will be collecting items and doing a flood bucket 
assembly for UMCOR in May. 
 
Finally, we are excited to be setting up a Helping Hands network in our church to help anyone in our congrega-
tion or community in need of assistance with household tasks, rides to doctors’ appointments or church, help with 
errands etc. If you would like to be part of our helper network or know anyone in need of assistance, please reach 
out to us via email at GO.Aldersgate@gmail.com or call Emily in the office at 302-478-2575 or Don Temme at  
Don_Temme@comcast.net.    
 
We’re excited to find new ways to reach out and show Christ’s love in our local, national, and international com-
munities. We hope you’ll help support our new projects. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 

Christine Wesley, GO Team Chair 

mailto:GO.Aldersgate@gmail.com
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Jan. 30th 4-8 

Save The Date: Summer Retreat:  
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Aldersgate Youth Players 2022 

“Angels” Program and Save the Date! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Performances will be in the Sanctuary 

 Friday, March 4th at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, March 5th and Sunday, March 6th at 2 p.m. 

 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 
In the theatre, people that provide financial support to help underwrite the cost of doing a show are 

called “Angels.”   If you would like to become an Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angel,” please fill out 

the form below with a check made payable to Aldersgate UMC with Youth Musical in the subject line.  

All contributions are tax deductible.  Forms and checks may be: 

Given to Janet Atwater 

Placed in her box in the Hub (Youth Musical Director) OR 

Mailed to Janet Atwater  2 Cossart Manor Road,  Chadds Ford, PA  19317 

 

 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Amount Donated:  [   ] $25  [   ]  $50  [   ] $100  [   ] $250  [   ] Other _________ 

May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”?    [    ]  YES     [    ]  NO 

THANK YOU! 
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JoJo Schlecht,  All Is Well 

An Aldersgate  
Christmas 

Gateway Ringers,   Still, Still, Still 

Choir,    Handel, For Unto Us 

Rob  leading a Sing-a-long 

Journey Band ,  Go, Tell it on the  Mountain 

Brass Band,               Grand Angelic March 
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 Emanual Dining Room 2022 

 

Groups and families in our church have been cooking and feeding the hungry at Emmanuel Dining 
Room on the sixteenth of every month for many years. Until 2020! 

Aldersgate continued to provide financial support every month so EDR could provide box meals 
when it discontinued having people come into the dining room to eat.  

As of Thanksgiving EDR has opened its dining room and is seeking cooks once again! 

Three to four people are needed to shop for, prepare and plate the meal in the EDR kitchen. We 
don’t serve and we don’t clean up  we just cook!  

Help us keep this ministry going again in  2022.  We have all months open at this point! 

 

Menus are available as well as a protocol to help anyone who has not done it before.  We also 
provide support, and answer any questions you may have, including  Aldersgate reimbursement 
expenses.  

The time commitment on the day is from about 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

Please consider signing up for a 16th of the month.  We need you! 

 

Contact: Anne Murray if you have questions or want to prepare a 
meal: ampelican@comcast.net 

Pizza, Pajama & Movie 

Night “The Grinch” was 

delicious and fun time for 

these friends! Check out 

cute Emma’s Grinch pj’s  
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  Advent Workshop 2021 was a 
success and enjoyed by over 40 
people! We are very thankful for the 
most helpful elves - Sandy Anderson, 
Heather Burket, Amanda Moyer, 
Jessica Fresconi, Kelly Ernst, Amy 
Honisch, Kristen Facciolo and John 
Jennelly. 
  If you missed attending this year we 
have Advent Kits full of crafts, 
calendars and activities available for 
pickup. Contact Sharon Jennelly 
Sharon.Jennelly@aldersgatede.org 
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Thank You, Family Promise Volunteers! 
 
April is a single mother of four children. She's always done everything in 
her power to make sure her children are taken care and have everything 
they need. She's worked, maintained a household, and all around has done 
everything right. Up until recently, April and her family were doing 
perfectly fine, until a tragic event occurred. April is the unfortunate victim 
of domestic violence. As if the abuse wasn't already severe enough on its 
own, it eventually induced a stroke in April, causing her to be hospitalized. 
During this time, April lost her job, her housing, and what she cared most 
about - her children. Once she came to Family Promise, we helped her get 
back on track, get her kids back, and quickly secure housing. April, now 
lives in a safe, secure home with all of her children.  
 
Read more about April and other families in the Family Promise network 
at: 
https://www.familypromisede.org/april-s-journey-home 

 

In December, Aldersgate supported 2 families like April’s through the 

Family Promise Hospitality Center.  Aldersgate was asked to provide daily 

evening meals, groceries, pantry needs, and prayer.   Our volunteers made 

grocery store runs, prepared hot home-cooked meals, and provided a 

socially distanced delivery of the food to the guests each night of the week.   

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides families with daily case management 

support from professional staff in their search for gainful employment and sustainable housing. 

Aldersgate is one of over 45 partner congregations in New Castle County that make this program 

possible.  We are a small part of the 2,100 volunteers providing 9,600 hours of volunteer service.   

Thank you to our December volunteers: Mary Johnston, Bob Reis, Ann Arrington, 

Mandy & Rob McFarland, Amanda Moyer, Nancy Hough, Judy Morton, Troop 67, Ned 

Landis, Christine & Ron Wesley, Kathy Daum, The Fresconi Family, Mt. Lebanon 

Emmaus Group, Laura Parrish, Melissa Davenport 

A reminder that we are actively seeking a new set-up coordinator to join our team.  We do not know 

exactly when we will resume hosting guests onsite- but when we do, we will need help with 

coordinating Aldersgate’s volunteers to set up our Sunday School rooms and 

transform them into comfortable bedrooms.  The set-up coordinator assists us in showing 

volunteers how to inflate mattresses, make beds, set up lamps, alarm clocks, and put privacy 

screens on windows.  The coordinator also leads our volunteers in distributing the laundry needs 

and put everything away for next time.  Finally, Brian and the setup coordinator tend to the 

occasional issue with deflated beds or other set-up items that might pop up during the week.  If you 

think you might be interested in this rewarding volunteer opportunity, please reach out to Brian.   

The next opportunity to volunteer with Family Promise will be in March 2022. To 
volunteer or find out more please contact Brian at bjmerritt@outlook.com.    
 

With gratitude, The Merritt Family   

mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
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Un-Cookie Walk  
 Stacie Sharpless DiGiacoma  

Thank you for supporting the United Methodist Women Un-Cookie 

Walk. Our food, craft and cross sale was a success raising 

approximately $1,625.  Along with monetary donations, the total is 

just over  $ 4000. 

The UMW would like to express our thanks and gratitude to all of you who contributed or helped 

in any way. We are so appreciative for the generous support of our congregation. Proceeds will go 

to Neighborhood House and Camp Pecometh.   Thank you, one and all!! 

UMW Epiphany Program & General Meeting 

Sunday, January 9th at 12:30 p.m. 

Musical program by pianist, David Zipse. All women are invited to celebrate Epiphany as 

Aldersgate’s United Methodist Women.  

 

Brien and Sherrie Graveline  Jan 1 21 years 

Reginald and Kimberly Haile  Jan 10 23 years 

Brian and Cheryl Merritt  Jan 12 20 years 
 
Suhas Chandrashekar and Nalini 
Sekar  Jan 19 9 years 

Michael and Ann Ashmore  Jan 21 27 years 

Paul and Mary Nemeth  Jan 27 60 years 

From Your Lay Leaders 

Anne Murray and Sharon Owens 

Happy New Year! It’s the traditional time for everyone to start making New Year’s Resolutions! The 

internet is full ideas for resolutions like, “50 Easy New Year’s Resolutions for 2022”, How to Make the 

Best New Year’s Resolution”, “New Years Resolutions You Can Actually Keep in 2022”. We have all 

made, and most likely broken, New Year’s Resolutions most of our lives. Making the bed, losing weight, 

going to the gym, etc. are all good things to work on, but they don’t enhance our spiritual lives.   

I was reflecting on the recent sermon series on our Covenant: Prayers; Presence, Gifts, Service and 
Witness. For 2022, maybe put the focus on how we are going to enrich our relationship with God 
rather than the usual resolutions. I recommend taking the Covenant to heart and focus on how we can 
embrace it and make it part of our daily lives. I think if we do, 2022 will be a better year for us all.    

Helen and John Ciach passed away on November 

13, 2021 

Jon Lassiter passed away on December 3, 2021 

Sarah Montigney passed away on December 5, 

2021 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

Save  
The  
Date! 
 

11th 
Annual Chili 

Cook Off 
Sat. Jan. 29 

at 5 p.m. 

 Worship Services: 
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE  In-Person 
and Live-Stream  at 9 a.m. 
TRADITIONAL SERVICE In-Person and 
Live-Stream at 11 a.m.    
          

You can find Live-Stream at: 
 https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/  
 

Or YouTube at: 

 AldersgateDE - YouTube  

Or 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w 

 

And hit the subscribe button 

   

NEWS FROM 

THE OFFICE… 

Office Hours:  
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Fridays 9 a.m.-12 noon. 
 

What’s Inside... 

    

 Pastor Chris’s Message  1  

 Associate Pastor Rob’s Message 2  

 Rummage Sale 2  

 Chili Cook Off 3  

 Winter Revival  3  

 Go Team Report 4  

 Youth & Young Adult Activities 5  

 Aldersgate Youth Players 6  

 Aldersgate Christmas Concert 7  

 Emanual Dining Room 8  

 Pajama Party 8  

 Advent Workshop 9  

 Family Promise 10  

 Milestones 11  

 Lay Leader Report 11  

 UMWomen News 11  

 Worship and Office Hours 12  

    

    

    

    

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

