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  A significant place where disciples are made 
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Pray for it all! 

  

Do you ever wonder if prayer really works? I can easily see 
how the deadlines of life and the pressures of work could 
bring an individual to wonder about that. 

When you are given an assignment at work or in school, 
your boss or teacher doesn’t want the work done on your 
timeline, they want it on theirs. Imagine going to your boss 
and saying, “You know, Boss, you’re not going to know 
when or how this work assignment is going to be done, but 
rest assured in my good time I will finish it and if you wait 
until then, I know that you will be pleased with the results.” 
Pretty far-fetched, huh? The material world does not operate in that fashion. In fact, if we 
don’t meet the deadlines assigned to us, we risk our jobs. 

How many Sundays would it take for people to get upset with their pastor if he or she 
showed up at church without the service or a sermon prepared? We see in the Biblical 
record that God does not operate in the manner of this world, but in His own. Christ also 
modeled that during His time on earth. He asked people to do and say things that were far 
from what was the norm of the day. 

One of the things that God asks us to do is to talk to Him through prayer. Many of us do 
this on a regular basis and some may not do it at all. I suspect that some have lost faith 
because they have not seen any evidence of an answer in the time frame that they have set 
up. 

I, too, admit that there have been things that I have prayed about for which I am still 
waiting for the answer. I, however, was startled one time by the speed at which God can 
work in answering our prayers. I had a phone conversation with an individual and learned 
that this person was having great difficulties with another person. They had been hurt by 
the harsh things this other person had said and was completely out of answers as to what 
could be done about this person’s behavior. We talked about it for a while and at the end 
of the conversation we took a few moments to give this concern to the Lord. We asked for 
healing in the relationship and in the two people involved. We asked boldly in faith that 
the Lord would step in and touch this person; that their heart could be changed and 
softened. Do you know that this prayer was answered not fifteen minutes later? In a 
dramatic and complete reversal of attitude, the one who had been so hurtful had come to 
apologize and make amends. I can’t begin to tell you how impactful this has been for me. 

We will simply not know when or how the Lord will answer our prayers but we can be 
certain that in His time, He will. Take time to pray, no matter how big or small, take time 
to pray, pray for it all. 

May the Lord bless you in this New Year! 

Grace and Peace!! 

Pastor Chris 
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From Your Lay Leader 
Anne Murray 

I’m sure many of us are glad to see 2020 in the rearview mirror. It was really an indescribable 
year with so many changes and losses. One loss, although it can’t be compared to loss of life or of 
livelihood, has been that of not being able to gather together in worship. This has been hard for 
many. There’s certainly been controversy about this, but I believe Aldersgate made the right decision to 
discontinue worship until a later safer time. But we didn’t discontinue ministry. 
 
As NT Wright said in his “God and the Pandemic”, “we should celebrate every way in which the living Lord, 
whom we regularly worship in church buildings, is out and about, bringing healing and hope far beyond the 
visible limits of church property.” Our church has been out and about running food and pajama drives, 
working with Family Promise, sending cards to shut ins, offering support for older members, providing 
financial support every month for Emmanuel Dining Room, raising money to help people in need through 
Neighborhood House, and praying. 
 
We don’t know when we will be able to worship together again, but let’s keep bringing hope and healing to 
the community where we can.  May God bless everyone and Happy New Year.  

On behalf of the Trustees, may you all have a 

 blessed Christmas and a healthy New Year 

By the time you receive this message 2020 will be done.  Christmas 

shopping will have come and gone.  New resolutions for 2021 will have 

been set.  And maybe we might have snow.  Although I cannot do much 

more predicting, I can tell you where we’re at and where we’re headed with 

your Finance Committee. 

As of the writing of this note, we have about 130 pledges received 

for 2021.  Obviously with the pandemic we expected less to come in than previous years, but we still are 

taking them!  If you have not turned in your pledge, please do so.  If you already have- THANK 

YOU!  Your pledge, regardless of amount, makes a huge difference not only for our community and daily 

operations, but it also helps us plan better. 

Currently our financial situation is tight.  I will share in the next Messenger how we finished 

December 2020 with more details including our PPP Loan.  What I can tell you is that we are in a 

deficit.  The reasons are obvious: less giving, less building use, and reduced incomes that we normally 

receive.  What can we do?  This is also obvious: Pray.  Give.  Encourage.  Pledge.  If each of us does just a 

little bit, we can continue to be ready to return to the Aldersgate that we know and love once it is safe to do 

so. 

I cannot tell you how much your generous giving means.  YOU make a tremendous difference and 

I hope you always know how special your financial commitment is.  

 Thank you.   

Taber Smith 

Finance Committee  

Dear Aldersgate Family, 
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Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

Although we have not been able to meet in person, the youth and young adults at 
Aldersgate have stayed well connected as we participate in service projects, youth 
group, small groups, fellowship opportunities and more! We continue to meet 1-3 
times a week on Zoom and have been enjoying each other’s company as we 
celebrated Advent and Christmas this month. In December we have written 
Christmas cards for Aldersgate members in retirement communities, written 
holiday letters of encouragement to hospital patients, received Christmas treat 
bags, did a Secret Santa, had a Zoom Christmas party, and more! We would 
appreciate your prayers as we continue safe virtual ministry. Thank you and happy January 
everybody!  

Prayers and Blessings, 

Emily Green  

Children’s Ministry News 
 
 
Since we are unable to gather at this time due to COVID, each church family 
(with children ages 2-5th graders) have been receiving family packages with 
fun craft activities and lessons to do together at their convenience. Many 
have reached out and said how much they have enjoyed them and want to 
keep receiving them! Check out the Aldersgate DE Children’s Ministry group 
page, too! Please let me know if you want to be added to this list by emailing 
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org   or calling/texting 302-562-5808 and 
join in the fun! 

 
Aldersgate Preschool  
We have all certainly needed to adjust our plans this 
preschool year due to COVID and doing very well! Now 
we are moving forward to making this next year the best 
as possible! 
Registration for fall begins in January for families and 
alumni, followed by open enrollment for the community in February.  
18 month old to Prekindergarten Children - 9 to 11:45 a.m.  
Before care (8 to 9 a.m.) and/or after care (11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m.) available  
Soccer Shots, Spanish, Dance and Yoga to be available from 12:30-1 p.m. for an additional fee  
Chapel—Every other Monday and Tuesday, Music – Wednesdays and Thursdays  
Meet your teachers week and Social will be Thursday, September 9, Preschool classes start on 
Monday, September 13th (18 month old & 2’s classes dismiss at 11am first two weeks) 
Spirit Days, Spirit Nights, Book fairs, Thanksgiving Feasts, Christmas Program, Donuts for Parents, 
Pajamas Day, Grandparent Day, Preschool Family Block Party, Mother’s Day Tea, Prekindergarten 
Graduation, End of year Picnic, plus various Parent Committee events. 
Please contact Director, Sharon Jennelly for a visit. www.aldersgatede.org and check out the 
Aldersgate Preschool page with all the details! 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
http://www.aldersgatede.org
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Aldersgate UMC Spring Rummage Sale 
2021 Cancelled 

 

What a year it has been for us all. With COVID-19 cases 
on the rise, and widespread implementation of the 
amazing new vaccines still far off, we are cancelling 
the sale for another year. We don’t want to endanger 
either our faithful workers or the buying public.  
 
We are open to hearing your ideas about whether a 
limited outdoor event might work in the 
summer of 2021, primarily for large items like 
the furniture already in our closets. Contact 
the tri-chairs with your opinions, including 
whether you would be comfortable working at 
such an event or not. 
 
We certainly hope to be back in 2022, but 
realize you may want to seek other outlets for some of your excess 
treasures in the meantime. There are a variety of local non-profits 
who are happy to get certain types of things.  
 
We wish you good health, patience and faith in the Lord who 
sustains us always, 

Chris Burket, Stacie DiGiacoma and Nancy Hough 

THANK YOU to all of you 
who donated gift cards, 
cash, pajamas and layette 
supplies. The Love Does 
Christmas Joy gift card 
drive provided $3000 
worth of gift cards to 
Neighborhood House and 
Urban Promise. The Crazy 
Ladies pajama drive 
provided over 130 pairs of 
PJs for children, teens and 
adults to Neighborhood 
House. AND the UMW 
Martha Circle brought in 
two large trash bags full of 
baby items from their 
ongoing “layette” program 
for Neighborhood House. 
These two organizations 
are thrilled at your 
generosity. It will be a nicer 
Christmas for many people 
because of you.  

 

Love Does & Crazy Ladies  

  MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
 
 

Susan Schranck has been our Membership Secretary for over 4 years, 

serving in a position that is mandated for every United Methodist church. In The Book of Discipline, the 

duties of this position go on for pages! Susan maintains our membership records, additions and subtractions. In 

addition to keeping membership records, Susan maintains data on church attendance, transfers, birth, deaths, 

directory changes, visitor information, and covenant stewardship mailings, to name a few of her 

responsibilities. She is also the person who maintains your stewardship 

covenant, financial giving records, and your communication preferences. She 

is the master creator of lists for the staff that are vital to keeping our groups 

running. This is important work that must be done by someone who is detail-

oriented and a meticulous record keeper. All of this is done as a volunteer and 

with a smile! If you have questions regarding your membership to Aldersgate 

UMC, financial records, or communication preference please email 

susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org. Thank you, Susan, for all you do to keep 

our church organized and running smoothly, we truly appreciate all you do!  

mailto:susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org
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Judy Morris  passed away December 9. 2020 

 

 

 

December 27, 2020.  Sophia Grace Scali, daughter of Andrea and John Scali; granddaughter of Kathy 

and Robert Harding; great-granddaughter of Jean Harding. 

December 27, 2020.  John Thomas Harding, Jr, son of Paige and John Harding; grandson of Kathy 

and Robert Harding; great-grandson of Jean Harding. 

UMW Virtual Epiphany Program & General Meeting 
 
Monday, January 4th at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 
Musical program, Christmas Music with the Atwaters. Janet Atwater and 
family members will present a program of secular and religious music. 

All women are invited to celebrate Epiphany as Aldersgate’s United Methodist Women! 
 
UMW Officer installation and pledge service will also be held. The Link for the Zoom Epiphany Meeting is: 
 
Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/2446692424?
pwd=MElRSHZUME9MYWhOQjA1Ym9YQjJOdz09 Meeting ID: 244 669 2424 
Passcode: 1Veze1 

Brien and Sherrie Graveline January 1 20 years 

Reginald and Kimberly Haile January 10 22 years 

Brian and Cheryl Merritt January 12 19 years 

Suhas Chandrashekar and Nalini Sekar January 19 8 years 

Michael and Ann Ashmore January 21 26 years 

Paul and Mary Nemeth January 27 59 years 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
https://zoom.us/j/2446692424?pwd=MElRSHZUME9MYWhOQjA1Ym9YQjJOdz09
https://zoom.us/j/2446692424?pwd=MElRSHZUME9MYWhOQjA1Ym9YQjJOdz09
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Boy Scouts Dedicate Tom Short Memorial Bell Tower 

 

In the August Messenger, a brief article appeared 
announcing the Tom Short Memorial Bell Tower to be 
fabricated and erected at Camp Rodney in Northeast, 
Maryland. A celebration took place on September 10 
honoring the life and work of Pastor Short with the 
dedication of that bell tower in his honor at the Camp 
Rodney chapel. Pastor Chris led the group in a Christian 
dedication service of the bell.  Tom's wife Mary was the 
first to ring the newly installed bell even in the pouring 
rain!  Mary was joined by many family and friends at a 
dinner reception in the Camp Rodney dining hall following 
the ceremony. The entire project is now completed with 
the late fall refurbishment of the chapel’s hillside seating 
and the chapel building itself (including a new roof, 
structural repairs and painting). Donations are 
still being accepted to underwrite the costs of 
the project; you can send any contributions, 
designated to “Bell Tower”, to Del-Mar-Va 
Council, BSA at 1910 Baden Powell Way, Dover 
DE 19904.   Troop 67 held chapel services at 

Camp Rodney 
at our recent 
October and 
December 
campouts. The 
chapel area is 
an amazing 
tribute to this 
great man who was the force behind the founding of our 
troop and a dedicated scouter and leader for Del-Mar-Va 
Council, BSA. 

John Walker with Mary Short 
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Memories of a Christmas Concert Past 

(2019). May there be a wonderful Christmas 

Concert in 2021 2020 

Thanks to Martin Wagner for 

decorating the hallway tree 

2020 

Thanks to Donnie DeVoll for the photos and to the 

Altar Guild for the beautiful Christmas decorations  

2020 
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 Worship Services 
Temporarily Streaming 
Online on Sunday at 11 
a.m.  
 

   Can be reached on Facebook at: 
 
         https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE  OR 

 

Now you can see the sermon live on 

your smart TV via YouTube!! 

  NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Temporary Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Closed Fridays 
Note: please call ahead (302-478-2575) before visiting 
church 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE

