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  A significant place where disciples are made January 2020 

Mabel was a "blind, deaf, disease-ridden and cancerous" old lady of 89 whom the 
Christian writer Tom Schmidt once met in a convalescent home. He asked her what 
she thought about as her body was ravaged by disease and the long days passed, and 
her response was striking: "I think about Jesus," she said. "I think about how good he's 
been to me. He's been awfully good to me in my life, you know... I'm one of those kind 
who's mostly satisfied." Mabel is an inspiring example of someone who, though 
physically blind, could see spiritual truths with 20/20 vision. But when we read the 
gospels we find that Jesus' disciples – perhaps like us – were rather slow to develop in 
this area.  

How come? 

1. The disciples didn't see clearly that Jesus had to die, or why. Mark 10:33-34 finds 
Jesus explaining to his disciples – again – that he had come to die. If we or those we 
care for are to develop 20/20 spiritual vision we and they need to develop a clear 
understanding of the cross and its necessity. For Jesus came "to give his life as a 
ransom for many" (verse 45). 

2. The disciples didn't understand that following Jesus was about service, not status. 
Mark 10:35-37 tells us how James and John, two of Jesus' friends, seek the top spots 
in the kingdom he is ushering in. But Jesus makes it clear that "whoever wishes to be 
first... must be slave of all" (verse 44). It's all about service, and sacrifice – not status. 

By contrast, the blind man, Bartimaeus, first encountered begging by the roadside, has 
clear spiritual sight. 

1. The blind man saw clearly who Jesus is. He calls Jesus "Son 
of David" (verse 47) – a hugely significant Messianic title. 
When people referred to Jesus as the Son of David, they 
meant that he was the long-awaited Deliverer, the fulfilment 
of the Old Testament prophecies. Bartimaeus had clearly 
grasped that. 

2. The blind man saw clearly what he needed from Jesus. And 
so he calls out: "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!" (verse 47). At the heart of 20/20 spiritual vision is the 
ability to see clearly what we most need – mercy, forgiveness 
and grace. Bartimaeus was granted his physical sight (verse 
52) as a testament to his spiritual sight . As a result, we are told, he "followed Jesus on 
the way" – not only the physical road but the path of discipleship. 

So how is your spiritual vision? How is your understanding of the cross? How much is 
your faith about what you can get out of it – or about how you can serve? Do you see 
clearly who Jesus is and what you most need? 

Let’s make a resolution in this year 2020 to work on our 20/20 spiritual vision and 
walk the road of Christ with our “eyes” wide open. 

Blessings, dear Aldersgate family, and Happy New Year!! 

Pastor Chris 
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ADVENT  WORKSHOP 

THANK YOU to all the helping elves of the annual Advent Workshop 
held on the 1st Sunday of Advent, 11:30-1:30 p.m. It was a special time 

to help us all prepare for Christmas and the first Sunday of 
Advent. We are all especially blessed and want to THANK Sandy 
Anderson for the best crafts and all the wonderful volunteers who 
helped (& cleaned up) a table: Bobbie Burtch, Sara Schock, Jessica 
Fresconi, Cheryl Beeson, Vivian, Dave & Emma Gaz, Amanda Moyer, 
Stacie DiGiacoma, Kyle Smith, and John 

Jennelly (best cookie baker ever). Pizza 
(some gluten-free) was served and we 
helped over 50 people make Christmas 
memories with their “church family”. 
There is room for more crafts next year, so 
start planning now, and let Sharon 
Jennelly know you if can lead a table for 
this family event.  

                    From Your Lay Leaders 
 

                           Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton 
 

        layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 
 
The beginning of the year presents an opportunity for projecting ourselves into the new year 

by making a list of New Year’s resolutions.  We say, “This year I’m going to spend more time with my 
family, eat better, exercise more, lose that extra (fill in the blank) pounds I put on over the holidays, 
etc.”  We always mean well and fully intend to stick to those resolutions.  Of course we are not 
always successful despite our best intentions. 

 
  The new year also is a time for reflection.  The media has its year in review lists.  We are told 

year’s top news stories, sports teams and plays, movies, music, new foods and fashions, and 
anything else they can think of to put on a list.  We likely will get an extra dose of retrospectives in 
the form of decade in review stories too.                    

 
At Aldersgate we do something similar to making a New Year’s resolution when we fill out the 

part of our pledge cards we keep for ourselves.  We don’t call it a New Year’s resolution. We call it 
our personal covenant with God.  We promise God that we will faithfully participate in Aldersgate’s 
ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.  We specifically 
covenant how often and how long we will pray, what percent of church activities we will attend, what 
our weekly offering will be, how we will serve our church, and how many   people we will witness to 
and how frequently.  

 
This time next year when we do our own year in review, how many of our resolutions will we 

say we have met?      
 
Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew 

cards during worship at all services, or send a message to us.   

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Registration for FALL 2020 for current and alumni children!  
Enroll your child for Aldersgate Preschool for Fall 2020 Preschool 
Classes starting January 6 till January 31 by completing and 
returning a registration form to the pre-school mailbox to ensure a 
preferred spot. Please also pass along the brochure information (www.aldersgatede.org) to your 
friends as we start accepting community registrations on February 1st.  
 
18 Month Old Class choice of:  
Tuesday/Thursday OR Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Monday-Friday  
2’s Class choice of:  
Tuesday/Thursday OR Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Monday-Friday  
3’s Class choice of:  
Tuesday/Thursday OR Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Monday-Friday  
Pre-Kindergarten Class choice of:  
Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Monday-Friday  
We love our children and would love a long list of excellent substitutes and possibilities of fall 
teaching opportunities; contact Sharon for details.  
Sharon Jennelly  
Director of Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool  
Office: (302) 478-2575  
Cell: (302) 562-5808  
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org  
 
Children’s Ministry Dates Planning Ahead for 2020  
Contact Sharon Jennelly if you can help in any way.  
Easter Egg Hunt—Saturday, April 4 at 11 a.m.  
Vacation Bible School—Monday, June 22-Friday June 26—9 a.m. to noon. 
Rally Day & Church Picnic—Sunday, September 13, 10 a.m.  
Sunday School begins – Sunday, September 20, 10 a.m.  
Hayride and Bonfire- TBA- probably a 2nd Sunday in October, 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. wagons.  
Trunk or Treat—Saturday, October 24—5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  
Family Game and Movie Night - Friday, November 20, 6 p.m.  
Advent Workshop – Sunday, November 29, Noon - 2 p.m.  
Christmas Eve Children’s Nativity Pageant -Thursday, December 24, 4 p.m. 

2020 Confirmation Class Meeting 
Sunday, January 12, 2020 at 10:10 -10:45 a.m. in the Auditorium.  

All youth interested in being Confirmed and their parents,  
 please attend this informational and introduction meeting. 

Also, if you are interested in helping coordinate the program this year, please see Chris Pennington. 

http://www.aldersgatede.org
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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Joining Together to Resist Harm 

 

As United Methodists, we are called to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they 

present themselves. When oppression presents itself from within our Church, we have a God-given 

responsibility to respond with resistance renewed. 

To this end, Reconciling Ministries Network has partnered with justice-oriented United Methodists 

from around the connection to coordinate and execute a Church-wide effort called Resist Harm to 

resist and reject the anti-LGBTQ Traditional Plan. In doing so, we join with representatives of 

Methodists for Social Action (MFSA), United Methodist Scholars, UMCNext, Mainstream UMC, 

Uniting Methodists, and more.  

Resist Harm is not a coalition or a new organization. It is a movement, a collection of resources, and a 

call to action working to equip a growing movement of United Methodists opposing the Traditional 

Plan. With the punitive and dangerous Traditional Plan taking effect in only three weeks, the coalition 

members are asking Reconciling United Methodists to respond now with wholehearted courage. 

You may have noticed from the display in the hallway across from the church office that there are now 

over 1200 reconciling groups. The goals for Resist Harm are to present ourselves with the other 

coalition members and to embody: 

SOLIDARITY in opposition to the Traditional plan and in support of LGBTQ people and allies. 

VISIBILITY to show that we are a large and growing majority of United Methodists. 

SUPPORT to help those directly experiencing harm as a result of the punitive nature of the 

Traditional Plan. 

Please continue to pray for the United Methodist Church as preparations begin for General 

Conference 2020 and the punitive changes to the Traditional Plan go into effect. For more 

information on the movement to Resist Harm, visit www.ResistHarm.com. 

RM Group Members: Betsy Diemer, Cheryl Merritt, Ellen Schlecht, Mary Cooper, Joanne Smeltz, 

Nancy Hough, Anne Murray, Judy Morton, Don Moyer, Adam West, Brian & Tyler Merritt, Anna, 

Amy & Cathy Goodman, Ellen Leonzio, Jennifer Hamer-Maansson, Diane & Annie Shea, Bert Diemer, 

Natalie Dyke, Karen Covey-Moore. 

Vicky Bowman and her daughter Caitlyn are excited to join this church community.  Caitlyn is a 

student at Brandywine High School, and Vicky works in Occupational Therapy.  Please 

welcome Vicky and Caitlyn Bowman to the Aldersgate Family. 

http://www.ResistHarm.com
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April 18, 2020 Rummage Sale update:  

Yikes – it is 2020 and the Rummage Sale is fast approaching.  

Large-load pick-ups have been scheduled: 

January 25 
February 29 
March 28 
 

Contact Chris Burket to arrange for pick-ups (cburket@gmail.com). We will also need additional 
storage space. If you can offer some space in your garage, shed or spare room, please notify Chris. 
We still need another chairperson or two for the Children’s department to assist Amy Honisch, our 
returning co-chair. We are looking for someone who can spend some time during set-up week (April 
13-17) helping other volunteers organize the room. Please contact Nancy Hough 
(houghn1@hotmail.com) or Stacie DiGiacoma (staciedigiacoma@msn.com) for more information or 
to volunteer.  Find a friend and help together. Thank you! 

The Unique Boutique seeks donations of jewelry early, so that it can process them well in advance. If 

you wish to make a donation, please contact Nancy to deliver it to the jewelry team. 

There are volunteer opportunities for everyone, so contact us if you want to get connected now. It is 
great fun to work together on this project! 

What’s Happening with the Trustees? 

 

 

 

While Gabriel’s “glad tidings of great news” had far greater significance, the Trustees are very glad to 
report that the MAJOR work in Room 137 is COMPLETE and the room is back in use.  There are still 
cosmetic updates that remain to be completed, but the pressing issues are behind us and we can turn 
our sights toward new projects! 
 
Last month, you may remember that we asked for YOUR help as we undertook the process of 
reviewing and reissuing all fobs.  THANK YOU to those who have taken the time to stop by Kevin 
Botbyl’s office so that he can check your name against “the list.”  A hearty shout out to the Altar 
Guild who validated all of their fobs as a group when they were here to decorate the building for 
Christmas!  PLEASE take a moment this month to take care of this, as fobs that are not verified and 
reissued by Friday, February 28, 2020, will be deactivated and will not work!  Thank you, in advance, 
for your cooperation in helping us maintain a more secure facility for our Aldersgate family and 
members of the community who use our excellent facility.  Additionally, if you have a fob and do not 
need it, please return it to Kevin Botbyl.  You can drop it off at his office during the week or put it in 
an envelope (with your name so he knows to whom it was issued) and leave it in his box in The HUB. 
 
Finally, as we start 2020, the Trustees would like to remind you that the list of projects is seemingly 
endless.  We appreciate your support and encouragement—AND HELP!  Also, if you are a high 
school or college student and need service project hours, Kevin Botbyl can find appropriate work to 
help for you to get those hours completed!  Please call him at 302.478.2575 or email at: 
kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org.  

                                                      The Board of Trustees  

mailto:cburket@gmail.com
mailto:houghn1@hotmail.com
mailto:staciedigiacoma@msn.com
mailto:kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org
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UMW Epiphany Program & General Meeting 

Sunday, January 5th at 12:45 p.m. 
In the Auditorium 

 
All women are invited to celebrate Epiphany as Aldersgate's United 
Methodist Women! A light lunch will be served. The program will be 

from the Delaware Humanities Speaker Forum on Kwanzaa including music and customs. UMW 
officer installation and pledge service will also be held. Please sign up in the Auditorium after services 
on December 15 and 22. Please sign up in binder located in The Hub. 

 
Night at the Delaware Blue Coats 
UMW Hannah Circle is excited to take the Aldersgate family on the road again to a Delaware Blue 
Coats game on Saturday, January 25, 2020 at 7 p.m. It is Faith and Family Night and we have secured 
25 tickets for our church to attend. Tickets are $12.00 per person, payment due with order. If you are 
interested in going, please email kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org, and let her know how many tickets you 
would like. We are excited to offer a new family event for our Aldersgate Families! 

 

UMW Cookie Walk 

The 2019 Cookie Walk was a great SUCCESS! We wish to thank all the United Methodist Women and 
congregation for your support along with the many bakers who provided baked cookies contributing to 
the day's wonderful outcome. We had over 100 trays of cookies along 
with sales of gently used Christmas decorations, crafts and specialty 
food items. It is a truly wonderful event that raised money to support 
missions for women, children and youth!  

Cookie Walk 

mailto:kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org
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Aldersgate Annual Christmas Concert  

 

It was an inspiring and uplifting gift to the community, featuring 

musicians from Aldersgate, St. Paul’s and Richardson Park churches. Nearly every seat in the 

sanctuary was filled with church members and guests. 

 

And then  

Christmas   

goodies 

Beautiful  

decorations filled 

the auditorium Reception following the concert

Combined Choirs, Orchestra and Brass Assembles 

Youth choir 

Combined Bell Choirs 

Aldersgate’s Vocal Impact  

Abbie 

Townsend 

Ellen  

Schlecht 
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Aldersgate Youth Players 2020 

“Angels” Program and Save the Date! 
 

 
 

Performances will be in the Sanctuary 
 Friday, March 6th at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, March 7th and Sunday, March 8th at 2 p.m. 
 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 
In the theatre, people that provide financial support to help underwrite the cost of doing a show are 

called “Angels.”   If you would like to become an Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angel,” please fill out the 

form below with a check made payable to Aldersgate UMC with Youth Musical in the subject line.  All 

contributions are tax deductible.  Forms and checks may be: 

Given to Janet Atwater 

Placed in her box in the Hub (Youth Musical Director) OR 

Mailed to Janet Atwater  2 Cossart Manor Road,  Chadds Ford, PA  19317 

 

 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Amount Donated:  [   ] $25  [   ]  $50  [   ] $100  [   ] $250  [   ] Other _________ 

May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”?    [    ]  YES     [    ]  NO 

THANK YOU! 
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CYBER and PC Security 
 
In today’s online environment, we hear almost daily of data breeches, passwords  
being stolen, and hackers accessing yet another sensitive site.  What can you do  

to ensure that your personal computer and data are safe in this hostile online 
environment?  The single most important thing you can do to protect your PC and 
personal information is to BACKUP YOUR DATA!   
 

The second most important thing you can do is install a router.  The router is your gateway 
to the internet.  If you have a Cable or FIOS modem connected directly to your PC, you are very 
vulnerable.  Windows has a built in firewall, but a router acts as a hardware firewall. Once you 
connect the router to your PC, you have to ensure it is configured properly. Also, make sure you are 
running a good anti-virus program with real time scanning activated. 

 
Now a word about internet browsers and email.  There are several browsers available, but 

the main ones are Internet Edge, IE Explorer, Chrome, and Firefox.  If you want to keep your 
browsing habits confidential, clear the browser cache and temporary internet files after each use.  
Check the browser add-ons that are installed to be sure they are right for you.  It’s also a good idea 
to enable tracking protection.  This limits the data that is collected by the web sites you visit.   

 
As to email protection, NEVER open emails from unsolicited people or sites.  If you don’t 

recognize the sender, delete the email.  If you get an email from a friend that has an embedded link, 
NEVER click on it unless you are absolutely sure it is safe.  If you are browsing a web site and get a 
pop up requesting you click on a link to fix your PC, etc.,  NEVER do this.  In some cases you may 
have to use Task Manager to remove the popup or reboot your system, but do NOT respond. 

 
As for the church, if you get an email or text message from a staff or church member that is 

asking for money, a favor, or an unusual request, please contact the church office to confirm 
BEFORE replying.  

 
Finally, how can you ensure you are protected?  There are several sites on the internet that 

will scan your system for vulnerabilities.  The one I use is “www.grc.com/shieldsup.”  This is the 
Gibson Research Group site.  They were one of the original computer security sites.  Click through 
and run the Exposure Test.  This will tell you if you are open or invisible.  They offer several other 
scans, but the exposure test is the main one.  And lastly, NEVER NEVER answer unsolicited phone 
calls claiming to be from Microsoft or some other reputable vendor telling you that they have 
detected a virus or some other PC malfunction.  These are scams designed to install malicious 
software on your PC.  Just hang up on them. 

 
We have a full article from Willis Weldin regarding these topics and more. If you would like 

the full article emailed to you, please contact Kyle Smith at kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org.  

Thanks to the Altar Guild for the decorations we all 

enjoy every year.  

Poinsettias were not available for the photos but they added 

color and meaning to all attending the Christmas services. 
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Esther Price passed away earlier this 

year 

 

Clara Lee Harvey passed away on 

November 15,2019 

 

Bradford Winters passed away on November 25, 2019. 

Brad came to Aldersgate as our organist in 1971, 

and faithfully served in that capacity for over 30 

years.. He was also a member of the Organist Guild 

where he served as Dean from 1974 to 1976. 

 

        Brien and Sherrie Graveline                January  1   19 years 

        Adam and Rachel West                       January  1   11 years 

        Reginald and Kimberly Haile               January  10  21 years 

        Brian and Cheryl Merritt                       January 12  18 years 

        Suhas Chandrashekar & Nalini Sekar January 19    7 years 

        Michael and Ann Ashmore                   January 21  25 years 

        Paul and Mary Nemeth                        January 27   58 years 

        Laurence and Deborah Wright             January 27   19 years 

Where Will You Spend Eternity? 

 

OK, you can relax!  This is not going to be a “spiritual” article 

about mankind’s sinfulness and Christ’s redemption through His 

death and resurrection—although that IS the message of the Good News.  I am talking about where 

the remains of your “earthly tent” will spend eternity.  Aldersgate has a  columbarium nestled in a 

peaceful, beautifully-landscaped courtyard.  The location provides a quiet and secure resting place for 

family and friends to visit, surrounded by meaningful memories and members of the Aldersgate 

family who have also been called home, as well as guaranteed perpetual care of the compartment.   

 

Niches are reserved for church members and their families; however, at the discretion of the Senior 

Pastor and Columbarium Administrator, inurnment of other individuals who have a relationship to 

Aldersgate may be allowed.  The cremains of pets are not allowed. 

 

I would encourage you to give serious consideration to reserving a space or niche, along with other pre

-planned arrangements.  I know from personal experience that it is one of the most thoughtful gifts a 

family member can give to others.  Please contact me if you would like more information or an 

application. 

 

Kevin D. Botbyl 

Columbarium Administrator 

Kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org 

2020 Chili & Chocolate (& 
Cheese!) Cook-off Social 
X will be on Saturday, February 
8 at 5 PM.   

All cooks, please arrive 
4:15-4:30 for sign-in and set-
up. 

All are invited to come & to par-
ticipate. Sign ups to attend start 
January 19. The event has sold 
out the last 8 years.   

Bring a friend or family … it’s a 
fun way to introduce people to 
Aldersgate. 

Questions or ideas?  Head Chili 
Bean = Jeff Walters 

Good Food! Fellowship! 

Drawings! Awards! 
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Winter Worship Schedule  
 

 
Journey Service at 9 a.m. in the Auditorium  
Traditional Service at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Sunday School at 10 a.m. 

   
NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Fridays — 9 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
 

Chili Cook-off 11 


