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A significant place where disciples are made
Our New Year’s Resolution

The Messenger

I recently saw this quote, "No one can go back and
start a new beginning, but anyone can start today
and make a new ending" (Unknown). I really began
to think about that statement. The conclusion was
that we don't start over; but we begin again right
where we are, making things better in our lives.
As a believer in Christ, it is not about saying I will do
this and I won't do that and then dropping the idea or
falling short. It is more about asking the Lord to help
us each day, to fall deeper and deeper in love with
Him. This way our focus will be set on the things of
heaven and not on all this earthly stuff.
If I were to make a New Year resolution, it would be
to have a deeper commitment, a deeper love, and a
deeper worship for the Lord. This year I am determined to make Him my all and all. He wants our undivided attention in spite of the distractions and temptations that lie waiting around the corner. He has to be our main focus.
How we end this year will be determined by how we started it. Did we want to
get more "INTIMATE" with the lover of our soul? I looked up the word intimate
and the meaning is to be close, familiar, very personal and private. God wants
to be all of those things with each of you.
Do you want a new ending this year? Please know that this could be the best
New Year of your life. Your life can be filled with hope and peace. To know what
the ending will be is an extra bonus. Why should every year be the same as the
one before with nothing really changing?
If you’re feeling stagnate in your relationship with the Lord, then now is the time
to rekindle the love affair with Him. He calls us to Himself and says, "Come
away my beloved." Can you hear Him? He is tugging at your heart. The real
ending in our life will be when Jesus says well done my good and faithful servant. That statement will be for someone who took the time to get to know Him,
love Him, and then obediently followed Him.
Let’s be resolute in creating the ending that will please the Lord.
Happy New Year to my beloved Aldersgate Family.

Pastor Chris
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From Your Lay Leaders
Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton
layleader@aldersgatede.org
In the United Methodist Church, the liturgical new year begins with the Advent Season. On the
fourth Sunday before Christmas, an Advent candle is lit at worship. On each succeeding Sunday
and additional candle is lit as we prepare ourselves and wait expectantly for the coming of Jesus.
In the calendar year, January 1st marks the beginning of the New Year. Wikipedia (we know, we
know) tells us, “A New Year’s resolution is a tradition, most common in the Western Hemisphere but
also found in the Eastern Hemisphere, in which a person resolves to change an undesired trait or
behavior, to accomplish a personal goal, or otherwise improve their life.” A YouGov poll found that
the most common New Year’s resolutions for 2018 were: 1) eat better; 2) get more exercise; 3) save
(more) money; 4) focus on self care, (e.g. get more sleep); 5) read more; 6) make new friends; 7)
learn a new skill; 8) get a (new) job; and 9) take up a new hobby.
These are all worthy resolutions. But from observation and personal experience, it is safe to say
that, even with the best of our intentions, most of our resolutions have a relatively short half life. So,
how about trying something different? As United Methodists, we commit to participating in the ministries of the Church by our payers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. How
about making these your New Year’s resolutions? You’ll want to keep these.
Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew
cards during worship at all services. We hope to see you at church.

Here at Camp Pecometh, we are known for our wonderful Summer Camp programs for kids and teens. But
camp’s not just for kids anymore! We now offer two wonderful Family Programs for the whole family to come
enjoy the “camp” experience together!
Our Single Parent Family Retreat is an opportunity for single parents and their kids to get away and spend
some time together - and apart - at camp! Programming will provide parents with spiritual support, encouragement, and an opportunity to relax, while the kids are busy doing camp activities. The schedule also includes
family and big-group activities, as well as a "Parents' Night Off" while the kids have a movie night. Next year,
the retreat will be held on July 5-7 (2019).
Our Friends & Family Camp is a popular summer family retreat run by our Camp Pecometh Staff Alumni Association. The weekend is an opportunity for everyone to experience the fun of camp no matter how young or
young-at-heart. Enjoy time in the Chester River kayaking or splashing around on our Splashdown equipment. Relax with a s’more by the campfire or work on that long awaited scrapbook. Choose to tent camp or
stay in either our traditional cabins or hotel-style lodges. Experience the fun, fellowship, and festivities of a
weekend at camp! Next year, the retreat will be held July 26-28 (2019).
For more information visit our website at www.pecometh.org/family-programs or by calling 410-556-6900.
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TRUSTEES HAPPENINGS
A Blessed, healthy and prosperous New Year is the wish of your Trustees to each of you. Although we enter
a new year, we are still faced with numerous projects to keep our church the place we feel is indeed our
“home church.” As with all homes ongoing repairs and improvements are needed. They never go away but
are always replaced with new items that take our resources, both of time and financial, to accomplish. Many
of us have been faced with “getting things done” but if we try to do everything at once then nothing seems to
get done. That is why we have made a concerted effort to stay focused on items to see them to accomplishment rather than attack all projects on all sides and fall short on accomplishing anything. Below are items we
have mentioned before and the status of these items.
During our walk around, we noticed mold in the emergency stairway and the steeple closet
The stairway has been repaired and we have a quote and are scheduling the steeple closet work.
Chancel lightening out (the tall ladder used to change them is missing)
A new ladder has been donated and work will be completed shortly.
The oven has broken in room 137 kitchenette
A new oven is being sought, either through purchase or still looking for a donation.
The hot water heater needs replacing in room 137 kitchenette
A new water heater to be installed.
Ice machine in Fellowship Hall broken
The ice machine has been fixed and is running properly.
The Auditorium kitchen sink leaking
Pipe repair has been accomplished.
Columbarium fountain not working
A quote has been received to fix the electrical issues with the fountain.
Open Manhole in parking lot missing cover
Christine Lassiter has contacted DelDot and they are sending a work crew out to repair.
Speaking of resources, we have lost a tremendous resource with the passing of Rex Palmer. Rex’s ability to
“get things done” around church has left a void that hopefully can be filled by another member or Ministry that
will volunteer to be the resource we so badly need. A Blessed, healthy and prosperous New Year is wished
to all of you from your Trustees!
UMW Epiphany Program & General Meeting - Sunday, January 6 at 12:45 p.m.
In the Auditorium. Musical program, "Music with Rob McFarland". Rob McFarland,
Aldersgate's Music Director, will present a program of secular and religious music.
All women are invited to celebrate Epiphany as Aldersgate's United Methodist Women! A light lunch will be
served. UMW officer installation and pledge service will also be held. As a winter mission project we will be
collecting a love offering for Southbridge Neighborhood House.
UMW Cookie Walk
The 2018 Cookie Walk was a great SUCCESS! We wish to thank all the United Methodist Women and
congregation for your boundless support along with the many bakers who provided baked cookies contributing to the day's tremendous outcome.
We had approximately 110 trays of cookies with none to spare - all sold- along with sales of gently used
Christmas decorations, crafts and specialty food items. It is truly wonderful that approximately $3,300 was
raised to support missions for women, children and youth! How great is that?
It is exciting that this event brings many people into our church from the community along with our faithful
"Aldersgaters"‘.
Share the Journey
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December 2018 Finance Report
Your Finance Committee (Parentheses indicate term expiration)
Chair – John Prince (2020)
Brett Landis (2019)
Janeen Ernst (2019)
Dorothy Whiteman (2019)
Preston Cooper (2020)
Dennis Snyder (2020)
James Wang (2021)
Ferris Wharton (2021)

Ex Officio:
Pastor – Chris Pennington
SPRC – Mike Pittenger/Jennifer Pendley
Trustees – Tom Lugg
Accountant – Kimberly Gropp
Business Administrator – Kevin Botbyl
Lay Leader – Ferris Wharton
.

The 2019 Stewardship Campaign is in progress. Aldersgate has over 650 member families of which
approximately 120 have submitted pledges for 2019 (as of 12/12/18). Remember that contributions
make up over 70% of our total income.
If you submitted a pledge to share your blessings, ‘Thank You’
If you have not sent in your pledge yet and need a pledge card, you will find some in the rack at the
top of the stairs near the glass doors, outside the auditorium by the elevator, by the information
desk. Contact John Prince (john.prince@aldersgatede.org) to receive an electronic pledge form or a
paper version.
As of the end of November:
Contributions are 10% lower than last year.
Income is 3% lower than last year.
Expenses are 4% lower than last year.
Bottom line, sadly, the net loss is $55.8k fiscal year to date.
Electronic giving options:
Online – Make a donation on our website: www.aldersgatede.org
Text to Donate – Make a donation via Text message! 302-213-6168
Of course, checks and cash are always preferred.
Aldersgate is committed to being good stewards of your faithful contributions.

Aldersgate YMCA Members:
Because I no longer drive due to vision issues, I am having difficulty getting to the
Brandywine Y. Wednesdays are basically covered but I would like to exercise
more than once a week . If you are heading to the Y to work out and could give me
a lift, I would be very grateful. You can reach me via phone – 302-425-5222, text
302-650-2760 or email judymorton1@gmail.com.

Thanks and have a blessed day, Judy Morton
Share the Journey
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Advent
Workshop

THANK YOU to all the helping elves
of the annual Advent Workshop held
on the 1st Sunday of Advent, noon-2 p.m.
We are all especially blessed with
Sandy Anderson, Judy Morton, Nivana,
Cienna & Samara Takvorian, Vicky Takvorian, Cheryl
Beeson, Juliette, Olivia and Karen Erskine, Amanda
Moyer, Stacie DiGiacoma, Donna & Natalie Ruggerio
and John Jennelly (best cookie baker ever). Pizza was
served and we helped over 50 people make Christmas
memories with their “church family”. There is room for
more crafts next year so start planning now and let
Sharon Jennelly know you can lead a table.
Blessings, Sharon Jennelly
Share the Journey
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Aldersgate
Christmas
Concert
Vocal Impact

Festive Carol Singing by
Congregation & Chancel Choir

Aldersgate Journey Band

Church Choir, Vocal Impact,
Junior Choir

Share the Journey
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Aldersgate Brass Band
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Our Boy Scouts and Altar Guild team up to decorate
the church for the Christmas celebration

Altar Guild Christ-

More
Concert
Photos

Bell Choir
Junior Choir

Share the Journey
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10 Reasons to Become a Reconciling Congregation
10. To extend God’s inclusive love and welcome – inviting lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender (LGBT) neighbors into safe sanctuaries in which they can worship, serve and find community.
All are God’s children and ours is Christ’s church. Christ intentionally welcomed all and
so should we. Our Book of Discipline proclaims “all persons are of sacred worth” and
that “We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons.”
9. So our current neighbors, new residents, and out of town guests can find us.
The Reconciling Ministries Network connects people and churches. Being listed in the RMN registry of
inclusive churches allows prospective visitors to find Reconciling Churches and is widely used throughout the connection.
8. To build and strengthen relationships within our church families.
The Reconciling process takes seriously the importance of human relationships. The wholeness God envisions is impossible where brokenness persists. We can overcome separation and find healing in meaningful conversations.
7. To be a relevant, vibrant and effective family of active faith.
Guided not by standards of corporate success, but by the Wesleyan expectation of being made perfect in
love.
6. To improve momentum in the local and national Reconciling movement.
Our heritage of connectionalism teaches that we are stronger together than we are apart. Affiliating with
RMN provides strength in resources, community, and momentum. Affiliation often inspires neighboring
congregations to engage in their own conversations resulting in more welcoming spaces for LGBT
United Methodists.
The group working toward our vote
5. To take up the Ministry of Reconciliation
to become a part of the Reconciling
The ministry of Reconciliation is fulfilled when congregations move
Ministries Network continues its
beyond “welcoming” to “advocating,” beyond “accepting” to
“transforming,” and beyond “standing with” to “standing as.”
work. You are always welcome to
4. To live out our Wesleyan heritage of evangelism
join us with any questions or messages of support. Our next meetings
Founder John Wesley said, “There is no holiness but social holiness” and instilled in us a responsibility and calling to spread social
will be on Sunday, January 13 and
holiness throughout the land, not as enforcers of a holiness code
Sunday, Feb. 10 at 9:45 in the
but as grateful and generous agents of God’s inclusive love and
church library.
transforming grace.
3. To live out our mission statement to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
In our affiliation with RMN we bear witness to the most identifiable
characteristic of Jesus’ disciples – love, and we seek, as a matter
of first priority, the kin-dom of God.

Betsy Diemer, Ellen Schlecht, Mary
Cooper, Joannne Smeltz, Nancy
Hough, Anne Murray, Judy Morton,
Cheryl & Brian Merritt, Don Moyer,
Grace DiGiacoma, Adam West,
Cyntaya Welch, Linda Williams,
The Goodman Family

2. To fulfill our baptismal covenant by accepting the freedom
and power that God gives “to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.”
We fulfill the baptismal covenant by rejecting unjust policies in the Book of Discipline. It is critical that we
speak out against the discriminatory laws of our denomination that are incompatible with God’s love for
all.
1. To live as disciples of Christ who calls us to be a light in the darkness and neighbor to all,
most especially to those unjustly pushed to the margins.
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” “Now go and do likewise.”
Share the Journey
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Registration for FALL 2019 for current and alumni children!
Enroll your child for Aldersgate Preschool’s Excellent 5 Star Quality Program for Fall 2019 Preschool
Classes starting January 3 till January 31 by completing and returning a registration form to the preschool mailbox to ensure a preferred spot. Please also pass along the brochure information
(www.aldersgatede.org) to your friends as we start accepting community registrations on February 1st.
18 Month Old Class choice of:
Tuesday/Thursday OR Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Monday-Friday
2’s Class choice of:
Tuesday/Thursday OR Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Monday-Friday
3’s Class choice of:
Tuesday/Thursday OR Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Monday-Friday
Pre-Kindergarten Class choice of:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday OR Monday-Friday
We love our children and would love a long list of excellent substitutes and possibilities of fall teaching
opportunities, contact Sharon for details.
Sharon Jennelly
Director of Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool
Office: (302) 478-2575
Cell: (302) 562-5808
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org

Children’s Ministry Dates Planning Ahead for 2019
Contact Sharon Jennelly if you can help in any way.
Easter Egg Hunt—Saturday, April 13 at 11 a.m.
Vacation Bible School—Monday, June 17-Friday June 21—9 a.m. to noon, “ROAR! Life is wild,
God is good”
Rally Day & Church Picnic—Sunday, September 8, 10 a.m.
Sunday School begins – Sunday, September 15, 10 a.m.
Hayride and Bonfire- TBA- probably a 2nd Sunday in October, 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. wagons.
Trunk or Treat—Saturday, October 26—5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Family Game and Movie Night - Friday, November 22, 6 p.m.
Advent Workshop – Sunday, December 1, Noon - 2 p.m.
Christmas Eve Children’s Nativity Pageant -Tuesday, December 24, 4 p.m.

Chili and Chocolate Cook-off Social IX!!!!!!!!!!
Saturday, January 26, 5 - 7:30 P.M. See last page for
more information
Share the Journey
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Aldersgate Youth Players 2019
“Angels” Program and Save the Date!

Performances will be in the Sanctuary
Friday, March 1 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 2 & Sunday, March 3 at 2 p.m.
Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program
In the theatre, people that provide financial support to help underwrite the cost of doing a show are called
“Angels.” If you would like to become an Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angel,” please fill out the form below
with a check made payable to Aldersgate UMC with Youth Musical in the subject line. All contributions are
tax deductible. Forms and checks may be:
 Given to Janet Atwater
 Placed in her box in the Hub (Youth Musical Director) OR
 Mailed to Janet Atwater 2 Cossart Manor Road Chadds Ford, PA 19317

THANK YOU!

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program
Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
Amount Donated: [ ] $25 [ ] $50 [ ] $100 [ ] $250 [ ] Other _________
May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”? [ ] YES

Share the Journey
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Jessica Davenport
I have lived in Delaware

Martha Schuler

Dawna Ruello
Dawna leads
our Grief Share
classes.

for 7 years, originally

I came to know Jesus

from Tennessee. I am

as my savior at a very

proud to say that God's

young age and have

grace has saved my life

been blessed to serve

several times, and I can't

him.

wait for Him to do more.

Marty Schuler

Jessica Davenport

Become a member of Aldersgate UMC!
Our next new member class is being offered Saturday April 13 from 10 a.m. to
noon. Childcare available upon request. In this class we will answer your questions about Aldersgate and the United Methodist church, give you a tour of the
building, and introduce you to the ministries and people in our congregation. The
next “class” of new members will be installed on Sunday, April 28. Please contact Cheryl Merritt, Membership Coordinator, to reserve your seat for this class or
to schedule another day and time to fit your schedule in the future. newmembers@aldersgatede.org

Brien and Sherrie Graveline
January 1
Adam and Rachel West
January 1
Reginald and Kimberly Haile
January 10
Brian and Cheryl Merritt
January 12
Suhas Chandrashekar & Nalini Sekar January 19
Michael And Ann Ashmore
January 21
Paul and Mary Nemeth
January 27
Laurence and Deborah Wright
January 27

Share the Journey
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17 years
6 years
24 years
57 years
18 years
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Don Boyd passed away on
November 29, 2018

January 2019

Winter Worship Schedule
Journey Service at 9 a.m. in the Auditorium
Traditional Service at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the
Sanctuary
Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Chili and Chocolate Cook-off Social IX!!!!!!!!!!
Saturday, January 26, 5 - 7:30 P.M.
Good food! Good fun! Awards! Drawings! and …Sombreros of
Glory!
Sign-up in advance (payment required) on January 6, 13, & 20.
$5 adults, $2 kids. 120 capacity max, so sign up early.
Categories: Chili … Chocolate … and, the 2019 rotating
category is…. Chopped Salads (so a portion fits in a 2-oz cup)
Chopped salads cannot contain chili nor chocolate.
Chefs — please get ingredient list forms when you sign up.
Arrive Saturday 4:15-4:30 PM for food set-up.
ALL ARE WELCOME. BRING FAMILY & FRIENDS …
A NICE WAY TO INTRODUCE SOMEONE TO ALDERSGATE.
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Questions or ideas? Please see Jeff Walters, Head Chili Bean

Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made!
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