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  A significant place where disciples are made 2018 

I recently saw this quote, "No one can go back and start a 

new beginning, but anyone can start today and make a new 

ending" (Unknown). I really began to think about that state-

ment. The conclusion was that we don't start over; but we 

begin again right where we are, making things better in our 

lives. As a believer in Christ, it is not about saying I will do 

this and I won't do that and then dropping the idea or falling 

short. It is more about asking the Lord to help us each day, to 

fall deeper and deeper in love with Him. This way our focus 

will be set on the things of heaven and not on all this earthly 

stuff. If I were to make a New Year resolution, it would be to 

have a deeper commitment, a deeper love, and a deeper worship for the Lord. In the 

beginning of this past year, He spoke to me in that still small voice in prayer and said, 

"I am more than enough. I am more than enough in every area of your life." He also 

said to tell others the same thing. This year I am determined to make Him my all and 

all. He wants our undivided attention in spite of the distractions and temptations that 

lie waiting around the corner. He has to be our main focus. How we will end this year 

will be determined by how we started it. Did we want to get more "INTIMATE" with 

the lover of our soul? I looked up the word intimacy and the meaning is to be close, 

familiar, very personal and private. Do you want a new ending this year? How do you 

want the ending of your life? If you're not a Christian, please know that this could be 

the best New Year of your life. Your life can be filled with hope and peace. To know 

what the ending will be is an extra bonus. Why should every year be the same as the 

one before with nothing really changing? After all, the New Year resolutions may or 

may not get accomplished. If you are a Christian and you feel stagnate in your rela-

tionship with the Lord, then now is the time to rekindle the love affair with Him. He 

calls us to Himself and says, "Come away my beloved." Can you hear Him? He is tug-

ging at your heart. The real ending in our life will be when Jesus says well done my 

good and faithful servant. That statement will be for someone who took the time to 

get to know Him, love Him, and who obediently followed Him. 

Blessings and Happy New Year! 

Pastor Chris 
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From Your Lay Leaders 

     In 2018 - What One Thing? 

As we move into a new year, what is one thing that you want to change or add to your habit of daily living to 
increase your faith, or enhance your way of living in faith, or deepen your relationship with Christ?  

Can you spend one more minute a day in prayer? Can you reach out to help others in just one more way? 
Could you try a new devotional reading or take a new study with one of the pastors? 2018 brings us a new 
calendar year, but almost all the issues of 2017 are still with us. The one thing that you can successfully deal 
with is yourself. What is one thing that you will do to make 2018 the best year of your life? 

Add to your 2018 prayer list: the youth and leaders who are going to the Youth Rally in January and our 2018 
confirmands, who will formally join the church on Pentecost Sunday, this spring. 

We ask you to continue with prayers for the United Methodist Council of Bishops who are in the midst of 
working on the Way Forward. The council has asked us to pray for “the church’s effectiveness in fulfilling our 
mission of making disciples and for the outcome of the work of the Commission on a Way Forward.” Al-
though our conference does not have a designated week of prayer this year, other conferences are being 
called to prayer and we can support them and the issue by lifting it up. More information can be found at 
UMCprays.org. 

If you are interested in learning more about the progress of the Way Forward, there is a Peninsula-Delaware 
Conference meeting covering the issue on Saturday, Feb. 3, in Salisbury, MD. Contact us for more informa-
tion. 

  Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton, layleader@aldersgatede.org 

Spreading Christmas Joy at December’s Pizza SUP 

Card signing for Christmas cards sent to homebound members 
of our congregation. 

Pizza servers 

Amanda Moyer, 

Taber Smith, and 

Kyle Smith mid-

serving with the 

growing tower of 

empty boxes be-

hind them! 

Dan Shay and his helpers organizing the hats, 

scarves, gloves and long underwear  

Upcoming SUP DINNERS 

Feb. 13: Shrove Tuesday Pancake SUP in Fellowship Hall 

March Date to Be Named Soon: Ecumenical Lenten Service SUP Salad Bar  

April 23: Taco Night! Mission Support 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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                     Finance Report 

Your Finance Committee (Parentheses indicate term expiration) 

 
 
Our annual Stewardship Campaign has started and thanks to all who have submitted a pledge 
for next year. If you need a card, there is a supply of blank Financial Commitment Cards in the 
Narthex for your convenience and the form is available on the Aldersgate web site home page. 
 
Relative to contributions through the end of November, we are about 1% ahead of last year. As 
you know, we typically receive a larger portion of contributions in the last few calendar months. 
 
Expenses continue to be lower than last year; however we are still running at a loss year-to-
date. 
 
Aldersgate is committed to being responsible stewards of the funds donated. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 

John Prince 

Chair – John Prince (2020) 

Matt Anderson (2018) 

Bill Holloway (2018) 

Dorothy Whiteman (2019) 

Brett Landis (2019) 

Janeen Ernst (2019) 

Preston Cooper (2020) 

Dennis Snyder (2020) 

LisaAnn Trembath (2020) 

Ex Officio: 

Pastor – Chris Pennington 

SPRC – Mike Pittenger/Jennifer Pen-

dley 

Trustees – Jonathan Dyke 

Treasurer – Lynette Kenton 

Business Administrator – Kevin Botbyl 

Lay Leader – Ferris Wharton 

David Lockart will be presenting, “Our Trip to 
the Holy Land,” at the Methodist Men’s January 
meeting on Tuesday, January 16 at 11:45 a.m., 
joined by his wife, Linda, Chancel Choir director 
at Hockessin United Methodist Church.  David 
and Linda will be telling stories and displaying 
David’s photographs from their May, 2017 jour-
ney to Jerusalem and other parts of Israel, where they experienced the 
Holy Land and many of the places where Jesus lived, performed mira-
cles, was crucified and buried.  “This trip changed our lives,” said 
David.  “We have been singing, teaching and conducting solo and choral 
music for all of our professional careers about the life of Jesus Christ, 
and to be able to see, feel, smell and hear the sounds and sights of Je-
rusalem, the Via Dolorosa, the Jordan River, The Second Temple (and 
Western Wall), the Garden of Gethsemane, the Mount of Olives and 
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher is an inspiration, and we hope to 
share our experiences with the church when we present our photogra-
phy in January.   

      Doug DeVoll 
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Feeling at home with Home Care : Choosing the right provider:   

Home care is a viable and often preferred alternative to long–term hospitalization or other institutionalized 
care. Home care may be recommended for patients with long-term health conditions, acute illness, permanent 
disability or terminal illness. In these cases there are often a number of services available. The services of 
nurses, physical therapists, speech therapists, occupational therapists, social workers, dietitians, home health 
aides, homemakers, chore workers and companions are all usually available through the home care provider.  

Your loved one’s physician will help you decide what services he or she needs, BUT choosing the right home 
care provider takes some time and research. The first step is to discuss the care recipient’s home care needs 
with his physician, hospital discharge planner or case manager. Also, ask for a list of local, licensed home care 
agencies. If a list is not available, request one from the Delaware Division of Public Health at (800) 942-7373. 

The following should be considered when choosing a home care agency. 

 Does the agency provide the services your loved one needs? 

 Does the agency provide continuity of care?  Will the same Professional Caregiver or team be involved for 
the duration of the care plan? 

 Are the care recipients and family Caregivers included when the agency develops or changes the care plan? 

 When is the agency accessible? Is someone available to assist you and your loved one to answer questions 
after hours or in an emergency? 

 Does the provider have a good reputation and positive track record? Ask for a list of references from local 
physicians, health care professionals, discharge planners, and former clients. 

 How long has the agency been in business serving your community? 

 Is the agency licensed (required in many states)  and accredited by a healthcare accreditation organization, 
such as the Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) ? 

 Does the agency accept Medicare, Medicaid, or other public third party payers? Because each state has its 
own eligibility requirements, the home health agency may not accept patients covered by Medicaid. 

 Is the agency Medicare certified? Only Medicare certified agencies can provided services covered by 
Medicare. It is also beneficial to determine if the agency will continue services if Medicare or other reim-
bursement sources are exhausted. 

 Final, the agency your choose should be an extension of the physician’s original plan of care for the pa-
tient. It is essential that the agency and Caregivers work well with the care recipient, their family and phy-
sician. The common goal for everyone involved in the patient’s home care services should be a successful 
recovery. 

Pastor Don 

Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social Evening (8th Annual!) 

Saturday, January 27, 2018.  5-7:30 p.m. (chefs arrive 4:30 p.m.) 

Categories:  Chili … Chocolate … and One-Bite Snacks 

All are welcome.  A great opportunity to invite a friend or another family. 

Interesting food!  Fun!  Awards!  Drawings!  Sombreros of Glory! 

Sign-ups & payment at church on 1/7, 1/14, 1/21.  (the event sold out the last 4 years) 



Share the Journey   5 January 2018 

 

January 

Brian & Cheryl Merritt         Jan. 12     15 years 

Gordon & Patricia Burrows Jan. 16     35 years                        

      Paul & Mary Nemeth         Jan. 27      55 years 

 

Bill Schmitz passed away on 

Noveember 24, 2017 

Eleanor Tyson  also passed away 

on November24, 2017 

Geraldine Tomlinson  also passed 

away on November 24, 2017 

    TRUSTEE HAPPENINGS          

The 2017 agenda of “HAPPENINGS” was full with all members engaged.  A few are itemized below. 

 The preparation and ultimate sale of two parsonages for slightly over $600,000 was almost a 

full time job for Rex Palmer and many others. 

 Repair of the Zimmer Pipe organ in the Sanctuary with more to come in 2018. 

 Courtyard renovation implemented by Doug DeVoll, Carolyn Fleckenstein and Joanne Smeltz 

with new plantings, fountain design and lighting for the columbarium. 

 Renovation of room 237 was spearheaded by Bob Reis, Kevin Botbyl and Dave Hepner with many other hands. 

 Dave Hepner and Rex Palmer installed new handicap directional signs around the property following Henry 

Daum’s team design.  

 Established new choir space suggested by David Lockhart in rear of sanctuary with elimination of a few pews 

and new flooring for music at the end of the service. 

 New roof over office wing and library; an every year event! 

 New roof design installed over the Fairfax entrance (another roof!) 

 Exterior trim paint is well underway by Jeff Ingman. 

The 2018 program is already taking shape as a number of major projects listed below are being considered.  As always 

there will be some surprises. 

 Replace the music room roof (another roof!). 

 Finish exterior trim paint and gutter repair. 

 Replace Sanctuary speakers. 

 Repair parking lot surface. 

 Replace water damaged ceiling tiles throughout the building. 

 Replace flooring in Montessori, Pre-School and Sunday School rooms and halls. 

 Repair steeple leaks and lighting. 

 The Zimmer organ will need more complete repairs in the next couple of years.  This will be a major expense. 

         Don Moore 
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Continued on next page 

  

 

Advent Workshop 2017 

Almost 50 children, friends and families enjoyed the Aldersgate family-

traditional Advent Workshop with many helpers!  

Thank you to craft table leaders Sandy Anderson, Grace DiGiacoma, Anna 

Goodman, Beverly Melcher, Sara Schock and baker, Sharon Jennelly. All families 

went home with a variety of homemade 

Christmas crafts to be hung on the tree or 

given as gifts . We welcomed a successful 

earlier Noon start time serving pizza and 

salad lunch this year. We are planning 

again for the First Sunday of Advent 2018- 

December 2, from noon until 2 p.m .  

Student and Children’s Ministries 
Sharon Jennelly 
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More pics from the Advent Workshop 
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Children’s Ministry Dates Planning Ahead for 2018 

Volunteers are always needed for events, contact Sharon if you can help in anyway. 
Easter Egg Hunt—Saturday, March 24 at 11 a.m.  
Vacation Bible School—Monday, June 18 through Friday June 22—9 a.m. to noon, “Shipwrecked Rescued by Jesus” 
Rally Day & Church Picnic—Sunday, September 9, 10 a.m.  
Sunday School begins – Sunday, September 16, 10 a.m.  
Hayride and Bonfire- TBA- probably a Sunday in October,  4 p.m. and 5 p.m. wagons.  
Trunk or Treat—Saturday, October 27—5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  
Family Game and Movie Night - Friday, November 16, 6 p.m.  
Advent Workshop – Sunday, December 2, Noon - 2 p.m.  
Christmas Eve Children’s Nativity Pageant - Monday, December 24, 4 p.m.  
  

This year, Family Promise has helped 135 families look toward the future. We’re still the only provider in the area 

that keeps families together. And we have the best success rate in the state at helping families secure and maintain 

housing!  The following is a story of one family that Aldersgate recently helped out.  

 For 23 years, Brian has supported his wife, Stacey, and son, Chris, as a commercial truck driver. “Basically my 
only skill is driving a truck,” he said. 
 But about two years ago, Brian got a ticket for an overweight truck. His license was suspended and he faced a 
$1,400 fine. “There was no way I was going to make bills and pay that off to get my license back,” he said. “So we were 

basically sinking.”  

 With their options dwindling, Brian and Stacey found Family Promise — the only place that wouldn’t split up their 
family. 
    “22 years we’ve been together, and now all of a sudden, now you want to separate us,” he said. “If we had to, 
we would’ve, because of Christopher, but it was just nice to have that opportunity to find a place like this where you can 
stay together.” 
 In the three weeks since Brian’s family has been here at Family Promise, he said, “it’s been awesome.” We’ve 
helped him pay off his ticket and are working with him to get his license back. 
     “It’s so much less stress than what we were going through,” he said. “It’s like everything’s been renewed these 
last three weeks.” 
  Chris is also doing better. “He loves it,” Brian said. “He’s not stressed now. He’d see mom and dad are stressed, 
so he was stressed. So now he’s happy.” 
     Our volunteers have also made them feel at home. One volunteer has even “put a few words out for my wife 
about getting a few job opportunities,” Brian said. “We’ve been keeping in contact with him, just like networking.” 
     Now, Brian and his family are seeing the light at the end of the tunnel — being able to secure permanent hous-
ing and the resources for lasting independence. 

     “We’re eager to just keep going forward,” Brian said. “Family Promise is just truly a blessing.” 

 

Thank you Family Promise Volunteers!   

From December 10 - December 17,  Aldersgate hosted 4 temporary homeless families with children by providing them with trans-
portation (through the snow!), tasty dinners, a quiet place to sleep, breakfast each morning, prayers and support.  Family Promise 
help families get back on their feet and into permanent housing in 30 - 60 days.  This is possible only through the support of an 
army of volunteers.  A HUGE thank you to our dedicated volunteers this week: Jessica Fresconi, Luke Fresconi, Ella Fresconi, Alle 
Fresconi, Troop 67, Bonnie Rambo, Christine Lassiter, Brian Erskine, Karen Erskine, Olivia Erskine, Juliette Erskine, 
Mary Johnston, Bill Johnston and Ellen Johnston, Kristin Lefebvre, Brian Lefebvre, Payton Lefebvre, Finley Lefebvre, Andy Shenk, 
Laura Parrish, Mt. Lebanon UMC, The Judy Family, LifePath Church, Nancy Hough, Taber Smith, Preston Cooper, Anne Murray, 
The Davenport Family, Judy Morton, Ned and Mary Lou Landis, Mt. Lebanon Emmaus Reunion Group, Candice Kilson and Family, 
Bob Reis, Pastor Don, Kathy Daum, Marilyn Reiner, Shirley Rollins, Barbara Buckley, Sharon Jennelly, Susan Schrank.   

Thank you for being the hands and feet of Christ!   

With gratitude,     The Merritt Family  
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Aldersgate Preschool – Registration for fall begins in January for families and 
alumni, followed by open enrollment for the community in February.  
18 month old to Prekindergarten Children - 9 to 11:45 a.m.  
Before care (8 to 9 a.m.) and/or after care (11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m.) available  
Soccer Shots, Spanish, Dance and Yoga available from 12:30-1 p.m. for an additional 
fee  
Chapel—Every other Monday and Tuesday, Music – Wednesdays and Thursdays  
Meet your teachers week and Social will be Thursday, September 6, Preschool 
classes start on Monday, September 10th (18 month old & 2’s classes dismiss at 11 
a.m. first two weeks) 
Spirit Days, Chick-Fil-A —Spirit Night, Barnes & Noble Book fair, Thanksgiving 
Feasts, Christmas Program, Donuts for Dad, Pajamas Day, Grandparent Day, Pre-
school Family Block Party, Mother’s Day Tea, Prekindergarten Graduation, End of 
year Picnic, plus various Parent Committee events. 
Please contact Director, Sharon Jennelly for a visit. www.aldersgatede.org and 
check out the Aldersgate Preschool page with all the details! 

Pictures of the Aldersgate Preschool 18-month-old 
class feeding the birds. 

The Aldersgate Preschool 18-month-old class, led 
by teachers Debbie Lehane and Sara McCarthy, em-
phasize the importance of taking care of God’s 
creatures –great and small, especially our winter 
birds to the children. The class has two bird feeders 
outside their classroom window where the children 
enjoy identifying the birds most mornings.  

Care for Creation  

http://www.aldersgatede.org
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Meet Two  New Members That Recently Joined Aldersgate Church 

After attending services 

and events at Alders-

gate over the past cou-

ple of years, we could 

not be happier about 

being baptized into the 

body of Jesus Christ, 

and accepted as mem-

bers in this congrega-

tion. Our family is 

structured around 

home schooling our 

boys, Westen (8), and 

Isaac (6).  To us, that 

means giving and 

sharing all the gifts of 

knowledge, wisdom, 

service, kindness, and 

faith that God has pro-

vided. Nature hikes, 

soccer, live music, wor-

ship, Brazilian jiu  

jitsu, and museum vis-

its all supplement our 

Jasen      Mary 

  Westen   Isaac 

          Zerbey 

I am married with two children.  I work 
at Christiana Hospital as a Resident 
Nurse. I look forward to growing in my 

faith.        Jamie Gissendaner 

Come experience a daily rhythm of prayer, simple meals, communing with God in nature, communion, and 
spiritual direction at Pecometh. Our Winter Silent Retreat is Sunday-Friday, February 18-23, 2018. Like 
river water in a jar in which the sediment falls to the bottom, revealing the clear water, allow your spirit to 
settle and clear by resting in God. 
  
The cost varies from $50 for one day to $449 for the full 6 days, 5 nights. All costs are per person, and in-
clude the program fees, single occupancy overnight accommodations, and meals from lunch on your first 
day through lunch on your final day. Optional Christian yoga and massage therapy are also available for an 
additional fee.  
  
To see all program options and to register, please visit our website at www.pecometh.org/winter-silent-
retreat  or by calling 410-556-6900. 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!F9esOdDAunlEx3XxdJAcC0iBM1Dr528UQXaHwGS28DIUaDyb8IfZYHA8Gp5Zz0sXg
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!IEMokrxn0MjlLH4NXG6c6TbmTwe-DlHEJnbbimQWwNIYxFnLPxRm0+aa5j1-Kf250
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!IEMokrxn0MjlLH4NXG6c6TbmTwe-DlHEJnbbimQWwNIYxFnLPxRm0+aa5j1-Kf250
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Dear Aldersgate Family, 

Thank you so very much for all the cards, calls and prayers on the loss of 

my brother, Bill.  Your love and support these past weeks have made such a 

difference and been such a help during this difficult time!  Even though Bill was 

here for a short time, he loved the people of this church.   

I also appreciate all the help in planning and carrying out the memorial service 

for Bill.  Special thanks to Pastor Chris, Pastor Beverly, Altar Guild, Janet Atwater, 

Mark, Candice and Danielle.  The Memorial Reception team headed up by Sandy 

Anderson and Mary Jane Prince went above and beyond, making sure there were 

gluten free sandwiches and desserts for my family. 

On behalf of my nephews, Craig, Eric and Brandon as well as me, thank 

you  Aldersgate for your love and support. 

                                                Love, Judy Morton 

Thank   

you 

Not sure I  am 

doing this 

right!!! 

Christmas Joy  
Wrapping Party 
Sharing the Joy  
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Aldersgate Youth Players 2018 
“Angels” Program and Save the Date! 

 

 
 

Performances will be in the Sanctuary 
 Friday, March 2 at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, March 3 & Sunday, March 4 at 2 p.m. 
 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 
In the theatre, people that provide financial support to help underwrite the cost of doing a show are called 

“Angels.”   If you would like to become an Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angel,” please fill out the form be-

low with a check made payable to Aldersgate UMC with Youth Musical in the subject line.  All contributions 

are tax deductible.  Forms and checks may be: 

Given to Janet Atwater 

Placed in her box in the Hub (Director, Contemporary Music) 

Or Mailed to Janet Atwater 

  2 Cossart Manor Road, Chadds Ford, PA  19317 

 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Amount Donated:  [   ] $25  [   ]  $50  [   ] $100  [   ] $250  [   ] Other _________ 

May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”?    [    ]  YES     [    ]  NO 

Thank you 

 O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, how evergreen your branches. At least until after the last holiday decorations 
come down. Then there's a large messy stalk that's not wanted in the house anymore. There are three options that 
solve the problem but also Care for Creation! 

First, consider using the spent branches in the garden. They can be protective cover for perennials. Get creative, 
prop it up and decorate with bird seed, suet, orange slices and dry bread. The birds will love the extra food and find respite 
against the elements. 

If the tree won't fit in the yard, take it to a yard waste site. The one on Polly Drummond Road in Newark is free. There are other 
mulch companies that may take them for a small fee. 

Finally, trash carriers will take yard waste. Contact yours to find out how and when they will pick up the Christmas tree 

These options keep the natural material of the Christmas tree out of the landfill and lets nature do it's work of recycling the not 
so fresh Christmas tree. 

Sherie Stiles 
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Reproach of Women 

  During the Advent season we often study the life of John the Baptist and his godly parents, Zechariah and Eliza-

beth.  During her pregnancy with this holy child Elizabeth exclaimed “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked 

on me, to take away my reproach among people.” (Luke 1:25). What was her reproach?  Elizabeth was unable to conceive and 

she was disdained for this by her society.  The worth of a woman in her world and in many cultures depends on their ability to 

bear children.  In some societies male children are the ones that count the most so not even a female baby is good enough. A 

woman who has no children is at fault for some reason, even though modern medicine has proven that the husband can also be 

the cause of the family infertility. In the Bible we read of a few other women who faced reproach and were desperate for a child: 

Sarah, Rebekah, and Hannah to name a few. 

  In our society women are not under the same depth of condemnation if they do not conceive. Women have careers and 

many kinds of other interests than motherhood.  However there is still unhappiness and social pain when a couple who want chil-

dren cannot conceive for some reason. 

  Reproach of women is not lost on our society. The practice of sexism is a form of reproach.  Still today women get paid 

less than men for the same work, most corporations have men as their CEO’s, and sexual abuse and domestic violence mostly 

happens to women.  I have seen this in our church.  At least once every year, someone who knows that their pastor is leaving will 

call my office and say, “don’t send us a woman pastor.” I have handled numerous complaints of sexual misconduct and harass-

ment by clergy and lay people during my tenure in this area. Many fine women pastors have had difficulties in ministry, not be-

cause of their lack of skills or calling but because some in the church (men and women) cannot accept their authority or the 

unique gifts that they bring.  Some even use the Bible to justify their discrimination against a woman pastor. 

  What do we do about our modern day reproach and sexism?  We talk about it! 

 Time Magazine announced last week that their “Person of the Year” was not a person but a group of women known as the 

“Silence Breakers.”  This is a group of women who came forward and told the story of sexual abuse at the hands of men in posi-

tions of power.  As more and more women come forward to tell their stories things can get better. 

  I remember as a young adult I experienced sexual abuse two times.  Once a co-worker at the school where I taught 

pushed me against a wall and kissed me.  On another occasion the father of the groom at a family wedding found me in a quiet 

corner and proceeded with some inappropriate touching.   I never told anyone about this and that is how the practice of abuse 

continues.  When abused women (and sometimes men) keep silent the abuse is somehow condoned and safe.  Sometimes 

when they do speak out they are demonized, not believed and ostracized, making them the victim a second time.  

  The church needs to have honest conversations about these issues and strive to live in more healthy ways as we con-

tinue the work of ministry.  First steps include talking, teaching, and creating safe spaces for people to share their stories.  In that 

way we can fulfill the words of Elizabeth and take away the reproach of women (and all those abused) among the people. 

 

UMW Epiphany Program & General Meeting 

 

Monday, January 8 at 6 p.m. In the Auditorium. Musical program, "Music with Mark Sobol". Mark 
Sobol, Aldersgate's Organist, will present a program of jazz secular and religious music. All women are in-
vited to celebrate Epiphany as Aldersgate's United Methodist Women! 

A light supper will be served. UMW officer installation and pledge service will also be held. Please sign up in 
the Auditorium after services or with any circle leader. As a winter mission project we will be collecting a 
love offering for mission work.      

        Stacie Sharpless DiGiacoma  
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Aldersgate 
Christmas  
Concert 

Brought  
Much Joy  

to the  
Community 
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What a Lovely 
Blend of Music 
 toCelebrate the  
Christmas Season 
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Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leaders’ Message; Christmas Joy 2 

Trustees Report 3 

UMM, Finance Committee 4 

Home Care article by Pastpr Don, Chile Cook-off 5 

Sttudent and Children’s Ministries 6-7 

Children’’s Ministriies  and Family Promise 8 

Pre-School 9 

New Members and Pecometh News 10 

Christmas Wrapping Party and “thank you” 11 

Aldersgate Youth Players 12 

UMW and The Connection 13 

Christmas Concert Photos 14-15 

What’s Inside... Regular Worship Schedule 

Journey Service at 9 a.m. in the Auditorium 

Traditional Service at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Sunday School at 10 a.m.  

Children’s Church will be during the 11 a.m. fall worship ser-
vices, September 24th– November 19th.  After the Reading of 
the Gospel, Mrs. Sharon Jennelly and/or Adam West will in-
vite all 4 year olds -3rd graders to follow them to Room 137 to 
sing, dance, learn more about an exciting Bible story and par-
ticipate in an age-appropriate craft! We will be exiting from 
the front of the church then will bring the children back to 
the Sanctuary by the end of the service. Please let us know if 
you are able to help out in this ministry. 

(see special schedule for 12/31/17)  

 

The 8th annual Chili & Chocolate Cook-off 
Social Evening is: 
5 p.m. Saturday, January 27, 2018.  New mystery food & prize 
category to be announced. Stay tuned to your Chili Channel.  

Please note that there will only be one 

Unified Worship Service at 10 a.m on 

Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve . 


