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A significant place where disciples are made
Resolutions or Repetitions

The Messenger

It's that time of year again. We're going to pledge to lose weight, exercise more, get out of debt,
stick to a budget, stop smoking, save for the future and spend more time with family. We make
resolutions because we want to bring change to bear on our circumstances. We want to improve
ourselves and our quality of life. And the top resolutions, for most people, tend to revolve around
the same three poles: money, health and family. But what would a set of New Year's resolutions
look like for you and your church, your role as a leader/member, or simply as someone who
wants to live a life of strategic Kingdom investment?
Though many more could be added, here are 10 to consider:
1. Pray more. Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17, NASB).
2. Invest in my spiritual gift(s). Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a
prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you. Be diligent in these matters;
give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress (I Timothy 4:14-15, NIV).
3. Get more intentional about evangelism. I have become all things to all men so that
by all possible means I might save some (I Corinthians 9:22, NIV).
4. Care for myself spiritually. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already
been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me
(Philippians 3:12, NIV).
5. Make the tough decisions I know are best. And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am
going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that in every city the
Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth
nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me —
the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace (Acts 20:22-24, NIV).
6. Confront debilitating patterns of sin. Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us (Hebrews 12:1, NIV).
7. Quit comparing myself to other Christians, other leaders and other churches.
Turning his head, Peter noticed the disciple Jesus loved following right behind. When Peter noticed him, he asked Jesus, "Master, what's going to happen to him?" Jesus said, "If I want him to
live until I come again, what's that to you? You — follow me." That is how the rumor got out
among the brothers that this disciple wouldn't die. But that is not what Jesus said. He simply said,
"If I want him to live until I come again, what's that to you?" (John 21:20-23, Msg)
8. Read more. Timothy, please come as soon as you can. … When you come, be sure to …
bring my books … (II Timothy 4:9,13 NLT)
9. Be more open to change. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it? (Isaiah 43:19, NIV)
10. Stay focused on the vision. They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many
wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had
everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved (Acts 2:42-47, NIV).
We can make 2017 whatever we choose to make it. Here’s to making it a fantastic year!
Happy New Year to you and yours!
Pastor Chris (and family)

Share The Journey.

United Methodist Men Luncheon& Program
Tuesday, January 17th in Fellowship Hall
Lunch at 11:45 a.m.—Program follows:
"Estate Planning: Taking Control and Avoiding
Pitfalls”

On Tuesday January 17th the United Methodist Men will welcome
Ciro Poppiti as our speaker. Mr Poppiti is the dynamic Registrar of
Wills in New Castle County. He is known for his informative and
entertaining presentations on subjects related to the preparing
and organizing of finances in the way you wish them to be.

The next SUP is on
Shrove Tuesday,
February 28th.

Make reservations now and select the kind of sub you prefer ham, roast beef, Italian or turkey. Leave you sub order in the Hub,
respond to the One Call invitation or email
UMM@ aldersgatede.org.

From the Lay Leaders
Change is Coming
Beginning in 2017 the Lead Team has decided to shift the fiscal year by six months. This will bring the
church’s budget in line with the Preschool year and with our families’ school calendars, and will help deal
with the congregational pattern of giving. We will enact this shift by beginning with a six-month bridge
budget to take us to June 30, 2017. The next budgeting process will begin in the spring and the new fiscal
year will run from July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018.
At the same time we are going to parallel committee service terms to the fiscal year. In the next couple of
years, committee members will be asked to serve through June, an additional six months, if possible.
Pledge commitments will not be affected by the fiscal year move. If you have any questions about these
changes, please contact a member of the Lead Team or Pastor Chris.

Prayer Opportunities
The Officiary of the church are the people who lead programs and work with others to make Aldersgate a
significant place where disciples are made. Some leaders have rotated off with the end of the calendar year.
Join us in giving thanks for their service. Other people are beginning in new positions and we pray for all the
possibilities they represent. Pray with us that they may make a difference in the life of the church.
We also ask your prayers for the United Methodist Council of Bishops who are looking to find a Way Forward
this year. The council has asked us to pray for “the church’s effectiveness in fulfilling our mission of making
disciples and for the outcome of the work of the Commission on a Way Forward.” This global commission
was organized by the Council of Bishops to look at the church’s laws on homosexuality and determine what
changes to recommend to General Conference. The 84 bishops began this work with personal commitments
to daily prayer for this issue and for unity of the church.
More information can be found at
Share the Journey
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UMW Epiphany Program & General Meeting
Monday, January 9 at 6 p.m. in the Auditorium:
Musical program “Karols & Jingles & Bells”, presented by
the "The Kabaret Krew" featuring Becky Kotsifas, Carolyn
Peck and Rocky Roland. All women are invited to celebrate Epiphany as Aldersgate’s United Methodist
Women! Please sign up with any circle leader or in the
sign up book in the HUB
A light supper will be served. UMW Officer installation
and pledge service will be held. Please sign up in the
Auditorium after services. As a winter mission project,
we will be collecting women's hygiene products to be donated to local shelters.

Farewell to Royal
As many of you know, at the end of this year Royal Lowthert is retiring after 24 years of service to Aldersgate as our Church Business Administrator.
We will hold a reception for Royal on Sunday, January 15,at 10:15 am.
Please join us to celebrate Royal’s many accomplishments and to wish him
well in his retirement. We will also be collecting cards congratulating Royal
and expressing our gratitude for his many years of service.
During Royal’s time at Aldersgate, he has been responsible for accounting,
facilities management, office software systems and training, and so much
more. He was an ex-officio member of the Board of Trustees, the Finance
Committee, and the Planned Giving and Memorials Committee. During this
time, he attended classes at Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia for effective church administration, completed the Disciple I bible
study, and completed the Stephen’s Ministry course. Royal has been active
on the Outreach Committee as well.
Royal also served three years as President and seven years as Treasurer of the Delaware Valley Chapter of
the National Association of Church Business Administration. He also served on the Boards of Directors (as
Treasurer) of the Delaware HIV Consortium, Contact Delaware, and The Mancus Foundation. Royal has always had a passion for serving those less fortunate than himself.
We hope you will join us on January 15 to wish Royal the best of luck as he and Jane pursue their retirement
in Florida.

Share the Journey
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Trustee Happenings
December 2016
Your Board of Trustees has been busy this year. Our budget has kept pace with lower spending needs and
our Capital Fund has been used and is being replenished as planned, allowing us to plan and fund more
costly building needs when identified.
As we conclude 2016 there are a number of initiatives nearing completion. Yet, a new Board will take office
in January with many challenges remaining. Here is the latest on projects undertaken this year.











Our two houses are on still the market. As of early December, we await the settlement date for the
Berwyn home (recently delayed) and are continuing to market the Oakwood house with every opportunity.
Restroom improvements have been concluded and we have much better facilities than in the past.
Not that we think the restrooms are Aldersgate’s selling feature for visitors and potential new members, but they will not portray a dated appearance as they have in the past and are outfitted with fixtures and lights that will save resource costs and the environment.
Our plans to add a storage building in the parking lot were altered when it became apparent that due
to the slope we would have to build up one side significantly, making the structure more permanent
that we had planned and adding significant cost.
Our window replacement project has continued with many now replaced in the office wing. More
windows need to be addressed.
Our Caring for Creation group has refocused our campus planning and planting on native species that
should require less maintenance. Due to some strategic assistance in planning and much hard work,
our campus continues to look good. When you have a chance, note in particular the cleaned out and
more open courtyard.
Storage and space usage has improved markedly with the addition of the new room off the Rainbow
Room. But, that area is already filled and more storage is needed for Rummage Sale, Flea Market and
Silent Auction donations that come in throughout the year.

What’s in store for the future? There are a number of projects in need of attention in time, talents and resources. Many are not new. But, for anyone looking to assist with labor or dollars, here are some great opportunities.


The roofs are still a need. We have the sanctuary protected for the foreseeable future, but the other
roofs are now in need of planned replacement over the next several years. We will need to take
them in stages but within 5 to 8 years all of the remaining roofs will need to be replaced. And, along
the way, all of the gutters will need to be replaced. Those by the main glass doors need attention before anything else.
 The remainder of the courtyard improvements will be done this spring, including a new fountain. Financing is lined up for most of the costs, but there may be some opportunities for special additions
that can add to what we plan will be a superior space for quiet reflection and memories in front of
the columbarium.
Share the Journey
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 Easter Egg Hunt—Saturday, April 8 at 11 a.m.
 Sunday School Ends—Sunday, May 21 and Service Project, May 28
 Vacation Bible School—Monday, June 19-23—9 a.m. to noon
 Rally Day & Church Picnic—Sunday, September 10, 10 a.m.
 Sunday School begins – Sunday, September 17, 10 a.m.
 Trunk or Treat—Saturday, October 28—5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
 Family Game and Movie Night - Friday, November 17, 6 p.m.
 Advent Workshop – Sunday, December 3, Noon - 2 p.m.
 Christmas Eve Children’s Nativity Pageant - December 24, 4 p.m.

Aldersgate Preschool – Registration for fall begins in January for families and alumni, followed by open
enrollment for the community in February.
18 month old to Prekindergarten Children - 9 to 11:45 .am.
Before care (8 to 9 a.m.) and/or after care (11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m.) available
Soccer Shots, Spanish, Dance and Yoga available from 12:30-1 p.m. for an additional fee
Chapel—Every other Monday and Tuesday
Music – Wednesdays and Thursdays
Donuts for Dads—January 19 & 20, 8-9 a.m.
Wear your Pajamas Day– January 26 & 27
Grandparent Day—March 10
Preschool Family Block Party – April 26
Mother’s Day Tea—May 5
Prekindergarten Graduation—May 24
End of year Picnic—May 26
Meet your teachers week and a Water Ice Social—Thursday, September 7
Preschool classes start on Monday, September 11

Share the Journey
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Greetings,
By now everyone has recovered from the activities of the season of great joy. The holidays bring a mixture of joy
and grief. For some it is a special time of friends, family, gifts and gatherings. However, there is another side of the
season that brings some to sadness and sorrow. We always want to see the glass full, but we know some people
suffer in silence. It is for those people that we must be conscious of when we who have much should be willing to
share with those who have little. This is the gift of our presence which to some is the greatest gift of Christmas.
The greatest gift of all was the birth of our Savior. We often overlook the true reason for Christmas. But, all too often, we find ourselves in the midst of a celebration without focus on the true meaning of the entry of the Christ child
into the world.
In a few weeks, we will be engaged in the season of Lent. And again, the focus of this season will lead us to the celebration of Easter Sunday, the day of Resurrection. This, for me is the true reason for our celebration. If there were
no Easter then Christmas wouldn’t be necessary.
We the people of God, have reason to celebrate the birth and resurrection. But, as we have seen there is a time between birth and death in which we can realize the gift of our salvation. God gave us free will and by His grace we
have the option of choosing to follow Jesus or not. As for me and my house we have chosen to follow Jesus.
Take time to be Holy,
Reverend Anna Cottom

Have you ever considered…?

The musical groups at Aldersgate are for everyone, and if you are an
adult (or in your upper teens!), you are invited to be a member of the
Chancel Choir and/or bell choir. They are fun, fulfilling, and the fellowship with the others is very
special. We have room for you!
Chancel Choir:
We’re looking for men and women who like to sing. All we ask is that you do your best
to attend rehearsals and services. The Chancel Choir rehearses from 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
on Wednesdays. Aldersgate has one of the best all-volunteer Chancel Choirs in the region, and you can be a part of it! All are welcome, but we’re especially looking for tenors and basses.
Gateway Ringers:
We need, ideally, four people to join the Bell Choirs in January. For this ensemble, you
must be able to read musical rhythms well. The bells rehearse on Thursdays from 7:30
pm - 8:30 pm. Child care is provided!
Consider adding a musical ensemble to your life. You will love it! Please contact any ensemble member, or David Lockart at dlockart@comcast.net.

Share the Journey
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The Cathedral Choir School of Delaware will be singing at the 11 a.m. Traditional
Service on January 15th, 2017
The Choir School of Delaware provides
a life changing experience for youth
ages 7-17 in the greater Wilmington
area, the majority of whom are considered at-risk. The comprehensive, holistic education program has a strong legacy of serving and engaging Wilmington’s youth and families through music
and mentoring. Our unique afterschool program combines professional
-level choral training, piano, voice and
musicianship lessons with opportunities for performance and travel. Students sing alongside a group of professional and semi-professional adult
singers. One-on-one mentoring, academic tutoring, leadership development and health
and wellness initiatives are integral to a child’s experience at the Choir School.
We Harmonize Life & Learning with the belief that a rich program of academic tutoring
and mentoring is amplified by the power of music! As a recipient of the 2005 Coming Up
Taller Award from the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities, The Cathedral
Choir School of Delaware was recognized as one of the best after-school programs in the
nation.
Visit the Cathedral Choir School after 3 p.m. on a school day and you’ll find the rooms
buzzing with activity as students arrive from school to meet with their mentors and
homework helpers for an afternoon of learning and fun. JOIN OUR TEAM of volunteers
and experience first-hand the excitement and enthusiasm of our students! For more information, please find us after the service or contact Chantal Whitehead, Director of Mentoring and Student Services, at cwhitehead@ccsde.org or (302) 543-8657 ext. 2.

Share the Journey
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Finance Committee Report

Merry Christmas Aldersgate families!
Warm Seasons Greetings from your Finance Committee Chair. As I sit next to my undecorated Christmas
tree, thinking of all of the things I still have to get done in the next nine days, I’m reminding myself to stop!
One of my top Christmas priorities should be to keep my Aldersgate family informed about our ‘collective’
finances.
So, here is our current status. Our giving through mid-December still trails both our budget and 2015.
Through December 14th, Contributions and Total Income (from all sources) are $22 thousand and $40 thousand behind last year, respectively. Because our 2016 spending budget had increases from 2015, we are $151
thousand below budget through November. However, our spending is $26 thousand ahead of last year
through December 14th.
In summary, on a year-to-date basis for 2016 through December 14, our net loss is $47 thousand, compared
to income of $20 thousand last year, a difference of $67 thousand. I have faith that our congregation will do
all that they can to finish the year strong. A Christmas miracle is never out of the question!
Of course, God encourages us to pray for miracles, He also asks us to be cautious and heed His warnings.
Those of us on Finance have been heeding the warning in our 2017 budget preparations, and have asked
each member of the Leadership team to reduce their 2017 budgets as much as possible. We will be moving
to a June 30th fiscal year in 2017, for a variety of reasons which have been communicated in this newsletter.
One of our hopes is that it will provide us with more current Contribution information during our peak time
(December) as we create our annual budget (March, instead of August). We approved a six month budget at
the recent lead team meeting which will carry us through until our new fiscal year begins on July 1st.
Now it’s time to decorate that tree and type www.smile.Amazon.com into my computer to finish my holiday
shopping…and send a few extra dollars to Aldersgate. Throw a “smile” in before Amazon in the url, select Aldersgate as your charity of choice and Amazon sends a 0.5% of your purchase directly to Aldersgate. It’s free
to sign up, works all year long and is seamless with or without Prime membership. If you shop there anyway,
why not help the church?
Thank you and I wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas!

Dorothy Whiteman
Share the Journey
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Student Ministry
Every time we turn the page into a new year, it’s an opportunity for us to look forward to the possibilities that are in
store for us. The student ministry is no different. Both the calendar and church year has turned over and our focus
begins to look towards Easter. In November and December, our youth Sunday school was studying about stewardship and then we did our own Advent series. Quickly our focus shifts away from Christmas and we get excited about
the Youth Rally. Youth Rally is hosted by our conference and it’s the first or second weekend in January every year.
All the youth groups in our conference travel down to Ocean City, MD for a weekend filled with worship, fun, and
concerts. Typically, about 5,000 students will gather together for Youth Rally. In the coming weeks, our youth will
present at church on a Sunday. I hope that you will come and hear their stories about how they were impacted this
weekend. Also, thank you all for your prayers and support this weekend! They make a huge difference. I look forward to sharing our stories with all of you!
Adam

Aldersgate Youth Players 2017
“Angels” Program and Save the Date!

Performances will be in the Sanctuary
Friday, March 3th at 7 pm
Saturday, March 4th & Sunday, March 5th at 2 pm.
Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program
In the theatre, people that provide financial support to help underwrite the cost of doing a
show are called “Angels.” If you would like to become an Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angel,”
fill out the form below with a check made payable to Aldersgate UMC with Youth Musical in the
subject line. All contributions are tax deductible. Forms and checks should be either:
1. Given to Janet Atwater
2. Placed in her box in the Hub (#24)
3. mailed to:

OR

Janet Atwater
2 Cossart Manor Road Chadds Ford, PA 19317
THANK YOU!

_____________________________________________________________________
Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
Amount Donated: [ ] $25 [ ] $50 [ ] $100 [ ] $250 [ ] Other ____
May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”?
Share the Journey
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Almost 40 children, friends and families enjoyed the Aldersgate familytraditional Advent Workshop with many helpers!
Thank you to craft table leaders Sandy Anderson, Cheryl Beeson, Grace & Stacie DiGiacoma, Jessica Fresconi, Sara Schock and baker, Sharon Jennelly.
Families went home with a variety of homemade Christmas crafts to be hung
on the tree or given as gifts and some with a full belly of sweet Christmas cookies, too!

It's never too early to start thinking about summer camp - and registration is now open for the 2017 Summer Camp season! Next summer's theme is "Branch Out at Camp!" Grow and share your summer with us.
To get next year's brochure, visit us online at www.pecometh.org/branch-out.
We look forward to having your camper "Branch Out" with us next summer!
Share the Journey
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Virginia (Ginger) Hudson Nov 18, 2016
Peter Carlson
Dec 12, 2016
Marvin Harding
Dec 13, 2016
Each month, milestone anniversaries are listed as well as all
those over 50 years. While we can all benefit from knowing
that marriages truly can exist for more than 5 decades, we
want to recognize those milestone years (i.e. 5, 10 15, 20 ) for
all. Congratulations!
December 2

Mark & Megan Hores

10 years

December 5

James & Dorothy Titlow

63 years

December 18

Jonathan & Donna Baker

45 years

If you are not sure we have your anniversary and would like
it to be included in the future, please contact Susan Schranck
302-478-2575 ext. 117 or Susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org
All additions or corrections are gratefully accepted to keep
our records up to date.

Congratulations to
James and Rebekah
Wang on the birth of
their son
Carter James Wang on
December 2, 2016

New Members to Aldersgate
The Persing family lives in Brandywine Hundred. Ken
works for a federal government contractor, and Joyce
is a social worker at an
area high school. Their
sons, Benjamin and
Andrew are in 3rd
grade and kindergarten, respectively. The
Persings love the
beach and can often
be found hiking in the
state parks.

Rummage Sale News
Help! Rummage Sale Storage Needed
Donations continue to roll in which is great;
however, storage space is needed. If you
have an unused or only partially used garage
and would be willing to store donated goods until April, please
call one of the logistics team below. THANK YOU!
 Chris Burket 609-504-3107 or


Don Moore 302-235-8554

Rummage Sale Silver Polishing Service
Laura Parrish’s silver polishing service got off to a slow start last
year, but she hopes to encourage more early silver donations to
the 2017 Rummage Sale. Even slightly tarnished silver needs to
be polished because no one will buy silver unless it is bright and
shiny. If you have silver to donate to the sale but cannot polish
it, Laura will do that for you.
Call her to arrange for drop off or pick up: 302-477-1718. She
needs the silver before Palm Sunday (that’s April 9, 2017). The
week before the Rummage Sale is incredibly busy for all involved; sorting and pricing the thousands of donations takes a
lot of time. If Laura can get the silver polished before that week,
it makes life much easier for those organizing the sale.

Rummage Sale Donation Pickups
If you, a neighbor or friend have donations for the spring
Rummage Sale, please call one of the logistics team below. They
will help with arrangements if you’d like to drop off or need a
special pickup. THANK YOU!
 Chris Burket 609-504-3107 or


Don Moore 302-235-8554

GriefShare
GriefShare, a grief recovery support
group, welcomes all those who are
grieving the loss of a loved one.


Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236



Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236

Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more
information: http://www.griefshare.org/
Share the Journey
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What’s Inside...

Chili, Chocolate, Cornbread Cook-off Social
VII
The Chili, Chocolate & Cornbread Cook-off

Pastor Chris’ Message

1

Lay Leader Message

2

United Methodist Men

2

SUP

2

United Methodist Women

3

Farewell To Royal Lowthert

3

Social will be Saturday, January 28, 5 - 7 PM.

Notice of Elections

3

Sign-ups and prepayment will be at church on Sundays, January 8, 15, and 22.

Trustees Happenings

4

Children’s Ministries
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Music Notes
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Pastoral Care
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Choir Concert
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Finance Committee Report
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Student Ministry and Mulan Update
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Advent Workshop Photos and Pecometh Update
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Life Celebrations
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Rummage Sale Update
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Chili Cook-off Update
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Finalize those winning recipes! Individuals, kids, families and
friends can enter any and all categories.
All are welcome. Lots of fun, so plan
to come. And invite a friend.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made!
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