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Stop and Listen 
  
 
“Everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger.” JAMES 1:19 
  
A group of carpenters building an icehouse in the north country of Canada was taking a lunch break 
when a boy came upon them and heard their conversation.  One was bemoaning a watch he had 
lost at some point in the morning's work.  Though he'd looked for it for a couple of hours, he hadn't 
been able to find it.  "Would you mind if I went into the ice house and looked?" the boy 
asked.  "Yeah, sure," the men laughed, certain he'd never find anything in a dark room with no  
electricity.  Within 30 seconds, the boy emerged holding the watch in his hand.  The carpenters 
couldn't believe it!  "How did you find it?" "It was simple," the boy said.  "I just stopped in the  
middle of the room, stood still and listened for ticking." 
  
Many of us (especially us men) are rightly accused of not listening very well.  We rarely stop and 
take time to focus our attention—to really hear—what our spouse is trying to tell us. Instead, we 
quickly say things like, "That's dumb, honey.  You shouldn't feel that way.  You're blowing this all 
out of proportion." Those are statements that come from not really seeking to listen and  
understand where our spouse is coming from.  During serious conversations or conflicts, you need 
to stop and listen, ask questions or paraphrase what your spouse is saying in order to understand 
what he or she really means.  Asking a good question can often be like an emotional crowbar to 
dislodge how somebody really feels. Listening is another way of saying, "You're important to me, 
and I love you." 
  
Beloved, amongst other important things happening this month is the  
annual celebration of love called “Valentine’s Day.”  It’s as commercialized 
as Christmas and any other “holiday” but in light of the above story, it can 
present us an opportunity to renew and refresh our relationships with 
those whom we love.  Take a moment on the 14th to listen with both ears 
and speak only with your one mouth.  It’ll make a world of difference! 
  
Grace, peace, and God’s love to you! 
  

Pastor Chris 
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       A Message from Pastor Rob 
 
Church Family, 
  

Thank you for all the many ways you are committed to ministry at our beloved Aldersgate! 
  
There are times when we have to look at the reality that the things we love at our church require people to serve, or they 
are not able to continue. In the realm of worship, there are currently a few opportunities that need immediate attention. 
If you, after prayerful consideration, feel that you can be a help in any of these, I ask that you please contact either  
myself, at rob.mcfarland@aldersgatede.org, or Amy Honisch, Worship Committee Chair, at skateramy@hotmail.com. The  
opportunities are below: 

Liturgist Ministry: this is the ministry of sharing the “goings-on” of the church through announcements and the  
scripture lesson each week. Additionally, at the 11:00 service, this person gets to lead the congregation through the Call 
to Worship, acting as the person who truly commences the activities of the hour. We are in immediate need of volunteers 
to perform this service at both the 9:00 & 11:00 service. 
  

Liturgist Ministry Leader: as the ministry of Liturgist is an ongoing need, we are hoping for someone who would be  
willing to take on the coordination of recruitment for this need through the year 2023. Your role would be to contact 
members who have expressed willingness, coordinate a schedule of service, and communicate this to Kyle Smith,  
Administrative Assistant. We need someone who is a real “cheerleader”, who can help us excite people about this  
opportunity. 
  

Media Ministry: this is the ministry of Audio, Video, and Live Stream for Aldersgate. Though it seems daunting to learn 
these skills, those serving in the positions currently would readily admit that many of them learned the basics of their  
position in one morning.  I am glad to personally train anyone who has an interest in these areas, and you will find that it 
is not nearly as difficult as you may believe. Any worshipers from ages approx. 12 and up who have at least a basic ability 
to work a computer or smartphone have all the needed qualifications. Please contact me directly to find out more about 
these opportunities, so that we can continue the ministry of media at our beloved church. 
  
Finally, your attendance update. The first thing to know is that our final average attendance, including both in-person and 
online worshipers, was 179 people for the year 2022. This average reflects the fact that the last quarter of the year 
showed an average attendance of over 200 people. 
1/1/23    10:00   Combined 60  Online 27  Total 87 
1/8/23    9:00 66  11:00 98  Online 38  Total 202 
1/15/23  9:00 98     11:00 78  Online 11  Total 183 
Blessings, 
Pastor Rob 

Emmanuel Dining Room Ministry 

Thank you members of Aldersgate who prepared a mid-day meal at EDR in Wilmington in 
September, November and December of 2022. We are off to a good 2023 start by having a group prepare the meal for January!   
All the rest of 2023 is open! 

Members of  our church have been feeding the hungry at Emmanuel Dining Room on the 16th of the month for many years. Any  
combination of 3-4 people can prepare a meal. Persons from a group you are part of like a SS class can prepare a meal.  As a member 
of Aldersgate you can ask non Aldersgate folks such as friends, co workers or family to help you with the meal. What an opportunity 
for witness!  

Three to four people are needed to shop for, prepare and plate the meal in the EDR kitchen. Aldersgate has committed to EDR, meals 
of either Fried Chicken (from Shoprite) or Ham, Macaroni Salad or Baked Macaroni, and Greens plus Brownies and Fruit. Masks, gloves 

and hair cover are required.  The age requirement is at least 18. We provide support and guidance. Aldersgate reimburses expenses. 

The time commitment on the day is from about 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. This is truly a hands on ministry! Can you help? 

Contact Anne Murray if you have questions or want to prepare a meal at asmpelican@gmail.com 

mailto:rob.mcfarland@aldersgatede.org
mailto:skateramy@hotmail.com
mailto:asmpelican@gmail.com
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From Your Lay Leaders 

Sharon Owens and Anne Murray 
layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 

Lent begins Wednesday February 22.   Lent is 40 Days set aside to praise and worship the Lord and perhaps pray a bit 
more often.  In preparing something for this month’s Messenger I came across some  
meaningful Lenten quotes  from all kinds of people  that I’d like to share with you. I hope 
you find them inspiring. 

God never tires of forgiving us; we tire of seeking His mercy.  Pope Francis 

Some things don’t need to be cut back, they need to be cut off.  Beth Moore 

God empowers your inner strength through the power of the Holy Spirit. Lailah Gifty Akita 

Three elements of Lent—Prayer, Giving something up, Giving something back. Elizabeth Hyndhan 

May this Lent be a time to renew love, hope and faith through Prayer, Giving something up and Giving something back! 

Please remember our Aldersgate Prayer Chain should you have any prayer requests.  
 
Peace from Anne and Sharon 

 

Financial Update  

Our Stewardship Scorecard Operating Budget Fiscal Year July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023 

December was a very good month for us financially.  Our income exceeded expenses, which was great to see.  This was 
driven by giving.  December is usually the best month for donations. This December was better than the average.  
Thanks to all who gave in December and continue to keep Aldersgate in their spending plan.  It does make a difference.   

Unfortunately, our boost was not able to cover the deficit we have accumulated this fiscal year to date.  The Finance 
Committee and Lead Team are working on a revised budget and will have one shortly. This means that some areas will 
have to be reduced after we apply the gift and endowment income available for this year.    

All of us can share in correcting this problem in basic and simple ways. 

• If last year’s pledge was not fully paid, maybe because you were not able to attend always due to the health  
situation, consider completing the payments this year.   
 

• If you pay by automatic withdrawal, authorize a few extra bucks once in a while or throw a few in the plate to cover 
our transactional costs for this convenience.  In the course of a year Aldersgate pays over $4000 in bank fees, mostly 
due from ACH transfers and credit card use.   
 

• See a small project in need around the church? Talk to Kevin. Maybe we can organize a volunteer crew to handle it. 
Like every other employer, we have a challenge hiring and retaining staff, especially custodial workers.    

Bob Reis 
Finance Committee   

Giving Budgeted for July 2022- June 2023 Giving through October Giving Remaining through July, 2023 

$771,816.28      $311,383.74 $460,432.54       60% 

December Income (all sources):   $118,914.70 

December Expenses:    $115,221.02 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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President: Stacie DiGiacoma 
Vice President: Martha Weldin 
Treasurer: Kathy Daum 
Secretary/ Communications: Mary Jean Cash Wichmann 
Nurture & Outreach: Sandy Anderson 
Spiritual Growth: Board Rotation (Open) 
Social Action: Anne Murray                                                                                           
Program Resources: Judy Morton / Kathy Daum 
Nominations: Kathy Daum – Chair 
Kyle Smith / Laura Parrish  
 

Officer Installation                                           

and Epiphany Program 

             “Soup-er Bowl” Sunday, February 12, 2023 
                Aldersgate vs. Hunger Soup Can Food Drive  

 
 

Our congregation and many from the community have strongly supported the “Soup-er 
Bowl” in the past. This year cans of soup and monetary donations will be collected. $1 will 
equal 1 can of soup. Last year we collected the equivalent of over 6,000 cans. Collection  
boxes will be located in the Narthex and by the glass parking lot doors. Donations will be given to Southbridge  
Neighborhood House and other local food pantries. Please help us “Tackle Hunger” in Wilmington by making a donation. 

 

Donations can be made online (there is a Soup-er Bowl line item on Aldersgate’s website) or make checks payable to  
Aldersgate United Methodist Women. Please write “Soup-er Bowl” in the memo line and mail by Monday, February 13, 
2023 to: 

AUMC 
Aldersgate United Methodist Women, Attn: Kathy Daum 
2313 Concord Pike 
Wilmington, DE 19803 
 
Thank you for your support. When everyone does a little, we can accomplish a lot.  

Sponsored by UMW Hannah Circle. 

 

Special Projects: 
Cookie Walk: Kathy Harding / Barbara Buckley 
Pecans: Laura Parrish 

 Circle Leaders 

 Esther - Sherie Stiles 
 Hannah - Kyle Smith 
 Martha - Judy Morton 
 Sarah - Ellen Leonzio 

Epiphany  
Program 

Sing-along 
with Joyful 
Noise 
joined by     
Mark Sobol 
on the  
piano. 

In 2022, AUMC UWF donated over $17,000 to 
ministries for women and children! 
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April 15, 2023 Rummage Sale update: 

The Rummage Sale is fast approaching. We are in the process of confirming  
department chairpersons and are still seeking people to help lead some of the rooms. We 
also want to confirm your participation as volunteers during set-up week and for the sale. 
Please contact Nancy Hough (houghn1@hotmail.com) or Stacie DiGiacoma 
(staciedigiacoma@msn.com) for more information or to volunteer. Find a friend and help 

together. Thank you! 

We accept most items in clean, sellable condition: housewares, electronics, holiday decorations, purses, home décor, 
tools, artworks, lamps, sports equipment, children’s clothing, toys, baby items and books. We ARE accepting furniture, 
but just not large items. No sofas, dining tables, china cupboards, entertainment centers, etc. We definitely want your 
small tables, bookcases, chairs and other easily-moved furniture items. We cannot accept car seats, cribs, tube TVs, or 
large exercise equipment like treadmills and snow skis. We also accept “boutique” quality adult clothing for our Unique 
Boutique.  

Feel free to ask one of the co-chairs if you aren’t sure if your item is something we can accommodate. Remember, that 
donations can be made on Saturday April 8, and Monday through Wednesday, April 10-12. 

The Unique Boutique team is now accepting donations of jewelry, so that it can process them well in advance. If you 
wish to make a donation, please contact Kitty Lugar (kittyannlugar@msn.com) directly to arrange delivery to the  
jewelry team. 

The Rummage Sale benefits our community members who come to shop and save money on the treasures they need. 
Proceeds from the sale support Aldersgate and our youth mission trip. In addition we tithe 10% each year to an area 
non-profit. This year, the sale will benefit Neighborhood House. 

There are volunteer opportunities for everyone, so contact us to get involved. Don’t miss out on the fun of working  
together on this project!  

HOPP Food Box Distribution - Community Outreach Opportunity! 
 

The GO Team would like to invite you to be part of an outreach ministry that benefits those in our 
local community. Aldersgate UMC began participating in this free food box distribution ministry in 
May of 2022 and last month we gave out all of the 100 boxes that we signed up for! If there are 
extra boxes at the end of each distribution, one of our volunteers delivers them to a local food 
bank. Previous month’s extra boxes have gone to the Claymont Community Center. 

 

When:  Usually the last Friday afternoon of each month.  The next 2 dates will 
be: 
Friday, January 27th at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, February 24th at 12:30 p.m. 
Where:  Aldersgate UMC parking lot.  Bring a bottle of water and dress warmly! 
 
Volunteers are needed each month to distribute free food boxes provided by the Longwood  
Foundation’s HOPP ministry to anyone in need in our community.  We gather in the Aldersgate  

parking lot at 12:15 p.m. to set up and get organized, and then distribute boxes from 12:30 p.m. until 1:30 p.m.  
Volunteers are needed to hold up signs at the curb on 202, direct the flow of cars to our distribution point as they come 
in, and place boxes into cars (sometimes with “extra” items - this month we have signed up for blankets and hand  
sanitizer). This is a rewarding, hands-on ministry that directly serves our local community and also provides opportunity 
for fellowship. We enjoy each other’s company and have the chance to get to know each other a little bit better as we 
help our neighbors!  This is also a great way to invite others to get involved with Aldersgate who are interested in  
serving the community - so feel free to invite a friend!  The sign-up link for volunteers is below. 
 
Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054ea4ae2ea57-january#/ or feel free to just come by at 12:15 p.m. 
to help.  All are welcome! 

mailto:kittyannlugar@msn.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054ea4ae2ea57-january#/
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Aldersgate Youth Musical Sing-a-Long 
 Spring 2023! 

 

 
Former Aldersgate Youth Musical cast members, and 

maybe some surprise guests, will be presenting a  
family-friendly Sing-a-Long this spring of some of our 
favorite songs from the past 10+ years of Aldersgate 

Youth Musicals! 

More information to come, but if you’ve been in one of 
the musicals and would like to have a part in the  

Sing-a-Long, please email Mrs. Atwater at  
Janet@Janetatwater.com. 

Janet Atwater, Director 

Aldersgate Preschool is collecting all-sized new  
PAJAMAS and new children’s BOOKS for Child, Inc. 
until Friday, February 3 delivery. Please help us help 
others, be the hands and feet of Jesus and overflow 
the Basket at the preschool welcome area! We plan to 
wear pajamas to preschool on 1/26 & 1/27!  

mailto:Janet@Janetatwater.com
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Paul O’Neill and Dorothy Whitman  February 12   1  year 
 
William and Candy Elliott            February 14              10 years 
 
Thomas and Nancy Price                 February 14      42 years 
 
Ned and Mary Lou Landis            February 19      57 years 
 
Karen Keys and Kendra Hastings February 21    3 years 

 

Louise Fortner        December 16, 2022 

Phyllis Eisenhardt  December 19, 2022 

Jim Valley          December 22, 2022 

 

Lenten  Study 
Led by Pastor Chris Pennington  

Starting  March 1, 2023, for 5 weeks  

Delaney Mae Davisson,   November 27, 2022 
Daughter of Dana and Douglas Davisson 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 

Wednesday, February 22 

At 7 p.m. 

Reconciling Ministries Update & Request 

Aldersgate UMC opens its life to all persons regardless of 

race, ethnicity, social status, age, mental health,  

intellectual or physical ability, gender identity, or sexual 

orientation.  We affirm our belief that God’s grace is 

available to all as we commit ourselves to be an inclusive  

Christ-centered community.   As a reconciling congregation, we  

welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people as visitors and 

members.  All are welcome in our community of faith, as we fulfill our 

purpose of making disciples for the transformation of the world.  (AUMC 

2019) 

In 2019 our congregation voted to officially become a Reconciling 

Church. There is a group, the Reconciling Ministries Network, that  

depends on Reconciling Churches to fund their work in furthering the 

cause, raising awareness, and helping all people recognize just what we 

said in our Reconciling Statement. This group needs our participation in 

their fund-raising. Some of us give individually, but as a church, we 

need to show our support for their work. At present, the Reconciling  

Ministries Network is not a budgeted line item here. If you feel led, 

please give an offering of any amount designated “Reconciling  

Ministries” to Aldersgate, in whatever form you use, cash, envelope, 

online banking. It will be sent to the RMN. Thank you for your  

contributions. 

Betsy Diemer 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Pastor Rob Message 2 

EDR 2 

Lay Leader 3 

Finance Update 3 

United Women in Faith 4 

Rummage Sale  5 

HOPP Food Box Distribution 5 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 6 

Preschool  6 

Youth Musical Sing-a-Long 6 

Life Celebrations 7 

Lenten Study, Ash Wednesday 7 

 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday, February 4: 
Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social X at 5 p.m. 
 

Sunday, February 12, 
Soup-er Bowl soup drive, canned soup and monetary donations 
  

Tuesday, February 21,  
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, February 22,  
Ash Wednesday Service at 7 p.m. 

Worship Schedule 

Contemporary 9 a.m. 

Sunday School 10 a,m, 

Traditional 11 a.m. 
You can find the live stream   

 https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDe/  

Or YouTube 

www.youtube.com/c/aldersgatede  

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDe/
http://www.youtube.com/c/aldersgatede

