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Love divine, all loves excelling 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art 
Visit us with Thy salvation; 
Enter every trembling heart. 
  
 
As author of six thousand hymns, we might wonder if Charles Wesley ever got out of his study. In 
fact, for most of his life he was a traveling preacher-traveling on horseback. In his pocket he  
carried little cards on which he scribbled hymns in shorthand as he rode. As soon as he reached 
an inn, he would rush in and ask for a pen and ink to write down the hymn he had composed. But 
even that makes it sound easier than it was. When a horse threw him, he wrote in his journal: 
"My companion thought I had broken my neck; but my leg only was bruised, my hand sprained, 
and my head stunned, which spoiled my making hymns till the next day" 
 
Although Charles Wesley had been a classical scholar at Oxford, few of his hymns reveal allusions 
to the classics. However, this one follows the meter of John Dryden's "King Arthur," referring to 
Camelot: "Fairest Isle, all Isles excelling, Seats of pleasure and of love." King Arthur may have 
dreamed of Camelot, but as Charles Wesley rode horseback from village to village, his thoughts 
were on Jesus, the divine love, the joy of heaven. 
 
As we celebrate Valentine’s Day this year, let us remember the not just the love we have for one 
another, but the love God showered upon the world in his Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Chris 

 

Love Divine 



Share the Journey   2 February 2021 

 

 

 

From Your Lay Leaders 
 

Sharon Owens and Anne Murray 
 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

 
Lent is fast approaching, beginning Wednesday, February 17, 2021. The season of Lent is to remember the 40 days 

Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness. It begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Thursday, April 1. I don’t have a 

degree in mathematics, but the calendar shows that is a total of 46 days. If we are recognizing Jesus’ 40 days in the 

wilderness, why do we observe 46 days in Lent? Sundays don’t “count” as fasting days, so they aren’t added into the 

total count of days of observance.  

I challenge everyone to do 3 things during this Lenten season; Give Something Up, Attend Church Services and Pray, 

Help Those In Need.  

When we Give Something Up, people often give up a favorite food or beverage in observance of Lent, as a direct link 

to the fasting Jesus did in the wilderness. More recently, I’ve heard of people giving up things like social media,  

electronics, binge watching, negativity, clutter, etc. Any of these are great ideas to help us remember why Lent is so 

important to us. By giving something up, we can use that time to focus on our relationship with Jesus.  

Attending Church Services and Prayer feed our soul and keep us connected to God and each other. For almost a year 

now, we have been challenged with being physically present in the Church building for services. We have been blessed 

with a wonderful team that works diligently to keep us as connected to worship as we can be during this trying time. If 

you are a regular attendee at our Sunday services, keep it up. If you don’t always make it, maybe Lent is the time you 

commit to attending each Sunday.  

Helping Those In Need is how we can become the hands and feet of God. Any hand we can provide to those in need, 

no matter how small, is so important. Lent is a great time to start getting involved in our community. Volunteering 

(safely), donate unneeded goods, reaching out to a non-profit to see how you can help, or even driving around passing 

food out to the homeless are some ideas for helping.  

We pray that we will all be able to get together physically soon.  

Please also remember, if you have a special prayer concern you can reach out to us. Blessings.  

Ecumenical Lenten Series 
The Ecumenical Lenten Series will take place this year but will not include in-person worship.  

Look for more information coming soon. 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Cookie Walk– THANK YOU! 
 

As with most things in 2020, the Alternative Cookie Walk was a new endeavor 

for UMW and presented new challenges for us.  In spite of this, it has been  

another banner year.  We are very pleased to inform you that over $3,200 was 

raised (this exceeds last year’s total!  WOW!!) and will benefit Neighborhood House and Camp Pecometh. 

This is truly wonderful!!  The United Methodist Women would like to thank its members and the congregation 

for your generous giving to support our Alternative Cookie Walk! You continue to be the hands and feet of 

Christ. Again, thank you so much! 

        “Soup-er Bowl” Sunday, February 7, 2021 
           Aldersgate vs. Hunger Soup Can Food Drive  

 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are not able to hold our in-church event.  Our congregation and many from 

the community have strongly supported the “Soup-er Bowl” in the past.  This year, only monetary  

donations will be collected. $1 will equal 1 can of soup. Last year we collected the equivalent of over 3,000 cans.  

All monetary donations will be given to Southbridge Neighborhood House and other local food pantries. Please 

help us “Tackle Hunger” in Wilmington by making a donation.  

Make checks payable to Aldersgate United Methodist Women. Please write “Soup-er Bowl” in the memo line 

and mail by Monday February 8, 2021 to:   

Aldersgate UMC  

Aldersgate United Methodist Women, Attn: Sharon Owens   

2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE  19803 

Thank you for your support.  When everyone does a little, we can accomplish a lot.   
Sponsored by UMW Hannah Circle. 

Christmas Eve Service via Video 
The Journey Band worshipping with music in the Christmas 

Eve video service.   

Rob McFarland, Mark Sobel , and Pastor 

Chris  during the Christmas Eve video service. 
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2021 UMW Officers & Leaders 
President:  Martha Weldin 
Vice President: open 
Treasurer: Sharon Owens  
Secretary:  Kyle Smith 
Social Action: Anne Murray 
Program Resources: Judy Morton and Kathy Daum 
Nurture & Outreach: Donna Phoenix  
Communications:  Stacie DiGiacoma 
Spiritual Growth: Jean Ann Harding 
Special Projects: Cookie Walk: Kathy Harding,  
                                Pecans: Laura Parrish 

 
 
 
 
 
Nominations: Barbara Buckley, Kathy Daum, TBD 
Circle Leaders: 

Esther: Sherie Stiles 
Hannah: Stacie DiGiacoma 
Martha: Judy Morton 
Ruth: Elyn Schmitz and Pat Overdeer 
Sarah: Ellen Leonzio 

UMW Epiphany Zoom Meeting, January 44h : Music by the Atwater Family 

Peter, Molly, Janet and Ben 

Abby (Ben’s  girlfriend), Molly, and 

Janet 

UMW ‘s Epiphany Meeting was very different 

this year, but through the technology of Zoom 

and video , we enjoyed a beautiful  program 

of Holiday music by the Atwater Family. We 

also Installed new officers and participated in 

our annual Pledge Service.  Thank you  

Atwaters for sharing your gifts with us. Thank 

you Emily Green for leading our Installation 

Service and thank you to all who joined us. 
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A Note from Aldersgate DE Student & Young Adult Ministries 
Hello Everyone! It has been such a pleasure connecting with our youth and young adults at Aldersgate as we continue to 
meet together weekly and grow in our faith. We have enjoyed many other opportunities this month as well such as a 
paint night, game nights, and much more. Don’t forget to stay connected to all that we are doing through the weekly 
emails and our social media. On Facebook our group is called Aldersgate DE Student Ministry and Aldersgate DE Young 
Adult Ministry. Our Instagram accounts are @aldersgatedeyouth and @aldersgatedeyoungadults. I pray that we all have 
a meaningful winter together as we continue full steam ahead with our online programs and events. Check out new  
updates below! Stay safe and healthy everyone, I am praying for your all! 
 
Blessings and Prayers, 

Emily Green 

   
 

Youth Hike & Scavenger Hunt: Join us on Saturday,  

February 6th for a youth hike and scavenger hunt (with prizes!) at 
Brandywine Creek State Park! After the hike, optional food will be 
provided. Families are welcome to join us on this hike. Social  
distancing and masks will be required at all times. I understand the 
sensitivity to in-person events at this time so feel free to attend as 
you feel comfortable. Check out the sign-up form on social media if 
you are interested in attending. See you there! 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Big News: Our Youth Mission Trip for Summer 
2021 will be right here in Wilmington, DE! 
In order to have a meaningful and safe mission experience this 
summer, we will be working with Urban Promise right here in 
our hometown! We will be working on cool physical labor  
projects as well as with the children at Urban Promise’s  
summer camp. 6th-12th grade students, adult volunteers, and 
young adults are invited on this mission trip. Make sure to stay 
updated about all details including dates, deposits, costs, and 
other information on the social media pages and over email! 
This trip is completely refundable at all times as we continue to  
navigate the COVID-19 pandemic. Feel free to reach out to 
Emily Green at emily.green@aldersgatede.org if you have any 
questions. Thank you! 

mailto:emily.green@aldersgatede.org
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Thomas and Nancy Price            February14         40 years  

William and Candy Elliott           February 14      8 years 

Ned and Mary Lou Landis           February 19       55 years 

 

James Schowengerdt     December 19,2020 

Marilyn Siers   December 27, 2020 

Ken Wright   December 28, 2020 

 

YOUR CARDS AND NOTES 

All your support through cards, letters and phone calls that I 

have received have strengthened me. We know in our hearts 

that God will see us through the most difficult of times; but  

besides our faith and family, we need the support of our church 

friends. You have been there for me. Your notes and the  

memories of Ken that you shared are so meaningful. He was 

everything you recounted and his personal qualities were  

recognized and appreciated  by so many. I miss him every day. 

However, he chose to stop his treatments and almost to the 

last day, he never wavered from his decision. I thank God  

everyday that I had the patience, stamina and strength to see 

him to his earthly conclusion. He was at home where he  

wanted to be and now he is with the Lord and at peace.  

Thank you all.       

Pamela Wright 

The Seaman’s Center thanks  Sherry 
Stiles and Laura Parish for visiting the 
Seamen’s Center and packing gifts for 
our Christmas at Sea program 
 
Christine Lassiter, Executive Director  

Aldersgate was in need of extra help around the church after Danielle Johnson left in 

November.  Daniel Smith, son of Kyle and Taber  Smith, was home from college and 

joined the church staff temporarily to help out. Altar Guild appreciated his help  

during Christmas decorating and undecorating.  Daniel’s 6’5” height  helped in wreath  

placement.  Daniel has returned to college, The University  of Tennessee. Aldersgate 

thanks Daniel for helping  when needed and sends our best wishes as he finishes his  

senior year 

s 
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SUBMIT ORDERS BY SUNDAY, March 21, 2021 

Each plant is $12 
Completed forms and checks can be placed in MAILBOX #10 in the HUB! 

 

For accounting purposes, please enclose payment & order form 
in a pew envelope separate from your offering. Thank you. 

Given By: ___________________________________ Phone: _________________ 

# of Plants: _____ Total Amount Enclosed: ($12/plant): ___________________ 

 

_____ I WILL PICK UP MY LILY ORDER 

 

Plant #1:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #2:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #3:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Plant #4:  Please Circle:    In “Memory of”  or  In “Honor of” 

___________________________________________________________________ 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Lay Leaders 2 

United Methodist Women  3-4 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 5 

Life Celebrations/Thank Yous 6 

Lily Order Form 7 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, February 7, Soup-er Bowl soup drive 
                                    Monetary donations  
 
Wednesday, February 17, Ash Wednesday 

Temporary Worship Schedule 

Streaming online on Sundays at  

11 a.m. 
You can find the live stream   

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/   

Or YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w  

and hit the subscribe button.  

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

