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  A significant place where disciples are made 

February 2020 

Praying God’s Love this Valentine’s Day (and always) 

God instructs us to love one another, His most important commandment to us all. What 
does it mean to love one another? It seems difficult, this act of offering love to all.  In John 
13:34, He said to us, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another.”  
 
Have you ever had a moment in your life where you tried to “look busy” to avoid having to 
help someone out or ignored a stranger who just kept talking to you as you waited in line 
together at the coffee shop? You’re not alone. It is human nature for us to remove ourselves 
from situations that are uncomfortable, but we are called to embrace the uncomfortable 
and really, truly love others well. God calls us to be brave and to share His love with all who 
cross our paths. Scripture states that we should “not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it .” (Hebrews 13:2 NIV)  
 
When it comes to loving others, there are many, many ways to do so, but to start,  pray for 
them. Praying for others daily is an impactful way of loving them unconditionally, just as 
God calls us to do. Think about the people that are present in your everyday life and ways 
that you could pray for them. Think about the people that you come across every so often, 
maybe a relative that you haven’t seen in years or a friend you’ve drifted away from. How 
can you love them and serve the Lord through prayer? This year, the National Day of Prayer 
is on May 7, and we encourage you to ask God to help you step out of your comfort zone. 
Make the connection, offer encouragement, and start diligently praying for others as an act 
of love. After all, if we are called to truly love one another - that means we must see past 
outer appearances, we must see past the little annoying behaviors of others, and we must 
see past the awkwardness of new situations. We must look past these things so that we can 
get to the hearts of those who are placed in our paths.  
 
 Is there someone in your life you’re feeling God placing on 
your heart? Maybe you have two or three people in mind? Sit 
down today and say a prayer for them – however you feel 
called, and then send them an encouraging card today or  
invite them to coffee. And for those whom you happen upon in 
the grocery store or the coffee shop line, offer them an  
encouraging word and keep them in mind as you talk to God 
throughout your day. Let’s take back Valentine’s Day from 
the commercial beast it’s become and make it something 
really special! 
 

Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Chris 
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TRUSTEES HAPPENINGS 

Over the past two months, we have focused on the process of reviewing and reissuing all fobs.  
THANK YOU to those who have taken the time to stop by Kevin Botbyl’s office so that he can check 
your name against “the list.”  If you have a fob and have not shown it to Kevin Botbyl or spoken to 
him about it, please take a moment NOW to take care of this, as fobs that are not verified and  
reissued by  
 

12 p.m. on Friday, February 28, 2020, will be deactivated and WILL NOT WORK!   
 

Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation in helping us maintain a more secure facility for our Aldersgate  
family and members of the community who use our excellent facility.  Fobs are not to be passed from one person to 
the next. If you have one because of a committee on which you serve and then are finished in that capacity, please do 
not give it to the next committee chair!  Please coordinate that transfer with Kevin so we can maintain accurate  
records and keep track of who has which fob. 
 
Finally, the Trustees would like to remind you that the list of projects around the church continues to grow.  While 
some are major undertakings, there are others that are much easier and, we believe, can be handled “in house”—but 
we need YOUR help!  Please contact any member of the Trustees to let them know you are willing to help—all skill 
levels are welcome.  Also, if you are a high school or college student and need service project hours, Kevin Botbyl can 
find appropriate work to help for you to get those hours completed!  Please call him at 302.478.2575 or email at  
kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org.  
 
       The Board of Trustees  

Thank you for Helping Family Promise 

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides families with daily case  
management support from professional staff in their search for gainful employment and sustainable housing. Staff keep in 
touch with families who graduate from the program to ensure lasting independence.  Over 80% of families secure  
housing in less than 60 days. Over 90% remain housed one year post-transition.  Aldersgate is just one congregation in 
the Interfaith Hospitality Network that makes this program possible by providing overnight accommodations and meals 
for 1 week, 4 times a year.  

Thank you to our flexible and compassionate volunteers who shared radical hospitality with our guests during our 
week of December 15-22: 
The Erskine Family, The Zerbeys, Nancy Hough, Ned Landis, Betsy Diemer, The Johnston Family, Iva Boardman, Henry 
Daum, Preston Cooper, Taber Smith, Carolyn Fleckenstein, Natalie Dyke, Chris Burket, Troop 67 Ram Patrol, Bonnie  
Rambo, Sharon Jennelly, Bill & Candy Elliott, Pastor Chris, Judy Morton, Jessica Fresconi, Roger Domenick, Lisa & Brad, JE 
Hamer-Maansson, Mt. Lebanon Emmaus Group, Sara Schock & Family, Bob Reis, The Shahans, Kyle Smith, Marilyn Reiner, 
Barbara Buckley, Andy Shenk, Diane Shea, Joanne Smeltz, Susan Schranck, Melissa Davenport, The Wesley  
Family, Life Path Church, Ron Romine & Don Temme.  

This week saw a “baby boom” that presented us with unique challenges to host families with multiple little ones under 
the age of 4 – more diapers, more pack n plays and more drivers to transport all those little ones in car seats!  Thank you 
to our flexible volunteers who made it all happen! Volunteers served as overnight hosts, cooked and served dinner for  
12-24 people each night, drove the 15 passenger van to and from the Day Center, prayed for our guests and volunteers, 
played with our guests, served breakfast, donated food, donated diapers and toys, inflated mattresses and transformed 
classrooms to bedrooms, did laundry, swept floors, wiped tables, and provided our guests with a safe and grace-filled  
environment to rest.   

The next opportunity to host is March 8th – 14th .  To volunteer or find out more please contact Brian at  
bjmerritt@outlook.com.    
 

With gratitude, The Merritt Family   

mailto:kevin.botbyl@aldersgatede.org
mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
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From Your Lay Leaders 
 

Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton 
 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

The Opening Prayer at the 11:00 Traditional Worship Service on January 12th included this sentence: “We are sadly 
aware of the divisions within the church that diminish the testimony we have of your Good News.”  That part of the 
prayer immediately brought to mind Bishop Peggy A. Johnson’s message dated January 4th.  That message described 
The Protocol Statement, released January 3rd, which Bishop Johnson described as a “significant break-through” in a 
“47 year impasse” within the United Methodist Church regarding human sexuality, specifically regarding marriage and 
ordination of homosexuals.  Bishop Johnson has also published commentary in the form of a pastoral letter in the  
Delaware State News on January 9th. https://delawarestatenews.net/opinion/commentary-tear-down-walls-that-
separate-us/.  There have been a number of stories in the media as well.          
 
The Protocol Statement is the product of the efforts of 16 United Methodist leaders and a professional mediator that 
began after the 2019 General Conference.  It is important to know that at this stage it is only a proposal.  It needs to be 
approved at General Conference in May in Minneapolis to become a reality.  Sadly, and perhaps inevitably, the  
Protocols are not a panacea.  Rather they provide a way forward for United Methodists who have differing views on 
the issues of marriage and ordination to go in different directions.     
 
For now, it seems one thing we can do is to continue to follow developments with the Protocols at umc.org.  Another, 
and actually the best thing we can do, is to do as Bishop Johnson urged us, that is, “Pray.  Pray for the United  
Methodist Church and its witness to the world.”  Or, as we asked God on January 12th, “Help us to join in your healing 
efforts, and bring us together in your love so that others may know they are beloved by you.”           
 
Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew cards during worship at all 
services, or send a message to us.   

Emmanuel Dining Room Ministry  2020 
 

Various groups in our church have been feeding the hungry at Emmanuel Dining Room on the 16th of every month for 
many years. Three to four people are needed to shop for, prepare and plate the meal in the EDR kitchen.  
We don’t serve and we don’t clean up - we just cook!  

Help us keep this ministry going through 2020.  

Menus are available as well as a protocol to help anyone who has not done it before.  We also provide support,  
guidance and menu suggestions. Aldersgate reimburses expenses.  

The time commitment on the day is from about 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Please consider signing up for a 16th of the month.  We need you! 

 

Contact Linda Williams or Anne Murray if you have questions or want to prepare a meal.  
 

Anne      
ampelican@comcast.net      

 

Linda 
lindafw19807@msn.com  

 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Abbott Laboratories Employee Giving Campaign 
ACE Charitable Foundation Matching Gifts Program 
Aetna Foundation, Inc. 
Agilent Giving Campaign 
The AIG Matching Grants Program 
Allstate Giving Campaign 
America’s Charities 
Apple 
ArcerolMittal Matching Gifts Program 
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LLP/AZPAC 
Automatic Data Processing Foundation 
Bank of America Matching Gift Program 
Benesch 
Berwind Matching Gift Program 
BNY Mellon Community Partnership Campaign 
Capital One 
Citizens Charitable Foundation 
The Clorox Company Foundation Employee Giving Program 
Corporation Service Company (CSC) 
Costco Wholesale Corporation 
Dell Employee Engagement Fund 
Discover Card 
Discover Financial Services, Inc. 
DuPont Volunteer Recognition Program 
Endo Pharmaceuticals Employee Matching Gift 
Exelon Corporation 
Farmers Insurance 
Gap Foundation 

GateHouse Media Delaware 
GE Foundation 
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation GIVE Program 
Honda’s Special Health Matching Gift Program 
Incyte Corporate Matching Gifts Program 
Johnson & Johnson Matching Gift Program 
JPMorgan Chase Foundation Matching Gift Program 
Liberty Mutual Give with Liberty Program 
McDonald’s Corporation Matching Gift Program 
Merck Partnership for Giving Campaign 
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program 
Minerals Technologies Inc. Matching Gift Plan 
Mobil Foundation, Inc. Matching Gift Program 
Nuclear Electric Insurance Limited 
Pitney Bowes 
PJM Interconnection Matching Gift Program 
PNC Foundation Matching Gift Program 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
The Prudential Foundation Matching Gifts 
QVC 
Saint-Gobain Corporation Foundation 
Solenis – Wilmington 
United Healthcare Group Matching Gifts 
Verizon Foundation Matching Incentive Program 
Voya Foundation Employee Giving Program 
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc. 
The Wal-Mart Foundation 
Waters Corporation 

Finance Committee 

Do you work for one of the companies listed below? 

Did you know that each of these companies has a program coordinated through United 
Way where they will match up to dollar for dollar your donation? 

Please contact charitable giving administrator at your company and designate Aldersgate 
as your beneficiary in order to maximize your giving to Aldersgate! 

               Congregational Care and Visitation 
 
In an effort to make sure that our congregants are receiving the care  
and attention they need and desire, please let the church office,  
302-478-2575, know if you or someone you know is in the hospital or in need of a  
visit. We will let the pastoral team know, so they can reach out.  Thank you! 
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2020 UMW Officers & Leaders 
President:  Kathy Daum 
Vice President: Martha Weldin 
Treasurer: Sharon Owens  
Secretary:  Kyle Smith 
Social Action: Anne Murray 
Program Resources: Judy Morton and Janice Whitecotton 
Nurture & Outreach: Sherie Stiles 
Communications:  Stacie DiGiacoma 
Spiritual Growth: Shirley Rollins & Jean Ann Harding 
Special Projects: Kathy Harding, Donna Hitch,  
Laura Parrish 

 
 
Nominations: Barbara Buckley and Stacie DiGiacoma 
Circle Leaders: 

Esther: Sherie Stiles 
Hannah: Stacie DiGiacoma 
Martha: Judy Morton 
Ruth: Elyn Schmitz and Pat Overdeer 
Sarah: Ellen Leonzio 

Soup-er Bowl” Sunday, February 2nd, 2020 
Aldersgate vs. Hunger Soup Can Food Drive  

Will benefit Southbridge Neighborhood House and other local food pantries. Please 

bring in cans of soup to help Tackle Hunger. Collection boxes will be located in the 

Narthex and by the glass parking lot doors. Our goal is to collect 3,000 cans.  This 

year monetary donations will also be excepted.  $1.00 will equal 1 can of soup.  All  

monetary donations will be given to Southbridge Neighborhood House food pantry.   

Sponsored by UMW Hannah Circle. 

UMW Epiphany Meeting, January 5th 

Reverse Advent Calendar Food Drive - THANK YOU! 
 

Thank you to everyone the participated in the Reverse Advent Calendar Food Drive.  We collected 1,075 items that 
were donated to Southbridge Neighborhood House and Brandywine Community UMC.  Thank you to Dave and Stacie 
DiGiacoma, Judy Morton, Kyle Smith, and Willis and Martha Weldin for delivering the food. 

Learning about Kwanzaa 
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April 18, 2020 Rummage Sale Update 

COME ONE, COME ALL TO THE RUMMAGE SALE KICKOFF 

Please join us on Friday, February 21st for a Pot-luck Supper at 6 p.m.  
followed by a brief overview of the event and a vote on which charity to  
support with our rummage sale tithe this year. 

There are so many opportunities for fun and service with our annual rummage 
sale. There is something to interest EVERYONE, so we hope you will join us as 
we launch into high gear together. We will need people before the sale to sort and organize donations and people on 
sale day to greet and direct our customers, help them buy new treasures, and clean up after the event.  

We especially invite you to join us if you have not participated in this in the past. Why do we have this every year? It is 
a great way to reach out to the community, we have wonderful fellowship together as we prepare, we recycle many 
useful items to new owners and we raise money for the church and for charity. What could be better? 

Reminder: Contact Chris Burket (cburket@gmail.com) to arrange for large-load pick-up on either February 29th or 
March 29th or to offer additional storage space.  
 
Questions? Please contact Stacie DiGiacoma (staciedigiacoma@msn.com), Nancy Hough (houghn1@hotmail.com) or 
Chris Burket for more information or to volunteer. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

Save the date for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner to support 
the Youth Mission Trip! Back for one night only, Tuesday, February 
25th from 5 to 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Come enjoy breakfast for 
dinner on us. We'll sport a Mardi Gras themed dining room!  We’ll 
be serving all-you-can-eat pancakes, bacon, and sausage as well as  
gluten-free options. Monetary donations toward the Youth Mission 
Trip will be accepted. 
 

Want to volunteer to help? Contact Kyle in the church office (302-

478-2575) .  We hope to see you there!  

Thank you to everyone for their kind  
condolences on the death of my brother, 
and my cat, and for all the support during 
a stressful time.  

Laura Parrish  

Chili & Chocolate  Cook-off Social Evening X 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8th, 2020 at 5 p.m.  

The Cook-Off is a great time to try out new recipes which might earn 

you the votes to wear a ….Sombero of Glory—OLE!  

 

Categories: CHILI…. CHOCOLATE … and for 2020 … 

CHEESE 

Sign-up on Sunday, February 2nd or before! 

 

Questions  or ideas? Jeff Walters, our Head Chili Bean 

mailto:cburket@gmail.com
mailto:staciedigiacoma@msn.com
mailto:houghn1@hotmail.com
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Aldersgate Youth Players 2020 
“Angels” Program and Save the Date! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Performances will be in the Sanctuary: 

 Friday, March 6th at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, March 7th at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, March 8th at 2 p.m. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 
In the theatre, people that provide financial support to help underwrite the cost of doing a show are 

called “Angels.”   If you would like to become an Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angel,” please fill out 

the form below with a check made payable to Aldersgate UMC with Youth Musical in the subject line.  

All contributions are tax deductible.  Forms and checks may be: 

• Given to Janet Atwater 

• Placed in her box in the Hub (Youth Musical Director) OR 

• Mailed to Janet Atwater  2 Cossart Manor Road,  Chadds Ford, PA  19317 

 

 
 

 
Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 

Name:  _______________________________________________ 
 

Address:  _____________________________________________ 

Amount Donated:  [   ] $25  [   ] $50  [   ] $100  [   ] $250  [   ] Other ____ 

May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”?    [    ] YES     [    ]  NO 

THANK YOU! 
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Student and Children’s Ministries 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Saturday, APRIL 4th  

11 a.m. - NOON 
 

Join us for a fun Saturday morning with an egg hunt beginning at 11 a.m. at the playground entrance (or 
in the church if raining) then to the auditorium for games, crafts, Easter Bunny and soft pretzels!  

 

RSVP: To register for this event, visit the church office or call (302) 478‐2575 x118 or 

email sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org. Volunteer to help and let us know how many children and ages 
attending by Saturday, March 28th. 

 

Great for families with children 10 years old and younger. 

 

This event is an opportunity to share Aldersgate’s fellowship with the 

community, so bring a friend and your own EASTER BASKET to collect 

the eggs!  

 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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         Registration for FALL 2020 

 

Enroll your child for Fall 2020 Preschool Classes by completing and returning a registration form to the preschool to  
ensure a preferred spot! Please pass along the brochure information (www.aldersgatede.org) to your friends as we start 
accepting registrations now. 

18 Month Old Class choice of: 
Tuesday/Thursday  OR  Monday/Wednesday/Friday  OR  Monday-Friday 
 

2’s Class choice of: 
Tuesday/Thursday  OR  Monday/Wednesday/Friday  OR  Monday-Friday 
 

3’s Class choice of: 
Tuesday/Thursday  OR  Monday/Wednesday/Friday  OR  Monday-Friday 

Pre-Kindergarten Class choice of: 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday  OR  Monday-Friday 

We love our children and would love a long list of excellent substitutes and possibilities of fall teaching  
opportunities, contact Sharon for a tour and details! 
 
Sharon Jennelly 
Director of Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool 
Office: (302) 478-2575 
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org 

Reconciling Ministries Network 2019 Update 
 

285  

New Reconciling Ministries 

 

6,841 

   New Reconciling Methodists 

Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) welcomed 285 new UM congregations and communities in 2019 for a total of 
1,219! Aldersgate was one of these as well as Newark UMC, Elkton UMC Reconciling Group and a Dover District  
Reconciling Group. These communities  join Peninsula DE congregations  Rehobeth UMC and Skyline UMC, already  
Reconciling Congregations.  Prior to 2019 RMN reports the most Reconciling Ministries declared in a calendar year was 97.  

What a sign that United Methodists all over the US and indeed the world are awakened to justice and inclusion for  
members of the LGBTQ community.  

With the recent proposal for a path forward from a group of diverse UM clergy and leaders we do not know what will  
occur  at General Conference.  But we know that there are clear signs of resolve and hope from UM congregations against 
injustice.  Let us keep informed and keep our denomination in prayer in this time leading up to General Conference.  

http://www.aldersgatede.org/
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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Richard and Dolores Colgate      February 9          68 years 

Thomas and Nancy Price            February14         39 years  

William and Candy Elliott           February 14      7 years 

Jordan and Michele Reynolds     February 14      33 years 

Ned and Mary Lou Landis           February 19       54 years 

 

        

 

 

Aarohi Suhas, daughter of Suhas 

Chadrashekar and Nalini Sekar,   

January 12, 2020. 

 

Adeline Hope Burket, daughter of Chris  

and Heather Burket., December 29, 2019. 

 

Beatrice (Bea) Massih   January 13, 2020  

 

We are pleased to announce the 100th year 

of the Lenten Worship Series sponsored by 

the Ecumenical Lenten Committee of  

Wilmington. 

We will gather first at 6 p.m. for worship 

followed by a light Lenten supper after the 

service. We feel this will give folks a better 

opportunity to fellowship and get to know 

each other. 

Please join us for this spiritual journey of 

worship and fellowship. Each week come 

together to experience Lent through a  

particular faith tradition and community. 

We encourage you to spread the word, to 

attend, and to bring your family and 

friends. 

An offering will be taken up at each service 

to support the Emmanuel Dining Room. 

We are grateful for your past support and 

we look forward to your attendance this 

year. WORSHIP AT 6 p.m.  followed by a light Lenten supper 

100th Annual Ecumenical Lenten Series 

March 4   Church: Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

Address: 2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, Delaware  19803 

Pastor:   Reverend J. Christopher Pennington 
 

March 11  Church: Saints Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

Address: 1406 Philadelphia Pike, Wilmington, DE 19809  

Pastor:   Very Reverend Father Stephen Hutnick 
 

March 18    Church: Chester-Bethel United Methodist Church 

Address: 2619 Foulk Road, Wilmington Delaware 19810 

Pastor:   Reverend Karen Hoff 
 

March 25    Church: St. Joseph on the Brandywine Roman  

             Catholic Church 

Address: 10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE  19807 

Pastor:   Reverend Msgr. Joseph F. Rebman, VG 
 

April 1          Church:   St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

Address:   801 Lea Boulevard, Wilmington Delaware 19802 

Pastor:      Reverend Father Volodymyr Klanichka 
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Arts At Aldersgate  
2020 

 

Black History Month Jazz Trio Concert 

Sunday, February 16th, 2020—2 p.m. 

Come celebrate Black History Month with music by Duke Ellington and  

many others! Not to be missed.       
 

 

Annual Spring Concert 

Sunday, April 5th, 2020—7 p.m. 

Please join our Chancel Choir with orchestra for a beautiful concert to start  
holy week. 

 

 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington 

Questions call (302) 478-2575 

 

A love offering will be received at each concert. If you are able, please consider making a  

donation toward the Arts at Aldersgate music program. 

Please visit our web site at www.aldersgatede.org 

 
 
Simple lifestyle changes can make a big impact when it 
comes to heart health. Show your heart some love with 
these 10 tips.  

• Stop smoking 

• Know your numbers 

• Screen for diabetes 

• Get active 

• Build some muscle 

 

• Eat smart 

• Limit junk food 

• Stress less 

• Sleep More 

• Smile 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Trustee Happenings 2 

Family Promise 2 

Lay Leaders 3 

Emmanuel  Dining Room 3 

Finance  4 

Congregational Care 4 

United Methodist Women  5 

Rummage Sale Potluck 6 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 6 

Youth Musical—The Little Mermaid Jr 7 

Student and Children’s Ministries 8-9 

Reconciling Ministries 9 

Life Celebrations 10 

Ecumenical Lenten Series 10 

Arts at Aldersgate 11 

Winter Worship Schedule 

Contemporary Service with Journey Band  in Auditorium at 9 a.m. 

Traditional Service in the Sanctuary at 9 a.m. 

Sunday School at 10 a.m. 

Traditional Service  with Choir in Sanctuary at 11 a.m. 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, February 2, Soup-er Bowl soup drive 
Saturday, February 8, 5 p.m., Chili & Chocolate  
Sunday, February 16, 2 p.m., Jazz Trio Concert 
Tuesday, February 25, 5 p.m., Pancake Dinner 
Wednesday, March 4, 6 p.m., Ecumenical Lenten  
                                    Service at Aldersgate 
 
Friday, March 6, 7 p.m. 

Saturday, March 7, 2 p.m.  

 

Sunday, March 8, 2 p.m. 

Aldersgate 

Youth Musical 


