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A significant place where disciples are made
What Are The Big Rocks In Your Life?

The Messenger

One day, an expert in time management was speaking to a group of business students and to
drive home a point, used an illustration those students will never forget. As he stood in front of
the group of high-powered overachievers he said, "Okay, time for a quiz" and he pulled out a
one-gallon, wide-mouth mason jar and set it on the table in front of him. He also produced about
a dozen fist-sized rocks and carefully placed them, one at a time, into the jar. When the jar was
filled to the top and no more rocks would fit inside, he asked, "is this jar full?" Everyone in the
class yelled, "yes."
The time management expert replied, "Really?" He reached under the table and pulled out a
bucket of gravel. He dumped some of the gravel in and shook the jar causing pieces of gravel to
work themselves down into the spaces between the big rocks. He then asked the group once
more, "Is the jar full?" By this time the class was on to him. "Probably not," one of them
answered.
"Good!" he replied. He reached under the table and brought out a bucket of sand. He started
dumping the sand in the jar and it went into all of the spaces left between the rocks and the
gravel. Once more he asked the question. "Is this jar full?" "No!" the class shouted. Once again he
said, "Good." Then he grabbed a pitcher of water and began to pour it in until the jar was filled to
the brim. Then he looked at the class and asked, "What is the point of this illustration?"
One eager beaver raised his hand and said, "The point is, no matter how full your schedule is, if
you try really hard you can always fit some more things in it."
"No," the speaker replied, "That's not the point. The truth this illustration teaches us is: If you
don't put the big rocks in first, you'll never get them in at all. What are the 'big rocks' in your life,
time with your loved ones, your faith, your education, your dreams, a worthy cause, teaching or
mentoring others? Remember put these BIG ROCKS in first or
you'll never get them in at all. So, tonight, or in the morning,
when you are reflecting on this short story, ask yourself this
question: What are the 'big rocks' in my life? Then, put those in
your jar first.”
Friends we have but one “Big Rock” in our lives that is truly THE
most important. Jesus Christ must occupy the space in our lives
first. If we don’t do that, I can promise you that we will fill our
lives with many other mostly non-productive things. On Christ the
solid rock we stand; all other ground is sinking sand. Let us put the Big Rock in first!!
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Chris

Share The Journey.

TRUSTEES HAPPENINGS
The January Trustees Meeting consisted of our focus on important Big Ticket HVAC
projects for the Sanctuary, Narthex and Auditorium. Carl Wolf, President of Service
Unlimited, presented proposals on each project. We are very grateful to Carl for the
attention to detail outlined in his proposal.

SANCTUARY, NARTHEX
Purpose of the Proposal

Furnish and install replacement Carrier Heating & Air Conditioning for Sanctuary & Narthex.
The system is designed to provide Heating, Cooling & Demand Ventilation, and CO2 monitoring.
Includes all design and drawings fees required by code officials, including structural and mechanical design and
drawings required for permits.
Duct Work
New supply, return and outside air ductwork will be fabricated from rigid sheet metal and reconnected to existing
ducts.
Completion Date
The system will be ready for installation about 30 days from the date of approval of this contract and availability
of equipment and materials. Installation estimated 12 weeks from start to finish.
PRICE: $384,552

AUDITORIUM
Purpose of Proposal
Furnish and install New Ductless Carrier Toshiba Heat Pump VRF Conditioning.
The system is designed to provide 12.5 Tons Cooling for 200 Occupants.
Includes all design and drawing fees required by code officials, including structural and mechanical reviews,
inspections and sealed drawings required to obtain permits and final certificates of occupancy.
Units will be installed under window cavities where existing grading is the source of ventilation.
Duct Work
Indoor fan coil units are self-contained and discharge air from top of unit.
Completion Date
The system will be ready for installation 30 days after from date of approval of this contact and availability of
equipment and materials
PRICE : $83,500
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From Your Lay Leaders
Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton
layleader@aldersgatede.org

Messenger articles are due on the 15th of the month before they are published. As a result,

this article was written after the official end of the football season, which occurred when Nick Foles’
pass went right through the hands of the Eagles’ Alshon Jeffery and into the hands of a New Orleans
Saints’ defensive back as the Eagles were driving for a game winning touchdown in the games’ final
minutes. There would be no Super Bowl repeat for the defending Super Bowl Champions.
After the game Jeffrey showed tremendous sportsmanship by taking full responsibility for his
mistake and the effect it had on the outcome of the game and the season. Impressed by Jeffrey’s
restraint, honesty and self–awareness, a second-grader wrote to him saying, “When I watched the
play last night, I was crying. It’s OK to lose a game. You don’t always win a game. We couldn’t have
won the Super Bowl without you last year. I think you are an awesome player, no matter what.”
Jeffrey related his postgame conversation with Foles, “He said he loved playing with me,
throwing me the ball, making plays and that he wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t for me.” Foles said,
“You just tell him you love him. That’s what it’s all about.”
By the time this article is published, the President and the Speaker of the House and Senate
Minority Leader may or may not still be at loggerheads over funding for a barrier on our southern
border and a partial government shutdown. Maybe they could learn a thing or two from a couple
football players and a second-grader. Maybe we all could.
Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew
cards during worship at all services. We look forward to seeing you at church.

We believe that every child should be able to come to Pecometh, which is why we have more options than
ever for paying for camp. With our Early Payment Discount, you can reduce your camper’s total fee by 10%!
You and your camper can choose from 25 different programs we have to offer during our 8 weeks of summer
camp. Once the right program is chosen, you can register and make all your payments through the online
system we have been using since 2016. If you pay in full by February 1st, you will receive a 10% discount on
the program fees. That means for our most popular program, Riverside, you can save over $50!
For more information on our payment options, please visit us at www.pecometh.org/payment-options or by
calling 410-556-6900.
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PRAYER
Every morning when we arise we are so grateful to greet the day!! For me I
begin each day: “Thank you God for giving me this day – let’s do it together!” It makes us feel good to “partner” with
Him and know he “he has our back”.
Many of us were taught the bedtime prayer – “Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep” and the dinner time prayer – “Bless This
Food …”. The day was not complete without saying these prayers!
John Wesley was a man of God and had three simple rules to live by: Do no harm, Do good and stay in love with God. –
through prayer. Prayer is powerful. Steve Manskar (Elder in the Minnesota Annual Conference) wrote an article “Why
Pray?” –“Prayer is a practice that opens our hearts to the power of God’s love that heals and forms our character,
damaged by sin…In prayer we make ourselves available to God and God’s love.”.
Faith is a relationship with God. To nuture our relationship we use Prayer to open ourselves to God and make ourselves
available to His love. “Prayer is how we become channels of God’s love for the world.” “God’s grace enables us to pray
powerful and effective prayers for the needs of self, others and the world around us….Receive God’s forgiveness and
grace in your life and pray powerfully and effectively today.”(Dr. Candace M. Lewis , Executive. Director of Path 1
Ministries of The United Methodist Church).
I recently chatted with a Customer Service Rep while she was searching for information. After a few minutes she told me
she felt she could say without offending me: You sound so happy. What do you do to make yourself happy? While still
waiting for my information I told her about my strong faith, activities in church and daily prayers. Our conversation
lasted a few more minutes and she told me she appreciated my “sincere” advice and was going to try praying. She
wants me to call back in a month and ask for her directly ---- so she could report on her progress! It felt good to help but
most importantly – she listened . I will return a call in a month and hope to talk with her.
Peace be with you,
Ellen Leonzio (GROW Team Leader)

Rummage Sale Silver Polishing Service
Unable to polish your donation of silver? Laura Parrish will do that
for you. Contact her (302-477-1718) to arrange for pick up or
delivery. Silver needs to be received by Palm Sunday (April 14).

New Year, New Office hours for Aldersgate!

Starting January 1, 2019 ,
the church office hours will be Monday – Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Church access will be Monday – Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Please contact the office for questions.
Share the Journey
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UMW 2019 Officers and Leaders
President : Kathy Daum
Secretary: Martha Weldin
Treasurer: Mary Jane Prince
Spiritual Growth: Shirley Rollins, Jean Ann Harding
Nurture and Outreach: Sherie Stiles
Social Action: Anne Murray
Communications: Stacie DiGiacoma
Program Resources: Judy Morton

Nominations: Barbara Buckley, Jean Ann
Harding, Sandy Anderson
Special Projects: Kathy Harding, Donna
Hitch, Laura Parrish
Circle Leaders:
Hannah Circle: Stacie DiGiacoma
Esther Circle: Sherie Stiles
Martha Circle: Judy Morton
Ruth Circle: Pat Overdeer, Elyn Schmitz
Sarah Circle: Ellen Leonzio

Soup-er Bowl” Sunday, February 3, 2019
Aldersgate vs. Hunger
Soup Can Food Drive to benefit Southbridge Neighborhood
House and other local food pantries. Please bring in cans of
soup to help Tackle Hunger. Last year we collected over 2,500 cans
of soup. This year’s goal is 3,000 cans! Collection boxes will be located in the Narthex
and by the glass parking lot doors.
Sponsored by UMW Hannah Circle.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
“Save the date for the Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Dinner to support the Youth Mission
Trip! Back for one night only, Tuesday, March 5th
from 5 to 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Come
enjoy breakfast for dinner on us. We’ll be serving
all-you-can-eat pancakes, bacon, and sausage as
well as gluten-free options. Monetary donations
toward the Youth Mission Trip will be accepted.
We hope to see you there!
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Finance Committee
Who comprises the Finance Committee? (Parentheses indicate
term expiration)
Chair – John Prince (2020)
Brett Landis (2019)
Janeen Ernst (2019)
Dorothy Whiteman (2019)
Preston Cooper (2020)
Dennis Snyder (2020)
James Wang (2021)

Ex Officio:
Pastor – Chris Pennington
SPRC – Mike Pittenger/Jennifer Pendley
Trustees – Tom Lugg
Treasurer –
Business Administrator – Kevin Botbyl
Lay Leader – Ferris Wharton

The 2019 Stewardship Campaign is still underway.
If you have not yet submitted your pledge yet, please prayerfully complete your pledge
and bring it or mail it to church.
Electronic giving options:

Automatic Deductions - To make your life simpler, consider a monthly win-win

payment option for both you and the church. It’s very simple to set up; just contact Susan
Schranck at 302-478-2575 or pick up the form at church information stands or download
from our website.

Online – Make a donation on our website: www.Aldersgatede.org
Text to Donate – Make a donation via Text message! 302-213-6168
Of course, checks and cash are always preferred.
Aldersgate is committed to being good stewards of your faithful contributions.

Please join us Friday, May 3 for the exciting
return of the Let it Shine on Wilmington 5K Run/
Walk. This evening event is brought to you by
Aldersgate UMC and Cub Scout Pack 67. Event profits
to benefit local Christian-based non-profit
organizations supported by the Aldersgate UMC
Missions Team. More registration information will be
available soon. For more information or if you would
like to volunteer to help, please contact
Augie Lankford at augielankford@comcast.net or
302.668.9856
Share the Journey
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Presented by the Aldersgate Youth Players:

Performances will be in the Sanctuary:
Friday, March 1st at 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 2nd at 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 3rd at 2 p.m.
Admission is FREE - but donations will be gratefully accepted.
The show is about 90 min. long including Intermission & suitable for ALL!
WE’LL BE SELLING CANDY-GRAMS AGAIN THIS YEAR:
Support your friends in the cast and crew with Candy-grams.
Candy will be sold before the show and during Intermission on a cash basis.
__________________________________________________________________________
Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program
If you would like to become an Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angel,” please fill out the form below
with a check made payable to Aldersgate UMC with Youth Musical in the subject line. All contributions are tax deductible. Forms and checks should be given to Janet Atwater, placed in her
box in the Hub, or mailed to her at:
Janet Atwater, 2 Cossart Manor Road, Chadds Ford, PA 19317
______________________________________________________________________

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
Amount Donated: [ ] $25 [ ] $50 [ ] $100 [ ] $250 [ ] Other ____
May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”?

Share the Journey
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Student and Children’s Ministries

EASTER EGG HUNT
Saturday, APRIL 13th
11 a.m. - NOON
Join us for a fun Saturday morning with an egg hunt beginning at 11a.m. at the playground entrance (or
in the church if raining) then to the auditorium for games, crafts, Easter Bunny and soft pretzels!

RSVP: To register for this event, visit the church office or call (302) 478‐2575 x118 or

email sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org . Volunteer to help and let us know how many children and ages
attending by Saturday, April 6th.
Great for families with children 10 years old and younger.
This event is an opportunity to share Aldersgate’s fellowship with the
community, so bring a friend and your own EASTER BASKET to collect
the eggs!
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Recycling in Delaware
We all want to do the right thing and take care of God’s creation. Recycling is a
part of that responsibility. Most of us know what to recycle, milk jugs, glass bottles
and soda cans, right? But many may not know that yogurt containers and juice
boxes can also be recycled. And what about what NOT to recycle in Delaware? If
it’s not done correctly all those items and your time will go to waste. Plastic bags
should not be placed in single stream recycling as they can jam equipment and
make it hard to sort at the material recovery facility (MRF). Plastic bags may be returned to retail stores for
recycling.
What to place in single stream recycling:
Paper - examples: newspapers, brown paper bags magazines, catalogues, junk mail, paperboard (cereal and tissue boxes) and
cardboard including pizza boxes (no food residue)
Glass bottles and jars (any color)
Metal cans (tin, steel, aluminum)
#1 PET plastic food and beverage containers
#2 HDPE plastic food and beverage containers
HDPE mixed rigid plastic – examples: small buckets, milk crates, small toys and trays
#4 LDPE - examples: margarine or sour cream tubs
#5 Polypropylene – examples yogurt or cottage cheese containers
#7 mixed plastic
Cartons and aseptic packaging – juice boxes, OJ and milk cartons.

What NOT to place in single stream recycling:
Plastic bags
Recylables in plastic bags – place them loose in the recycle bin
Bottles or jars with lids (recycle metal lids separately)
Batteries
Styrofoam
Paper cups
Paper or cardboard with food residue
Frozen food containers (but recycle the plastic tray)
Motor oil and antifreeze containers
Ceramics/dishes
Scrap metal
Diapers
Window glass and mirrors
Shredded paper
Electronics
Propane tanks

Many items that cannot be placed in single stream recycling can be recycled by dropping off at a recycling
center (closest centers are Lantana Square, Carousel Park and Lambson lane in New Castle) or a Delaware
Solid Waste Authority (DSWA) Household Hazardous Waste Event. Such items are batteries, electronics and
Styrofoam.
It can seem like a lot of extra work, but proper disposal will mean less in the landfills. For more info and to see
when and where drop off can be done, see the DSWA website.
Caring for Creation Team
Share the Journey
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On December 16, 2018
Madelyn Robin Diers
Parents: Maggie Bell McKenzie &
Galen Michael Diers
Cheyenne Hope Rawding
Parents: Valerie Pease &
Benjamen Rawding

Richard and Dolores Colgate

February 9

67 years

William and Candy Elliott

February 14

6 years

Jordan and Michele Reynolds

February 14

32 years

Ned and Mary Lou Landis

February 19

53 years

Christian Friendship Sunday School Class
This Sunday School class is just so amazing
because of Susan Mammele leading (with some
helpers like Don Roberts) each Sunday morning at
10 a.m. in Room 136. This class is full of gracious,
loving people with intellectual and physical disabilities
who come together to share in the great love that God
has for everyone! They always look forward to the
class, to light the Advent Wreath candles, and to read
in the church service each year. They have communion
together, and always seem to be celebrating something and having fun together!

Emmanuel Dining Room

For I was hungry and you gave me food

A familiar Scripture that we at AUMC have an opportunity to live out every month! How... ? By
preparing a mid day meal at Emmanuel DR in Wilmington. Various groups in our church have been
feeding the hungry at Emmanuel Dining Room on the sixteenth of every month for many years.
Women’s groups, Men’s groups, Youth, SS classes, Friends, Families, anyone can do it!
Three to four people are needed to shop for, prepare and plate the meal in the EDR kitchen. We don’t
serve and we don’t clean up - we just cook! Menus are available and Aldersgate reimburses expenses.
The time commitment on the day is from about 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
This is truly an in-the-trenches ministry! Please consider helping.
Contact Linda Williams, Murray or Marty Schuler if you have questions or want to prepare a meal.
Anne -ampelican@comcast.net
Linda- lindafw19807@msn.com
Marty- 302-529-1726
Share the Journey
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Arts at Aldersgate

Sunday, February 24 at 2.00 p.m. in the Auditorium. Aldersgate is
hosting an internationally acclaimed singer/songwriter Michael
Jacobs. For more information about Michael Jacobs, visit
www.michaeljacobsmusic.com.

Friday, March 1 at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 2 at 2:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 3 at 2:00 p.m.
in the Sanctuary, our very own Aldersgate Youth
Musical.

Sunday, March 10 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary, we
will be hosting local Celtic Trio, Willow Tree. The
trio’s featured flutist, Susan Ryan, has been part
of the Aldersgate music ministry on many
Sundays.
Come celebrate an early St. Patrick’s day.

Sunday, April 14, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
Aldersgate Spring Chancel Choir concert,
featuring John Leavitt’s “Requiem”,

Share the Journey

11

February 2019

Winter Worship Schedule
Contemporary Service with Journey Band in Auditorium at 9 a.m.
Traditional Service in the Sanctuary at 9 a.m.
Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Traditional Service with Choir in Sanctuary at 11 a.m.

Upcoming Events
Sunday, February 3, Souper Bowl soup drive
Sunday, February 24 at 2 p.m., Michael Jacobs in
concert.
Friday, March 1 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 2 at 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 3 at 2 p.m.

Aldersgate
Youth Musical
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Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made!
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