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Ding Dong! Merrily on High is a popular Christmas melody often heard during carol concerts,  
including the Choir of King’s College Cambridge’s famous Nine Lessons and Carols service on 
Christmas Eve. Its origins, perhaps unsurprisingly given its sprightly, agile tune, are in dance  
music. The melody was originally named ‘Branle de l’Official’ and was found in a 16th-century 
book on French dance forms. English composer and church bell ringing enthusiast, George 
Ratcliffe Woodward (1848-1934), came across the melody and, through his passion for pealing, 
was inspired to give the tune a bell-inspired text. The carol was first published in 1924 in one of 
Woodward’s many song books, The Cambridge Carol Book. Harmony was later added by Irish 
composer Charles Wood, and Sir David Willcocks more recently did a new arrangement for a  
Carols for Choirs book. 
  
Woodward was not only a composer and bell ringer, but also a gifted linguist who translated 
many hymns from Greek, Latin, and German. Inspired by archaic poetry, Woodward wrote Ding 
Dong! Merrily on High in a macaronic style, combining English and Latin for lyrical effect. Its most 
famous line, ‘Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis’, a Latin refrain meaning ‘Glory! Hosanna in the highest’, 
sits alongside an otherwise English text. The ‘o’ of ‘Gloria’ is a long, melismatic phrase that  
requires carolers – usually of the soprano variety – to sing 33 syllables in just one breath. 
  
As we encounter “The Bells of Christmas” this Advent season and you hear this song as you’re 
traveling about or at home remember to give praise and glory to God but in doing so keep in mind 
that the word “Hosanna” means “Save us, please” and that is exactly why God sent Jesus to earth. 
We sing praise to God and merrily ring the bells because God loves us enough to sacrifice Jesus so 
that our eternal home is secure. 
  
From my family to yours, Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Chris, Christy, James Connor, Keila and Nicholas 

 
 
 
 
  

Ding Dong! Merrily On High 
 
1. Ding Dong! merrily on high 
In heav’n the bells are ringing 
Ding, dong! verily the sky 
Is riv’n with angel singing 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis 

  
2. E’en so here below, below 
Let steeple bells be swungen 
And i-o, i-o, i-o 
By priest and people be sungen 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis 
  
3. Pray ye dutifully prime 
Your matin chime, ye ringers 
May ye beautifully rime 
Your evetime song, ye singers 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis 
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           A Message from Pastor Rob 

Church Family, 

Happy December! The temperature has fallen, as have the leaves, and soon (if it doesn’t before 
you see this), the snow will do so as well.  
  
There are so many wonderful worship events happening at our church this month, and I want to recap them for you 
briefly. 
 

12/4 & 12/18    We’ll have our regular worship schedule at 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.  
 

12/11      We’ll have ONE service, at 10:00 a.m. which will be our Christmas Worship Concert, featuring our  
    entire music ministry. A reception will follow in the auditorium. 
 

Christmas Day  
           &                We’ll have ONE service at 10 a.m. 
New Year’s Day 
 
 

Christmas Eve    We’ll gather for our Children’s Nativity Pageant at 3:00 p.m. 
                                and our Traditional Christmas Eve worship service, including Holy Communion, at 9:00 p.m. 
  
PLEASE NOTE: My previous article mentioned the Christmas Concert taking place at 5:00 p.m. on 12/11. This was 
changed to a 10:00 a.m. service that morning, after the suggestion of many in the music ministry that we could  
emulate the successful program we shared on Palm Sunday. The worship committee agreed, but I was not able to get 
the article changed in time. Thank you for your understanding, and INVITE someone to share Jesus with that morning! 
  
I pray you will receive God’s richest blessings during the Advent and Christmas season. I am incredibly thankful to be 
your Pastor of Worship and Music, and I’m grateful for all the efforts of so many members of our congregation to  
create worship experiences where people can meet Jesus, and grow in their relationship with God! 
  
Finally, here are your attendance figures for 10/23-11/13: 
 
10/23/22   9:00 71   11:00 93  Online 40  Total 204 
 
10/30/22   9:00 63   11:00 94  Online 62  Total 219 
 
11/6/22     9:00 92   11:00 79  Online 36  Total 207 
 
11/13/22   9:00 75   11:00 95  Online 30  Total 200 

 Blessings, 

Pastor Rob 
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     Sharon Owens and Anne Murray 

 
          
Advent season began November 27, the fourth Sunday before Christmas.  It’s always a time to reflect on the coming  
Savior Jesus Christ. Traditions such as an advent calendar and lighting the advent wreath  candles serve as beautiful  
reminders of God's gift of salvation through the birth of Jesus Christ.  

"God gives God. That is the gift God always ultimately gives. Because nothing is greater and we 
have no greater need, God gives God. God gives God, and we only need to slow long enough to 
unwrap the greatest Gift with our time: time in His Word, time in His presence, time at His feet." 
- Ann Voskamp, The Greatest Gift 

Advent Blessings to all as we ponder God’s gift of God.  As Lay Leaders we are grateful for all of 
you and  hope to see everyone at church sometime this season. We wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a New Year of love, joy and peace.  

Anne and Sharon  

layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 

 

Merry Christmas from Your Lay Leaders  

December Events 

Saturday, December 10 - 9 a.m. -  Cookie Walk & More 

Sunday, December 11 -  10 a.m. - Christmas Worship Concert 

Saturday, December 24 -  3 p.m. & 9 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship 

Sunday, December 25 -  10 a.m. -  Unified Service (Christmas Carol Shout-Out) 
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Please join us for the 3 p.m. Family Christmas 

Eve Service with the Children’s Nativity this year! 
Please contact  
Sharon sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org  if your 
child is interested in helping share the Nativity 
story by being a Mary, Joseph, shepherd, angel, 
wiseman or an animal or be a youth or an adult 
that can help with costumes and coordinating. We 
plan to have a dress rehearsal on Sunday,  
December 18 at 10:10 a.m.-10:45 a.m. and at 2 
p.m. on Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24. 

  
Peace and Blessings, 

Sharon Jennelly 

p.m. 

ULSTER PROJECT DELAWARE 2023 

  

Ulster Project Delaware (UPD) is currently seeking adventure-seeking applicants, aged 14 -16, for its annual  
month-long peace, service and leadership project in July 2023.   
  
American teens and their families host Protestant and Catholic teens from Northern Ireland as they seek to learn  
tolerance, build understanding and gain lifelong friendships.  All teens participate in day trips to NYC, DC,  
Philadelphia, Hershey Park and the beach; service projects; leadership and team building events; visits to various  
places of worship; and fun local outings.  Teens of all faiths and nationalities are encouraged to apply.  The cost is 
minimal and the experience is priceless!   
  
Applications are now being accepted.  Visit www.ulsterprojectdelaware.org for more information and email any  
questions to applyupd@gmail.com or call Ruth Langrehr at 302.893.1878.  

  
Peace and Blessings, 

Sharon Jennelly 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
http://www.ulsterprojectdelaware.org/
mailto:applyupd@gmail.com


Share the Journey   5 December 2022 

 

 

In October we made some progress.  Our giving is up with attendance. Since we had to catch up with invoices that had 
not been paid in prior months, we incurred a further deficit.  This should be a one-time correction and as we stay  
current with obligations, we trust continued progress will be made.   

There is a great deal riding on this year’s Covenant Campaign.  It’s time to rededicate ourselves to the actions we 
know will make Aldersgate a leading maker of disciples in Wilmington. Let’s acknowledge all of our opportunities for 
Prayer, Presence, Gifts, Service and Witness. Yes, Aldersgate needs a portion of all of these to reach our mission. How 
much of what we receive can we return to make disciples? The Church can use all we bring. Commitments made can 
be changed if situations change during the year.        

 

Bob Reis 

Finance Committee   

Giving Budgeted for July 2022- June 2023 Giving through October Giving Remaining through July, 2023 

$771,816.28      $180,601.32 $591,214.96       76.6% 

October Income (all sources):   $68,696.78 

October Expenses:    $94,179.66 

Financial Update 

Our Stewardship Scorecard Operating Budget Fiscal Year July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023 

Coming in January – Congregation Survey 

By Henry Daum 

 

In January, everyone in the congregation will 
be invited to complete the Readiness 360 survey. 
Your participation is extremely valuable, since the 

results of this online survey will be used to determine 
the 

 important next steps that Aldersgate can take to  
increase our impact in our community. This same  
project will be undertaken at each church in our  

Peninsula-Delaware conference. 

 

Stay tuned for updates in the coming weeks. 
If you would like to know more about the survey, 

visit the website at readiness360.org. 

 

 

As you are shopping in Amazon throughout the year, please 

sign up for Amazon Smile. Amazon donates 0.5% of the 

price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to the  

charitable organization of your choice. Make your charitable 

organization Aldersgate Church and the donation will go 

directly to Aldersgate’s Smile account. Support your favorite 

charity at no extra cost when you shop at 

smile.amazon.com. Every little bit helps.  
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ALL SOLD OUT
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Aldersgate Youth Musical Sing-a-Long 
 Spring 2023! 

 
Mrs. Atwater & Mr. Sonny aren’t able to direct a full Aldersgate Youth Musical this coming year, so instead, 

we’ll be presenting a family-friendly Sing-a-Long this spring of some of our favorite songs from the past  
10+ years of Aldersgate Youth Musicals, featuring former cast members - and maybe some surprises! 

More information to come, but if you’ve been in one of the musicals and would like to have a part in the 
Sing-a-Long, please email Mrs. Atwater at Janet@Janetatwater.com. 

Sending everyone grace & peace and wishing you a blessed holiday season, 

Janet Atwater, Director 
 

HOPP Food Box Distribution: Volunteers Needed 1 Hour per Month  

to Help Distribute Food Boxes 
When:   Friday December 16th  at 12:30 p.m. 

Where: Aldersgate UMC parking lot 

Bring:  A bottle of water 

 

Since May, Aldersgate has been participating with other local churches to distribute free food boxes provided by the 
Longwood Foundation’s HOPP ministry to anyone in need. We could use volunteers to hold signs up curbside during 
the event, place boxes in vehicles, and direct cars to the distribution point.   
 
Signup at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp or just come by the event at 12:15pm to help. 
 

 

The Harvest Outreach People Project (HOPP) Community Days of Service 

Community Days of Service will be held at Asbury UMC in New Castle on the dates below. Join members from other 

UMC churches and the greater community to help our neighbors in need by helping to pack bags of supplies. Stop by 

the events to help out if you can. 

 

Wednesday, December 14th  - 10 a.m. -  12 noon 
 

The GO Team 

mailto:Janet@Janetatwater.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp


Share the Journey   10 December 2022 

 

Tom and Barbara Lugg  December 16               55 years 
 

Allen and Jean Peddrick   December 24               56 years 
 

Wanda Beecher  11/1/2022 

Patrick Gerard  3/2/2022 

 

The Rummage Sale is Back! – April 15th, 2023 

 

Our exceptional, well-organized Rummage Sale will be back the Saturday after Easter, with a few 

changes to make it easier to handle. Plan now to join the fun. 

We are now seeking volunteers to chair our various departments and, of course, lots of  
supporting team members. Please contact Nancy Hough (houghn1@hotmail.com) or Stacie 
DiGiacoma (staciedigiacoma@msn.com) to volunteer.  If there are any departments for which we 
don’t have leaders, we will drop that department and donate those items to an  appropriate charity group. We will no 
longer handle large furniture items. Small items such as side tables, chairs, bookcases, etc. will be great. As a rule of 
thumb, one person should be able to lift and carry the item.  
 
There will be no pick-ups or early drop-offs, as we do not have storage space at the church. The only exception is that the 
Unique Boutique seeks donations of jewelry early, so that it can process them well in advance. If you wish to make a  
donation of jewelry, please contact Kitty Lugar to arrange delivery or pick-up (kittyannlugar@msn.com). Please do not 
drop them off at the church. 

Donations will be accepted Saturday, April 8 and Monday-Wednesday, April 10-12. Please donate only items in good  
condition that are clean and ready for use or gifting.  

There are volunteer opportunities for everyone, so contact us if you want to get connected now. We will set up a Sign-up 
Genius process closer to the event. It is great fun to work together on this project! 

Thanks from your rummage sale tri-chairs: Chris Burkett, Stacie DiGiacoma and Nancy Hough  

mailto:houghn1@hotmail.com
mailto:staciedigiacoma@msn.com
mailto:kittyannlugar@msn.com


Share the Journey   11 December 2022 

 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Pastor Rob’s Message 2 

Lay Leaders 3 

December Events 3 

Christmas Eve Nativity Pageant 4 

Ulster Project 4 

Finance Update 5 

Congregation Survey 5 

Cookie Walk 6 

United Women in Faith 7 

Advent Study 7 

Youth and Young Adult Ministry 8 

Youth Musical 9 

HOPP Food Distribution 9 

Life Events 10 

Rummage Sale 10 

Poinsettia Order Form 11 

 Worship Schedule 

Contemporary 9 a.m. 

Sunday School 10 a,m, 

Traditional 11 a.m. 
You can find the live stream   

 https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDe/  

Or YouTube 

www.youtube.com/c/aldersgatede  

Christmas Worship Concert  

Sunday, December 11, 10 a.m. 

3 p.m. Family Service 

9 p.m. Traditional  Service  

   with Communion 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDe/
http://www.youtube.com/c/aldersgatede

