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 Aldersga  e  
  A significant place where disciples are made 

December 2021 

 God’s Plan 
 
It was Christmas Eve in the Austrian Alps. At the newly constructed Church of St. Nicholas in 
Oberndorf, a Tyrol village in Salzburg, Father Joseph Mohr prepared for the midnight service. He 
was distraught because the church organ was broken, ruining prospects for that evening’s  
carefully planned music. But Father Joseph was about to learn that our problems are God’s  
opportunities; that the Lord causes all things to work together for good to those who love Him. It 
came into Father Joseph’s mind to write a new song, one that could be sung organless. Hastily, he 
wrote the words, “Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright…” Taking the text to his organist, 
Franz Gruber, he explained the situation and asked Franz to compose a simple tune. 
 
That night, December 24, 1818, “Silent Night” was sung for the first time as a duet accompanied 
by a guitar at the aptly named Church of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf. 
Shortly afterward, as Karl Mauracher came to repair the organ, he 
heard about the near-disaster on Christmas Eve. Acquiring a copy of 
the text and tune, he spread it throughout the Alpine region of  
Austria. The song came to the attention of the Strasser Family,  
makers of fine chamois-skin gloves. To drum up business at various 
fairs and festivals, the four Strasser children would sing in front of 
their parent’s booth. Like the Von Trapp children a century later, they became popular folk  
singers throughout the Alps. 
 
When the children began singing “Silent Night” at their performances, audiences were charmed. 
It seemed perfect for the snow-clad region, and perfect for the Christian heart. “Silent Night” 
even came to the attention of the king and queen, and the Strasser children were asked to give a 
royal performance, assuring the carol’s fame. Were it not for a broken organ, there would never 
have been a “Silent Night.” 
 
In the midst of what we perceive as brokenness, our Lord has a plan in mind. It’s not a quickly 
thought up plan or hastily assembled plan but a plan that he has had in mind for all time.  
Brokenness in our lives and in the lives of those around us can seem like God is abandoning us in 
our time of greatest need but in reality any distance experienced between us and God is our own 
movement away from him. 
 
This Christmas, as we sing “Silent Night” please remember the greatest of all possible gifts has 
been given to you and Christ offers to you a peace that passes all understanding. 
 
From my family to yours, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!! 
  

Pastor Chris, Christy, James Connor, Keila and Nicholas 
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           Advent Message from Pastor Rob 

Church Family, 

As I sit to write this article, it is the middle of November, and I can’t help but think 
about how thankful I am to be serving at Aldersgate.  We are in the midst of a season of 
change, adaptation, and growth, and the church is filled with excitement, and eager  
anticipation about what God will do in our corner of North Wilmington.  It is an especially  
relatable feeling during Advent, the season we will be experiencing when you receive this newsletter.  Advent is a time 
of anticipation and preparation as we look to celebrate the birth of the Savior.  

We are in the middle of our sermon series “The Heart That Grew Three Sizes”, and we are looking at how we 
can find new joy in the season of Advent, even at a time when the world, and our personal worlds, may be filled with 
difficulty, as we continue to navigate our way out of a pandemic.  God is faithful, and will be faithful to His promise to 
restore the joy of our salvation, which is the greatest “Christmas gift” we’ll ever receive.  I pray that we are all able to 
experience that joy during this season, and allow it to carry us into the new year with a renewed hope, and an  
unquenchable desire to see God’s Kingdom flourish at Aldersgate. 

The new year will bring a lectionary-based series titled “It Is What It Is”, where we will look at different  
aspects of our faith in light of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.  From January 16 through February 27, we will learn 
about “The Spirit Is”, “The Body Is”, “Love Is”, “Grace Is”, “A Scout Is (Scouting Sunday)”, “Resurrection Is”, and “The 
Lord Is (Transfiguration Sunday)”.  I am excited to see how God moves during this series, helping us to more deeply 
understand these important aspects of our faith.   

Some important reminders of December Events:  

An Aldersgate Christmas will take place Sunday, December 12 at 2 p.m., please note this is a time 
 change from the originally planned 2:30.  Join us for this wonderful musical event! 

 Christmas Eve services are scheduled as follows:  

 1 p.m., Parking Lot service broadcast over your car radio, from the main parking lot at the church.  

 4 p.m., Family service with Children’s Pageant.  Please sign up with Sharon Jennelly, Director of  
Children’s Ministries, if your child wishes to participate, sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org.   
 
 9 p.m., Traditional service with Holy Communion.   

Finally, here is your attendance update since the last newsletter: 

10/24/21 9:00 36 11:00 81 Online 44  TOTAL 161 

10/31/21 9:00: 50 11:00 66 Online 43 TOTAL 159 

11/7/21 9:00: 56 11:00 98 Online 30 TOTAL 184 (note: 9:00 livestream unavailable) 

11/14/21 9:00: 59 11:00: 80 Online 45 TOTAL 184 

 Blessings, 

Pastor Rob 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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Advent Study 
 Led by Pastor Chris Pennington  

(Room 236)  
Starting December 1, 2021 Wednesday’s 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. 11:00 to 12:00 p.m., 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

The Heart That Grew Three Sizes Children's Leader Guide:  
Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch  

                By Matt Rawle 
 

We don’t know why the Grinch hated Christmas. We just know he did. In this new Advent study, Matt 
Rawle explores the faith themes in the Christmas classic, How the Grinch Stole Christmas!  
including, how did the Grinch’s heart grow three sizes come Christmas morning? How did Christmas 
save the Grinch? Could it be that the very thing we think we hate is the one thing that changes our 
lives? This Advent and Christmas season, look at a familiar classic through the lens of faith and see how 
Christ speaks to us through our culture.  

 
     Sharon Owens and Anne Murray 

 
         layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

May your hearts be lifted in praise this Christmas for the gift of joy that Jesus’s birth brings 
to our lives. We wish you a Merry Christmas and a  New Year of love, joy and peace. 
 

Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can send a message to us.   
 

Anne and Sharon  

Merry Christmas from Your Lay Leaders  

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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                                  Christmas Joy!  

            Now Through December 12 
 
The Love Does Sunday School Class is again sponsoring our annual 
Christmas gift outreach. We have adapted the program to best 
meet the needs of the organizations. 

- What: Gift cards.  

- Which cards: Walmart, Target, Food Lion and ShopRite 

- Where: Gift Cards  should be turned in at the table to a Love Does member before or after 

church services or  given directly to the church office during the week. We will also hold two  
evening drop off dates - stay tuned for those. 

- When: Deadline is December 12 

             - Also: Pajama Drive.  Love Does is also conducting a Pajama Drive - any size is welcome, adult, 

child or infant. Pajamas may be dropped in the box near the Love Does Christmas Tree at the top of the stairs. 
We thank you for your continued support of this ministry as we bless local families in need during this holiday season. 

Gift Cards  

 

 Calling all children for the 4 p.m.  

 Christmas Eve Nativity Pageant  

 

 
All families are invited for The Nativity Pageant at the 4 p.m. 

Family Christmas Eve Worship Service. Register your child 

and volunteer coordinating the pageant and costumes by 

emailing sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or call (302)478-2575, x118 today and help 

share the story and be a part of the Nativity Pageant this Christmas. We will need a 

Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, Sheep, Wisemen, Donkey, Cow, Camel and Angels, all with 

understudies. We will be arranging times for ‘dress’ rehearsals. 

Trunk or Treat—a tasty good time 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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TRUNK or TREAT 
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ALL SOLD OUT

Aldersgate United Methodist Women 

“THE UN-COOKIE WALK” 
Once again, skip the grocery store…skip the baking 

WHO  All bakers, buyers/shoppers, and Aldersgate members 

WHY With Covid in mind, and considering fewer interested shoppers for  
cookies, we will not be having our traditional Cookie Walk again this year.  We 
will have a Specialty Food and Craft Sale and collect donations as we did last 
year.  This is Aldersgate United Methodist Women’s major fundraiser.  We 
received a total of $3,233 in 2020.  Our goal is $3,500 this year.  We greatly 
need your help. 

WHERE From the comfort of your own home or at church 

WHEN December 2021 

HOW Have a “sweet” experience…by shopping and/or making a monetary  
donation. 

A Specialty Food and Craft Sale will be available to Aldersgate members and  
visitors before and after both church services on December 5th and 12th.  Items 
for sale will also be available prior to and following the Christmas concert. 

Kindly make a donation for the opportunity to help others.  No amount is too 
small. 

Donations can be made online (there is a Cookie Walk line item on  
Aldersgate’s website) or make checks payable to Aldersgate United Methodist 
Women. 

Please write “Cookie Walk” in the memo line and mail by December 15, 2021 
to: 

Aldersgate UMC 
Aldersgate United Methodist Women, Attn: Sharon Owens 
2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE  19803 

All proceeds support Neighborhood House and Camp Pecometh 

THANK YOU for your support and generosity.  
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Additional Information: Rehearsals will begin Saturday, January 8, 2022. Most rehearsals will be on 

Sundays, although there will be some Saturday rehearsals and additional days as needed, especially 

for individuals with leading roles. 

Aldersgate Youth Musical  

In-person & Zoom Auditions December 3 & 4, 2021 
Rehearsals begin January 2022  &  Performances will be  March 4, 5 & 6, 2022  

Anyone in the 4th – 12th grade who has previously been in one of the youth musicals ,                                 

or is a member of/attends Aldersgate is eligible to audition.   

Zoom Auditions:  Friday, December 3rd   4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
In-person Auditions in Music Center: Saturday, December 4th   9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 
For Cast OR Crew, please complete the Musical Sign-up Google Form embedded below, & submit 

your Registration Fee by Check or Online (details are on the Google form). 

[If only interested in Crew, just fill out this form & submit the Registration Fee.] 

Musical Sign-Up Google Form Link: https://forms.gle/khUXxWrH7MmcNuW38 

Once the form is completed, sign up for an audition time using the link embedded below.  

Audition Times: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4FA8A72CA6F94-anythings 

Audition Details: You will be asked to sing a brief song. If you are only interested in being in the  

Ensemble, you can sing Happy Birthday, Jingle Bells, etc. If you would like to be considered for a  

Solo/Duet, etc. please choose a song from the list on Signup Genius, or another song of your 

choice.  All of the listed songs can be found on YouTube.   

You may also be asked to read from the script. 

 You MUST Sign up for an Audition time.  

Anyone who does not sign up in advance will not be guaranteed an audition. 

*For additional questions, or if you cannot attend the auditions but would like to be in the show, 
please contact Mrs. Atwater at Janet@JanetAtwater.com. 

https://forms.gle/khUXxWrH7MmcNuW38
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4FA8A72CA6F94-anythings
mailto:Janet@JanetAtwater.com
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Tom and Barbara Lugg  December 16               54 years 
 

Allen and Jean Peddrick   December 24               55 years 

Raeah Walter Nair, daughter of 

Shraddha Walter and Giris Nair     

October 31, 2021 

Kirk Anderson  10/24/2021 

Ron Baughman  10/29/2021 

Helen Lamiet  10/30/2021 

Elizabeth Rector  11/4/2021 

 

 

As you are shopping in Amazon throughout the year, please sign 
up for Amazon Smile. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible Amazon Smile purchases to the charitable organization of 
your choice. Make your charitable organization Aldersgate Church 
and the donation will go directly to Aldersgate’s Smile account. 
Support your favorite charity at no extra cost when you shop at 
smile.amazon.com. Every little bit helps.  

 
 

 

 

The Church Office will have  
limited hours during the week  

of December 27 – December 31. 

 

Rummage Sale: Planning for April 23, 2022   
We can’t predict the future, but we can plan for it. We have high hopes that we will be able to 
hold our rummage sale next year. Time will reveal what the external issues may be, but in the 
meantime, we need to know whether or not we will have enough volunteers to prepare and run 
the event:  

• Accepting donations at church Saturday, April 16th and Monday through Wednesday, April 18-20.   

• Sorting and preparing the rooms starting that Saturday, and continuing from Monday through Thursday or Friday.   

• Hosts and workers are needed on Saturday, April 23rd for the sale and for the clean-up.   

• All of this is work, but it is also fun, and a wonderful way to get to know each other better. The money raised from the 
sale supports the missions and programs of the church. 

• To collect donations before April 16th, we would need outside storage, since the storerooms at the church are full. 
Please let us know if you have part of a garage or a spare room where furniture and boxes could be stored during the 
first quarter next year.   

We know situations can change, but if you think you can participate, please notify Nancy Hough  
(302)762-5321, houghn1@hotmail.com) by mid-December, so we can confirm that we will have the people needed to 
move forward. Thank you!   

Greetings and Merry Christmas from your co-chairs: Chris Burket, Stacie DiGiacoma, Nancy Hough 

mailto:houghn1@hotmail.com
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Each plant is $10.00 Please make checks payable to Aldersgate UMC. 

Purchased poinsettias may be picked up from the Narthex following any service on 
Christmas Eve.     DEADLINE: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12. 
 

Given by: ________________________________ Phone: __________________ 

For accounting purposes, please enclose payment & order form in an envelope, 
SEPARATE from your offering. Thanks! 

 

Plant #1: Please Circle: In “Memory of” or In “Honor of” 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Plant #2: Please Circle: In “Memory of” or In “Honor of” 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Plant #3: Please Circle: In “Memory of” or In “Honor of” 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Plant #4: Please Circle: In “Memory of” or In “Honor of” 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Plant #5: Please Circle: In “Memory of” or In “Honor of” 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

_____ I will pick up my poinsettia order 

Orders can be submitted November 21 through December 12 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Pastor Rob’s Message 2 

Lay Leaders 3 

Advent Study 3 

Christmas Eve Schedule 3 

Pajama and Gift Card Drive 4 

Christmas Eve Nativity Pageant 4 

Trunk or Treat Pictures 4-6 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 6-7 

United Methodist Women 8 

2022 Youth Musical Auditions 9 

Life Events 10 

Rummage Sale 10 

Poinsettia Order Form 11 

 Worship Schedule 

Contemporary 9 a.m. 

Sunday School 10 a,m, 

Traditional 11 a.m. 
You can find the live stream   

 https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDe/  

Or YouTube 

www.youtube.com/c/aldersgatede  

An Aldersgate Christmas Concert  

Sunday, December 12, 2 p.m. 

1 p.m. Parking  Lot Service 

4 p.m. Family Service 

9 p.m. Traditional  Service  

   with Communion 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDe/
http://www.youtube.com/c/aldersgatede

