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  A significant place where disciples are made 

December 2020 

The Incarnation 
  
We’re in the season of Advent and that means we’re 
looking forward to Christmas. But Christmas can’t be 
without the incarnation, and we don’t talk about that 
very much. So, what is incarnation? 
  
Incarnation literally means embodied in flesh or taking on flesh. It refers to the conception and 
birth of a sentient being who is the material manifestation of an entity, god, or force whose  
original nature is immaterial. In its religious context the word is used to mean the descent from 
Heaven of a god, deity, or divine being in human/animal form on Earth. 
  
The incarnation of Christ is a central Christian doctrine that God became flesh, assumed a human 
nature, and became a man in the form of Jesus, the Son of God and the second person of the  
Trinity. This foundational Christian position holds that the divine nature of the Son of God was 
perfectly united with human nature in one divine Person, Jesus, making him both truly God and 
truly man. The theological term for this is hypostatic union: the second person of the Trinity, God 
the Son, became flesh when he was miraculously conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary.  
Biblical passages traditionally referenced in connection with the doctrine of the Incarnation  
include John 3:1-21, Colossians 2:9, Philippians 2:7-8 and, of course, Matthew 1: 18-25 and Luke 
2: 1-20. 
  
If you’ve not signed up to participate in our Advent study “Incarnation” it’s not too late. Join us as 
we rediscover the significance of Christmas. 
  

 Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Chris, Christy, James Connor, Keila and Nicholas 

 

COVID-19 Worship Update  

The positivity rate in Delaware is on the rise. To protect our congregation and staff,  

in-person worship has been suspended.  We hope that you will continue to watch our 

Livestream on Facebook or You Tube.  
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236th Annual Conference of the  
Peninsula-Delaware Conference 

 
The 236th Annual Conference of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference was a very different experience this 

year.  Instead of a 3-day in-person gathering in late May-early June, the conference was postponed and then held  

virtually in a series of Zoom meetings that started in September and culminated on November 13-14 with a business 

session for consideration of all resolutions before the conference followed by the memorial and ordination services.   

In addition to the usual resolutions required for ongoing conference operations and programming (approved by more 

than 95% of those voting), this year’s business involved two aspects that are unique to 2020: 

• A resolution to reduce the number of districts from four to three was approved by 83% of those voting.  The new 

districts will replace the current Wilmington, Dover, Salisbury and Easton Districts with three new ones.  The  

motivation is a reduction in costs (and apportionments) by 7% which totals $300,000 annually across the  

conference.  All four current District Superintendents agree this is feasible owing to productivity improvements, 

especially teleconferencing capabilities.  The Bishop has the authority to determine district boundaries and these 

are still being finalized.  The tentative plan discussed in conjunction with this resolution involves northern, central 

and southern districts in horizontal bands across the conference area. 

• The second focus was a disaffiliation process under the Taylor Plan enacted at the 2019 General Conference.   

Under this plan, churches can disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church while retaining possession of their 

building and personal property.  Under the trust clause, such property is owned by the denomination, not by the 

local church.  The only basis under the Taylor Plan for suspending the trust clause is for a local church to express 

by greater than 2/3 vote that they, “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and  

provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of  

self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or 

inactions of the annual conference related to these issues which follow,” do wish to disaffiliate from the United 

Methodist Church.  Four churches submitted resolutions to disaffiliate subject to their payment of two years of 

apportionments (2020 and 2021) as well as their liabilities for pensions and retiree medical coverage.  Their  

reasons for doing so fall on both sides of the issue.  All four resolutions were approved.  The disaffiliating churches, 

amounts to be paid, and % voting in favor are: 

 Calvary UMC, Milford, DE – $225,901 – 76% in favor 

 Groome UMC, Lewes, DE – $166,435 – 65% in favor 

 Nelson’s Memorial UMC, Hebron, MD – $172,769 – 67% in favor 

 Antioch UMC, Princess Anne, MD – $130,067 – 79% in favor 

Information sessions were conducted in late October and early November to discuss the redistricting and disaffiliation 

resolutions and allow ample time for questioning.  Under rules adopted for virtual conferencing (unique to this year), 

there was no debate or opportunity to amend any resolution under consideration by the conference. 

In the opinion of your lay delegates, this process worked and was a reasonable substitute for in-person conferencing 

in the time of Covid-19.  Certain aspects (the counting and reporting of votes) were streamlined and more efficient 

than in the past.  Still, this did not compensate for the loss of fellowship accorded by gathering in person, and we look 

forward to soon being able to gather together once more. 

If you have any questions regarding Annual Conference, we’d be happy to speak with you. 

Bert and Betsy Diemer, Lay Delegates to Annual Conference 
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Advent begins on Sunday, November 29 and I’m excited to  
announce our Advent Bible study, “Incarnation” by Adam  
Hamilton. I hope that you’ll consider participating in our live 
Zoom sessions on December 1, 8, 15, & 22 at 11 a.m. These 
sessions will also be recorded so that you can watch later. The 
Zoom link information will be sent out separately and a little 
closer to December 1. In the meantime, you’ll need to purchase 
a copy of the text for the study. Here’s links to both the hard 
cover and the eBook… 
 
 

  
Incarnation Hard Cover ➔ https://www.cokesbury.com/Incarnation-1-2 

  
Incarnation eBook➔ https://www.cokesbury.com/9781791005559-incarnation-ebook-epub- 

From Your Lay Leaders 
 

Sharon Owens and Anne Murray 
 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 
 

 
Our focus has been all over the place this year; the COVID Pandemic, the election, students going to school/college or 
not, will things be back to “normal”, etc.  Some of these issues will continue to take our focus for awhile yet, but  we 
can also focus ourselves on Advent.  The Season of Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas, and ends on  
Christmas Eve.  Advent is the beginning of the Christian liturgical year.  This year, Advent begins on Sunday,  
November 29.  
 

Stanley Hauerwas wrote in Recapturing Advent, “Advent is patience: it’s how God has made us a people of promise, 
in a world of impatience”. Let us take time to reflect in prayer, to think about the 4 words for each of the  
Advent candles:  HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE, and to reach out to those we have been unable to see during this time 
of social distancing. Let our impatience be quieted by communication with others whether it be a Christmas card, a 
note, an email or a phone call.  
 

As In– Person worship has been suspended, create ways to include your favorite Avent Activities: make an Advent 
wreath and light the candles each week, make Christmas cards or ornaments, bake Christmas cookies to share, read 
the gospel stories leading to Jesus’ birth, sing Christmas carols—none of these have to be perfect—they just need to 
remind us of God’s Gift to us—Jesus.  Celebrate and have fun!! 
 

A little reminder to return your 2021 Giving Pledge Card ir you have not already done so.  Your pledge is important 
for the planning of 2021. 

 
Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can send a message to us.   

https://www.cokesbury.com/Incarnation-1-2
https://www.cokesbury.com/9781791005559-incarnation-ebook-epub-
mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Pajama Drive - Now Through November 29th 

 This crazy warm weather won't last forever, so the Crazy Ladies are holding a drive for winter 
Pajamas for the clients of Neighborhood House. All sizes from infants through children and teen 
to adult are needed. Gently used PJs are welcomed - now is a good time to clear out the sets your 
kids have outgrown. If you don't have extras on hand, new PJs are wonderful too. Boscov's and 
other local stores are already having some great sales.  Donations may be dropped off at church 
in the designated bins inside the Parking Lot entry of the church until Sunday, November 29th. 
You can also order online and ship directly to Neighborhood House, to the attention of Kelly Lacy. Thank you!  
 

Christmas Joy! (Christmas Tree with the Tags for Gifts usually at the top of the Parking Lot Stairs)

Now Through November 29th 
 

The Love Does Sunday School Class is again sponsoring our annual Christmas gift outreach to A 
Seed of Hope, Neighborhood House and Urban Promise clients. As with so much else this year, 
the approach has changed: 
 

- What: donations of gift cards or cash with which we can buy gift cards. No need to shop for 

items. 

- Which cards: Walmart, Target, Amazon or other retailers. Even Grocery stores.  

- What amount:  $25 Increments are suggested, but all denominations are welcomed. 

- When: Please drop them off to the church office by Sunday, November 29th.  

Crazy Ladies are willing to come and pick them up from you to support our Love Does class.            
                                              Please call Sandy Anderson or Nancy Hough to arrange.  

Christmas Opportunities to HELP 

Gift Cards  

“Strive for the things that bring peace and the things that build each other up.” Romans 14:1 

It’s that time of year to put our thankfulness into action in a tangible way through a little red stocking or an envelope. We have  

generously supported the Board of Child Care over these many years and it has brought great joy to all that have participated.  As you 

know, the Board of Child Care (BCC) is an independent children and family focused charity.  Their programs now span across the  

Mid-Atlantic, but they started as three orphanages back at the turn of the 19th century.  The Christmas Offering for the children 

served by BCC dates to 1954, when coin holders that held 10 dimes each were handed out in United Methodist Churches with the 

goal of teaching children to help give back to children who were less fortunate. BCC has certainly grown since 1954, but the  

Christmas Offering is still teaching the same valuable life lesson.  The proceeds from the Christmas Offering are first used to fund the 

holiday celebrations and Christmas presents for those living at BCC.  BCC’s spiritual life team leads programs for the holidays and  

ensures that the message of God’s unconditional love is offered to all.  Personalized gifts from each child’s 

wish list help convey in a tangible way God’s love and grace.  After the needs of the holidays are met,  

donations will be directed to where they are needed most throughout BCC's programs. 
Please consider once again donating to help show God’s love to a youth and his or her family in need.  You 
can also donate online from your computer or phone at boardofchildcare.org/christmas/. 

Blessings, 

 
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!xV5bQ0bEAm0wCkJRa1kEuc90yVRrs5WHWetumq5VkP0ZqywcMLDGCYT6lAxZJJm5g
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Aldersgate 2021 Youth Musical Information 

 
Aldersgate 2021 Youth Musical CANCELLED. 

 BUT SAVE THE DATE - We WILL be back! 

Aldersgate Youth Players Auditions in December 2021  

and  

Performances March 4, 5 & 6, 2022 

As much as we would love to hold auditions in December and perform in March 2021, our primary 
concern is the health and well-being of our amazing Cast & Crew, and our loyal Angels and Audience 
members. So we’ll be taking this year off, but we will come back even better and stronger in 2022! 

In the meantime, please wear your masks, social distance, and wash your hands.  If we all continue to 
do our part, we will soon be able to gather together again. I look forward to making some wonderful 
new memories and friendships when we begin to create our 14th musical  together starting next  
December! 

Sending each of you grace & peace and wishing you a blessed holiday season, 

         Janet Atwater 
                                                                              Director 
 

 
Tom and Barbara Lugg  December 16               53 years 
 
Allen and Jean Peddrick   December 24               54 years 

Congratulations on the baptism of  

James David Werner IV (JD), 

son of Amber and David Werner, November 15, 2020  

Dear Congregation of Aldersgate, 
I would like to say a very big “Thank You, all!” for my letters, cards, gifts, and the generous contributions 
that were given  to me.  I really appreciate them. 
I will miss you all and until we meet again… 
Danielle 
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Finance Update: Today & Tomorrow  

            For some of us, 2021 cannot come soon enough.  Obviously, this year has had its 
share of challenges, sadness, and loss.  As we just finished our 2021 Stewardship  
Campaign, we look towards not only the joy of Advent but a new year in 2021.  If you have 
not submitted your pledge card for next year, I ask that you please do so.  The importance 
isn’t just in your loving and generous contribution, but it also helps us as a church to plan 

better for 2021.  For those of you who have submitted your pledge card- THANK YOU VERY MUCH!!! 

            As we close out 2020 let us not forget about today.  Your giving for 2020 is still needed and deeply  
appreciated.  I know that not being at Aldersgate the building as we are all used to can throw off our  
routines of tithing.  Do not fear- there is still time to give for 2020!  Please do your part to give what you have 
pledged, it makes a difference. 

            Speaking of giving, I know that I always mention the easy ways to give- your pledge envelope, online, 
text, and ACH.  However, there are other ways to give as well.  A dear friend of mine at Aldersgate reminded 
me of QCD (Qualified Charitable Distribution).  It’s a simple option where you can pay via check from an IRA 
or 401k without paying taxes on the withdrawal.  I mention this as there are many ways to give to Aldersgate, 
and if you have a method you prefer please feel free to share- others might use it as well! 

            As always, I cannot thank you enough for your support.  As 2021 approaches I ask that you remember 
your plans for tithing, prayer, witness, presence, and service.  Your acts make a significant difference in this 

world, country, and community both today and days to come.        

 Taber Smith 

Friendship House Advent Calendar 

This December, Friendship House is inviting the community to participate in our Advent Calendar! Our goal is to create 
fun, interactive activities that will get you and your family into the holiday spirit and involved in the community. Each 
Wednesday, the calendar is centered around one of the four advent themes – Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace. These days are 
noted on our calendar in green. Every Sunday, there is a Bible verse noted in red. All other days are noted in blue and are 
filled with a variety of activities, including researching Delaware statics on homelessness, collecting items to donate, and 
interacting with our Facebook posts. We would like to thank you in advance for any items that you donate to FH! We are 
accepting donations of clothing and shoes at our Clothing Bank. All other donations, such as masks and food items, can be 
donated to one of our four Empowerment Centers. The hours and locations are listed below. You’re welcome to donate 
items throughout Advent, hold all items and donate them at the end of Advent, or donate them in the new year. Updates 
about our holiday hours will be posted on our Facebook page, Friendship House of Wilmington Delaware. You can also 
follow us on Instagram friendship_house_de.  
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UMW Pecan and Chocolate Sale  

ALL SOLD OUT-THANK YOU 

 
UMW Virtual Epiphany Program & General Meeting 

Monday, January 4th at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 

Musical program, Christmas Music with the Atwaters. Janet Atwater and  
family members will present a program of secular and religious music.  All 
women are invited to celebrate Epiphany as Aldersgate’s United Methodist 
Women!  
 

                            
 
UMW Officer installation and pledge service will also be held. The Link for 
the Zoom Epiphany Meeting is: 
 
Epiphany Zoom Meeting 
When Mon Jan 4, 2021 7p.m. – 9p.m. Eastern Time - New York 

Kathryn Daum is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/2446692424?pwd=MElRSHZUME9MYWhOQjA1Ym9YQjJOdz09 
Meeting ID: 244 669 2424 
Passcode: 1Veze1 

Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline 

Film Screening and Reflection 

Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in 
Schools 

Tuesday, December 8 
6-8  PM ET 

Register for this event at 

http://umw.convio.net/site/

MessageViewer?

em_id=5589.0&dlv_id=9282 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F2446692424%3Fpwd%3DMElRSHZUME9MYWhOQjA1Ym9YQjJOdz09&sa=D&ust=1606318376292000&usg=AOvVaw11n1FqfkgZVfCFKFKxComU
http://umw.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=5589.0&dlv_id=9282
http://umw.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=5589.0&dlv_id=9282
http://umw.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=5589.0&dlv_id=9282
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Children’s Ministries News 

Advent Workshop Update 
 

 Due to the Covid-19 pandemic understandably we are not able to hold our in-person  
annual Advent Workshop this year yet we have an alternative for our families! Please plan to 
receive a special package with an Advent Calendar, Advent Wreath Craft and an Angel craft! 
Please let me know if you would like to continue to receive these family activities or if you know 
someone that would like to be added to these mailings by contacting me by email    
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or calling the church office 302-478-2575, ext. 118 or cell 302
- 562-5808. We can also arrange for these activities and larger items to be picked up at the church or dropped off at 
your home. 

We will share an Advent activity related to Adam Hamilton’s Incarnation – Rediscovering the Significance of  
Christmas to do together with your family each week included in the weekly email and worship bulletin. All you need is 
a printer, paper and crayons/markers/colored pencils. 
 
Week 1 - Hope - Make an advent wreath and add a leaf and candle each week 
Week 2 - Peace - Spiral Ornament (ribbon, scissors, & hole punch) 
Week 3 - Joy - God is with me journal 
Week 4 - Love - Solve the Puzzle 
  
Please contact me with your fun/creative ideas, planning and participation for Children’s Ministry future events! With 
God’s help and through prayer we GATHER as God’s people, GROW in faith and love, and GO into the world as Jesus’ 
disciples. Aldersgate’s Children’s Ministry mission is to endeavor to order our lives after the example of Christ; to  
nurture children in the knowledge and love of God; and to surround them with steadfast love. Our over-all goal is to 
establish our Christian faith within the experience of our Aldersgate faith community. 
Sharon Jennelly 

 Children’s Church Crafts at Home 

I continue to pray for everyone especially our most precious children while we all continue to stay as 
safe as possible during these Covid challenging times. We are sending activities to each family with  
children and may have already received Pumpkin Prayer Bookmarks and an Inspirational Thanksgiving 
Wreath to do together. I do hope you and the family find these activities most meaningful. 

Christmas Eve Services 

In this season of Advent leading to the celebration of Christ’s Birth, Aldersgate is mindful of the safety of the staff and 

congregation.  We are still in the midst of planning  for our Aldersgate Family to safely celebrate Christmas Eve. Please 

STAY TUNED for more information. 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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Aldersgate Preschool is running very smoothly and we are ALL in the routine of our safe Covid-19 plans. We do have one 
opening left in the Toddler Class (18 months old by Sept. 2020) Tuesday/Thursday class! We are so thankful for all of 
God’s blessings and very thankful for our teachers and our wonderful families! We are also very thankful to be able to 
provide a loving, safe and quality preschool program to the community especially during this pandemic. 
 

COVID-19 Child Care Plans  + Thank you to our families for following all the safety and health precautions. The teachers 
are doing a fabulous job properly wearing masks, temperature checks, washing hands, cleaning and  disinfecting   
everything all while teaching and connecting with the children. The Pre-K children especially are also doing a great job 
properly wearing their masks, getting their temperature taken, washing their hands and following the precautions all 
while playing, learning and having fun at preschool. 
 

We require all ADULTS to wear a mask at arrival and when picking up their children. We have updated our procedures to 
warrant immediate removal from the program if a mask is not worn at arrival or pickup. Thank you for your  
understanding, caring and for supporting the safety and health of all of our children, families and teachers. 
 

We are prepared if a child/staff in the program tests positive for COVID-19. Please ask Sharon to send you the Effective 
Response details if you are interested. The teachers are prepared to send the Zoom invitations to the families if we need 
to quarantine. The PreK class with Mrs. Cannon/Rachel would Zoom at 
10am-10:30am and the Toddler Class with  
Shannon McKenna/Beth Ann would Zoom at 10:30am-10:45am. 
Blessings, 

Update 

 

 

 

 

November 11, 2020 

 
Emily Green and The Aldersgate Youth Group 
Aldersgate UMC 
2313 Concord Pike 
Wilmington, DE  19807 

 
Dear Emily and the Aldersgate Youth Group, 

“This service that you perform is not only supplying the 
needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many  

expressions of thanks to God.” 2 Cor. 9:12 

Thank you so much for your amazing donation of  
supplies to the Urban Promise School! Pens and crayons, 
white boards and dry erase markers, note cards and 
hand sanitizer, and more!! We are overwhelmed by your 
love and generosity. 

Just so you know, our UPS students are attending 
school virtually from home right now, and our teachers 
are so thankful to be able to deliver these supplies to 
their homes. They can use the white boards and  
markers to show their work in their zoom classroom. 

Teachers are hanging on to the hand sanitizer in 
preparation for when we resume to school in 
person. 

We pray that you are having a great school year, also! Hang in 
there during these challenging times. God is with us! Thank 
you, again, for these beautiful acts of love for our children and 
families!     

 
May God bless you, 

Lori McClain UrbanPromise Wilmington 484-643-2911  
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Each plant is $10.00 Please make checks payable to Aldersgate UMC. 

Purchased poinsettias may be picked up Sunday December 27 from 12 p.m.—1 p.m. or 

call the office to make arrangements. DEADLINE: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13. 
 

Given by: ________________________________ Phone: __________________ 

For accounting purposes, please enclose payment & order form in an envelope, 
SEPARATE from your offering. Thanks! 

 

Plant #1: Please Circle: In “Memory of” or In “Honor of” 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Plant #2: Please Circle: In “Memory of” or In “Honor of” 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Plant #3: Please Circle: In “Memory of” or In “Honor of” 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Plant #4: Please Circle: In “Memory of” or In “Honor of” 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Plant #5: Please Circle: In “Memory of” or In “Honor of” 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

_____ I will pick up my poinsettia order 
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Temporary Worship Schedule 

Streaming online on Sundays at  

11 a.m. 
You can find the live stream   

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/   

 

Or YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w  

and hit the subscribe button.  

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

