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A significant place where disciples are made
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Henry Wadsworth Longfellow may have been the most skillful person of literature who ever lived. His
ability to portray life in one of the most beautiful fashions ever devised — poetry — is illustrated in his
masterful, “The Song of Hiawatha.” Longfellow was a legend in his own lifetime. He is known in many circles
as “The Children’s Poet.” During his last years, in many schools, his birthday was a holiday and children
were excused from classes. Tragedy struck in his home on July 9, 1861. His wife, Fanny, was near an open
window sealing locks of her daughter’s hair in a packet, using hot sealing wax. It was never known whether
a spark from a match or the sealing wax was the cause, but suddenly her dress caught fire and she was
engulfed in flames. Longfellow, sleeping in the next room, was awakened by her screams and dashed in and
was severely burned on his face and hands as he tried desperately to extinguish the flames and save his
wife. He was burned so badly he could not attend her funeral. He seemed to lock the anguish within his
soul. However, his family could see it in his eyes. They observed his long periods of silence. His white beard,
so identified with him, was one of the results of the tragedy — the burn scars on his face made shaving
almost impossible. Even the literary giant, Longfellow needed the peace that only God can give to his
children. With the loss of his wife, only two and one half years earlier, and the tragedy abounding in his
own country, on Christmas day, in 1863, he tried desperately to reflect on the joys of the season. Although
not a hymn writer, the poem that he wrote on that day was later set to music by Englishman John Calkin.
The result is one of our most popular Christmas carols.
“I heard the bells on Christmas day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat
Of peace on earth, good will to men.”
As he came to the third stanza, he was stopped by the thought of the condition of his beloved country. The
Civil War was in full swing. The battle of Gettysburg was not more than six months past. Days looked dark,
and he probably asked himself the question, “How can the last phrase of those stanzas be true in this
war-torn country, where brother fights against brother and father against son?” However, he kept writing:
“And in despair I bowed my head,
‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said,
“For hate is strong, and mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.”
Then, as every Christian should do, he turned his thoughts to the one who solves all problems. Those lofty
thoughts gave rise to:
“Then pealed the bells more loud and deep,
God is not dead, nor doth he sleep,
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
With peace on earth, good will to men.”
I pray these words bring you peace this Christmas season and that you receive that which you need for
Christmas.

From the Penningtons to all of you, Merry Christmas!

Pastor Chris, Christy, James Connor, Keila and Nicholas
Share The Journey.

From Your Lay Leaders
Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton

layleader@aldersgatede.org

Unwrap the True Meaning of Christmas
Did you know that the United Methodist Church is going on the road
with a True Meaning of Christmas Tour? The van, dressed in wrapped
packages, will make 21 stops in 23 days to help raise awareness of
United Methodist worship opportunities during Advent. The tour will
reach out to spread joy and support local outreach initiatives in the
area churches. Unfortunately, the closest the tour will get to us is
Washington, D.C., so we’ll have to work on unwrapping the True
Meaning of Christmas for ourselves! What are you going to do to point your family and yourself in this direction?
My personal goal for the season is “Buy less, enjoy more!” I am looking forward to the Not A Silent Night Advent
study with Pastor Chris, supporting Christmas Joy (including at the Pizza SUP on Nov.27), visiting with friends and
family, playing in the Christmas concert on December 10 at 4 p.m., and celebrating the Advent season at church
every Sunday, especially Christmas Eve! Please join me and see if we can unwrap the True Meaning of Christmas
together!

Next
SUP
Crazy Ladies
On Monday, November 27 we will celebrate Seasons
Pizza SUP. Plan to join us to kick off the Advent season
and enjoy food and fellowship in the Auditorium,
5 – 7 p.m. In support of the Christmas Joy program,
please bring hats, gloves, scarves or long underwear
to warm those in need. We will also accept financial
donations to help with any unfilled wishes. At the
same event, we will be signing cards for shut-in and
homebound members.

Plarn Mats For the Homeless
Project
Thanks to all of you who brought in plastic bags for
the Crazy Ladies of Aldersgate, so we could work on
making "plarn" (plastic yarn) mats for the homeless
as our project this year. We are still working away,
and will have some to show you next year. We don't
need any more of your plastic bags, so please
resume recycling them at your local grocery store
bins. Many thanks for helping us out!

Please continue to support our pastors and church
staff with your prayers. Also, pray for the 2018
confirmation class members. If you have special
prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew
cards during worship at all services, or send a
message to Pastor Don or one of us.
Betsy and Ferris
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Music Notes
“Please come join us for this very special musical program on December 10th at 4 p.m. Beautiful Christmas
music will be presented by all of our ensembles. We welcome our guests from Hockessin UMC as well as an
outstanding orchestra.”
Additionally:


The Aldersgate Brass and the Gateway Ringers will be providing music at the December 10th
11 a.m. Traditional Service.



Janet Atwood and David Lockart will be singing at the Sunday, December 24th morning Service.

Sunday December 10, 2017
4 p.m.
Aldersgate United Methodist Church
2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 19803

“A Christmas Celebration” featuring
the combined choirs of Aldersgate
and Hockessin UMC
accompanied by an
orchestra
Additional selections by
The Journey Band, Aldersgate Brass,
Gateway Ringers, Junior Choir,
Vocal Impact and Grace Notes
Questions? Please call (302) 478-2575
A love offering will be taken for this concert.
Please visit our web site at www.aldersgatede.org

Share the Journey
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FALL CLEANUP of the church grounds a SUPER SUCCESS!
Sponsored by the Caring for Creation Team and led by the Youth and Generation Go Classes several bags of
trash, a few bags of recyclables, and four large barrels of weeds and brush were collected on November 12.
Thirty enthusiastic workers of a wide variety of ages accomplished all this in less than an hour. Aldersgate’s
little corner of the Creation is now cleaner and healthier.

A BIG THANK YOU to all participants!

Some of the group posed during a break in the action.

The Merrimakers Clown Ministry Waves Goodbye
By Nancy Hough
“To everything there is a season …” and one day, that season ends. In October 2005,
the Merrimakers Clown Ministry was started with 11 clowns from Aldersgate and the
surrounding area. Our ministry as “caring clowns” was to serve organizations with joy,
both as a group and as individuals. As a group, we participated in church activities,
performed skits at the United Cerebral Palsy day camp, did crafts with residents of
Maris Grove Rose Court, and visited many other non-profit organizations serving
special needs in our community. As individuals we visited hospitals and nursing
homes. In 2008, we earned a Governor’s Award. At our peak, we had 30 clowns, but
as time progressed, new people were not interested, and God called many of our members to his eternal service
or to other priorities in their lives. So this month our ministry has officially ended. The legacy of reaching out with
joy and smiles remains, so please share your smile or a hug with someone today.

Share the Journey
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Finance Update from the Finance Committee
Chair – John Prince (2020)
Matt Anderson (2018)
Ferris Wharton (2018)
Bill Holloway (2018)
Dorothy Whiteman (2019)
Brett Landis (2019)
Janeen Ernst (2019)
Preston Cooper (2020)
Dennis Snyder (2020)
LisaAnn Trembath (2020)

Ex Officio:
Pastor – Chris Pennington
SPRC – Mike Pittenger/Jennifer Pendley
Trustees – Jonathan Dyke
Treasurer – Lynette Kenton
Business Administrator – Kevin Botbyl
Lay Leader – Ferris Wharton
(Parentheses indicate term expiration)

Our annual Stewardship Campaign has started, and you should have received a letter in the mail by
now. Please prayerfully consider your commitments to Aldersgate and return your Financial Commitment
Card to us on as soon as possible. There is a supply of blank Financial Commitment Cards in the Narthex
for your convenience and the form is available on the Aldersgate web site home page.
Relative to income. we have hit a bit of a lull in contributions as they are 7% lower than last year at
the end of October. However, Building Income is well ahead of last year and is making up for the shortfall.
Preschool (the other big source of income) is tracking about the same as last year.
Expenses are about 3% lower than last October which is good considering we had a financial audit
this year and a significant amount of building repairs completed.
Aldersgate is committed to being responsible stewards of the funds donated.

Greetings from Pastor Anna Cottom
The season of Joy is quickly approaching. Many of us will have friends and family
and festivities during the coming months. I am always reluctant to assume that everybody has this opportunity. I know the one thing that I must be
conscious of is those who have no friends or family to visit. In some cases, this is a matter of choice.
In my capacity at Aldersgate, one of my responsibilities is to visit the shut ins. There are many people who need visits
and Pastor Don has been a faithful servant of God in this regard. It is my intention to do at least one third of what he
does. So, I ask for your prayers that I will be able to live up to that task.
Additionally, Pastor Chris has asked us to deliver sermons to the 9 a.am. traditional service. I am happy to see many
supportive faces and would like to encourage everyone to stop by that service occasionally, if not regularly. If that’s
not possible, please keep the ministry team in your prayers as we seek to do the will of God to the best of our ability.
Thank you for your support and encouragement.

Pastor Anna
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Calling All Budding Young Actors
There will be a Nativity Pageant at the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve Service. If your child is interested in participating by being Joseph, Mary, the Angel, one of the 3 Wiseman, a
Shepherd, Angels of the Children’s Choir, or an animal (sheep, cow, camel, or donkey),
please contact sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or 302-478-2575 ext. 118 and plan to arrange a time be fitted
for your part before planning to arrive by 3:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve.

Student and Children’s Ministries
Advent Workshop
All ages are invited for a light lunch, make and/or lead a table with
Christmas crafts while enjoying this tradition at Aldersgate!
December 3, First Sunday of Advent, Noon-3p.m., Fellowship Hall
Contact Sharon Jennelly for craft donations and helpers.

RSVP: Email, call or sign up in the church office names and ages of those
attending.
Light lunch provided- ($ donations being accepted.) Of course we will be
baking and decorating those delicious Christmas cookies!

Student Ministry has an exciting event that they would like to invite you to! On December 13 from 6-7:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall there will be a mission trip dinner and meeting. We want to say thanks for all of
Aldersgate’s continued support of the youth ministry mission trips, and to do this we’re hosting a dinner. At the
dinner, you will have a chance to talk with students from past mission trips and hear from them about why
they love going on these trips and what kind of impact they can make in their lives. At the end of the dinner,
we will have a meeting about the upcoming mission trip to Providence, RI and reveal the location of the 2019
mission trip as well. We would love for you to come out and be a part of this, and if you’re interested in joining
us on our future trips this is a great chance to hear from students.
This fall, Impact has been meeting on Wednesday nights from 7-8 p.m. and some of our students are singing
with the adult choir afterward. In December, we will only meet on December 6 and 20. We will have our
Impact Christmas party on the 20th. Also, the Youth Rally is just around the corner. If you’re going on the
Youth Rally, please turn in your money by December 10.

Have a Merry Christmas,
Adam West
Share the Journey
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Aldersgate 2018 Youth Musical Auditions

Saturday, December 2, 2017
1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 3, 2017 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Location: Aldersgate Music Center & Bell Choir Room
Anyone in 2nd grade or older is eligible to audition.
There are MANY singing AND non-singing roles.
Please bring a completed audition form along with a photo of yourself to the audition.
Audition forms can be found on the Bulletin Board by the Music Center or online at
www.aldersgatede.org
You will be asked to sing “Its Showtime” or “Best Friends” from the show,
and/or a brief song of your choice. You may also be asked to read from the script.
You can sign up for an audition time at Signup Genius using the link below
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fa8a72ca6f94-audition2
As many as three (3) people can sign up in each time slot. You MUST Sign up for an Audition
time. Anyone who does not sign up in advance will not be guaranteed an audition.
*If you are unable to access the Signup Genius form or cannot attend the auditions, but would
like to be in the show, please contact Mrs. Atwater to arrange an audition at
Janet@JanetAtwater.com.

Rehearsals will begin on Saturday, January 6, 2018. Most rehearsals will be on Sundays, although
there will be some Saturday rehearsals and additional days as needed.

2018 Performances
Friday, March 2nd @ 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 3rd @ 2 p.m. & Sunday, March 4th @ 2 p.m.
For questions or more information, contact Janet Atwater: Janet@JanetAtwater.com

Share the Journey
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Reaching out in Hospitality
at Church

December

Last summer the following letter and response were
printed in the “Dear Annie” newspaper column. It is a
timely guide to the ways we reach out in hospitality here at
Aldersgate, and is reprinted by permission from Annie
Lane.

James and Dorothy Titlow
Mark and Emily Glading
Thomas and Barbara Lugg

December 5 64 years
December 6 20 years
December 16 50 years

Dear Annie:
I am writing in response to the letter from “Mary,” the
person who is offended by her good friend’s interrupting
their personal conversations at church to greet others.
There is a difference between hospitality and fellowship.
When we are in a place of gathering, especially at church,
and there is a good possibility of newcomers in our midst,
we exercise hospitality. When we are in a group and know
everyone in the group, we exercise fellowship.

Ida Laura Beacom

October 27, 2017

Raymond Holland

November 2, 2017

Ruth Lambright

November 7, 2017

Before or after church is probably not the best time for
deep personal conversations. Instead, hospitality toward
the newer folks should be the rule. Please advise the
writer to be hospitable to others at church, especially those
who may be less than comfortable. There is a time and
place for friends to visit, but church may not be that place.
Focus outward, not inward, during these conversations.
Dear BJEC:
I appreciate your insight, and I feel you’ve offered a
nuanced, accurate reading of the situation. I’ve passed it
along to “Mary” for consideration.

Vocal Impact singing during the Journey
Service on Sunday, October 29.

Meet Aldersgate’s New Member – John Kegelman
John is the oldest of ten siblings, and he retired five years ago
from a long career at Hercules in Information Technology. He has two adult
daughters, Laura and Michelle, who both
live in the
Wilmington area. John is engaged to
Aldersgate member Susan Reader, and they
are planning a Spring wedding here at
Aldersgate. John enjoys golf, hiking and travel. Susan and John
hope to visit a National Park in each of the 50 states.
Share the Journey
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Messenger Articles
Articles for the Messenger are usually due on
the 15th of each month. Articles can be
emailed to messenger@aldersgatede.org or to
Preston Cooper (maryandpres@gmail.com) or
Kathy Daum (daumhf@comcast.net).
Articles for the January Messenger will be due
by December 13th so that the Messenger will
be completed before Christmas.
December 2017

You’ve heard the phrase “Stop and smell the roses,” right? Well, if you have been around the church recently, you have
not smelled any roses, but fresh paint certainly was in the air. We would like to say a hearty “Thank You” to Jeff Ingman
of Ingman Painting for his generosity in painting the exterior trim. It was a substantial undertaking and we appreciate all
of the effort and time he put into the project. What a difference it makes to the overall appearance of our already
impressive facility! Thank you, Jeff.

December Luncheon
Tuesday, December 19th

CHILI & CHOCOLATE & …

At 11:45 a.m.

ONE-BITE SNACKS

The program for the UMM meeting on Tuesday, December
19th will be Pat Goodman, a lady of the arts who sings
songs and writes poetry. She will lead us in singing some
Christmas songs.

Cook-off Social Evening on 1/27/18, 5 p.m.
Yes, the mystery rotating category this year will be
one-bite snacks.

Pat is a widowed mother, grandmother and soon-to-be
great grandmother who is retired from a large horse
business she and her orthodontist husband ran for 40 years
on their farm in Chadds Ford, PA. She is now a DE resident,
a neighbor of Tom and Mary Short, a published poet and
an active singer in her retirement community. Her
inspiration comes mainly from the natural world she loves.

Maximum of 3 ingredients. Fit in a 2-oz soufflé cup
(i.e., one-bite size). Sweet or savory … soft or crunchy
… cooked or assembled … use your
imagination!
(Question? ask Jeff Walters, John Jennelly, Kristin
Lefebvre).

The Methodist Men’s luncheon and meeting will be
Tuesday, December 19 at 11:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.
This is a great season to fellowship and sing the Christmas
favorites. All visitors and guests are welcome.

Share the Journey

Anyone can enter … chili, a chocolate creation, and/or
one-bite snacks. (The evening is fun and social, rather
than seriously competitive).
Though, perhaps YOU will win the honor of wearing a
… SOMBRERO OF GLORY!!
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United Methodist Women Upcoming Events

UMW Cookie Walk - December 9th at 9 a.m. in the Auditorium
Fill a box of homemade Christmas cookies for only $12! There will be other baked
goods, pecans, crafts and “New to You” Christmas decorations for purchase.
Proceeds support missions for women and children.

Calling All Bakers Cookies are needed for the UMW Cookie Walk to be a success! Anyone can bake, not just
UWM members. Please bring cookies to the auditorium on Friday, December 8th before
4 p.m. or Saturday, December 9th between 7 and 8:30 a.m.

UMW Epiphany Program & General Meeting Monday, January 8th at 6 p.m. In the Auditorium. Musical program, "Music with Mark Sobol". Mark Sobol,
Aldersgate's Organist, will present a program of jazz
secular and religious music. All women are invited to celebrate Epiphany as
Aldersgate's United Methodist Women!
A light supper will be served. UMW officer installation and pledge service will also be
held. Please sign up in the Auditorium after services on December 10th and 17th. As a
winter mission project we will be collecting a love offering for mission work.

UMW Pecan Sale UMW will be selling pecans after each service while supplies last. Pecans are $11.75 a pound and come fresh from the
grower in halves and pieces. Orders may be placed with circle leaders or with Laura Parrish (302-477- 1718).

Aldersgate’s Got Talent

community.

And we hope you were with us to see
it at the Gala on Friday night,
November 3, 2017. There was
singing, dancing in the aisles and
some heavy-duty bidding going on.
Food was a mixture of homemade
favorites with some catering assistance from William Penn High
School’s Culinary students. With
Emcee Scott Lugar, it was indeed
another night to remember.

Be sure to patronize those businesses
in our community who helped us
make this happen. They are:

Hedgerow Theatre
Resident Ensemble Players
Wilmington Drama League
Brandywiners LTD
University of Delaware Music
People's Light
Media Theatre
Delaware Theatre Company
Anthony's Coal Fired Pizza
Delaware Children's Museum
On the money raising side; we
Hagley Museum and Library
brought in just over $8,000.00 to be
distributed to Neighborhood House in Pizza By Elizabeths
Wilmington (25%), Our Youth for the Le Shio
Cyntaya Welch
Missions Trip this coming
Moore Brothers
summer (25%) with the remainder
Pagave Salon & Spa
going to the Aldersgate Mission Budg- Brandywine Prime
et.
House of Watches
Pickles n' Chips
Thanks to the many who planned,
Hollywood Grill
sought items to auction, donated
Wilmington Blue Rocks
items, cooked, served, sang and
BBC Tavern and Grill
committed to a fun night and raising American Bread Company LLC (Panera)
needed dollars for us and the
Ponte's Auto Care
Share the Journey
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WaWa, Inc
Historic Red Clay Valley, Inc
Herman's Quality Meat
Shoppe
Sweettopia LLC
Wegman”s
Fairfax Hardware
Odessa National Golf Course
De La Couer
Initials, Inc.
Bellefonte Café
Phillies
New Candlelight Theatre
Lu La Roe Betsy Burke
Peter Kate
Strasburg Railroad
Breger Flowers
Fa's Healing Studio
Continental Jewelers
Winterthur Museum, Garden
El Diablo
Lane Roofing
Services Unlimited
Delaware Museum of Natural History
Delaware 87ers
Diamond Chemical
Corning Museum of Glass
Nitasha Smith
Cajun Sno
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ORDERS CAN BE SUBMITTED NOV. 26TH THROUGH DEC. 17TH
Each plant is $10.00

Please make checks payable to Aldersgate UMC.

Purchased poinsettias may be picked up from the Narthex following
any service on Christmas Eve. DEADLINE: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17TH

Name: ___________________________________ Phone: __________________
# of Plants: _____

Total Amount Enclosed: ($10/plant): ___________________

Plant #1: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Plant #2: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Plant #3: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Plant #4: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
For accounting purposes, please enclose payment & order form in a pew envelope,
SEPARATE from your offering. Thanks!
Share the Journey
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Worship Services

10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary - Unified Worship Service
4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary - Family Christmas Eve Service
8:30 p.m. in the Chapel - Communion
9:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary -Traditional Christmas Eve
Service

Pastor Chris’ Message

1

Lay Leaders’ Message

2

Music Notes and Christmas Concert

3

Caring for Creation

4

Finance Committee

5

Student and Children’s Ministries

6

2018 Youth Musical Auditions

7

Life Celebrations

8

United Methodist Men

9

United Methodist Women

10

Autumn Gala Thank You

10

Christmas Poinsettia Order Form
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Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made!
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

