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“The Word became flesh and blood,                   
and moved into the neighborhood.”  

John 1:14 The Message 

The season of Advent, the four Sundays leading up to Christmas Day, is a special time for                      
believers. It challenges us to pause and remember the hope we have during a stressful season 
that all too often emphasizes greed and money. Advent allows us the time and space to refocus 
our hearts and minds on Jesus-the true hope of the season. The observation of Advent is a gift, a 
time to reflect, meditate, and pray, asking God to do a great work in our hearts as we remember 
anew the great gift given to us through his Son. We observe Advent because God expects            
something amazing to happen in our lives at Christmas. 

Our theme and Advent Bible study of Under Wraps reflects how the character of God,                        
communicated through the Old Testament, is revealed completely and perfectly in Jesus.                  
Together we will see specifically how four characteristics of God ... 

God is expectant; 

God is dangerous; 

God is jealous; 

God is faithful; 

are described in the Old Testament and then revealed through Jesus and the time he spent here 
on earth. 

Jesus-God under wraps-took on human flesh and came to live among us to show us who God is 
and what he is like. And he came on a mission-to rescue us and redeem us so that we could            
fully know God and be known by him.  

I pray your Advent season and certainly your Christmas are full of the hope that is the gift of 
Christ. 

Merry Christmas!! 

From Christy, James Connor, Keila, Nicholas and Pastor Chris 
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Check your calendar and mark the following dates to have your photo 

taken for our upcoming 65th Anniversary Pictorial Directory—Don’t be 

left out! 

 Thursday, December 1, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Friday, December 2, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Saturday, December 3, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Wednesday, December 28, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

 Thursday, December 29, 2016—8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 137, 132, 136, 138 

Thanks to Tim & Jackie Young for heading up this church-wide effort! You can sign up online at www.aldersgatede.org 

or at the information table after worship.  Sign up soon so you can be sure to get your preferred time slot! 

United Methodist Men Luncheon & Program                             
Tuesday December 20 in Fellowship Hall                                                                          
Lunch at 11:45 a.m.—Program follows 

David Lockart, our Director of Traditional Music will be             
speaking at the monthly United Methodist Men luncheon 
meeting.  

David brings a wealth of musical talent to our church. David 
attended Concord High School and continued his music                         
education at Westminister Choir College and the University of 
Illinois. 

David is calling his presentation "How Music Found Me." Join in 
the Fellowship Hall at about 11:45 a.m. for lunch and to learn 
more about a most interesting journey of this talented                     
musician and wonderful person. 
 
Make reservations now and select the kind of sub sandwich 
you prefer—ham, roast beef, Italian or turkey. Orders should 
be in by Tuesday, December 13. Leave your sandwich order in 
the Hub, respond to the One 
Call invitation or email 
UMM@aldersgatede.org. Bob 
Hawkins is the UMM                 
president this year.  
 

A Blast From the Past—Royal Receives Retirement Wishes 

Hi Cap! I’ve had you on my mind as I think your retirement time is fast approaching! Correct? Just wanted you to know you will be 
in my prayers. You have meant so much to Aldersgate over many years and I’m very grateful for the privilege God gave me to work 
in partnership with you. You were always there for me and your tenure flows through MANY of us who were pastors at Aldersgate 
as well as many people in lay leadership. Your wisdom, experience, and dedication to Christ and his church has been exemplary. 
Please know of my love and appreciation. Looking forward to times together now in retirement (whenever we finally do it!!). Give 
my love to Jane. Peace, my brother, and God’s many blessings! 

May the winds of God’s Spirit bless you with abiding joy and peace! 

Jonathan 

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Baker,                                                                                       
Global Ministries Missionary to the Central Congo Episcopal Area             
1980 Odessa Circle, The Villages, FL 32162 

 

 

Monday, November 28 Seasons Pizza SUP 

Plan to join us to kickoff the Advent season and enjoy food 
and fellowship in the Auditorium, 5 – 7 p.m. In support of the 
Christmas Joy program, please bring toiletry items for        
Sojourners Place. The need is for personal items like                     
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, body wash or soap,              
deodorant, combs and brushes, for the people they serve. At 
the same event, we will be signing cards for shut-in and    
homebound members. 

Remember, we want to support you in your Christian walk. If 
you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the 
pew cards during worship at all services, or send a message to 
Pastor Don or one of us. 

Taber Smith and Betsy Diemer, layleader@aldersgatede.org 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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GROWing In Christian Faith 
Ellen Leonzio, GROW Team Leader 

 
From: United Methodist Questions, United Methodist Answers" by F. Belton Joyner, Jr. 

 
Chapter 7—Worship and Sacraments. Worship is the focus of this article. Author Joyner visited six United Methodist church              
services—within a few miles of each other and described the elements of each service:  

1) Praise band 

2) Traditional service 

3) Call and response shouts of encouragement to the preacher 

4) Participating in the weekly practice of communion 

5) Very informal service – with congregation singing “Happy Birthday”  

6) Long procession followed by choir singing an introit in Latin and congregation following the             
order of service from their hymnal 

Author Joyner completed each description with “God Was Present”. The word “Worship” comes from the Anglo-Saxton word 
“woerthan” meaning “to declare worth”. The word became “worth-ship” and later changed to “worship”, which was much easier 
to say. 

Worship is a way of saying “God is No.1” . Nothing, and no one is more important than God. We come to church to serve God – 
God does not serve us. John Wesley believed Christians needed the support of other Christians to keep their faith on track, to hear 
the scriptures and share communion to refuel their faith. 

The United Methodist Hymnal outlines a basic pattern for worship (pp. 2-5). The Articles of Religion state “it is not necessary that 
rites and ceremonies should in all places be the same.” The counsel of the Confession of Faith states; “[public worship] may be 
modified by the church according to circumstances and the needs of [the people].”  On the other hand, the Articles of Religion also 
states that any person who purposely breaks the rites and ceremonies of the church should be “openly rebuked”.  God’s Word 
through the scriptures is the main focus of Worship.   

God’s Word is also expressed through song. Methodists have been known for their singing since they began as a movement within 
the Anglican Church in the 1700’s.  Methodists were once called the “shoutin’ Methodists” – if you went past a Methodist Church 
during one of their worship services you could hear loud singing and shouts of “hallelujah”, “Praise the Lord” or “Amen”.                   

Hymn-singing was an important part of the tradition of camp meetings and revival services common in the 19th century. Charles 
and John Wesley recognized that singing was a great way for people to express their love for God, to teach important                  
Biblical principles, and to learn Bible passages. Whether we attend a contemporary service or a traditional service, we are                     
instructed to listen to the words we sing. We are to praise God with our voices, as well as to proclaim the good news that He saves.  
He is worthy to be praised! 

Please Remember Pastor Beverly 

Please add Pastor Beverly Lewis and her husband Glenn to 

your prayer lists. Beverly was diagnosed with Pancreatic cancer 

a few months ago and is currently undergoing chemotherapy 

treatment. She has good days and bad ones, as you may                

expect. If you’d like to send a card their address is: 

47 Appleby Rd. 

New Castle, DE 19720 

 

I’m sure they would love to hear from you! 

Jesus is the           

Reason for 

the SEason 
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NEW Christmas Eve Worship Schedule  

 4 p.m. Family Service with Nativity             

Pageant & Candlelight featuring the      

Journey Band  

  7:30 p.m. Communion in Hughes Chapel 

with Pastor Don  

8 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

featuring Choir, Brass and Candlelight  

Calling All Budding Young Actors 

 

There will be a Nativity Pageant at 

the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve Service. If 

your child is interested in                      

participating by being Joseph, Mary, 

the Angel, one of the 3 Wiseman, a Shepherd, more Angels, 

or an animal (sheep, cow, camel, or donkey), please contact   

Sharon at sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org  or                      

302-478-2575 ext. 118 and plan to attend a "dress rehearsal" 

on Sunday, December 11 at 11 a.m. in the Upper Room above 

the Narthex. If you are unable to attend, please contact her  

to arrange another time to practice.  

Advent Workshop 
Sunday, December 4 from 1—3 p.m.                         

Fellowship Hall 

All families are invited for Aldersgate’s         
traditional Advent Workshop. Join us as we  
create memories by making ornaments, baking 
and decorating cookies and having fun together. 

 

 

 

Contact Sharon if you are able to lead a table 
and/or provide about 50 crafts for this event.  

Contact sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or 
302) 478-2575 ext. 118 and be sure to sign up 
in the HUB binder.  

Donations to offset expenses will be accepted.  

     Recognizing Special Volunteers                                                                                                                                                                      

By Betsy Diemer & Taber Smith, Co-Lay Leaders 

 

Betty Moore has served as Membership Secretary for about 20 years. During this time she has kept accurate rec-

ords of our names and addresses, moved all this data into the Servant Keeper database, provided member re-

ports for Charge Conference, and acted with grace and accuracy.  

 

For over 10 years, John Prince has served as Church Treasurer, Columbarium administrator, and IT manager. He has 

been an invaluable staff member, keeping accounts in order and providing clear financial records for the Finance 

Committee and the Lead Team, in addition to working on the church servers, network, and computers. 

Both Betty and John have worked at the church two or three days per week on a regular basis: providing quality 

service without receiving a dime in payment. We salute them this month for the excellence of their work and their 

dedication to Aldersgate. As they retire from their duties we pray for their health and happiness. Please join us in church on Sun-

day, December 18 as we recognize them for their work. 

Peace on earth—goodwill toward all 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
mailto:jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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United Methodist Women 

UMW Cookie Walk—Saturday. December 10.  Doors open at                
9 a.m. Fill a box with homemade Christmas Cookies for $12 per box. 
Cookies, other baked goods, crafts and “New to You” Christmas                  
decorations will also be available for purchase. Proceeds  support            
missions for women, children and youth. 

Please help make this annual community event a huge success by baking cookies for the walk and bringing 
them (labeled “cookie walk”) to the kitchen next to the Auditorium on: 

 Friday, December 9 before 4 p.m. or  

 Saturday, December 10 between 7 and 8:30 a.m.  

UMW Epiphany Program & General Meeting—Monday, January 9 at 6 p.m. in the Auditorium. 
Musical program, “Karols & Jingles & Bells”, presented by the "The Kabaret Krew" featuring 
Becky Kotsifas, Carolyn Peck and Rocky Roland. All women are invited to celebrate Epiphany as      

Aldersgate’s United Methodist Women! 

A  light supper will be served. UMW Officer installation and pledge service will be held. Please 
sign up in the Auditorium after services on December 11 and 18.  

As a winter mission project, we will be collecting women's hygiene products (feminine products, 
dental hygiene products, shampoo, soap, etc.) which will be donated to local shelters who serve 
women & children in need. Please join us for a wonderful evening of fellowship. 

 

Pecan Sale—UMW is selling pecans fresh from the grower in halves and pieces at $11.25 per pound. They will 
be available after services until they are gone or you may place an order with circle leaders or by calling Laura 
Parrish (302-477-1718).  

x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://6
x-apple-data-detectors://6
x-apple-data-detectors://7
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+epiphany&view=detailv2&&id=0B84658908DD8CB8F8807751C9375AFB92E17B12&selectedIndex=0&ccid=Q0KN3DUX&simid=608037512019642907&thid=OIP.M43428ddc35173267f7186e81f3010281H0
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Music Notes: 

GLORIA! You are invited to attend the Aldersgate Christmas Concert, to be presented on December 11 at              
7 p.m. This special concert will feature most of Aldersgate’s many musical ensembles, including the Junior 
Choir, Vocal Impact, the Gateway Ringers, the Aldersgate Brass, and the Chancel Choir. Special guests at this 
concert will be the vocal quintet, Qvinctus. The Chancel Choir will perform Antonio Vivaldi’s “Gloria,” a 12-
movement setting of the Ordinary. We will be joined by an orchestra and two guest soloists, Lauren Conrad, 
soprano, and Joanna Nelson Gates, mezzo soprano.   

We have wonderful music scheduled for the 11 a.m. Traditional Service in the weeks to come. A sampling of 
what we are preparing as we honor God with our music:   

November 20:   The service music will be provided by the Gateway Ringers, and we will also enjoy singing by the Junior and              
  Children’s Choirs.   

November 27: The Aldersgate Brass will be providing much of the service music on this, the first Sunday of Advent. 

December 4:  The Chancel Choir will be joined by cellist Csilla Lakatos in the presentation of a very beautiful choral anthem. 

December 11:  The Gateway Ringers will be presenting three selections during the service, and the Chancel Choir will be       
  providing a taste of what you can expect at that evening’s concert. 

December 18: Several of the Gateway Ringers will be joining the Chancel Choir for their special Christmas anthem. 

December 24: At the 8 p.m. Christmas Eve service, we are planning a wonderful service of Lessons and Carols, and will feature 
  musical offerings by the Gateway Ringers, the Aldersgate Brass, and the Chancel Choir. We will also be singing 
  together some of our favorite Christmas Carols.   

We hope this music will bring you closer to God as together we worship the birth of Christ. Members of these ensembles work 
very hard in rehearsals to bring this music to you, but also know that they all dearly love making music. You can too! If you have 
ever thought about the joy that singing might bring to your life, please contact David Lockart – David.Lockart@aldersgatede.org 
or dlockart@comcast.net.   

We look forward to seeing you in church! 

David Lockart                                                                                         Kurt Collins 

        Director of Traditional Music                                            Organist & Asst. Dir. of Traditional Music  

The Aldersgate Chancel Choir will be singing the National Anthem at the Wilmington Blue Rocks               
baseball game on May 10, 2017. Please see David Lockart (or drop him a note in his mailbox in the 

Hub) for a ticket form. Tickets for this event are $9.00 each. Come join the fun!    

There was a kindly nobleman whose wife had died of an illness leaving 

the nobleman and his three daughters in despair. After losing all his 

money in useless and bad inventions the family had to move into a 

peasant’s cottage, where the daughters did their own cooking, sewing 

and cleaning. 

When it came time for the daughters to marry, the father became even 

more depressed as his daughters could not marry without dowries, 

money and property given to the new husband’s family. 

One night after the daughters had washed out their clothing they hung 

their christmas stockings over the fireplace to dry. That night Saint  

Nicholas, knowing the despair of the father, stopped by the nobleman’s 

house. Looking in the window Saint Nicholas saw that the family had 

gone to bed. He also noticed the daughters stockings. Inspiration struck 

Saint Nicholas and he took three small bags of gold from his pouch and 

threw them one by one down the chimney and they landed in the 

stockings. 

The next morning when the daughters awoke they found their stockings 

contained enough gold for them to get married. The nobleman was able 

to see his three daughters marry and he lived a long and happy life. 

Children all over the world continue the tradition of hanging Christmas 

stockings.  

In some countries children have similar customs. In France the children 

place their shoes by the fireplace, a tradition dating back to when            

children wore wooden peasant shoes. In Holland the children fill their 

shoes with hay and a carrot for the horse of Sintirklass. In Hungary  

children shine their shoes before putting them near the door or a    

window sill. Italian children leave their shoes out the night before 

Epiphany, January 5, for La Befana the good witch. And in Puerto Rico 

children put greens and flowers in small boxes and 

place them under their beds for the camels of the 

Three Kings. 

The Legend of the Christmas Stocking 
“The stockings were hung by the chimney with care In hopes that Saint Nicholas soon would be there” 

mailto:David.Lockart@aldersgatede.org
mailto:dlockart@comcast.net
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Each month, milestone anniversaries are listed as well as all 
those over 50 years. While we can all benefit from knowing 
that marriages truly can exist for more than 5 decades, we 
want to recognize those milestone years (i.e. 5, 10 15, 20 ) for 
all. Congratulations!   
 

December 2 Mark & Megan Hores  10 years 

December 5          James & Dorothy Titlow  63 years 

December 18 Jonathan & Donna Baker  45 years 

If you are not sure we have your anniversary and would like 
it to be included in the future, please contact Susan Schranck 
302-478-2575 ext. 117 or Susan.schranck@aldersgatede.org 
All additions or corrections are gratefully accepted to keep 
our records up to date. 

Beverly Rasmussen on October 10 

Ethel Harshman on November  10 

 

And Now You Know! 

Over the years I have often been asked to identify the large 
evergreen tree on the lawn                 
between the auditorium and 
Panera's.  

So while Larry Iiori from Down 
to Earth, Inc. was working in 
the courtyard, I asked him.  The 
tree is a Cedrus Libani or CEDAR 
OF LEBANON. It is native to the 
mountains of the                                 
Mediterranean region. 

So now we know. 

Doug DeVoll 

Rummage Sale News 

 

Help! Rummage Sale Storage Needed 

Donations continue to roll in which is 

great; however, storage space is needed. If 

you have an unused or only partially used garage and would be 

willing to store donated goods until April, please call one of the 

logistics team below. THANK YOU! 

 Chris Burket 609-504-3107 or  

 Don Moore 302-235-8554  

Rummage Sale Silver Polishing Service                                                  

Laura Parrish’s silver polishing service got off to a slow start last 
year, but she hopes to encourage more early silver donations to 
the 2017 rummage sale. Even slightly tarnished silver needs to 
be polished because no one will buy silver unless it is bright and 
shiny. If you have silver to donate to the sale but cannot polish 
it, Laura will do that for you.  

Call her to arrange for drop off or pick up: 302-477-1718. She 
needs the silver before Palm Sunday (that’s April 9, 2017). The 
week before the rummage sale is incredibly busy for all involved; 
sorting and pricing the thousands of donations takes a lot of 
time. If Laura can get the silver polished before that week, it 
makes life much easier for those organizing the sale.    

Rummage Sale Donation Pickups 

If you, a neighbor or friend have donations for the spring                       

Rummage Sale, please call one of the logistics team below. They 

will help with arrangements if you’d like to drop off or need a 

special pickup. THANK YOU! 

 Chris Burket 609-504-3107 or  

 Don Moore 302-235-8554   

Royal Lowthert’s Replacement Announced                                                                                          
Mike Houser, Chair, Staff Parish Relations Committee  

SPRC is very pleased to announce the appointment of Kevin Botbyl as Aldersgate's new 
Business Administrator! Kevin is a UD graduate who brings significant experience to our 
church from the banking industry, as well as non-profit entities. 

Kevin and his family live in the Newark area, and he will begin working in mid-December 
to assist in year-end closing. This will enable a smooth transition with Royal Lowthert, 
AUMC's longstanding Church Business Administrator, who will be retiring effective             
January 31, 2017. 

Please take time to welcome and encourage Kevin upon his arrival to Aldersgate! 

mailto:betty.moore@aldersgatede.org
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Announcing the Aldersgate Youth Players March 2017 Production: 

 
 

Based on Disney’s Oscar nominated film, Mulan JR. tells the story of a brave  Chinese warrior 

who battles the Huns, rescues an emperor, and just happens to be a female in disguise. With 

numerous male and female roles, Mulan JR. is an action-packed show filled with humor and 

heart. 

Saturday, December 3rd    1 – 5 p.m.                                                                                
Sunday, December 4th   10:20 a.m. – 12:40 p.m.                                         

Aldersgate Music Center & Bell Choir Room   

Anyone in 2nd grade or older is eligible to audition. There are MANY singing AND non-singing 
roles. Please bring a completed audition form along with a photo of yourself to the audition. 
Audition forms can be found on the Bulletin Board by the Music Center or online at 
www.aldersgatede.org  
 

You will be asked to sing a song from the show or a brief song of of your choice. 
“Reflection”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eClDi0PI09A  

or 
“I’ll Make a Man Out of You”   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XW23VCgrbjk 

You may also be asked to read from the script. 
To sign up for an audition time, use the Signup Genius link below 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fa8a72ca6f94-audition1 

 

As many as four (4) people can sign up in each time slot. You MUST Sign up for an Audition time.  
Anyone who does not sign up in advance will not be guaranteed an audition. *If you are unable to 
access the Signup Genius form or cannot attend the auditions, but would like to be in the show, please 
contact Mrs. Atwater to arrange an audition at Janet@JanetAtwater.com. 

 Rehearsals will begin on Saturday, January 7, 2017; however, most rehearsals will be on 
Sundays, although there will be some rehearsals on additional days as needed. 

2017 Performances 
 Friday, March 3rd @ 7 p.m.   

Saturday, March 4th @ 2 p.m. & Sunday, March 5th @ 2 p.m. 
For questions or more information, contact Janet Atwater: Janet@JanetAtwater.com 

http://www.aldersgatede.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eClDi0PI09A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XW23VCgrbjk
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fa8a72ca6f94-audition1
mailto:Janet@JanetAtwater.com
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 Chili, Chocolate, Cornbread 
Cook-off Social VII 

 
Saturday, January 28 at 5 p.m. 

That’s one week before the Super 
Bowl. For 2017, we’ve added a corn-
bread category.   

Start trying out your recipes now. Individuals, kids, and 
families can enter any and all categories.   

Sign-up and prepayment January 7, 14, and 21 after all 
services.  

Finalize those winning recipes! All are welcome. Lots of 
fun, so plan to come and invite a friend. 

GriefShare  

GriefShare, a grief recovery support group,              

welcomes all those who are grieving the loss of 

a loved one.   

 Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236 

 Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236                                 

Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more                 

information:     http://www.griefshare.org/  

Christmas Traditions—Did you know? 

Many of our Christmas traditions were celebrated centuries   
before the Christ child was born. The 12 days of Christmas, the 
bright fires, the yule log, the giving of gifts, carnivals (parades) 
with floats, carolers who sing while going from house to house, 
the holiday feasts, and the church processions can be traced 
back to the early Mesopotamians, Europeans and Romans. 

 The word Advent comes from the Latin term “adventur”,           
meaning arrival. The Advent Calendar begins on the 4th    
Sunday before Christmas and counts down the 25 days until 
the holiday’s arrival. The tradition of counting down the days 
until Christmas began in the early 19th century in Holland, 
where families marked a chalk line on their front door each 
day before Christmas Eve.  

 The character of Santa Claus is based on two Christmas           
legends: Saint Nicholas and Father Christmas. 
Saint Nicholas was the patron saint of children, who                     
generously gave gifts to poor and orphaned young ones.              
Father Christmas was the spirit of good tidings. 

 Santa Claus can also trace his roots back to a Dutch                       
character called Sinterklaas? When the Dutch colonists 
came to America, they brought with them the legend of an 
austere bishop, dressed in a red costume and carrying a 
book inscribed with a list of all the good and naughty                  
children. To this day in Holland, Sinterklaas delivers gifts to 
all the “good” children on December 5th, which is St.                     
Nicholas’ Eve. The 5th is the primary gift-giving time of the 
Christmas season for many Europeans. 

 Santa Claus arrived in the United States in the 18th century 
via the Dutch founders of New York City? 
The Dutch introduced America to their “Sinterklaas”            
festivities. Sinterklaas is the Dutch name for Saint Nicholas. 
The first recorded mention of Santa Claus in the United 
States was in 1773 when The New York press reported a 
story about a “St. A Claus.” 

 The tradition of kissing under the mistletoe dates back to 
the Middle Ages. Originally, the custom held that for each 
kiss under the mistletoe, one berry should be removed from 
the mistletoe branch. Once all the berries were removed, no 
more kissing was allowed! Couples avoid this prohibition 
today by dispensing with the berry removal tradition.  

 The Early Christians wanted to keep the birthday of their 
Christ child a solemn and religious holiday, not one of cheer 
and merriment as was the pagan Saturnalia. But as                      
Christianity spread they were alarmed by the continuing 
celebration of pagan customs and Saturnalia among their 
converts. At first the Church forbid this kind of celebration. 
But it was to no avail. Eventually it was decided that the  
celebration would be tamed and made into a celebration fit 
for the Christian Son of God. 

 

Christmas is Also For the Birds                                                  
from Lorraine Fleming of the Caring For Creation Team  

Now that colder weather has arrived and natural foods are 
becoming scarce our feathered friends could use a little help 
from us. While there are all manner of commercially                
available bird feeders—some very expensive—it is possible 
to make a perfectly adequate feeder at home. And it’s more 
fun if you involve children or grandchildren. Try this:   

 Take an empty 1.25 liter or 2 liter soda bottle,            
making sure it is very clean. 

 Make holes in opposite sides of the bottle and insert two 
wooden spoons for perches.  

 Make half-inch holes above the bowl and handle of the 
spoon for bird access.  

 Put a screw-eye into the cap for a hanging-wire               
attachment.  

 Fill the bottle with seed, and watch for the birds 
to discover their next meal. 

Peace to all of God’s creatures! 

http://www.griefshare.org
http://www.holidays.net/christmas/story.htm
http://www.holidays.net/christmas/advent-calendar.htm
http://www.holidays.net/christmas/santa.htm
http://www.holidays.net/christmas/santa.htm
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Christmas Eve Worship Schedule  

 4 p.m. Family Service with Nativity Pageant & Candlelight                  

featuring the Journey Band  

7:30 p.m. Communion in Hughes Chapel with Pastor Don  

8 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service featuring Choir, Brass 

and Candlelight  


