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 Aldersga  e  
  A significant place where disciples are made 

A GREAT Way to Start the School Year 

Billy Graham is now 96 years-old with Parkinson's disease. In January, 2000 leaders in 
Charlotte, North Carolina invited their favorite son, Billy Graham, to a luncheon in his 
honor. 

Billy initially hesitated to accept the invitation because he struggles with Parkinson's 
disease. But the Charlotte leaders said, “We don't expect a major address. Just come and 
let us honor you.” So he agreed. 

After wonderful things were said about him, Dr. Graham stepped to the rostrum, looked at 
the crowd, and said, "I'm reminded today of Albert 
Einstein, the great physicist who this month has been 
honored by Time magazine as the Man of the Century. 
Einstein was once traveling from Princeton on a train 
when the conductor came down the aisle, punching 
the tickets of every passenger. When he came to 
Einstein, Einstein reached in his vest pocket. He 
couldn't find his ticket, so he reached in his trouser 
pockets. It wasn't there. He looked in his briefcase but 
couldn't find it. Then he looked in the seat beside him. 
He still couldn't find it. 

"The conductor said, 'Dr. Einstein, I know who you are. We all know who you are. I'm sure 
you bought a ticket. Don't worry about it.'“ Einstein nodded appreciatively. The conductor 
continued down the aisle punching tickets. As he was ready to move to the next car, he 
turned around and saw the great physicist down on his hands and knees looking under his 
seat for his ticket. 

"The conductor rushed back and said, 'Dr. Einstein, Dr. Einstein, don't worry, I know who 
you are; no problem. You don't need a ticket. I'm sure you bought one.' Einstein looked at 
him and said, ‘Young man, I too, know who I am. What I don't know is where I'm going.’” 

Having said that, Billy Graham continued, "See the suit I'm wearing? It's a brand new suit. 
My children, and my grandchildren are telling me I've gotten a little slovenly in my old 
age. I used to be a bit more fastidious. So I went out and bought a new suit for this 
luncheon and one more occasion. You know what that occasion is? This is the suit in 
which I'll be buried. But when you hear I'm dead, I don't want you to immediately 
remember the suit I'm wearing. I want you to remember this: I not only know who I am. I 
also know where I'm going. May your troubles be less, your blessings more, and may 
nothing but happiness, come through your door. Life without God is like an unsharpened 
pencil - it has no point.” 

"Amen and peace, my friends. And may each of us have lived our lives so that when our 
ticket is punched we don't have to worry about where we are going." 

Even at his age and with Parkinson's Disease, he could still deliver a powerful sermon! 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Chris 
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Church Family, 

 

Welcome to the “dog days” of Summer! It has been warm, 
that’s for certain! I’m prayerful that your Summer has included 
some relaxation, rejuvenation, and reconnection with family, 
friends, and God. Hopefully, you’ve either been present in 
worship with us on Sundays or tuning in to Livestream 
worship. We have recently completed some small upgrades to 
the technology in the Sanctuary which will allow us to continue to refine the quality of our 
Livestream offering. However you choose, make sure to make worship a priority in your 
household. On my way into the office this morning, it occurred to me that being in a relationship 
with Christ, but not setting aside the time to purposefully worship Him, would be like being in a 
marriage where you say hello to your spouse daily, but never take the time to tell them (or show!) 
that you love them. It was a strong revelation for me, when I remember that the church is the 
Bride of Christ! 

In August, we’ll return to our normal, 9:00 (Contemporary) & 11:00 (Traditional) schedule, and 
we’ll look at the book of Hebrews, in a series called “What Faith Can Do”. Pastor Chris and Pastor 
Tony will bring the messages during this series. I will share a message on Labor Day weekend on a 
rarely preached book, Paul’s brief epistle to Philemon. Then, on September 10 & 11, we’ll have our 
Rally Day weekend, where we will have opportunities to gather in service, worship, and 
fellowship, and “kick off the year”, so to speak. Make sure to make your plans now to join your 
church family for these upcoming opportunities! 

 

Finally, your attendance update: 

 

6/19/22 9:00 39 11:00 72 Online 53 Total 164 

6/26/22 9:00 53 11:00 92 Online 51 Total 196 

7/3/22 (begin one service for 
July) 10:00 102 Online 20 
Total 122 

7/10/22 10:00 87 Online 36 
Total 123 

7/17/22 10:00 68 Online 29 
Total 97 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rob 

Rob McFarland 

Associate Pastor for Music & 
Worship 

AldersgateDE (UMC) 

Wilmington, DE 
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Methodist Men of Faith & Action 

In September there will be a kick-off meeting 
for our new men's group. We will be meeting 
Tuesday nights on the 3rd week of the month 
@7:00pm, starting September 20. Light 
refreshments will be served. 

The focus of the group will be fellowship & 
service. Our goal is to help with projects at 
the church, as well as aiding individuals 
within the church who are in need.  

Contact Walt Smith @302-858-2039 if you 
are interested in joining us. See you in 
September! 

 

         Third Tuesday   

The Problem with Plastic 

In the movie The Graduate (1967), Dustin Hoffman's character was 
given one word of financial advice-plastic. For many years after, 
plastic seemed the way to go. It didn't break like your former glass 
containers. Plastic even had a nifty recycle code, so we wouldn't feel 
guilty disposing of it. Little did we know, plastic would never break 
down. 
 
Fast forward to today, our landfills are brimming with plastic. 
Eventually, it does break down to microplastic, which has been found 
at the bottom of the oceans and floating in the air at mountain tops. A 
recent finding is that it's now found in us! (USA Today, Mar 26, 2022) 
 
What happened to that nifty idea of recycling it? That turned out to be a myth. Only 8.7% of plastic is 
actually recycled. What on earth can we do? 
 
The answer is to, as much as humanly possible, stop buying items in plastic containers. I know 
currently it's almost impossible to buy certain items not contained in plastic, but wherever possible, 
avoid plastic. Why will this help? 
 
Companies are in the business of making money. If people 
stop buying their products marketed in plastic, like bottled 
water for example, companies will cut production to lower 
their costs. Why should we, in particular, care? 
 
God instructed us to “cultivate and care” for creation 
(Genesis 2:15). Recently, the Peninsula Delaware Annual 
Conference passed a resolution to establish a committee 
Creation Care & Creation Justice for environmental 
advocacy. It's time to get serious, friends. Let's all do our 
part. 
 
Janet Taylor-Smith 
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Children's Ministry ~ Vacation Bible School 2022 ~ Rocky Railway- 
Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through 

We experienced an in-person 
faith-filled VBS throughout the 
week of June 20-24, 2022, 
9am -noon with 23 children 
and 14 volunteers with a total 
of 37 involved. We were so 
blessed that we were able to be 

the hands and feet of Jesus for an outreach for our 
children and families of the community!  We are 
ever so grateful for all the hard work and effort of 
all the staff and volunteers both adult and teens 
which made VBS such a success! It was a faith-
filled week full of Rocky Railway “Jesus’ power 
helps us do hard things, gives us hope, helps us be 
bold, lets us live forever and help us be good friends!” and we certainly saw God in every way.  
 
A humongous THANK YOU for all the helpers with 
Conductor, Pastor Chris Pennington, leading the Sing 
& Play Express and Rocky Wrap-Up Celebration and 
the amazing decorating, Pastor Rob McFarland for 
leading the video station and decorating, Emily 
Green for leading the Bible Story station and the 
decorating crew, Kyle Smith and Susan Schrank for 
all your help with organizing and creative decorating 
and all the volunteers: Heather Burket leading the 
craft station and guiding the children, Scott Honisch 
leading the game station and Rebecca Townsend with 
the games, guiding the children and lunch setup/cleanup, and Amy Honisch with the first day, Rachael 
Jennelly and Emma Domenick with caring for and guiding the children to all the stations, plus greeting/
dismissal, youth volunteers- Cam McFarland, Liam Snyder and Frank Honisch for working the sound 
board and videos. Families and children were definitely blessed with Aldersgate’s VBS this year! 
 
Our VBS mission project this year was collecting food 
for the local food bank. We were able to collect almost 
a cart full, especially non-perishable protein (canned 
chicken, tuna, ham, beans…) to hand out along with 
the Food distribution boxes on the fourth Friday of 
the month. 
We plan to pass along the VBS resources to help 
spread the power of Jesus. We are already planning 
for next year’s VBS. Contact Sharon if you want to be 
involved and have a heart to serve children and 
families of our church community for the day after 
Father’s Day- Monday, June 19-23, 2023. 
Like us on Facebook Aldersgate DE Children’s 
Ministry for all the fun photos! 
 

Peace and Blessings, 

Sharon Jennelly 

Director of Aldersgate Preschool and Children’s Ministries 

Office: 302) 478-2575, Ext.118 Cell: 302-562-5808 Fax: 302-478-1828  

www.aldersgatede.org Sharon.Jennelly@aldersgatede.org 

http://www.aldersgatede.org/
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More Fun Time Pictures from VBS More Fun Time Pictures from VBS 
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Volunteers Needed  for Just One Hour to Help Distribute Food Boxes 

When:  Friday August 26th at Noon 

Where: Aldersgate UMC parking lot 

Bring:  A bottle of water 

From: Christine Wesley christine.wesley@hotmail.com  

 
Since May, Aldersgate has been participating with other local churches to distribute free food boxes provided by the 

Longwood Foundation’s HOPP ministry to anyone in need. We could use volunteers to hold signs up curbside during 

the event, place boxes in vehicles, and direct cars to the distribution point.   

 
Signup at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp or just come by the event to help. 

mailto:christine.wesley@hotmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b49a8af22a20-hopp


Share the Journey   7 August 2022 

Aldersgate Mission team 

heads to Sheyenne ND 

Spirit Lake  Ministry Center 

Serving God by helping 

those less fortunate 

Installing a new roof for their church 
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Adding a new 

handicap 

accessible ramp 

Some interior painting 

Then there’s the clean up! 
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Aldersgate enjoys an evening 

at the Blue Rocks game 

July 3, 2022 

Aldersgate singers start the game  

with their singing of God Bless America 
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From Your Lay Leaders 

Anne Murray and Sharon Owens 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

What does God say about service? The purpose of service is so that God can reach others through us.  In 
Corinthians 2 9:12-13, scripture says the service we provide not only meets needs but also expresses 
thanks to God and leads others to praise God. We can read in Ephesians that service builds up the body 
of Christ.  

As Lay Leaders, Sharon and I wish  to thank all the members who have been serving on our leadership 
teams and other committees and are ending their terms this summer.  Some have been serving for  
quite a long time! We are grateful.  We also give thanks for new persons who are beginning their service 
and wish them God’s blessing in their new role. There are a couple of opportunities available, and these 
are both on the Finance Committee. Please contact Sharon Owens or me at layleader@aldersgatede.org 
or Pastor Chris if interested. We can all serve in some way and build up the Body of Christ at 
Aldersgate.  

 
 

Looking for another way to fit faith into your day? 

United Women in Faith has podcasts! 

Faith Talks are monthly conversations with United Women in Faith, hosted by 
Jennifer R Farmer. Each month timely themes and resources are discussed, 
from expert insights on ways to live your faith to inspiring interviews with 

spiritual leaders. 
“response Podcast” are audio versions of some of the top articles from each issue 
of response magazine, the award-winning official magazine of United Women in Faith. Topics cover 
everything from spiritual growth and living our faith to reports on local, national and international 
work. 
Voices from the Field Webinars are about the national and international initiatives that benefit 
from Mission Giving, directly through the voices “from the field.” In this interactive format, you’ll hear 
firsthand from program leaders about their work, daily challenges, hopes and dreams. 

You can listen live or download from your podcast provider such as Apple, Google or Spotify.  Or visit 
the UWF website: https://uwfaith.org/resources/podcasts/ 

   Coming Soon – Two Pop-Ups! 

Plan to visit the Book Room and Unique Boutique on 

Sundays in August! The Pop-Ups will be open from   

10-11 a.m. August 7, 14, 21, and 28 in the auditorium.  

Come and browse the shelves of the Book Room for 

summer reading materials – All hard backs $1.00, and 

paperbacks three for $1.00; then check out the Boutique, 

which will feature a sampling of jewelry, handbags, 

accessories, and other “finds”, at reduced prices.   

Pop-Up sales will be cash only, and all proceeds will 

benefit Aldersgate.   

          Don’t miss the fun – Come and Shop! 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Mary Poole passed away on January 10, 

2022 

Ann Stanford passed away on May 23, 2022 

Susan Sayers passed away on June17, 2022 

James and Pamela Morrison  August 2 53 years 

Dan and Julia Shay  August 2 14 years 

David and Betty Dunbar  August 5 50 years 

John and Lucille Riggs  August 6 62 years 

Frank and Jean Sobonya  August 8 24 years 

David and Nancy Branciaroli  August 9 26 years 

Don and Joanne Marvel  August 10 59 years 

Chris and Donna Ruggiero  August 12 27 years 

Dave and Penny Short  August 13 45 years 

Ralph and Emily Bankert  August 14 57 years 

Michael and Lynne Conlan  August 14 46 years 

Rob and Amanda McFarland  August 17 3 years 

Mark and Geryld Huxsoll  August 19 33 years 

David and Heidi McGeady  August 19 16 years 

Bob and Carolyn Reis  August 19 50 years 

Doug and Donnie DeVoll  August 21 57 years 

Robert and Debra Mulrooney  August 21 29 years 

John and Mary Jane Prince  August 22 30 years 

Vincent & Diana Vandenbraak  August 22 40 years 

Khris and Rebecca Townsend  August 25 21 years 

Levi and Heather Benson  August 26 16 years 

Rick and Tina Betz  August 29 52 years 

Richard and Lorraine Fleming  August 29 69 years 

Bill and Edith Harvey  August 30 42 years 

Bill and Deborah Hartnett  August 31 49 years 

Emmanuel Dining Room 2022 

 EDR is  open and serving meals to diners in the dining room.  

Three to four people are needed to shop for, prepare and plate 

the meal in the EDR kitchen. We don’t serve and we don’t clean 

up, we just cook! We have most months open for this year. 

Menus are available as well as a protocol to help anyone who has not done it before.  We also provide 

support, and answer any questions you may have.  

Aldersgate reimburses expenses.  

The time commitment on the day is from about 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Please consider signing up for a 16th of the month.   

Contact Anne Murray if you have questions or want to prepare a meal.  



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

          
You can find Live-Stream 
at: 
 https://www.facebook.com/
pg/AldersgateDE/videos/  
 

Or YouTube at: 

 AldersgateDE - YouTube  

Or 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w 

 

And hit the subscribe button 

 

 

 

   

NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Office Hours:  
Monday – Thursday 9 am– 4 pm 
Fridays 9 am -12 noon. 
 

What’s Inside... 
Back to normal hours ! 

 Pastor Chris’s Message 1  

 Associate Pastor Rob’s Message 2  

 Methodist Men's Group 3  

 Caring For Creation 3  

 Vacation Bible School  4-5  

 Preschool Registration 5  

 Youth and Young Adults 6  

 Youth Mission Trip  7-8  

 Blue Rocks Game 9  

 Lay Leader Message 10  

 United Women in Faith 10  

 Pop-Up Shops 10  

 Milestones 11  

 Emmanuel Dining Room 11  

 Worship and Office Hours 12  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w

