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 Aldersga  e  
  A significant place where disciples are made 2021 

How are things with your soul today? 
  
As we are in the midst of a normal summer of some heat, an article about ice cream seemed  
appropriate. This is not my story and the author is unknown. 
 
******************************************************************************** 
Last week, I took my children to a restaurant. My 6‐year‐old son had asked if he could say Grace. 
As we bowed our heads, he said “God is good, God is great, thank you for the food, and I would 
even thank you more if Mom gets us ice cream for dessert, and liberty and justice for all, AMEN”. 
 
Along with the laughter from the other customers nearby, I heard a woman remark “that’s what’s 
wrong with this country...kids today don’t even know how to pray, asking God for ice cream. Why 
I never…!” 
 
Hearing this, my son burst into tears and asked me “Did I do it wrong? Is 
God mad at me?” As I held him and assured him that he had done a   
terrific job and God was certainly NOT mad at him, an elderly gentleman 
approached the table. He winked at my son and said, “I happen to know 
that God thought that was a great prayer.” “Really?” my son asked. 
“Cross my heart” said the man. Then, in a ‘stage whisper’ the man added 
(indicating the woman whose remark had started this whole thing) “Too 
bad she never asks God for ice cream. A little ice cream is good for the 
soul sometimes.” 
 
Naturally, I bought my kids ice cream at the end of our meal. My son 
stared at his for a moment and then did something I will remember for the rest of my life. He 
picked up his sundae, and without a word, walked over and placed it in front of the woman. With 
a big smile he told her “Here, this is for you. Ice cream is good for the soul sometimes, and my 
soul is good already.” 
***************************************************************************** 
 
How are things with your soul today? I’m always in the mood for a little ice cream if you’d like to 
join me!! 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Chris 
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Staff Parish Relations Committee News 
  
SPRC, as well as other committees and teams in the church, added new members 
on July 1 and rotated off several  members.  SPRC thanks our members who have 
completed their terms: Jennifer Pendley and Bill Buckley. Jennifer served as  
Co-Chair and Liaison to Pastor Chris and Kevin Botbyl.  Bill Buckley served as  
Liaison to Pastor Anthony Arrington.  We thank them for their commitment and time 
serving Aldersgate. We also welcome new member Liz Downing.  

  
SPRC serves as the connection between the congregation and the staff.  We work 
to  encourage, nurture, support, and respect the staff.  SPRC is still in need of a few new members.  If you would like to 
learn more about SPRC or would like to become a member, please contact Kathy Daum or Mike Pittenger or call the 
church office: 478-2575. 

Adersgate COVID Procedures Update 

If you are fully vaccinated you will no longer be required to wear a mask 
during worship services. Fully vaccinated means that you are two weeks 
beyond receiving your second shot (or first shot if you got the J&J). If you 
are not yet fully vaccinated or not at all vaccinated, you are still required 
to wear a mask during worship services and I cannot strongly encourage 
you enough to get your vaccination. Nearly all of the recent deaths and 
cases of those hospitalized currently are individuals who did not receive a 
vaccination. All other aspects of our current protocols will remain in place 
for the time being, including, but not limited to, utilizing only every other 
pew, registering your attendance upon entry, and the cleaning  
procedures that have been in place. Thank you for your continued  
support of the ministry!  

Just a reminder, our youngest members, under the age of 12, are still not 
able to be vaccinated. You may want to wear  a mask when you are near children under the age of 12 or their families out 
of regard for their health. 

 

UMW Fall Program 
Monday, September 27th 
 
Speakers: Anne and Bob Daly 
from Historical Newark Union 
Church and Cemetery  
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From Your Lay Leaders 
 

Anne Murray and Sharon Owens 
 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

We’re now in the dog days of summer. Everyone is trying to squeeze in the last weeks of vacation before school starts. 

Pool parties, cookouts, days at the beach, fishing, hikes in the woods and more fill our days. This year, more than ever, we 

are getting out and about now that COVID is more under control.  

While we are busy with all these activities, it’s important to take a few minutes each day to stop and really look at the 

world God had created for us. The beauty of God’s Creation is all around us. We sometimes don’t see it as we hurry 

through our daily lives.  

Take a few minutes each day in August to go outside, find even a small part of nature and give thanks to God for all He 

has given us. We are truly blessed!   

Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can send a message to us or to the Church office.  

Pastoral Care 
Rev. Anthony Arrington, our pastoral care minister, has resumed visitations to hospitals, 
nursing facilities, and homes.  We are in touch with staff at each facility and follow the  
specific guidelines of each facility.  In most instances,  making an appointment and the 
wearing of a mask are the current requirements to visit.   If you, or someone you know, 
would like a visit or a telephone call from Rev. Arrington, please call the church office to 
schedule. 

Rev. Arrington is ready to visit with you! 

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE FOOD NEEDS 
 

Hunger doesn’t take a vacation … so food pantries continue to need donations. 

Are you returning to in-person worship or driving past the building during the 

week? Our grocery carts are regularly monitored for food donations so they can 

be delivered to Neighborhood House.  

 

Here is the current list of food items needed: 

Canned goods with pop-top lids are especially useful, as many clients don’t have can openers. No pasta is 

needed at this time - NHH has a lot on hand. Thank you!  

Luncheon meat  Juice                         Ramen Noodles          Instant Potatoes 

Tuna fish                    Water (bottled)      Pancake Mix               Baked beans 

Beef stew                      Powdered milk        Syrup                           Rice 

Vegetables (any)           Cereal                      Peanut Butter 

Canned fruit                   Soups                     Jelly 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Our Purpose as a Church is: 

  To be a significant place where 

  disciples are made 

 

Our Mission as a Church is: 

  To GATHER  as God’s People; 

  To GROW  in Faith and Love; 

  To GO  into the World as Jesus’ Disciples 

 

 

Lead Team ~ 14 Members 

 Senior Pastor  Chris Pennington 

 Co-Lay Leader  Sharon Owens (June 30, 2024) 

 Co-Lay Leader Anne Murray (June 30, 2023) 

 Board of Trustees Chair Lynne Conlan 

 Finance Committee Chair Taber Smith 

 Staff Parish Relations Co-Chairs Mike Pittenger or Kathy Daum 

                     Communications Chair                                      ___________________ 

 Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Min. Emily Green 

        Term Ends 

 Gather Coordinator  Henry Daum June 30, 2024 

 Grow Coordinator Ellen Leonzio June 30, 2024 

 Go Coordinator  Christine Wesley June 30, 2024 

 Tri-Chair/Member at Large Bill Culliton June 30, 2023 

 Tri-Chair/Member at Large Ferris Wharton June 30, 2024 

 Tri-Chair/Member at Large Tim Young June 30, 2022 

 

With God’s Help 

and 

Through Prayer 

 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church  

Leadership July 1, 2021– June 30, 2024 
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Gather † Grow † Go † Support Teams 

Gather as God’s People  
 Team Leader Henry Daum 

 Fellowship Leaders       Mary Jean Wichmann & Renee Shenk 

 Worship Committee Leader       Amy Honisch 

 Associate Pastor for Music and Worship             Rob McFarland 

 New Members       Cheryl Merritt 

 Members at Large        Sandy Anderson, Rebecca Townsend, Heather Burket,

       Karen Moore, Don Temme, Kitty Lugar, Amanda Moyer 

Grow in Faith and Love 
 Team Leader Ellen Leonzio 

 Congregational Care Leader Becky Bramley 

 Discipleship Leader Hal Barker 

 Director of Children’s Ministry Sharon Jennelly 

 Members at Large  Brian Erskine, Karen Moore, Liz Downing, 

                         Don Temme  

  

Go Into the World as Jesus’ Disciples 
 Team Leader Christine Wesley  

 Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Min. Emily Green 

 Local Ministry Leader Judy Morton 

 Evangelism Leader Joseph Gladden 

 National & World Ministry Leader Carolyn Fleckenstein 

 Members at Large  Ned Landis, Stacie DiGiacoma, Bob Reis, Don Temme 

 

 

 

Board of Trustees (Succession permitted, three members must be female) 

 Chair  Lynne Conlan [Trustees elect] 

 June 30, 2022 Lynne Conlan(P), Dave Dunbar, Andrew Downing 

 June 30, 2023  Mark Wichmann, Dan Shay, Debbie Mulrooney 

 June 30, 2024 Ned Landis, Christine Lassiter, David Gaz 

 Ex Officio – Church Business Administrator, Kevin Botbyl  
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Finance Committee (Succession permitted) 

 Chair  Taber Smith 

June 30, 2022 Ryan Smith, Janeen Ernst, Bob Reis 

June 30, 2023  Taber Smith, Preston Cooper, ____________ 

 June 30, 2024 Wendy Lindsey, ___________, ______________ 

Ex Officio – SPRC Mike Pittenger or Kathy Daum, Trustees Chair Lynne Conlon, Lay Leader Anne Murray 

Church Business Administrator Kevin Botbyl, Pastor Chris Pennington 

 
Staff Parish Relations Committee (One succession permitted) 
 Co-Chairs Mike Pittenger & Kathy Daum 

June 30, 2022 Mike Pittenger*, Kathy Daum, Vivian Gaz 

June 30, 2023  Julie Harrington, Kitty Lugar, ____________ 

 June 30, 2024 Liz Downing, ______________, ____________ 

Ex Officio – Lay Leader Sharon Owens    (* = second term) 
 

Leadership Development & Nominating (Succession prohibited) 

 Chair Chris Pennington - Vice Chairs Anne Murray & Sharon Owens 

 June 30, 2022 Bobbie Burtch, Carolyn Reis, ____________ 

June 30, 2023  Josh Epps, ______________, ____________ 

 June 30, 2024 Sharon Owens, ___________, ______________  

 Ex officio – Susan Schranck 

 

Lay Members to Annual Conference (Succession permitted) 
 June 30, 2022 ___________ Reserve Members Bert & Betsy Diemer 

 June 30, 2022 ____________   

 
Communications Team  

 Chair    _____________________  

 June 30, 2022 Andy Shenk, ______________ 

 June 30, 2023  Jason Zerby, Rachel Domenick 

 June 30, 2024 Natalie Dyke, Mandy McFarland 

 

Planned Giving and Memorials  

 Chair – Bill Culliton 

 Steve Davis, Bill Culliton, Brian Merritt, Peter Atwater, _______, __________ 

 Ex Officio – Pastor, Church Business Administrator, Treasurer, Finance, Trustee  

WANT TO FILL IN SOME OF 

THE BLANK SPACES? CALL 

THE CHURCH AT 478-2575. 
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Finance Update 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 

Is this heat getting to me?  Yes!  
But I’m not crazy.  At Aldersgate, our financial 
calendar is from July 1 through June 30.  So  
financially speaking, we’re starting new. 

As we begin this new year, a few thoughts that 
come to mind as I make sure my air conditioning 
is working: 

• YOUR giving is so important to 
Adersgate.  Thank you- it is truly appreciated. 
 

• We will not have the gift of any more 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans 
most likely, so please continue to give what 
you have pledged. 
 

• If you would like to give in ways other than 
traditional offering (estate, IRA, etc.), please 
reach out to us.  I might not have the answer 
but we’ll make sure you get the right one. 
 

• Be a joyful giver.  Some days, weeks, or 
months this can be hard to do.  However, we 
need to always give with love.  Love is what is 
needed and makes a difference. 

Again, thank you for all that you do and give for 

Aldersgate.  It truly makes a difference. 

 

Taber Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James and Pamela Morrison    August 2  52 years 
Daniel and Julia Shay               August 2         13 years  
David and Betty Dunbar            August 5           49 years 
John and Lucille Riggs   August 6 61 years 
Bill and Barbara Buckley            August 8          34 years 
Frank and Jean Sobonya              August 8            23 years 
David and Nancy Branciaroli   August 9          25 years 
Don and Joanne Marvel             August 10         58 years 
Chris and Donna Ruggiero           August 12          26 years 
Dave and Penny Short                August 13        44 years 
Ralph and Emily Bankert          August 14           56 years 
Michael and Lynne Conlan              August 14          45 years 
Rob and Amanda McFarland  August 17 2 years 
Mark and Geryld Huxsoll             August 19          32 years 
Doug and Anne Lawson               August 19         49 years 
David and Heidi McGeady          August 19          15 years 
Bob and Carolyn Reis                    August 19          49 years 
Doug and Donnie DeVoll          August 21         56 years 
Robert and Debra Mulrooney    August 21           28 years 
John and Mary Jane Prince          August 22         29 years 
Khris and Rebecca Townsend        August 25           20 years 
Levi and Heather Benson                           August 26         15 years 
Rick and Tina Betz   August 29 51 years 
Richard and Lorraine Fleming                 August 29          68 years 
Bill and Edith Harvey                                 August 30          41 years 
Bill and Deborah Hartnett                         August 31          48 years   

  Joanne Bodwell  July 2, 2021 

  Ann Fullerton  July 13, 2021 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Rally Day Weekend–  

Saturday and Sunday, September 18, 19 

 

Sunday School Reopens–  

Sunday, September 26 

 

UMW Fall Program- 

Monday, September 27 
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Hello Everyone!  

 I pray that you are all having a wonderful summer! It has been such a blessing to continue with our 

youth and young adult programs throughout these summer months. We truly appreciate your support as we 

continue Impact (youth group for 6th-12th grade) and Amplified (Small Group for 18-25-year old’s). This past 

month we have also engaged in events such as pool parties, ice cream nights, and our 2021 mission trip! I am 

so grateful for our Aldersgate community who continues to support our young people. We couldn’t do it  

without people like you! If you feel led or may be interested in the opportunity to volunteer with us this Fall, 

please contact me at emily.green@aldersgatede.org and I would love to find a place for you! Lastly, check out 

the dates below for our upcoming events. Thank you! 

Blessings, 

Emily Green 

Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

August Events 

Impact Youth Group: Every Sunday 7-8:30 p.m. 

Amplified Young Adult Small Group: Every Tuesday 7-8:30 p.m. 

Youth Hike: Sunday, August 8th time TBA 

Youth Ice Cream Night: Wednesday, August 25th 7-8 p.m. @ Sweet Nel’s 

Outdoor Movie Night: Friday, August 20th time TBA 

Youth Mission Trip 2021 — 

Urban Promise, Wilmington, DE 
The following Youth and Leaders spent the week of July 18 

working at Urban Promise and staying overnight at the 

church: 

Matthew DiGiacoma David Gosse Sophia Harrington 

Max Gosse  Emily Green Sharon Owens 

Henrik Maanson Tyler Merritt Joanne Smeltz 

Annie Shea  Ben Shea 
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GREAT WORK 
and 

GREAT TIMES 

YOUTH MISSION 
TRIP 
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 Staff and Student 
Openings 

 

Please contact Sharon if you 
are interested in joining the 
awesome teaching team as a teacher, assistant teacher 
and/or substitute teacher by emailing your resume today! 
We are accepting children’s registrations for a safe fall 
opening with the limited spots in each class at this time. 
Aldersgate Preschool is a ministry of Aldersgate Church and 
our mission is to nurture children in the knowledge and 
love of God and to surround them with steadfast love. Our 
purpose is to develop the entire child - socially, spiritually, 
intellectually, physically and emotionally. Aldersgate  
Preschool provides developmentally appropriate  
experiences for all children in a Christian environment 
which enables each one to achieve his/her full potential as 
an individual and in relationships with others. As part of 
Aldersgate UMC, Preschool families are always welcome to 
attend the opportunities for Christian nurture and  
fellowship offered by the church. Our curriculum includes 
both free play and guided activities. Language, sensory,  
motor, and perceptual skills are developed through  
child-centered and teacher-directed activities with an  
atmosphere conducive for learning. Rather than religion 
being a separate part of the curriculum, it is taught through 
the teacher’s loving example, through songs and stories, 
and thankfulness for God’s love and grace for us. We care 
for 18 month old to Prekindergarten Children – 9 a.m. to 
11:45 a.m. Before care (8 to 9 a.m.) and/or after care (11:45 
a.m. to 1 p.m.) September – May. Please contact Director, 
Sharon Jennelly  sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org  
and/or check out the Aldersgate Preschool page 
www.aldersgatede.org and our Facebook page for more 
details.  

Aldersgate’s Vacation Bible 
School went world-wide 
again this year! Many 
churches across 65 nations 

came together for WOW VBS 2021. Thank you for 
all who participated! Aldersgate families and the 
community were able to gather safely in their own 
homes and reached out to all families. We were 
able to share how we love to praise, follow, learn, 
and to serve! Aldersgate Families and the  
community were invited for the WOW Virtual Bible 
Spectacular Event, “Live Stream” broadcast in June 
which featured different hosts from around the 
world, Kidmin guest artist and celebrity cameos. 
Kids and families viewed fun, engaging, interactive 
program of worship, Bible stories and teaching, 
games, and a presentation of the gospel message 
with each 25 minute program. WOW was also on 
AldersgateDE Children’s Ministry Facebook page for 
all the fun. We are planning for VBS 2022 which will 
be back better than ever! 

UMW Social Action -  The School to Prison Pipeline 

The School to Prison Pipeline is a specific term used to describe how children and youth of  
color are re-routed by systems and institutions away from educational success and toward the 
criminal justice system. As United Methodist Women members and friends, we are called to do 
what we can to interrupt this school to prison pipeline where children of color are far too often targets of broken or 
biased systems. For example, black girls are about six times more likely to be suspended from school than white girls.   
United Methodist Women urges its members and friends to not deny what we see and to speak in the name of truth 
against racial injustice. UMW, in accordance with the position of the United Methodist Church, speaks out against 
criminalizing communities of color. Our UMW at Aldersgate supports local organizations such as Neighborhood House. 
Neighborhood House Inc. is a National Mission Institute of UMW and does important work empowering many children 
of color and helping them find educational success. 
We seek out opportunities to do more to interrupt the School to Prison Pipeline and invite members of the  
congregation to join us in this important ministry. If interested in learning more about stopping the School to Prison 
Pipeline contact Anne Murray at ampelican@comcast.net       
Do justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly with God.  Michah 6:8 

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
http://www.aldersgatede.org/
mailto:ampelican@comcast.net
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Sunday School teachers are so important and 
we need YOU! Please prayerfully  
consider helping with our children’s ministry 
Sunday school, starting September 26th at 
10:10 a.m.-10:50 a.m. in our age  
appropriate classes. 

 

Sunday School Matters – Jesus Loves Kids! 
Just look up some Bible verses about children. You’ll quickly see that scripture leaves no doubt that children matter to 
God. Luke 18:16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Jesus speaking in Luke 18:16 NIV Mark 9:37 “Whoever  
welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but 
the one who sent me.” Jesus speaking Mark 9:37 NIV Luke 18:17 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the  
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” Jesus speaking in Luke 18:17 NIV 

  
Parents Need Spiritual Backup – Sunday School Can Make a Difference 
 
1. It supports godly parenting. The church was never meant to be the exclusive faith teacher of children. Instead, 
God’s plan was for the two institutions (church and family) to form a partnership. 

2. It helps nudge some parents into more faithful attendance. Usually, parents become more involved in the church 
when their kids become more involved in the children’s ministry. 
3.    It brings unchurched families in contact with the Gospel. In our culture, reaching children is one of the most  
effective ways to make contact with unchurched families. 

  
Every Soul Matters to Jesus – Even if Your Sunday School Class is Small 
If we look at the example of Christ (which as Christians of course we must do), it is pretty obvious that individual lives 

matter. Jesus did reach out to the masses and preach strong widely heard messages. But a huge part of His ministry 

also involved personal relationships. Jesus valued His friendships, evidenced clearly by interactions with His disciples. 

He also exerted influence on people by simple conversations and time spent. We see Him with Nicodemus, Zacchaeus, 

and the Samaritan woman at the well…not to mention the countless individuals healed and blessed by His hands. Jesus 

ate with tax collectors and scoffed at Pharisees. He answered questions and demonstrated true care and devotion to 

life. This is the way to win souls. It is not through tracts or amphitheater sermons, but relationships. We are promised 

that our efforts and interactions will not be wasted, no matter how large or small our audience…“Again, truly I tell you 

that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For 

where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” -Matthew 18:19-20 

To volunteer as a Sunday School Teacher, please  

contact Sharon Jennelly  at sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org  or call 

the church at 478-2575 

https://ministry-to-children.com/bible-verses-about-children/
https://biblehub.com/luke/18-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/9-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/18-16.htm
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Summer Office 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

SPRC News 2 

COVID Mask Update 2 

Dates to Remember 2 

Lay Leaders’ Message 3 

Pastoral Care 3 

Neighborhood House Food Needs 3 

Aldersgate Leadership July 1, 2021 4-6 

Finance Update 7 

Life Celebrations 7 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 8-9 

United Methodist Women 10 

Children’s Ministry and Preschool 10-11 

Summer Worship  
Schedule 

  
In-Person and Live Streamed  

 
    9 a.m. Contemporary Service in Sanctuary 

11 a.m. Traditional Service in Sanctuary 
Live Streamed at 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDe/ .     
***If you do not have Facebook: Click link and choose the option 
of “NOT NOW”  to be taken to the live feed. 

  
YouTube:  www.youtube.com/c/aldersgatede and hit SUBSCRIBE! 

Monday — Thursday 9 a.m.—4 p.m. 

Friday— 9 a.m.— 12 noon 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDe/
http://www.youtube.com/c/aldersgatede

