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Distancing Ourselves as an Act of Love and Life 

By the Babylonian Rivers  

we sat down in grief and wept; 

Hung our harps upon the willows and 

mourned for Zion when she slept. 

How can we sing the Lord’s song in a 

strange and bitter land? 

Can our voices veil the sorrow? Oh Lord 

save your holy band. 

This is an old song and is based upon Psalm 137, a psalm written when people 
from Jerusalem were held captive in Babylon for 70 years. Scripture scholars 
refer to this as the Babylonian Exile and it took place nearly 600 years before 
the birth of Christ. For 70 years, the Jewish captives could not gather in their 
temple, or celebrate their Seder meals, or worship and remember their 
Passover. They were apart from their brothers and sisters for 70 years! 

We have been distant from one another for only a few months, since the middle 
of March. Our quarantine has given us a small glimpse into the pain and 
longing of the Babylonian exile. I know there’s a desire within our church family 
to gather and celebrate again, to re-open our church to worship, to celebrate 
and laugh together, to sing and to commune. I write, however, to inform you 
that we will be in exile for some time yet, and thus we will continue to connect 
remotely. The Lead Team is meeting monthly for the sole purpose of discussing 
the situation and the current feeling is that there is still too much risk in having 
in-person worship in a way that’s meaningful for the most number of people. 
Nearly every expert in the field of virus transmission concludes that it may 
reach a point where it is safe for large groups to gather again, yet they caution it 
will likely be only for a short time – this virus has its own time line! Most 
epidemiologists say that we are in the eye of the hurricane and the autumn will 
bring renewed spikes. And remember - even if we were to gather for worship, it 
would not resemble what we experienced before. There would be no gathering/
conversation, no congregational singing, communion would be very different, 
and certainly no fellowship afterward. Until there is treatment or a cure, this is 
our new reality. 

Still, as a pastor and shepherd, I feel deeply for the loneliness of members of 
our congregation, especially those who live alone. They are truly exiled, living in 
a strange and bitter land. I miss you. I miss celebrating with you. I miss 
worshiping the way we are used to worshiping. Yet, this is how we will be the 
Body of Christ for the world and one another – by protecting each other and not 
risking life unnecessarily.  

                                                                                                        Continue on next page 



Share the Journey   2 August 2020 

Stay connected with UMW through the monthly Faith Talk Podcast. 
Faith Talks are monthly conversations with United Methodist Women 
hosted by Jennifer R. Farmer. Each 
conversation explores themes and 
resources that empower us to put 
faith, hope and love into action. 

You can subscribe to the podcast through Apple Podcast, 
Spotify, Google Podcast, Speaker or Castbox. For more 
information visit www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

Stacie Sharpless DiGiacoma  

Sunday sermon available both  

on YouTube  and Facebook 

 Continued from previous page 

One day, we will journey out of exile to be together again – all of us – not just the young, not only 
the healthy, not only those who are not physically 
compromised, not merely 25% - NO! One day all of us 
will gather again. As the psalmist ends the prayer so 
this is our belief: Let the cross be benediction for 
those bound in tyranny. By the power of resurrection 
lead us from captivity! 

Blessings to each of you! 

Pastor Chris 

From Your Lay Leader  
Sharon Owens  

 
   layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 
As the pandemic continues, with no end in sight, we are always looking for new ways to reach out and 

connect with our Church family. We have our Facebook Live service on Sundays, which is also now 

streaming on YouTube. You no longer need to have a Facebook account to participate. In addition to 

the service, we are now gathering via Zoom for Koinonia time. It’s been a good way to catch up with 

others, see some smiling faces, and re-connect visibly with each other. We think of it as a virtual coffee 

and fellowship hour.  

The Lex files have been a great way to keep on the lectionary readings too!  

Several Sunday School classes are still meeting via Zoom on Sunday mornings, and UMW circles are 

also keeping in touch via Zoom. Rob has been holding some Zoom calls for the choir and keeps us 

posted on happenings via regular e-mail.  

Emily is holding Impact for the youth on Sundays and hosting virtual hang outs with both Middle and 

High School students on Wednesday evenings.  

We would love to hear from everyone any ideas or thoughts on how you’ve connected with others in the 

Church, so we can share with others.  

Please remember, if you have any special prayer concerns, you can send a message or call into the 

Church office.  

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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How Long?  
Not Long 
Recent Sermon by 
Pastor Tony Arrington 
 

Reading from the Bible,  
2 Chronicles, 11-14  
The LORD Appears to Solomon 
 
When Solomon had finished the temple of the LORD and the royal palace, and had succeeded in 
carrying out all he had in mind to do in the temple of the LORD and in his own palace,  the LORD 
appeared to him at night and said: “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself 
as a temple for sacrifices. “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts 
to devour the land or send a plague among my people,  if my people, who are called by my name, 
will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
 
From the director of music. A psalm of David. 
How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? 2 How 
long must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my heart? How long will my 
enemy triumph over me?  Look on me and answer, LORD my God. Give light to my eyes, or I will 
sleep in death,  and my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” and my foes will rejoice when I fall.  
But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. I will sing the Lord ’s praise, 
for he has been good to me. 
 
Pastor Tony: 
Sitting on the floor between the legs of my grandfather as we watched President Johnson sign the 
Voting Rights Act (1965), it seemed like a time of celebration, especially for the adults. It’s hard to 
recount the joy and apprehension they felt because voting wasn’t something we would be doing for a 
while, yet as my grandfather took a long draw on his cigar, he said “It’s about time; enough blood’s 
been shed.” 
 
Still I have to admit that although I had empathy for those who marched in the south; the world I 
grew up in was vastly different than the ones we watched on television. I grew up in a mining village 
sprinkled with Polish, Italians, Russians, Germans, Irish and Mexicans. In the 1950’s  these people 
were all struggling to feed their children and live out the American dream. 
 
On Monday and Wednesday, Junior Vello ate at our house after school, and Tuesday and Thursday we 
ate at his. 
 
From first grade to graduation I served as one of eight black people to matriculate and graduate from a 
class of 675 white students. So, for most of my formal experience of life it has been in multicultural 
settings. The stereotypic origins depicted about black people didn’t puncture my psyche until the age 
of fourteen; that’s when my father gave my brother George and me “the talk”.  
Not about girls as we had hoped, no this was the talk in how to behave around “white folks, especially 
police, particularly if you might get arrested.  
 
AD LIB, AD LIB, AD LIB 
 
What was most alarming about this was my father’s approach was much different than his usual 
conduct towards life. A staunch supporter of Malcom X, he believed in the “Ballot or the Bullet” rather 
than overcoming. 
 

With not only the pandemic but the protests affecting the nation. a 

recent sermon by our pastor Tony Arrington was found to 

resonate with those attending the online service that day, with 

several asking that we include it in the next Messenger.  Pastor 

Tony kindly provided  his  sermon, with the caveat that the 

sermon was impromptu  and he often left the written page. 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page  
 
Yet I would later learn his approach was geared to keep us alive. 
 
How I find myself in front of you can only be attributed to God and the myriad of people, black and 
white, rich and poor, godly and ungodly, who have taken me across a journey filled with peaks and 
valleys. 
 
Yet I want you to know that I would give being born in the south 1000 times over,  rather then to have to 
recount the defacto segregation distributed in Pittsburgh…… A handful of black professionals in one part 
of town spoke for everybody else, and even if there were no signs saying colored or white only, you knew 
where to go and what would happen if found there after dark. 
 
We sat in the same living room and watched Martin, Malcom and Bobby get killed and then we knew 
there really was no hope; all of our earthly champions had been vanquished. 
 
Referring to today’s Bible lesson on Solomon:  
Can the Lord truly hear your prayers through, Selma, through being a Black Panther and wanting to be 
an expatriate? 
 
There was a time when most of us felt that no matter what,  things weren’t going to change “cus Miss 
Velma always said, White Folks ain’t gonna change lest they have too!” and that’s damn near impossible. 
 
Ralph Ellison wrote a book The Invisible Man, it’s about a guy who travels the business world and finds 
that he is invisible; the only time his opinion was valued is when it was used to validate the status quo. 
 
HOW LONG?  
I hated to read the book as a teen but as I grew up and worked, in the broader context I found that was 
the case. It’s a trip when you work in a field and wind up training people to be your supervisor, just 
because their skin is a little lighter than mine!!!!! 
 
The Psalmist asks, “how long?”, because if I’m too confident in my work, then I’m cocky or arrogant. 
These and many other things I could push out because the real question is not what others haven’t done, 
or should’ve done. Isn’t the question, the real question:  what you are going to do about it? 
 
Let’s forget about the past 400 years, and the Freddie Grays and Breanna Taylors, let’s put the Travon 
Martins and the Ammad Arbeys aside, let’s destroy the concepts of welfare queens and corner boys. 
 
Everybody from Oprah to the folks next door are asking what should we do, where do we go from here? 
 
What can I do? First friends I must tell you what the words say: 
 
“When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the 
land or send a plague among my people,  if my people, who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 
 
Let’s visit the first verse for a minute, beloved, before Covid 19 we  didn’t think too much about anything 
that wasn’t routine, like most of us, until about a week and a half in as we watched the numbers grow 
and the plague became more real here at home. 
 
Shucks. many of us didn’t give our immediate family too much thought out of the ordinary until we had 
to quarantine with them or away from them. 
 
 Continued on next page 
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See beloved, this is a global plague and only the Lord can lift the stigma, why?  because prayer with 
the Lord is our earthly duty…. 
 
But if we prayed, the first step of action is to ask the Lord what you should do, because nobody here 
on earth has the answer. 
 
Second: look at the times, a decade ago gay rights were taboo all the way around and then a moment 
in a twinkling of an eye it changed. The Me-Too movement was the victory lap that finally saw 
action from the woman’s movement, Occupy Wall-street was a heads up, that middle class white 
kids were getting the shaft, and it’s  a booming economy.  
 
So why is George Floyd so different? Take a look at the optics, the first few days the protests were 
mainly black and Latino in origin, you know the typical, “What do they want now?” but since Covid 
we are cooped in and we have to watch. 
 
 God compels us to watch murder in the street, he begins to be tough at this race and that race, this 
class and that class, despite the rhetoric good, bad or indifferent, there begins to be a common 
thread: Lord I can’t do what I used to do, I can’t get beyond this isolation, I can’t hide behind my 
privilege or wallow in my victimization,  
 
Yes, this plague has made us truly look at our world and the person power we have given away by 
not listening to the voice, the voice of the one who stilled the waters, the one who stilled the seas. 
The one who asked who is my brother and who is my mother. 
 
Third on the road to recovery is repent; repent not to people but we have to repent to the Lord for 
trying to manage his world through unholy eyes… as long as we see each other with jaundice eyes 
from our perspectives then we can’t hear the cries of those who need our help…… 
 
Covid is so cruel we can’t even properly mourn the ones who die because our own lives were in 
jeopardy. 
 

How Long Oh Lord; How Long? 
 
What is different? 
 a little ten year old boy making meals  
 a little girl making masks 
 churches supplementing food banks 
 
How long? Not long 
 
We are so immersed in our own troubles that we have lost sight that this is a global problem. There 
is not a place on this planet that is not affected.  
 
The Lord has made it possible for us all to pay attention. All of our diversions and situations we used 
to escape from the hand of God have played out. 
 
God is welcoming us back. God is calling us away from our lustful desires, to the divine desires of 
loving one another for Christ’s sake and not our own. 
 
It’s not just black and white, it’s not just rich and poor; it’s those who we as fellow human beings 
that have been neglected and marginalized that we might gain from their oppression. 
 
 Continued on next page 
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Agnes  Steele passed away on June 27, 2019 (notified June 30, 2020) 

            Mark and Geryld Huxsoll                  August 19      31 years 

            Doug and Anne Lawson                     August 19      48 years 

           David and Heidi McGeady                August 19      14 years 

            Bob and Carolyn Reis                          August 19      48 years 

            Doug and Donnie DeVoll                    August 21      55 years 

            Robert and Debra Mulrooney            August 21     27 years 

            Kevin and Kathryn Boardman           August 22     28 years 

            John and Mary Jane Prince                August 22    28 years 

            Vincent and Diana Vandenbraak       August 22    38 years 

            Peter and Lynn Bauer                           August 24    29 years 

            Khristopher and Rebecca Townsend  August 25   19 years  

            Levi and Heather Benson                     August 26    14 years 

            Richard and Lorraine Fleming            August 29    67 years 

            Bill and Edith Harvey                            August  30   40 years 

            William and Deborah Hartnett            August 31    47 years 

            James and Pamela Morrison   August 2              51 years 

            Dan and Julia Shay                    August 2              12 years 

            Michael and Sara Gleason        August 4              14 years 

            David and Betty Dunbar           August 5              48 years 

 John and Lucille Riggs.              August 6.             60 years  

            Bill and Barbara Buckley          August 8              33 years 

            Frank and Jean Sobonya          August 8              22 years 

            David and Nancy Branciaroli   August 9              24 years 

            Don and Joanne Marvel            August 10            57 years 

            Chris and Donna Ruggiero       August  12           25 years 

            Dave and Penny  Short              August 13            43 years 

            Ralph and Emily Bankert          August 14            55 years 

            Mike and Lynne Conlan             August 14            44 years 

            Andrew and Christina Davis     August 16              6 years 

            Rob and Amanda McFarland    August 17                1 year 

            Bob and Joanne Bodwell            August 18          64 years 

 

Continued from previous page  
 
It’s not countries that need to be made great.  It’s the exultation of the Lord God who Jesus claims is the 
only good element in our lives. 
 
Jesus welcomes us past our bigotry and prejudice; Jesus calls us to love one another as I have loved you. 
 
The victory is not for a particular sex or race. The victory is saved for the human race, the one that Paul 
talked about to save the world. 
 
Beloved, all of this is happening so fast that none of us can truly grasp it. 
 
How Long? 
 
 Will lasting change really happen? 
 All over the country, states and cities are changing laws; police began kneeling with protesters,  
 
How Long? 
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Rummage Sale 
Update: 
 Many of us have been sorting 
things to donate these COVID 
days. At church, our closets are 
full and we cannot accept new 
donations, so please keep and 
store things at your home. If you 
are desperate to dispose of 
items, check if other 
organizations are accepting 
them now. 
Thanks. 
 
Nancy 
Hough 

Koinonia After Church 
 

Koinonia is Greek for fellowship and so enjoy this time 
“together.” We are excited to share an additional way for 
you to connect just after the service every Sunday, at noon. 
Pastor Chris has set up a zoom meeting called “Koinonia 
After Church” with the sole purpose of giving members an 
opportunity to connect with your church friends. This is a 
new event so be patient if there are any bugs. It has been 
set up to begin without a host, so just sign in and stay as 
long as you like!  
 
Here’s how to connect: 
 
Click on this link: https://zoom.us/j/92360152792?
pwd=WnI2NlF0OGxSUnRFMEx1UlpMOGV5dz09  
 
Meeting ID: 923 6015 2792 
Password:  Aldersgate  
 

Living Unafraid 

Since mid-May, The Crazy Ladies Study Group has been looking at Adam 

Hamilton’s Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times. We have 

found many gems inside that are helpful for this time. Our discussions have been 

wide-ranging and meaningful.  

Pastor Hamilton asked his congregation to memorize Matthew 7:12 – “You should 

treat people in the same way that you want people to treat you.” And also James 1:19 

– “Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to grow angry.” Before speaking or 

posting about politics or responding to another’s statement of opinion, he asked 

them to remember these verses and think about reflecting love, being kind, and 

treating others as they themselves would like to be treated.  

Church members carried cards with the verses printed on them and found that this 

small daily reminder helped them engage with others in a comfortable way.  

We are going to incorporate this into our lives and would like to share cards we have 
had printed. If you would like to have one (or more) or find out more about our 
group, which meets Tuesdays at 10:30 on Zoom, contact Betsy Diemer.

https://zoom.us/j/92360152792?pwd=WnI2NlF0OGxSUnRFMEx1UlpMOGV5dz09
https://zoom.us/j/92360152792?pwd=WnI2NlF0OGxSUnRFMEx1UlpMOGV5dz09
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Just because we aren’t able to run summer camp doesn’t mean we’re sitting around moping. We’re doing 

everything possible to offer activities and programs to help children, youth and adults. Here ’s a rundown: 

 Summer activities such as swimming, canoeing, kayaking and even weekend stays are available for individuals 

and families.   We’re open for Retreat Groups in cabins, retreat houses and the Riverview Retreat Center. We’re 

limiting group size to 50% of capacity to allow for safe spacing. We have instituted mask requirements, 

enhanced cleaning and modified food service to make your stay as safe as possible. Contact  Richelle Darrell for 

more information. 

We’re offering an online retreat, Praying with our Discomfort, as well as Personal Retreats at the Riverview 
Retreat Center. We are here to help you connect with God. 

• Mission Trip cancelled? Your group can come to Pecometh to work on a variety of projects to help improve 

the property and facilities. You can come for a single day or arrange for multiple days and stay at Pecometh. 

Contact Rachel Hovermale for more information. 

• Looking for a group activity? Schedule exclusive use of our swimming pool or waterfront activities for just 

$5 per person (minimum charges apply). Contact Richelle Darrell for more information. 

  
Finally, August is designated as Pecometh Month for Pen-Del’s Conference Advance Special. We’re developing 
another Pecometh Sunday worship service for you to use on any Sunday during the month. The video will be 
available at the end of July. CLICK HERE to sign up to get the video and other Pecometh Month resources. 

Reverend Tom Short Memorial Bell Tower at Rodney Scout Reservation 

Many of you were loved and pastored by Reverend Tom Short during his tenure as senior pastor here from 
1982-1999.  Not only was Pastor Short an amazing pastor, he was also an Eagle Scout and he credited Boy 
Scouting with “saving his life.”  Tom’s love for Scouting was well-known and it was his passion and vision 
that got Troop 67 up and running again in 1996.   
Additionally, Tom was very active in supporting the local Del-Mar-Va Council, Boy Scouts of America by 
serving in many advisory and leadership roles.  Shortly after his passing in August 2018, a small group of 
Scouters decided to move forward with a future memorial project to be built in honor of Tom at the local Boy 
Scout camp - Camp Rodney.   
 
Camp Rodney was a place of great importance to Tom as a youth and later as an adult where he served as the 
Camp Rodney chaplain back in the early 1960s.  The old chapel bell that last rang out more than 50 years ago 
to call Scouts to worship was located and work has been underway to refurbish that bell and design, build 
and install a bell tower at the Camp Rodney chapel where the bell can once again call campers to chapel 
services.  
 
The Rev. Tom Short Memorial Bell Tower will bring back an old tradition, greatly enhance the chapel 
experience, and remind campers of their duty to God. We are anticipating a dedication in early September at 
the Camp Rodney Chapel in Northeast, MD.  (I will be sure to post pictures in a future Messenger once they 
are available.)  
 
Because many of you loved Pastor Short as I did, I wanted the Aldersgate family to know about this tribute 
and to invite you to be a part of this project.  You can send any contributions, designated to “Bell Tower” to 
Del-Mar-Va Council, BSA at 1910 Baden Powell Way, Dover DE 19904.  Last year, Troop 67 made the first 
financial pledge.   
In Scouting, 
  
John A. Walker 
Scoutmaster,  Troop 67 ,  302-981-3711 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!K9jlTMSRNuMLekA2AoDDqtbq3evz-TLqfarwxbK19Pzim5U6wfQE5M9lVmnBCT2yg
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!Dzbvq8PmM4VlBiWG9mokvnYfYtGtbfJLByVi-NMZG3+dPFH+2U95K2Gofru3inhAM
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!xS9nPiY1r7Jc1Ud62oIoj+UeoVK-2NEpxXSXY32IHBjWba8TrrkcDc0021b2Q-fOg
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!BmQb96Uroh00GgVmG6nG+2GOOL6mt9VMZFlb0SatMEVTMfeP3WMpyHzpTrsXrLHMw
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!Ht8KXIfstUh-FjHjEZLYOgUNOS5RKeY+vjRuimt1BSStilnGgD7C9eXBKvr9m46D0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!wE6uB0Y06JwMDGU2NONViF9E-u9xbZGPmwfdnYYQG-17-PaV7UjHA+D2g-NyWerUg
https://www.facebook.com/dmvcbsa/posts/10157954458582152
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Children’s Ministry News 

Aldersgate’s Vacation Bible School went world-wide this year! More than 
1000 churches across 65 nations came together for WOW VBS 2020.  Thank 
you for all who participated! Aldersgate families and the community were able 
to gather safely in their own homes and reached out to more families. We were 
able to share how God gives us courage, hope, help and love. Aldersgate 
Families and the community were invited to Facebook.com/
faithkidzministries and/or Youtube.com/faithkidzTV for the WOW Virtual 

Bible Spectacular Event, “Live Stream” broadcast which featured different hosts from around the 
world, kidmin guest artist, and celebrity cameos. Kids and families viewed a fun, engaging, 
interactive program of worship, Bible stories and teaching, magic, fun, games, and a presentation 
of the gospel message with each 35-40 minute program. WOW was also viewed live stream on 
AldersgateDE  Children’s Ministry Facebook pages with a few watch parties, too! The WOW VBS 
live streaming has ended yet the good news is that WOW is available on demand through August. 
As always, please stay safe, healthy and reach out with any questions.  

 

 
Please contact Sharon if you are interested in joining the awesome teaching team as 
an assistant teacher and/or substitute teacher by emailing your resume today! We are 
accepting children’s registrations for a safe fall opening with the limited spots in each class at this 
time.  
Aldersgate Preschool is a ministry of Aldersgate Church and our mission is to 
nurture children in the knowledge and love of God and to surround them with 
steadfast love.   
Our purpose is to develop the entire child - socially, spiritually, intellectually, physically and 
emotionally. Aldersgate Preschool provides developmentally appropriate experiences for all 
children in a Christian environment which enables each one to achieve his/her full potential as an 
individual and in relationships with others. As part of Aldersgate UMC, Preschool families are 
always welcome to attend the abundant opportunities for Christian nurture and fellowship offered 
by the church. Our curriculum includes both free play and guided activities. Language, sensory, 
motor, and perceptual skills are developed through child-centered and teacher-directed activities 
with an atmosphere conducive for learning. Rather than religion being a separate part of the 
curriculum, it is taught through the teacher’s loving example, through songs and stories, and 
thankfulness for God’s love and grace for us. We care for 18 month old to Prekindergarten Children 
– 9 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Before care (8 to 9 a.m.) and/or after care (11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m.) September –
May. Please contact Director, Sharon Jennelly sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org and/or check out 
the Aldersgate Preschool page www.aldersgatede.org and our Facebook page for more details.  

Blessings, 
Sharon Jennelly 
Director of Children’s Ministry & Aldersgate Preschool 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Faithkidzministries/?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/Faithkidzministries/?hc_location=ufi
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2FYoutube.com%2FfaithkidzTV%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3NbkhLyW1vW_R2FTqcg3rP14ybnWgPrKAhMghECq2U1yl2P5-ygyDUJ4M&h=AT3wCGehvFeDdAO_o3fOCVh9qE6WVdsvNnRM9rIQFGSMFsps2kLXBGy4vZl4ViNZHilYrTUjDhk-_q0Fhe5Bgn7LaQghHHwN5TQwlEU5qrA6vccSa
mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
http://www.aldersgatede.org
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It's Still US Census Time - Be sure you get counted! 

by Nancy Hough 

 

This is a reminder and update regarding the 2020 census. 
The US Constitution requires that the population is counted 
every ten years to determine Congressional 
representation  and funding distribution. Participation is 
required by law, but the most important reason to participate is 
to be sure we receive the benefits the count provides.   

 

The census counts were made more complicated by the 
pandemic. The website “2020census.gov” states:  

“If someone such as a college student is just living with you temporarily due to the COVID-19 
situation, they should be counted where they ordinarily would be living on April 1, 2020.” 

 

If they would have been living in college housing, the college will be reporting them. If they 
were in their own rental or home, they should respond directly on the survey for that address. 

 

Surveys were mailed in March and could be answered 
online or by phone or mail. If you haven’t yet submitted 
your form, please do so right away.  If you need help 
completing your questionnaire, you can call toll-free 1-844-
330-2020.  

 

The next step is for a census worker to be sent to your home 
to collect your answers in person. This will be starting 
shortly.  

 

Take time now to be counted, if you haven't already done so. Thanks! 

http://2020census.gov
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Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

I am writing to let the Peninsula Delaware Annual Conference know that I have prayerfully decided 

that the bulk of our annual conference sessions this fall will be virtual and not in-person (face to 

face).  The continual rise in COVID 19 cases, the threat of a second wave in the fall, the age of most 

of our constituents, and the budgetary challenges we are facing has led me to this decision.  

I will be meeting with the annual conference sessions committee shortly to determine the details and 

we will be in touch as plans are worked out with more specific information.  We plan to keep the 

same dates that had been previously announced but with a few time changes.  Understanding that all 

social distancing and other health precautions will be observed, the dates are: 

• Saturday,  October 24, 2020,  9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.- Clergy Session (virtual) 

• Saturday,  October 24, 2020,  1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. - Laity Session (virtual).   

There will be no in-person meeting that day at St. Mark’s UMC. 

  

• Friday, November 13, 2020, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Annual Conference (virtual/live 

streaming).  There will be no in-person meeting this day.   

• Saturday, November 14, 2020, 10:00 a.m. – Memorial Service at Connections Community 

Church, Middletown, DE (in person but by ticket only with limited seating and live streaming 

available).  

• Saturday, November 14, 2020,  2:00 p.m. – Ordination Service at Connections Community 

Church, Middletown, DE (in person but by ticket only with limited seating and live streaming 

available).   

Many annual conferences across the country have opted for virtual sessions with great success so we 

will be able to learn from their experiences.  Ensuring electronic accessibility by our voting delegates 

is a priority for us.  We are committed to providing accessibility for individuals with disabilities.  We 

will also continue to receive our special Annual Conference offerings online and/or by mail. 

I realize this is a huge change from what we are used to doing. The fellowship and resourcing that is 

typical of an in-person event will be limited and the agenda will be smaller. However, this will help 

us to do things in a new way that may facilitate even greater options for ministry in the future.  As 

Isaiah 43:19 reminds us, “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I 

am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”  Our God is a way-maker, doing 

new things for a new generation.  Please be in prayer as we embark on this venture of Annual 
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 Worship Services 
Temporarily Streaming 
Online on Sunday at 11 
a.m.  
 

   Can be reached on Facebook at: 
 
         https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE  OR 

 

Now you can see the sermon live on 

your smart TV via YouTube!! 

  NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Temporary Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Closed Fridays 
Note: please call ahead (302-478-2575) before visiting 
church 

https://www.facebook.com/AldersgateDE

