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  A significant place where disciples are made 2018 

 In The Heat of the Battle 

Here in the heat of August we remain in a heated national discussion swirling 
around social justice and, in particular, immigra-
tion. A basic concept of the Christian faith 
should be profoundly evident at the core the dis-
cussion. 
Are we loving others as we love ourselves (Lev. 
19:18, Matt. 22:39) and, of course, in the first 
part, are we loving God with all our hearts, 
minds, soul and strength (Deut. 6:5, Matt. 
22:37)? If we say yes and don’t get involved in 
this discussion and others involving areas of so-
cial justice, then we’re living some sort of false Christianity. 
Because there is but one race on the face of the earth, the human race, God’s 
concern and therefore our concern, is about all humans (John 3:16). When one 
part of the race called humans is hurting, we are all hurting and should feel 
compelled to do something to alleviate the hurt (Matt 22:40+45). 
I’m not saying you have to go and stand in front of a tank, confront a line of po-
lice or some mob of people, unless that’s truly what you feel God is calling you 
to do, but I am saying that in some form we are responsible and ought to feel 
compelled to talk about solutions to the problems that plague us. 
Dr. Ron Sider, a professor from the seminary I attended put it well in his book 
One Sided Christianity. He writes, “Biblical faith summons believers to active 
social concern. In some circumstances, we will engage in immediate relief to 
prevent disaster. At others, we will do long-term community development. And 
at still others, we will work politically to improve socio-economic and political 
structures. Always, our goal will be to obey and glorify the God re-vealed in 
Scripture as the One who seeks wholeness for all.” (p. 156) 
Aldersgate has a 67-year history of being involved in the community and thank-
fully that community has involved downtown Wilmington and many places near 
to and far away from Wilmington. A mission team of 28 went to Providence, RI 
in July and brought love and concern to refugees and others living in poverty. 
Let us continue to find ways, using the minds and strength God has given us to 
go into the world, in the strength of the Spirit giving ourselves to others and 
making a difference, real change, in the only place that we can call home until 
the day comes when we go to our eternal home. To God be the glory! 
 
God bless each of you this summer! 
 

Pastor Chris 
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As the temperature heats up often your utility bill does as well. The Caring for 
Creation team wants to provide you with some summer tips to benefit the planet 
and help lower your bills this summer. Most of these tips are simple things that 
you can do to help lower your energy cost and others require a little effort to 
help make sure your home is keeping out the warmer air. Check out these 10 
tips from WeatherBug.com to help lower your impact on the planet this summer. 
  
•    Turn off air conditioners at night and open the windows if the temperature 

outside is not too warm. In the morning, shut the windows and blinds to capture the cool air. 
•    Install window coverings to keep the heat out in the summer. Awnings can reduce solar heat gain 
up to 65 percent on south-facing windows and 77 percent on west-facing 
windows. Highly reflective, generally white, blinds can reduce heat gain 
by 45 percent compared to 33 percent by medium-colored draperies. 
•    Set the thermostat at 78 degrees to maximize comfort while you are at 
home and warmer when away. As a general rule of thumb, you can save 
10 percent on your electric bill by turning your thermostat up 10 to 15 de-

grees for eight hours. 
•    Using a ceiling fan will allow you to increase 
your thermostat by 4 degrees and not notice 
any change in temperature. Fans that have the 
ENERGY STAR label move air 20 percent 
more efficiently than other models. Another 
rule of thumb, the bathroom fan should be 
used to remove heat and humidity from your room. 
•    Keep your cooling system running smoothly by having it maintained 
regularly. Lamps or TV sets should not be placed near the thermostat be-
cause the excess heat will keep the thermostat running longer than it 
should. Vacuum registers to remove dust buildup and make sure furniture is 
not blocking the air flow. 

•    Cook using the stove, microwave oven or grill outside to prevent heat from spreading through your 
home. 
•    Prevent warm air from leaking into your home by sealing cracks and openings. Add caulk or 
weather-stripping to seal air leaks around leaky doors and windows. 
•    Compact fluorescent (CFL) and Light Emitting Diode (LED) light bulbs will last much longer than 
your average light bulb, reduce the amount of electricity needed to run your lamp and add less heat to 
a room than incandescent bulbs. 
•    Wash only full loads of clothes and run full dishwashers at night. Air dry dishes and clothing. 
•    Avoid running a computer, burning open flames and using curling irons and if possible, minimize us-
age of stereos and televisions. All this will just add to heat in your home. 
  
Even though these might seem like little things that you can do, they can add up to make a tangible dif-
ference and save you some money as well. Enjoy the remainder of your summer. 

 

Adam West  

Committee Member  
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August 2018 Finance Report 
 
 Your Finance Committee (Parentheses indicate term expiration) 
 

 
June 30th marked the end of our fiscal year. Contributions were slightly ahead of the previous fiscal 
year but were lower than we had planned. As per agreement with PG&M, $40k that was made avail-
able for ministry of the church from undesignated previous year Endowment Fund earnings was re-
corded as income.  
 
Expenses were lower than last year and less than what was planned. Given that we had a budget of 
over $1.1 million, the $17,600 loss that was recorded is not significant (about 1.5%). 
 
As the summer holiday/vacation time arrives, please keep in mind that the expenses for maintaining 
the facility and administrative costs do not take a vacation. We now have electronic contribution op-
tions that are available to you to easily maintain your financial commitment to the church.  
 

Online – Make a donation on our website: www.Aldersgatede.org 

 

Text to Donate – Make a donation via Text message! 302-213-6168 

Chair – John Prince (2020) 

Brett Landis (2019) 

Janeen Ernst (2019) 

Dorothy Whiteman (2019) 

Preston Cooper (2020) 

Dennis Snyder (2020) 

James Wang  (2021) 

Ferris Wharton (2021) 

Ex Officio: 

Pastor – Chris Pennington 

SPRC – Mike Pittenger/Jennifer 

Pendley 

Trustees – Lynne Conlan 

Treasurer – Lynette Kenton 

Business Administrator – Kevin 

Botbyl 

Lay Leader – Ferris Wharton 
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Children's Ministry ~ Vacation Bible 
School 2018 ~ Shipwrecked Rescued By Jesus 

 We experienced a high of 94 VBS’ers and 34 fantastic volunteers 
throughout the week of June 18-22, 9 a.m. -noon. Total of 128 in-
volved! 14 children are members, 44 Aldersgate Preschool chil-
dren/alumni and 22 volunteers are members of Aldersgate! What 
an outreach for our children and families of the community!  We 
are ever so grateful for all the hard work and effort of all the volun-
teers both adult and teens making VBS such a success! 

Special THANK YOU to our favorite pirate and Senior Pastor Chris Pennington with Cast Away Sing 
& Play and Sail Away Send Offs! 

Sound Board - Jed Wydilia, Fero Stout & Mia Wichmann 

Tide Pool Preschool – Megan Angeny, Rachael Jennelly, Chloe Nield, Natalie Ruggerio & Jaden Sand-
ers.  

Bible Discovery –Brandon Gladden, Frank Honisch, Judy Morton, Reagan Metz, Audrey & Tyler 
Shenk & Adam West  

Photographer & Spotlight VBS– Fero Stout & Mia Wichman 

KidVid Cinema – Renee Shenk, Celia Wichmann & Jed Wydila  

Ship Rec Games – Anna & Amy Goodman 

Imagination Station/Crafts – Kaydence Gladden, Elizabeth Siskey & Victoria Suppe 

Tropical Treats– Madeline Carr, Beverly Melcher & Isabella Meredith 

Blessed with our fabulous Crew Leaders:  

Grace DiGiacoma, Ella Gordon, Michael Ignudo, Emileigh Lake, Ava Medeiros, Molly Mourea, Lauren 
Pearson, Keila Pennington, Marly Prygon, Sue Reader & Natalie Ruggerio. 

THANK YOU those who donated a grocery cart full of food for the local food banks, as well as attend-
ing Chick-Fil-A Spirit Day as we collected $21.79 for Spirit Lake Missions. The children (and the vol-
unteers, too!) really do understand that when you’re lonely, when you worry, when you struggle, when 
you do wrong, or when you’re powerless….Jesus Rescues! 

As always, we are sharing our decorating and game resources with other churches this year .  We con-
tinue to play the VBS music CD’s as it keeps us spreading the LOVE! Planning has already started for 
next summer, for the day after Father’s Day 2019. ROAR! Contact Sharon if you have a willing heart to 
serve the children and families of our community. 

Like us on Facebook Aldersgate DE Children’s Ministry for all the photo from throughout the 
week. 
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 TRUSTEE HAPPENINGS 

The July Trustees meeting prioritized 3 Big Ticket projects. 

 Boiler/Heating = $110K 

 Air Conditioning System = $99k 

 Music Room Roof = $24k 

 

The HVAC projects are tremendous expenditures but will also provide dramatic savings on heating/

air conditioning cost, not to mention the comfort it will provide our congregation. 

MAJOR PROJECT COMPLETION 

 Sound System Upgrade 

Many members have commented in the improvement of our Sound System. This project was costly 

and funded through various church resources, including proceeds from our Rummage Sale. A major 

portion of the funding came from Earnings from Endowments. We are faced with many costly pro-

jects this year, which cannot be possible without the generous gifts given by our members. We are 

blessed by with this continuing source of funding and thankful for those who provide these gifts. 

SAFETY FIRST 

Sadly, in these tumultuous times it has become necessary for all of us to be prepare for any kind of 

emergency. To have each of us prepared it was proposed that emergency signage be placed around 

church and each room with be outfitted with a contact list of appropriate people or agencies to be 

contacted should the need present itself. 

OTHER PROJECTS 

 Resurfacing of parking Lot 

 Painting of white trim on exterior on building 

 Standing water on new patio roof                                                     Bill Elliott 
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Join us September 11-13 at Pecometh’ s Riverview Retreat Center for the River of Life Retreat: 

Seasons of Change. Come to the river to explore areas of change in your life, and how to maintain a 

spiritual center based on God's Word in scripture. Join us as we share in healing prayer to guide you 

through life's transitions.  

  

Participants will experience healing prayer in life’s transitions, prayer & scripture experiences, and 

talks with topics including: discovering how to pray for self, family, and others during difficult life 

issues, understanding our own physical & spiritual limitations, and discerning God’s plan for your 

future. The cost is $239 per person and includes program fees, double occupancy accommodations 

for 3 days, 2 nights and 5 meals. This retreat often fills up quickly; online registration is the best way 

to be sure of reserving a spot, and paper registrations can only be accepted if there is still space re-

maining. 

  

For more information and to register, please visit our website at www.pecometh.org/river-of-life or 

by calling Rev. Megan Shitama Weston at 410-556-6900 x104.  

Our first two weeks of summer camp have come and gone, but there is still plenty of time to register 
for the remaining weeks! We have both overnight and day camp programs that run from now until 
the week of August 5-10. Below are just a few of the programs offered that still have availability. 
 
Riverside is our traditional camp program that has been going strong for over 71 years. This is what 
summer camp is all about … archery, canoeing, arts & crafts, music, challenge course, canteen,  swim-
ming, nature activities, games and of course, building friendships and making lifelong memories! 

 
It's All Fun & Games is an active program that is all about team-building, cooperative winning, and 
FUN! Campers can share their favorite field games, pick up some ultimate Frisbee and rugby ball 
tossing skills, and even play some pickup soccer, basketball, and volleyball. 
 
Archer Games will kick it up a notch with a more intensive level of archery instruction, regardless of 
previous experience! Participants will deepen their knowledge of the sport, engage in exciting chal-
lenges on the archery range, and even make their own arrows. 
 
Chester River Trek campers will trek the Chester River from the headwaters to the mouth. With early 
morning starts, they will crab, explore, and paddle to a better understanding of this awesome Eastern 
Shore waterway. At the end of the week, campers will participate in a shore favorite - a Crab Feast! 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!zVNsnIzFDAicvwppO52Ji-KHqVFkHTlwwE6yxEwCV1gwRt70roDVki0HaWrY3he8w
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!zVNsnIzFDAicvwppO52Ji-KHqVFkHTlwwE6yxEwCV1gwRt70roDVki0HaWrY3he8w
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!xXomvKM5M8enHgW1K6WA4F3UhcM6ORp-uPIfjlFIPhrLknpcvgJWYu4N3wzFTEOh0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!EpjTzMpe6U8uJlVLevyFAisg368a1ggj3rev2eIFpIDc95idYLNs9uqjFpYiI2YBw
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!F8h-Vhnfuzq+gjglqXkUu75Ozkv2-lmv-te-rV6TO6c3PofjnhEF2bM6cuQCdLT1M
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!LLOrZeNiM1i125LtOTNZo-wUlA+0m-MRxCs6GQTO1Oqrk6EMz4rTZpDgEqn7rw1b0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!zLjakNiR5v76pls25cWYockSPjh4cR2JyG3Q+tIBJc2CzLr29lZqCUey2OgHSXeyw
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Become a member of Aldersgate UMC! 
Our next new member classes are being offered Thursday,  August 9 at 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. or Saturday, Au-
gust 25 at 10 a.m.- noon. Childcare available upon request.  In this class we will answer your questions about 
Aldersgate and the United Methodist church, give you a tour of the building, and introduce you to the minis-
tries and people in our congregation. The next “class” of new members will be installed on Rally Day, Sep-
tember 9 at 10 a.m.. Please contact Cheryl Merritt, Membership Coordinator, to reserve your seat at:    new-
members@aldersgatede.org 
 

Woodland Worship: A Wild Church Experience 

  

Have you ever noticed that being out in Nature raises your awareness of the Creator 

God – that a sense of awe rises from your soul? 

  

You are invited to spend time drawing close to the Holy One 

  

· WHEN:   The 4th Saturday of the month, starting August 25th at 8:30-9:30  a.m. 

· WHERE:  In a quiet wooded setting across Sharpley Road from Mt. Lebanon    UMC 

· Parking provided in the church parking lot 

·  850 Mt. Lebanon Road, Wilmington, Delaware 19803 

· Enter at trailhead opening and follow path to worship 

area 

· WHAT:   A time to Be Still and Know God 

· Meditative Music 

· Scripture Reading 

· Closing Gathering with Holy Communion 

  

So please join us for this time of quiet worship. 

Dress appropriately for being in the woods 

Bring your family and your friends. 

Bring chairs or blankets to sit on and bug repellent. 

C. Karen Covey Moore, D.Min. 
chabereth@verizon.net  

mailto:chabereth@verizon.net
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.Join your Aldersgate family for a day of fun at Lum's Pond 
State Park on Saturday, August 4! We have a pavilion re-
served and will have a cookout and potluck! So load up your 
camping chairs, bring some bug spray, sunscreen, and break 
out your favorite potluck dish recipe. Our reserved spot is picnic 
area 4. Make sure you invite your fam-
ily and friends for a day of fun. Lum's 
Pond has hiking, kayaking, zip lining, 
disc golf and other activities. Lum's 
Pond is a carry in/carry out park. 
There will be more details that you can 
learn about at the services and through 
the one call. We’re still ironing out the 
details, but make sure you get it on 
your calender. You find out more 
about Lum's Pond here http://
www.destateparks.com.  

Adam West 

Our youth head to Providence 

RI for their 2018 Mission Trip 

http://www.destateparks.com/
http://www.destateparks.com/
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Kathy Daum 

United Methodist Women Fall General Meeting and Potluck 

Monday, September 24 at 6 p.m. in the Auditorium 

 

All women are invited to the United Methodist Women’s Fall General Meeting and Potluck.  Kim Ep-
pehimer, Executive Director of Friendship House, will be the program speaker for the meeting.  
Friendship House is a non-profit, faith based corporation serving individuals and families that are or 
at the risk of becoming homeless.  Aldersgate’s Good Samaritan Fund helps those in need pay critical 
bills; Friendship House works with Aldersgate to get the funds to the people most needy.  Please 
come to learn how Friendship House makes differences in the lives of those in need. 

 

Please sign up so that we can plan the evening.  
Sign up in the Auditorium after services on Sunday, September 9 – Rally Day and Sun-
day, September 16.  You may also sign up by sending an email to Kathy Daum at 
daumhf @comcast.net. 

 

If you are able, please bring a main or side dish to serve 8.  Desserts and beverages will be provided. 
Our mission project for the meeting is an UNDERWEAR collection. New underwear is not something 
that is usually donated in clothing drives and something that those who may be homeless or at risk 
for becoming homeless need. Women’s and children’s underwear in any sizes would be most appre-
ciated! 

 

 

Sight & Sound, Jesus, Bus Trip 

Tuesday, October 23, 11 a.m. Show 

 

Aldersgate United Methodist Women are looking forward to visiting Sight & Sound Theatre near 
Lancaster, PA to see the show Jesus. A Delaware Express bus will pick us up at Aldersgate and depart 
the church by 8:15 a.m. The bus is equipped with a restroom and you are invited to bring snacks/
lunch along. We have 50 tickets for the show. The Sight & Sound Theatre has concession stands of-
fering snacks, beverages, sandwiches and salads. We will not be stopping for lunch. The cost of the 
show and bus is $80. UMW has made the arrangements, and we invite others to join us. Seats are 
offered first come first serve.  If you would like to join us, please contact Kathy Daum, 
daumhf@comcast.net.  A check for $80 made out to Aldersgate UMW confirms your seat!   

mailto:daumhf@comcast.net
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 Jeff Walters 
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Families with children make up 40% of people in Delaware who experience homelessness. Family 

Promise works with faith-based congregations, like Aldersgate, to keep families together and end 

homelessness.  Over 80% of families in the program secure permanent housing in 60 days or less.  

90% of those continue to live in their homes 1 year after the program. 

Thank you to our self-less volunteers for being the hands and feet of Christ during our week of 
June 10th-17th.    Jessica Fresconi and Becky Bramley, Nancy Hough, Laura Parrish, Betsy Diemer, 
The Lefebvre Family, Mt. Lebanon UMC, The Burket Family, Pres Cooper, Judy Morton, The Johns-
ton Family, The Judy Family, Amanda Moyer, Natalie and Elizabeth Dyke, The Davenport Family, 
Andy Shenk, Taber Smith, The Ram Patrol of Troop 67, Bill & Candy Elliott, Ned Landis, Don 
Godwin, Kathy Daum, Bob Reis, Marilyn Reiner, Dolores Hal, Barbara Buckley, Carol Lamborn, 
Susan Schranck 
Volunteers served as overnight hosts, cooked and served dinner for 12-24 people each night, drove 

the 15 passenger van to and from the Day Center, prayed for our guests and volunteers, served 

breakfast, donated food, inflated mattresses and transformed classrooms to bedrooms, did laundry, 

swept floors, wiped tables, and provided our guests with a safe and grace-filled environment to rest. 

The next opportunity to host is in September.  If you are interested in joining us in this life-changing 
ministry please email Brian at bjmerritt@outlook.com. 

With gratitude, The Merritt Family 

July 10, 2018 
  
To the Crazy Ladies of Aldersgate UMC: 
  Thank you for blessing our agency with over 200 bags 
of food today. The caring deeds we see a person do from day to 
day reveal the loving heart within. 
  Thank you for being that special group of ladies that is 
willing to support our mission all year long! 
 May God continue to bless each member of this wonder-
ful group! 
 Sincerely, 
  

Kelly L. Lacy, Neighborhood House 

mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
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Dottie Mae DiSabatino 

passed away on June 9, 

2018 

 

Katherine Spitz passed 

away on July 3, 2018   

 
 
Daniel and Julia Shay                  August 2    10 year 
Frank and Jean Sobonya             August 8    20 year 
Donald and Joanne Marvel          August 10  55 years 
Ralph and Emily Bankert             August 14  53 years 
Robert and Joanne Bodwell        August 18   62 years 
Dana and Jean Pyle                    August 20   63 years 
Douglas and Donalyn DeVoll      August 21   53 years 
Robert and Debra Mulrooney      August 21   25 years 
Don and Bonnie Boyd                 August 22   70 years 
Richard and Lorraine Fleming     August 29   65 years 
William and Deborah Hartnett     August 31   45 years 

Homebound visitation is an important link between the church and members who are not able to be 

in the regular worship services.  Sometimes people are happy to have a visit but there are others who 

are not.  One of the difficulties of this ministry is helping people to know that the homebound minis-

try is not an intrusion into their lives but a connection to the body of believers.  Our ministry does not 

stay within the walls but reaches out to others. 

It would be ideal if everyone would understand the necessity of the connection.  As a congregation 

begins to age, there are many who need to share their experience as an active par-

ticipant in the life of the church.  I’ve heard the stories reflective memories of 

“when I was able,  would do this or that”.  Those memories, when they are 

shared, allow for the person who shares to know their contribution to the growth 

of the church is a vital part of the ministry that continues on the shoulders of 

those who were the foundation upon which we stand today. My hope is that any-

one who is homebound would receive our visit and share their story with us.   

Those who will read this know of someone who should be included in the visitation.  We need to 

know who those people are and let them know the Aldersgate community wants them to know they 

are loved.   

Without a doubt, Pastor Don Godwin paved the way for this ministry to continue.  His path requires 

“big shoes” to fill the legacy of his ministry.  It is with great humility that I come to this time recog-

nizing the great work of The Reverend Donald Godwin. Suffice it to say perhaps his name was meant 

to say with “don GOD-wins”.  Because of his willingness to serve we all win. 

Thank you for your continued support and encouragement. 

Pastor Anna Cottom 
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