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In The Heat of the Battle 
Here in the heat of August we remain in several heated national discussions all swirling around 
social justice. At their core is the basic concept of the Christian faith.  

Are we loving others as we love ourselves and, of course, in the first part, are we loving God with 
all our hearts, minds, soul and strength? If we say yes and don’t get involved in the discussion 
involving all these areas of social justice, then we’re living some sort of false Christianity.  

Because there is but one race on the face of the earth, the human race, God’s concern and 
therefore our concern, is about all humans. When one part of the race called humans is hurting, 
we are all hurting and should feel compelled to do something to alleviate the hurt.  

I’m not saying you have to go and stand in front of a tank, confront a line of police or some mob 
of people, unless that’s truly what you feel God is calling you to do, but I am saying that in some 
form we are responsible and ought to feel compelled to talk about solutions to the problems 
that plague us.  

Dr. Ron Sider, a professor from the seminary I attended put it well in his book One Sided              
Christianity. He writes, “Biblical faith summons believers to active social concern. In some        
circumstances, we will engage in immediate relief to prevent disaster. At others, we will do                   
long-term community development. And at still others, we will work politically to improve                  
socio-economic and political structures. Always, our goal will be to obey and glorify the God re-
vealed in Scripture as the One who seeks wholeness for all.” (p. 156)  

Aldersgate has a 65-year history of being involved in the community and thankfully that                       
community has involved downtown Wilmington and many places near to and far away from               
Wilmington. A mission team of 33 went to the Bahamas in July and brought love and concern to 
refugees and others living in poverty.  

Let us continue to find ways, using the minds and strength God has given us to go into the world, 
in the strength of the Spirit giving ourselves to others and making a difference, real change, in 
the only place that we can call home until the day comes when we go to our eternal home. To 
God be the glory! 

God bless each of you this summer! 

       Pastor Chris     
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Children's Ministry ~ Vacation Bible School 2016 ~ CAVE QUEST 

We experienced nearly 80 VBS’ers and 40 fantastic volunteers throughout the week of June 20 through 24 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
What an outreach for the children and families of the community! We are so grateful for all the hard work and effort of all the  
volunteers, both adult and teen, who made VBS such a success! Youth will be taking CAVE QUEST VBS materials on their Bahama            
mission trip too! 

Special THANK YOU to our Senior Pastor Chris Pennington and Bat Puppeteer, Christy Pennington, plus Ashley & Tori Swanson and 
Sam Owens with opening, closing and music. 

Sound Board Technicians: Adam West, Royal Lowthert, Allie Lugar, Lizzie Lugar, and Genevieve Sorenson.  

Preschool Teachers: Rachael Jennelly, Grace Meredith, and Megan Angeny. 

Bible Quest: Ashley & Tori Swanson, Katie Giardinelli, Brandon Gladden, & Samara Takvorian  

Photographer & Spotlight Drama: Adam West, Grace Landis, Allie Lugar and Lizzie Lugar 

KidVideo: Emma Lardear, Audrey Shenk, and Ben Pendley 

Games: Chaily Derecskey, Tyler Shenk and Spenser Sorenson  

Imagination Station/Crafts: Becky Wang, Emily McKenna and Delany Mulligan 

Snacks: Beverly Melcher, Salsavil Chowdury and Isabella Meredith 

Crew Leaders: Keila Pennington, Sue Reader, Kristin Giardinelli, Natalie Ruggerio, Hanna Rupert, Brigid Monahan, Sam Owens, 
Nivana Takvorkian, Cienna Takvorian and Melissa Wood 

Door Greeter/Dismissal: Shannon McKenna 

Decorating: Jane Krukiel, Brandon Gladden and Joe Gladden 

Most importantly our families have been blessed in such a powerful way because we are following Jesus, the light of the world! 
Jesus gives us HOPE, COURAGE, DIRECTION, LOVE and POWER! 

A huge thank you those who donated items and $ toward Urban Promise. The children really do understand that Jesus loves them! 
We continue to play the VBS music CD’s as it keeps us spreading the LOVE of Jesus Christ! 

Planning has already started for next summer, starting the day after Father’s Day, which is Sunday, June 18, 2017. Contact Sharon if 
you have a willing heart to serve the children and families of our community. 
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Are you looking for a way to use 
your experience, expertise, talent 
and creativity to make your local 
community a better place to live, 
and meet some new friends along 
the way? Join your local AARP 
chapter! Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of each 
month from September to May at 1 p.m. right here in          
Aldersgate’s Auditorium. (No meeting in December.) 

There is a program at each meeting and day trips are planned 
in the fall and spring for a day other than the meeting day. The 
chapter also participates in community service projects. 

Stop by for the September meeting on Wednesday, September 
28 at 1 p.m. and see what we’re all about. You’ll meet some 
very nice new friends and likely see some folks you already 
know.  

For additional information please call Joan at 302-478-0693. 

A Summertime Tip from Caring for Creation                                 
by Doug DeVoll, Caring for Creation Team Member 

Those of you who are suburban gardeners should be advised 
that after picking your ripe tomatoes, don't cook them in the 
sun on the window sill (only the leaves need sun) and don't 
chill them in the refrigerator. Leave them on the counter                
until enjoying them in your salad or                
sandwich. 

Source.  Mike McGrath, WHYY, You Bet 
Your Garden. 

Resignation Notice 

To my friends and church family, 

After much prayer and deliberation with my wife, Jane, I have 
decided to submit my resignation/retirement as Church         
Administrator. I have been serving in this capacity for nearly a 
quarter of a century, beginning my career in February of 1993. 
There have been many changes made to the building during 
this time, as well as changes in programming and staffing                
model.  I think it is time to bring in some new and fresh ideas 
for the future of this church. 

As I age, I find it more difficult to survive the winters in                   
Delaware. Jane and I will be taking a “one year vacation” to 
Singer Island, FL. If, after that first year, we decide we prefer 
the south, we will make arrangements to list our house here 
and make the move permanent. If not, we will pack our bags 
and move back home…at least until the next winter arrives. 
Jane and I will move to Singer Island on or about August 1 of 
this year. I will return after about 10 days and will not make 
my retirement effective until January of 2017. I feel compelled 
to stay and assist in the transition to a new administrator, to 
be here to assist with year-end processing and make sure my             
replacement is comfortable with the new position. While there 
is a job description for the Church Administrator the list of 
tasks that I perform is very long (and not written) and I want to 
make sure the transition goes as smooth as possible. 

Words cannot express how much I have felt the love and               
acceptance of you, the church family. 
It has been a joyous and rewarding 
experience serving you for all these 
years. Thank you for this opportunity. 

 In His Service, 

 

 

 

 Royal Lowthert 

Easy Way to Support Neighborhood House 

For a donation of only $5 you can have a 25% off Shopping 

Pass for Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends. Get your Shopping 

Pass early and be ready to get 25% off at any Boscov’s store on 

October 18! See Judy Morton to get your Shopping Pass and 

help Neighborhood House at the same time. If you have                

questions, please contact Judy at judymorton1@gmail.com. 
UMW Dates for Your Calendar 

 Fall Potluck Dinner—Monday, September 26 at 6 p.m.—
Dr. Leslie Brower and Chelle Roberts will present 
about Zoe Ministires - Nurturing Life Out of Hard Places 
(Human Trafficking Survivors Program) 

 Pecan Sale—October/November—One pound bags of 
pecan halves or pieces will be available for purchase. To 
order or for more information contact Laura Parrish                
(302) 477-1718. 

 Cookie Walk - Saturday, December 10 at 9 a.m. 

 

Emmanuel Dining Volunteer Opportunity 

Who: 1 or 2 people 

What: To help Janet Hughes and Diane Oller dish up the noon 
meal 

When: Tuesday, August 16 from 10 a.m. to ~ 1:30 p.m. 

Where: Emmanuel Dining Room at 121 North Jackson Street 
Wilmington, DE 19805-3670 

This is the last spot available this year!!!                 

Thanks to all for your participation. Contact Don Moore at           
302-235-8554 or Lndmoore@comcast.net 

mailto:judymorton1@gmail.com
mailto:Lndmoore@comcast.net
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Gone Fishing—Finance Committee Chair                                                                                                                                            

By Dorothy Whiteman, Finance Committee Chair  

I will provide an update on the finance health of the church upon my 

return. Thank you for your continued dedication to the mission and                    

ministry of Aldersgate, a significant place where disciples are made. 

Aldersgate: Open Hearts—Open Minds—Open Doors 

SPRC Announces Open Staff Positions 
 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased to                         

announce two open staff positions:  

 Director, Contemporary Music  

 Coordinator, Audio/Visual Activities 

 

Aldersgate members who would like to be considered 

for either of these positions should contact either  

Pastor Chris Pennington at  

chris.pennington@aldersgatede.org  / 302-478-2575 or  

Mike Houser, Chair, SPRC, at 

mdhouser@comcast.net /302-893-1871  

Remember the Rummage Sale 

If you, a neighbor or family member are downsizing or              

cleaning out stuff, please remember the Rummage Sale! We 

have begun alternative solutions to our storage problem and 

are back in the business of gathering items for the 2017             

Rummage Sale, which will be held on Saturday, April 22. Mark 

your calendars! 

 

Regular monthly pickups will resume in 

September but if you have a need for a 

special pickup sooner, please reach out 

to Chris Burket to make arrangements. 

Chris’ contact information is                           

609-504-3107 or cburket@gmail.com 

Reconciling Congregation News                                                     

Monday, August 8 at 7 p.m. (Location TBD) 

The Reconciling Congregation Interest Group will hold a 

meeting on Monday, August 8 at 7 p.m. The primary focus will 

be a screening of the documentary, “An Act of Love,” which 

tells the story of Rev. Frank Schaefer and his participation in 

his son’s wedding. Refreshments will be served, discussion will 

follow.   

A reconciling congregation is one that seeks to make everyone 

welcome regardless of race, ethnicity, social status, age,                   

gender or sexual orientation. This is, in fact, what is written in 

Aldersgate’s Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors Resolution 

that was approved in 2006. A Reconciling Congregation offers 

a welcome purposefully to LGBT people in particular, and                 

advocates for this group, because this is one group, the only 

group, that is expressly made to feel unwelcome within the 

UMC.  

If you want to learn more about Reconciling Ministries,                        

reconciling congregations, or reconciling groups, please go to 

http://www.rmnetwork.org  

We hope to see you on Monday, August 8. Until then, thank 

you for your prayers and support. Betsy Diemer 

Thank You Aldersgate!                                                                                      
By Martha Weldin, GO Team Leader 

On June 12 when Rev. Jonathan and Mrs. Donna Baker visited 
us for services, our contributions to the Baker’s Congo Mission 
work totaled $2,945. We sent the Bakers $1,000 earlier this 
year from the GO budget, so we have more than satisfied our 
$2,500 financial commitment to them for 2016. This speaks 
volumes about our values and willingness to step up and share 
our blessings with others. Thank you for your generous support 
of their work! 

You can keep up with their efforts by friending them on              
Facebook. Just search for “Congo Partnership”. You can also 
visit the Congo Partnership website at                                                  
http://www.congo-mission.org/. 

If you want to make a donation towards their work, you can 
donate online at the website above. You can also write a check 
to Aldersgate and note in the memo line that it is for the             
Bakers’ Congo work. If you want to make things really easy for 
our office staff, note these UMCOR 
Advance numbers in the memo line: 
Donna Baker 3022054 or Jonathan 
Baker 3022050.  

Remember! We are Covenant              
Partners with the Bakers, so please 
keep them and their work in your 
prayers! 

mailto:chris.pennington@aldersgatede.org
mailto:mdhouser@comcast.net
mailto:cburket@gmail.com
http://www.rmnetwork.org
http://www.congo-mission.org/
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It is my joy to accept the invitation by the NEJ Episcopacy Committee to remain as the bishop of the Eastern PA and Peninsula-

Delaware Conferences for another four years. My husband Michael and I are thrilled to have the opportunity to serve among you 

for this unprecedented additional third quadrennium. I am reminded of the words of the Apostle Paul from I Thessalonians 5:11-18: 

“Therefore encourage one another and build up one another just as you are also doing, but we request of you, brethren that you 

appreciate those who diligently labor among you and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction and that you esteem 

them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another and we urge you brethren, admonish the unruly,   

encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all people. See that no one repays another with evil for evil but always 

seek after that which is good for one another and for all people. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

It is my goal to continue to build up the body; both laity and clergy, to encourage our leaders, to “seek after that which is good” for 

all people, with a particular emphasis on our churches of color and engaging in intentional efforts at eliminating racism and                

violence. The strength for this work is found in the living resources of our spiritual disciplines. In all things let us give thanks and 

pray without ceasing. There is much good work yet to be done in the Philadelphia Area. 

Thanks to excellent hospitality from both lay and clergy of the Philadelphia Area during the Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference. 

 Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

Do you have a serving heart to teach our Sunday 
School children? 

  

We will start Sunday school classes on Sunday, September 
18 from 10 to 10:50 a.m. 

Sunday School will not be held on Sunday, October 16 so we 
can celebrate Aldersgate’s 65th Anniversary. There will be a 
10 a.m. Worship Service, followed by Lunch. Watch for more 
news on this big event in the September newsletter. 

Likewise, there will not be Sunday School on December 25, January 1, and April 
16. The last Sunday School class will be Sunday, May 21 with the Family Service 
Project on May 28.  

For more details on teacher openings for the 3 & 4 year old class, 2nd/3rd grade 
and 4th/5th grade classes, please contact Sharon Jennelly at 302-478-2575 ext. 
118 or Sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org. 
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Bible Study 2016—Coming Soon! 
Ellen Leonzio, GROW Team Leader  

2016 RALLY DAY—Sunday, September 11 – This is a day of fellowship, fun and signing up for 2016-2017 Bible Study 

and Sunday School Classes. Most families are busy signing up their children for Sunday School – but what about the 

adults? Here is a preview, a sample– of Bible Study classes and leaders who are anxious to meet you!!! 

RETURNING CLASSES:  

 Pastor Chris – Great Characters of the Bible – Thursday mornings - 11 a.m. to 12 noon, Room 122 (Starting Date 
TBD) This class is on-going; there is no “beginning” or “end”.  

 Mary Jane Prince – Crazy Ladies of Aldersgate – Tuesdays in Library – 10:30-11:30 a.m. Weekly fellowship and 
book study.  

 Adam West – Same-Sex Relationships and The Church – Date and time TBD. This study will examine same-sex 
relationships by studying several books, each with a different view on the issue, which is designed to allow        
participants to understand the issue more completely.  

 Rev. Karen Moore – A Study on Exodus – Date and Time TBD. The Book of Genesis was studied in the Spring and 
the class wanted to learn more! This Fall Exodus will be studied.   

 

NEW THIS FALL:  

 Hal Barker – Disciple 1 – Thursday evening – 7 to 9 p.m. in Room 137– Starting Thursday, September 15 for 35 
weeks. Hal has taught Disciple 1 for many years and is Director, Committee on Lay Ministries, Wilmington District, 
Peninsula Conference. Hal and Beverly Barker attend the Contemporary Service and will become Aldersgate members on Rally 
Day, September 11.   

 Pastor Anna Cottom – Bible Study details coming soon. Pastor Cottom has served and has taught Bible Study in the Peninsula 
Conference for many years. Pastor Cottom wrote an article for the July Messenger and states "Biblical Study is one of my      
passions and I am anxious to bring my experience in study to the people of faith at Aldersgate. We are all disciples of Christ 
even when we don't think we are."   

 

As the Bible Study list grows – YOU will be the first to know!!! 

July 2016—By Bob Reis, Trustee   

Trustees are once again into a busy summer. As summer arrives we notice a number of issues that must be 
addressed and spring projects have added to the work for this summer.   
 

Parsonages: Both church-owned houses are now vacant and ready for the final necessary work to be done 
to sell them.  Trustees have toured both and have lists of repairs needed at Oakwood and Berwyn. We will 

arrange to have the necessary work done and hope to have them on the market as soon as possible.  While most are substantial 
and in need of professionals, there may be opportunities for those with green thumbs to assist.   
 

Signage Improvements: We “walked about” the church property last month with the Signage Sub-Committee and are developing a 
plan for overall better directions and consistent signs both inside and out. The work may be phased in depending on the cost.    
 

Cornel-Zimmer Organ: The organ is in need of repair and organist, Kurt has been assured there is support for making it happen.   
 

More Roof Woes: Alas, with so much of it, the roof in areas other than the Sanctuary is aging and we now have a leak at the Bell 
Tower. The next roof work will include this area. Someday soon this column will report a conclusion to roof issues. Enjoy it when 
you see it because it is not likely to last more than a year or two and the process will have to start again.    
 

The Parlor: Have you been around Aldersgate long enough to remember “The Parlor?”  We now call it 236 or the “sofa room” and 
it is where a number of groups meet, including GriefShare. Thanks to the Culliton’s and Generation Go Sunda School class,  the  
entire room is undergoing a modernization from the outer walls in. We are looking forward to a bright space and example of what 
we can do in the building.  
 

The Gauntlet: Envious, competitive? Would your group like to adopt a space and assist in undertaking a renewal? We have a deal 
for you! Want to adopt an area or room? See Royal or Don Moore for suggestions.    
 

Speaking of Can Do: Kathy Daum is leading the design consultation for the lower ladies room. Work is underway and should be                   
completed this summer. Elsewhere Around the Church: Some trees must come down and will be removed within the next couple 
of months.    
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Each month, milestone anniversaries are listed as well as all 
those over 50 years.  While we can all benefit from knowing 
that marriages truly can exist for more than 5 decades, we 
want to recognize those milestone years (i.e. 5, 10 15, 20 ) for 
all.  Congratulations!   
 
        August 4            Michael & Sara Gleason  10 years 

        August 4            Matthew & Tracy Ward  15 years 

        August 7            Michael & Brenda Baker  45 years 

        August 9            David & Nancy Branciaroli 20 years 

        August 10          John & Colleen Lamiet  25 years 

        August 10          Don & Joanne Marvel  53 years 

        August 14          Ralph & Emily Bankert  51 years 

        August 14          Mike & Lynne Conlan  40 years 

        August 18          Bob & Joanne Bodwell  60 years 

        August 19          David & Heidi McGeady  10 years 

        August 20          Dana & Jean Pyle  61 years 

        August 21          Doug & Donnie DeVoll  51 years 

        August 22          Don & Bonnie Boyd  68 years 

        August 24          Peter & Lynn Bauer  25 years 

        August 25          Khris & Rebecca Townsend 15 years 

        August 26          Levi & Heather Benson  10 years 

        August 29          Dick & Lorraine Fleming  63 years 

        August 29          Brian & Suzanne Pomeroy 30 years 

        August 30          Bob & Beverly Melcher  53 years 

If you are not sure we have your anniversary and would like 
it to be included in the future, please contact Betty Moore 
(302-478-2575 ext. 117) or betty.moore@aldersgatede.org.                                                                   

All additions or corrections are gratefully accepted to keep 
our records up to date. 

      Mary Grassel on June 17 

      Mildred Wharton on June 26 

      Sterling Pomeroy on July 4 

Born June 21  

Ellee May, daughter of                      
Jenn & Sam Davison  

Granddaughter of                   
Kirk & Sandy Anderson 

It is with very happy and thankful hearts that the Andersons can 
announce that Kirk has come home from his numerous visits to 
Wilmington Hospital and Shipley Manor and is doing very well 
with outpatient therapy and a nagging wife!   
 
Jenn is home from Christiana with the newest addition to our 
family. Ellee is doing well having already gained a pound and Sam 
and Jenn have settled into being a little family; one that gets no 
sleep but a family none the less.  
 
We are all very thankful for all the prayers, well wishes, and visits 
to Kirk especially in Shipley Manor. Your visits especially allowed 
him to keep his sanity and the prayers were really felt.   
 
Aldersgate is a very special church with very special people that 
don't just talk the talk, but actually walk the walk and we are 
truly blessed to be part of that family.  We love you all!   
 

The Kirk & Sandy Anderson Family 

Recognizing Aldersgate’s 2016 Graduates 

Bennett Atwater from The Tatnall School. Attending the College 
of William & Mary. 

Alexandra “Lexi” Brace from Mount Pleasant High 
School. Attending Temple University. 

Billy Elliott from Sussex Technical High School. Attending                      
Electrical & Green Energy Tech to become a licensed electrician. 

Abigail Epps, Bachelor’s Degree from Wilmington University. 

Olivia Ingman from Wilmington Christian School. Attending 
Messiah College to study Nursing. 

Nicholas Jennelly  from University of Delaware, Bachelor of Arts 
in Biological Sciences & Liberal Studies Minors in Exercise                  
Science & Medical Humanities. Attending Sidney Kimmel                      
Medical College at Thomas Jefferson University. 

Connor Pennington from Brandywine High School. Attending 
Becker College to study Interactive Social Media. 

(Recognizing 2016 Graduates—Continued on page 8) 

mailto:betty.moore@aldersgatede.org
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GriefShare  

GriefShare, a grief recovery support group,              

welcomes all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.   

 Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236 

 Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236                                 

Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more                 

information:     http://www.griefshare.org/  

I always love what July bring for the student ministry at             
Aldersgate. Every summer we go on our mission trip the 3rd 
full week of July. This July we went to the Bahamas and              
partnered with a Methodist Church in Nassau. Our students 
would love to tell you more about our trip. Thank you all for 
your thoughts and prayers as we traveled and served. They 
make a huge impact! The mission trip in 2017 will be a      
domestic trip and we’ll announce that trip towards the end of 
summer. Keep your eyes and ears open to where you might 
be able to serve with us in July 2017.  

July also marked year 5 that I have been blessed to serve at 
Aldersgate as the director of youth ministry. It has been a 
wonderful experience. You have taken Rachel and me in and 
treated us like family and we are forever grateful. I look    
forward to what Aldersgate will be able to accomplish in the 
future. Once again thank you all for taking us in and for being 
an extremely welcoming church that is able to accept people 
into the Aldersgate family.  

  Grace and peace, 

     Adam 

Going Green Reminder       

To change your newsletter distribution method or be dropped 

from distribution, paper or electronic, please call the church              

office at 302-478-2575 or email                                                                   

messenger@aldersgatede.org. 

‘SUP Season Starts with Supply Drive                                              

Monday, August 22 from 5 to 7 p.m. 

The new season of ‘SUPs will 

begin on Monday, August 22 

when we will throw a Back to 

School supper combined with a 

school supply collection for Urban 

Promise students. With good weather, we will be outside on the 

lawn, so bring some blankets or lawn chairs with you to enjoy 

the (hopefully cooler) evening with your friends. Sure, you like 

to see us, but feel free to invite others to join you here as well 

from 5 to 7 p.m. (In case of rain, we will gather in the                      

Auditorium.) Be sure to pick up your SUP magnet with the                     

2016-17 SUP dates included! 

We want to invite groups or individuals to join us in putting on 

these dinners and enjoying the satisfaction of fellowship and 

interaction. If you can help out, please contact one of us. We 

could use any and all hands that are offered. 

Following the first dinner August 22, dinners are planned for:  

 Wednesday, September 28 (Harvest Food Festival Prep) 

 Monday November 28 (Advent & Christmas Joy) 

 Tuesday February 28 (Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper) 

 Monday March 20 (First Day of Spring!) 

 Wednesday, April 5 (Lenten Service) 

 Monday, May 15 (Meet the Confirmands) 

We’re also looking forward to Rally Day! Sunday, September 11 

at 10 a.m. when we will celebrate new members and kick off the 

Fall schedule of classes and activities. 

Please remember, we want to support you in your Christian 

walk. If you have special prayer concerns, you can share them 

on the pew cards during worship at all services, or send a                 

message to Pastor Don or one of us. 

Taber Smith and Betsy Diemer, layleader@aldersgatede.org 

Divorce Care will resume on                                                  

Wednesday, September 7 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Logan Ritchie from Mount Pleasant High School. Attending 
the University of Delaware. 

Cory Ruggiero from Brandywine High School. Attending              
Neumann University to study Sports Management. 

Casey Wakai from Mount Pleasant High School’s IB Program. 
Attending Haverford College. 

Matt Walters from Georgetown University, BA in Economics 
and BA in Psychology. 

(Recognizing 2016 Graduates—Continued from page 7) 

http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:messenger@aldersgatede.org
mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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GROWing in Christian Faith                                                                                                                                                                                   
By Ellen Leonzio, GROW Team Leader                                                                                                                                                                                  

Chapter 6 (conclusion) “United Methodist Questions, United Methodist Answers"                                                                                                                                
by F. Belton Joyner, Jr. 

  
THE CREEDS OF THE CHURCH 

 

The United Methodist Hymnal (pages 880-889) contains 9 creeds or affirmations. Only two of these (Nicene and Apostles’) are 

strictly considered creeds because they are products of ecumenical councils. We say creeds in order to be clear, to both visitors and 

church members, what it is we profess to believe.  

 

APOSTLES CREED 

The form used today is an expanded version of the Old Roman Creed. The Creed was first introduced in Western Europe and           

several centuries later was officially accepted by Charlemagne and incorporated into the liturgy of the Church of Rome. 

The Apostles Creed addresses each "person" of the Trinity. "Father"; "I believe in God the Father". God reveals himself as Father; 

one who cares about each of us. "Son"; “I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord”. Jesus’ mother was waiting marriage to          

Joseph when she learned she was with child. Joseph was a distant descendant of King David, as was Jesus. Thus Jesus' origin was 

fully human and fully divine. Holy Spirit; “I believe in the Holy Spirit”. The Spirit is within all who believe, guides us to God’s             

wisdom and directs our focus to Jesus. 

 

NICENE CREED 

The Nicene Creed is a universally recognized statement of Christian faith. The Council of Nicea convened in AD 325 by order of            

Roman Emperor Constantine. Constantine had converted to Christianity and wanted to use his authority to bring unity within the 

church. The Council affirmed the Trinity as three co-equal and co-eternal persons. The Nicene Creed was memorized and taught to 

the next generations and became a form of protection during times of persecution. The Nicene Creed uses "we" rather than "I". 

 

Other Creeds and Affirmations: 

ATHANASIAN CREED 

The Athanasian Creed is an early summary of Christian doctrine and was written to refute heresies involving the deity and                         

humanity of Jesus Christ. Athanasia became interested in Christianity at a young age and at age 20 wrote a treatise affirming that 

Jesus Christ was both God and Man. While serving as Deacon, a presbyter Arius began teaching his views - opposing the views of 

Athanasia. Athanasia fought Arianism most of his life. Athanasia became bishop and Arias’ popularity soared. During the peak of 

Arias’ popularity Athanasia was exiled. As Arias’ popularity declined, Athanasia’s authority was restored. This happened at least 5 

times. While in exile he visited remote areas of Egypt and continued writing. Athanasia is the first person to identify the same 27 

books of The New Testament that are used today.  

 

Other affirmations of faith are: a Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada, a Statement of Faith Korean Methodist 

Church, the World Methodist Society Affirmation; Affirmations from Paul's Letters (1 Corinthians, Colossians, Romans and 1                      

Timothy). The Articles of Religion was the foundation of the Christian Methodist / Episcopal Church. John Wesley edited the Articles 

before sending them to America to be used as the standard for American Methodism. John Wesley removed Article VIII regarding 

the creeds (Apostles Creed, Nicene Creed and Athanasia Creed); the reason is unknown. Only the Apostles and Nicene Creeds are             

recognized as official Creeds as they were approved by Council. 

 

This concludes Chapter 6. ~ Thanks for reading ~ Peace Be With You! 
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