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  A significant place where disciples are made 

April, 2020 

 
When the storms of life are raging… 

Greetings dear Aldersgate family! 

  

When the storms of life are raging, stand by me; 

When the world is tossing me, like a ship upon the sea, 

Thou who rulest wind and water, stand by me. 

The Rev. Charles Albert Tindley (1851-1933) was one of the eminent preachers of Methodism at 
the turn of the 20th century. One of the most famous of his many gospel songs is “Stand By Me,” 
for which in 1906 he composed both the words and the music. Life was not easy for many people 
in the northeastern United States at the turn of the 20th century. The hymn’s opening stanza 
draws upon images from a narrative found in three of the Gospels in which Christ rebukes the 
winds and stills the raging waters. Later stanzas paint a realistic picture of life’s struggles through 
apocalyptic references such as “the midst of tribulation,” “the host of hell assail” and “the midst 
of persecution.” In its final stanza, “Stand By Me” provides the assurance that Christ has the  
power to overcome all suffering on earth. Comfort will finally come as we approach “chilly  
Jordan” through Christ, the “Lilly of the Valley.” 

We are in the midst of great tribulation as we face head on a pandemic. I’ve never dealt with this 
and there are few alive who can say they have. Tindley lived through the 1918 Spanish Flu and I 
imagine his hymn was helpful to people as they sang it and were reassured of Christ’s presence 
and power even in the face of something so devastating. Christ is with us, too, during this  
troubling time, standing by us. Now is the time more than ever to lean on Christ and your church 
family. The church is here to help as much as possible. We have been and will continue  
broadcasting our worship service each Sunday at 11 a.m.  Please tune in on Facebook at our  
Aldersgatede page. Here’s the link: https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDe/videos/. As of 
the writing of this, we are looking at various other ways to reach out and serve you and I hope by 
the reception of this newsletter that some of them will have been implemented. Please let us 
know what specific needs you have and we’ll do our best to address them. 

Please do all you can to stay well and safe and may God bless you! 

  

Pastor Chris 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDe/videos/
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Notes from the Finance Committee: Tough Times for All  

By Bob Reis  

Pastor Chris has reminded us by phone and email message, that we face changes at Aldersgate 

now as we do in all other facets of life since the Coronavirus is making its way around the globe.  

Because of the virus, we must separate but need to pray for each other and respond to needs as 

we are able.   

In the midst of this is the reality that when we do not gather weekly, we have limited ways to collect the funds  

needed to keep Aldersgate and its ministries functioning. Our weekly income from giving other than pledges is  

significant and will likely drop or vanish entirely as long as we are unable to worship Sundays.  Additionally, we will 

not be able to have the Annual Rummage Sale and will lose building use income for more than a month.   

Aldersgate’s committed non flexible expenses as enumerated last month (building, personnel and apportionment) 

total $967,385.12 for the year.  That means we need an average of $18,603.56 per week to keep the doors open. 

That’s a big number.  But, divided among the 493 member families and giving units at Aldersgate, it is only $37.74 per 

week, a very manageable amount.    

It is hard to find additional funds in the midst of growing uncertainty. Yet, that is what we need to do as Christians and 

Methodists.  

There are a number of ways to make sure Aldersgate stays open and improve our financial footing.  If possible, please 

consider the following: 

• Send a check to Aldersgate UMC 2313 Concord Pike Wilmington, DE 19803 any time.  If it is for a pledge, maybe 

put in a few extra dollars to account for what will be missing from the weekly plate contributions  

• For our tech savvy members our website aldersgatede.org has a number of other ways to donate cash or other 

financial instruments on the DONATE page.  We have replaced the ACH giving procedure so it might be worth a 

call to Administrator Kevin Botbyl (302) 478-2575 x 114 to see the best way to do this.   

• We also have a mobile app and texting availability. But, as there was a report of some confusion with this, please 

call Kevin about this.  He would love to hear from you.    
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From Your Lay Leaders 
 

Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton 
 

layleader@aldersgatede.org 
 

 

CAVEAT.  This month’s article from your lay leaders comes with a caveat:  Nearly everything in it may be out 
of date by the time you read it.  Two weeks before this article was written - March 15th - for most of us, life was going 
along normally.  Few of us were paying any attention to the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  If we had even heard of it at all, we 
probably thought it was some strange illness in China that was thought to  have originated in a type of market that traded 
in things we could not imagine people thought were edible.  One week before this article was written we were getting 
nervous.  People were being quarantined on cruise ships and even a few were dying in the United States.  People wearing 
masks were sighted in airports.  In the week leading up to when this article was written, everything seemed to proceed at 
warp speed.  The NBA and the NHL suspended their seasons.  March Madness - the NCAA’s basketball playoffs - were  
cancelled.  Baseball delayed the start of its season.  Colleges extended spring breaks, and then sent students home  
indefinitely.  Public schools closed for two weeks beginning March 16th.  The stock market experienced its most volatile 
week since the Hoover administration.  Reluctantly, but prudently, worship services at Aldersgate were cancelled.  Where 
things will stand when you read this is anybody’s guess. 

 
Some things, though will not change.  We still will need to connect with each other and God through prayer and 

worship.  If you can, please watch the livestream of worship on Sunday mornings.  Make an effort to check in with each 
other on the phone or online.  Don’t neglect your own prayer life, and please   remember to give.  You can do that online 
or through the mail.     

 
In the meantime, until the pandemic has abated, please follow all of the recommendations of our public health 

officials for keeping safe, trust in God, and we will all see each other soon in the pews. 
   
Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can send a message to us.   

Room 137 Update 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church is  

taking action in response to some concerns 

from Aldersgate Preschool related to  the  

ongoing renovations in Room 137.   

 

First and foremost, please know that  all  

remaining work on Room 137 has been  

suspended.  

 

Due to concerns of potential mold, the church 

building has been tested. 

 

We value you commitment and involvement at 

Aldersgate. 

 

Kevin Botbyl 

You may be searching for  

information on other events at  

Aldersgate. The current situation 

with the COVID-19 crisis is  

unpredictable.  As time passes and 

your are unsure about an event, 

please contact Kyle Smith at  

kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org. 

 

 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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It's US Census Time - Be sure you get counted! 
by Nancy Hough 

 

Our US Constitution requires that the population is counted every ten years. This count is really important, as it  
determines how many Congressional representatives we get at the federal level, as well as determining voting districts at 
the state and local levels. In addition, the US Census determines how much money is distributed to our states and  
communities for various programs and services. Participation is required by law, but the most important reason to  
participate is to be sure we receive the benefits the count provides.  
 
This year for the first time we will be able to respond online, by phone or by mail. The first step was a Census invitation 
form mailed to our addresses in March. The most efficient process is for us to respond via internet by April 1st. If you are 
not able to respond by internet, a paper census survey will be sent to you by mail a few weeks later for you to complete 
and mail back. If you need help completing your questionnaire, you can call toll-free 1-844-330-2020. 
 
If you do not respond via internet, phone or mail, a census worker will be sent to your home to collect your answers in 
person. Certainly with the complication of Coronavirus, the more of us who respond right away to the request by  
internet, phone or mail, the safer and cheaper it is for us all. 
 
I completed my census questionnaire online. It uses a log-in code for your address that is on the form you get in the mail, 
and is clear and straightforward to follow. It took me about five minutes, and for a family should take ten minutes or less 
to do.  
 

Take time now to be counted, if you haven't already done so. Thanks! 
 

The following is an excerpt  from a message by Bishop Peggy Johnson: 
 

The Lord God declares, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”  
(II Chronicles 7:14) 

People of God, I call on you to lift this COVID-19 crisis in prayer. Pray that God will heal our land and all the countries of 
the world.  It is the first thing we should do. It is the most important thing we can do. It is the thing we should do at all 
times, as the Apostle Paul reminds us in I Thessalonians 5:17 to “pray without ceasing.”  
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Welcome to Aldersgate’s Newest Members 

Wendy  Lindsey retired from banking a couple of 
years ago after a 44+ year career. She has been a 
Brandywiner volunteer for several years which is 
where she met and has become friends with several 
members of Aldersgate. "It was these friendships that 
drew me to Aldersgate where I was able learn all 
about the church's programs."  

Julia O'Hanlon is a native Delawarean and lives here in North 
Wilmington with her family - husband, Kevin, and two  
children, Brooks (12) and Morgan (8). Julia grew up in  
Millsboro, Delaware, where she was a long-time member of 
Grace United Methodist Church. She has worked at the  
University of Delaware's Institute for Public Administration 
for almost 17 years, and enjoys jogging, hiking, and yoga. 
She is happy to be a member of Aldersgate and getting to 
know her new church family.   

The Gosse family, Sarah, Dave, Ian, and Max moved to Wilmington in 2012.  Dave is a teacher and Sarah is 
a doctor.  The boys currently attend 8th and 5th grade at St. Edmonds Academy.  Hobbies include sailing, 
hiking, reading, mountain biking (for Dave and the boys), baking (for Sarah) and remote control cars (for 
the boys).   
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An Easter Prayer for United Methodists 
http://ee.umc.org/what-we-believe/an-easter-prayer-for-united-
methodists  

Easter is a time of joy and renewal. Followers of Jesus saw 
their darkest days replaced with the miracle of hope and  
eternal life. Christians today take time for self-examination 
and reflection during Lent. "Going dark" for a few weeks  
prepares us to fully experience those first rays of  
resurrection light on Easter. 
 
This prayer was composed by the Rev. Michaela Youngson, 
the Methodist Church of Britain. 
 
Prayer: 
When everything was dark 
and it seemed that the sun would never shine again, 
your love broke through. 
 
Your love was too strong, 
too wide, 
too deep 
for death to hold. 
 
The sparks cast by your love 
dance and spread 
and burst forth 
with resurrection light. 
 
Gracious God, 
We praise you for the light of new life 
made possible through Jesus. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that continues to shine in our hearts today. 
 
We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy, 
will live in us each day; 
and that we will be bearers of that light 
into the lives of others. 
Amen. 

Get Them Talking - Joy       
 (A Family Easter Message) 
http://ee.umc.org/what-we-believe/get-them-talking-joy    

 

Scripture Reading 
 

“This day is holy to our Lord. 
Don’t be sad, because the 
joy from the Lord is your 
strength!” Nehemiah 8:10, 
CEB 

Reflection 
Sometimes, when we are happy, we feel like we can do 
anything. Our chores can even become more exciting 
when we find ways of doing them that bring us joy. We 
may also experience that strength when we get an  
exceptional report card, win an important game, do a 
great job on stage or get a promotion at work. 

On Easter Sunday , Christians around the world  
celebrate the joy of Jesus’ resurrection. Easter teaches 
us that sadness and fear do not have the final word. 
Instead, our strength comes from the joy of knowing 
that God is bigger than our biggest fears. 

Get them talking 
Share about a time when you were very, very happy. 
 
What do you think the Bible means by, “the joy from 
the Lord is your strength”? 
 
Is joy from the Lord different from other joys? 
 

 How will you celebrate joy on Easter Sunday? 

 Is there something you can do together as a family? 

Prayer 
Dear God, thank you for Jesus and his resurrection. Fill 
us with your joy today and every day. Amen. 

 

 

http://ee.umc.org/what-we-believe/an-easter-prayer-for-united-methodists
http://ee.umc.org/what-we-believe/an-easter-prayer-for-united-methodists
http://ee.umc.org/what-we-believe/get-them-talking-joy
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+8%3A10-12&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+8%3A10-12&version=CEB
http://ee.umc.org/topics/topic-lent-and-easter
http://ee.umc.org/what-we-believe/spring-symbols-remind-us-of-resurrection
http://ee.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-easter1
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Cooper and Charlotte Anderson,  

son and daughter of  

Matt and Linsey Anderson,  

born on March 6, 2020.  

Gordon and Elizabeth Siskey   April 1               42years 

Robert and Kathy Harding      April 15             42 years 

Todd and Sandra Wakai           April 16            26 years 

Donald and Jeanette Zipse      April 16             65 years 

Donald and Amanda Moyer   April 18             11 years 

Kevin and Laura Brace             April 21             25 years 

Tony and Susan Firmani         April 22             31 years 

Preston and Mary Cooper      April 25             38 years 

John and Susan Kegelman      April 28             2 years 

 

During this uncertain time, our hours will be limited. If you have questions, 

please email kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org, and we will respond as promptly 

as we can.  
(as of 3/22 hours are 9 a.m. to Noon, Monday through Thursday, BUT that could change) 

                        Some Communion Changes 

Keeping in mind the current health situation, you will 

be seeing some changes to administering communion. 

The Altar Guild will continue to be diligent in the safe 

practice for preparation of the elements and the com-

munion servers will make every effort to minimize the 

hand-to-hand contact during serving you. Instructions 

will be clear before communion is served. If, however, 

you do not wish to receive until this health issue has 

passed, no problem---God knows your heart.  

We are all in the same boat—and we know that God 

can still the stormy waters. 

 

Beverly Barker, President Altar Guild 
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THANK YOU Family Promise Volunteers 
 

We opened our doors to host Family Promise during the week when everything 

else in our community started shutting down to slow the spread of the Coronavirus. We’re so proud of the church and 

the volunteers who kept our two temporarily homeless families safe during this especially challenging time!  Our  

volunteers put their own comforts aside and helped to provide a safe homelike environment for our guests facing  

homelessness.  Thank you to our selfless volunteers -you truly are the hands and feet of Christ!  

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides families with daily case management support from professional 

staff in their search for gainful employment and sustainable housing. Staff keep in touch with families who graduate 

from the program to ensure lasting independence.  Over 80% of families secure housing in less than 60 days. Over 90% 

remain housed one year post-transition.  Aldersgate is just one congregation in the Interfaith Hospitality Network that 

makes this program possible by providing overnight accommodations and meals for 1 week, 4 times a year.  

Thank you to: Ann & Pastor Tony Arrington, Betsy & Bert Diemer, The Zerbey Family, Laura Parrish, Luke Fresconi, 

Roger Domenick, Khris & Rebecca Townsend, Josh Epps, Sharon Owens, Renee Shenk, Judy Morton, Middle School 

and High School Sunday School Classes, Taber Smith, The 2020 Confirmation Class, Mentors, & Parents: Anna  

Maansson, Liam Snyder, Abby McFarland, Alexander Barksdale, Sandy Anderson, Cathy Goodman, Sarah McFarland, 

Amanda Moyer, Nancy Hough, Henry Daum, Anne Murray, Carey & George Cross, Chip & Will Cross, Pastor Chris, 

Christine & Ron Wesley, Jamie- a Girl Scout Working on her Silver Award, Don Temme, John Jennelly, Troop 67 Beaver 

Patrol, Iva & Amy from Mt. Lebanon Church, Chris Burket, Jeff Walters, Andy Shenk, The Schock-Lanoue Family,  

Bonnie Rambo, Bob Reis, Martha Weldin, Ned Landis, Kevin Botbyl, Melissa Davenport, Ron Romine & Susan 

Schranck. 

The next opportunity to host is May 30th  – June 6th.  To volunteer or find out more please contact Brian at  
bjmerritt@outlook.com.    
 
With gratitude, The Merritt Family  

Aldersgate UMC Spring Rummage Sale   

Cancelled 
 

On March 15th, the “CDC recommends that for the next 8 weeks, organizers cancel or 
postpone in-person events that consist of 50 people or more throughout the U.S.” 
Since that includes our Rummage Sale, we are cancelling the sale for 2020.  

We considered rescheduling it until the summer or fall, but if life returns to normal by then, many of our church 
members are away in the summer and there aren’t any full weeks in the fall when the preschool and Montessori 
School would both be off.  

So continue to save your treasures for the 2021 sale.  

Meanwhile, the tri-chairs wish you good health and good cheer through this health crisis. 

Chris, Stacie and Nancy 

mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
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United Methodist Women 

Social Action 
 

Maternal Child health and wellness is an important concern for United Methodist  
Women (UMW) everywhere,  and one of its social action initiatives through 2020. In Delaware, our infant mortality rate 
continues to exceed that of the US average. One way to support  infant health is to help parents and caregivers be sure 
that  babies are sleeping safely. Aldersgate  UMW is promoting Safe Sleep for babies in our church families,  our Family 
Promise families, and our pre school families and visitors.   

As Safe Sleep ambassadors, UMW has  placed educational materials around the building to help parents, grandparents 
and caregivers of babies learn about the importance of Safe Sleep. The Safe Sleep campaign is endorsed by the  
Academy of Pediatrics, the American Public Health Association and DE Health and Human Services.  

 

 

 

Looking Forward to Easter Eggs ?  

Might be Autumn Eggs !! 
Sarah Circle’s Easter Egg sale has been cancelled.  
Information will be available soon about our  

exciting new fall sale of  
homemade  
chocolate treats.  

 
 

 

UMW Spring Program on 
April 26 is postponed. Look 
for information coming 
soon about our Diaper Drive 
for Southbridge  
Neighborhood House.  

 

Become a member of  
Aldersgate UMC! 

 
Our next new member class is being offered on Saturday, May 16th 10 a.m. – noon.  
Childcare available upon request.  In this class we will answer your questions about  
Aldersgate and the United Methodist church, give you a tour of the building, and introduce 
you to the ministries and people in our congregation. The next “class” of new members will be 
installed on Sunday May 31st with our confirmands. Please contact Cheryl Merritt, Membership  
Coordinator, to reserve your seat.  newmembers@aldersgatede.org  
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THANK YOU 

Thank you to everyone who came out to support the Little Mermaid JR cast 

& crew on March 6th – 8th.  We had a wonderful turnout - approximately 

1125 people attended the three performances - and the show was  

extremely well received.   

I’d like to offer special Thank You’s to the following people:   

The Production Team:  Sonny Leo, Ramona Dowling, Joanne Smeltz, Diane Shea, Stacie DiGiacoma, Dinah Schlecht, 

Nancy Hough, Ellen Schlecht, Ed McFarland, Sandy Anderson, Peter Atwater, Kate Carlson, Carey Cross, Dave  

DiGiacoma, Karen & Olivia Erskine, Eric Goodman, Dave & Sara McFarland, Ryan Warfel, Cheryl & Brian Merritt,  

Rebecca Townsend and Mary Jean & Mia Wichmann.  Your dedication, support and endless creativity helped produce 

a wonderful show! 

The Aldersgate Team:  Chris Pennington, Tony Arrington, Kevin Botbyl, Kyle Smith, Sharon Jennelly, Rob McFarland, 

Mark Sobol, Susan Schrank, Ron Romine, Dave Hepner, Danielle Johnson, the Altar Guild, DOV’s and Aldersgate’s  

congregation for their prayers & support. 

To the many Aldersgate “Angels” who so generously helped underwrite the production: 

 

Aldersgate UMW    Janet & Peter Atwater   Cheryl Beeson 

Heather & Levi Benson   The Boardman Family   Barbara & Bill Buckley 

Helen & John Ciach   Jo Ellen Cockley & Jon Payne  Caroline Cordrey & Aunt Judy Morton 

Carey, Will, Chip & George Cross  Rick Cross & Sons    Bill Culliton 

Betsy & Bert Diemer   The DiGiacoma Family   Lorraine & Dick Fleming 

Marilyn Haas    Delores Hall    The Ho Family 

Nancy Hough    Jessica & Dick Johnston   Susan Kegelman 

Wendy Lindsey    Barbara & Tom Lugg   Meredith McGregor 

The Merritt Family   The Metz Family    Sharon & Ed Owens 

Bonnie Rambo    Marilyn Reiner    Carolyn & Bob Reis 

Shirley Rollins    The Schlecht Family   Julee & Dan Schwieger 

The Shea Family     Joanne Smeltz    Phoebe & Ron Smith 

The Townsend Family   Jane & Martin Wagner   MJ & Mark Wichmann 

 

And finally, to the Cast and Crew as well as all 

the parents and grandparents who brought 

their kids to rehearsals every weekend, con-

tributed time and talents and provided  

encouragement every step of the way! 

With tremendous gratitude, 
Janet Atwater - Director 
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Thank You 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Finance Update 2 

Lay Leaders’ Message 3 

US Census 4 

New Members 5 

Easter Prayer and Family Message 6 

Life Celebrations 7 

Rummage Sale Update 8 

Family Promise  8 

United Methodist Women 9 

Youth Musical Thank You 10 -11 

  

 

Sunday Services Temporarily Streaming on  
 
Sundays - 11 a. m.  
https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDe/videos/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDe/videos/

