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A significant place where disciples are made
Easter People, Raise Your Voices

The Messenger

Easter people, raise your voices, sounds of heaven in earth should ring.
Christ has brought us heaven’s choices, heavenly music, let it ring.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Easter people, let us sing.
Fear of death can no more stop us from our pressing
here below.
For our Lord empowered us to triumph over every foe.
Alleluia! Alleluia! On to victory now we go.

Every day to us is Easter, with its resurrection song.
When in trouble move the faster to our God who rights
the wrong.
Alleluia! Alleluia! See the power of heavenly throngs.
Do you recognize the hymn listed above? You are probably more familiar with the tune that it is
sung to. Take the tune to “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” and sing these words and you’ll find
that they fit perfectly. I find it refreshing sometimes to switch things up a little bit and this hymn is
one of those occasions.

Do you think of yourself as an Easter person? What exactly is an Easter person? If we read further
into this song we get some clues as to just what it means to live your life as an Easter person. The
song tells us that it is heaven’s or God’s choice that we can be Easter people. It tells us to
persevere by pressing here below because the Lord has empowered us to triumph over our foes.
Win or lose in the battle, we who believe cannot be put down and will be victorious.
Finally, it give us the model to live by when it suggests that we move faster toward God when we
are in trouble. We are too often tempted to try to get ourselves out of trouble than to give it to
God in prayer. It is God and God alone who in the end will right all of the wrongs in the world.
We ARE Easter people because God’s glory and power were proven in the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Let us claim that title in a new and fresh way this Lenten season and on Easter Sunday, but
more so in the year to follow. To me Easter IS every day because Jesus shows me something new
and wonderful about myself and those around on an ongoing basis.
Happy Easter to you all!!
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Chris, Christy, James Connor, Keila and Nicholas
Share The Journey.

Ecumenical Lenten Series 2019
March 27

Church: St. Joseph on the Brandywine Roman Catholic Church
Address: 10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, Delaware 19807
Pastor:

April 3

Reverend Msgr. Joseph F. Rebman, VG

Church: St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
Address: 801 Lea Boulevard, Wilmington Delaware 19802
Pastor:

April 10

Reverend Father Volodymyr Klanichka

Church: Chester-Bethel United Methodist Church
Address: 2619 Foulk Road, Wilmington Delaware 19810
Pastor:

Our Offering Benefits...
Emmanuel Dining Room

WORSHIP AT 6 p.m.
Followed by a light Lenten supper

Reverend Karen Hoff

Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday: April 18, 7 p.m. at Aldersgate UMC
Good Friday Service: April 19, 7 p.m. at Hillcrest- Bellefonte (400 Hillcrest Avenue)
Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides families with
daily case management support from professional staff in their search for
gainful employment and sustainable housing. Staff keep in touch with
families who graduate from the program to ensure lasting
independence. Over 80% of families secure housing in less than 60 days. Over 90% remain housed one
year post-transition. Aldersgate is just one congregation in the Interfaith Hospitality Network that
makes this program possible by providing overnight accommodations and meals for 1 week, 4 times a
year.

Please join us in thanking our selfless volunteers (many of whom took on multiple roles) who
extended radical hospitality to our guests during the week of March 10th -17th .
Bonnie Rambo, Susan Schranck, Troop 67 Ram Patrol, The Harrington Family, Betsy Diemer, The
Johnston Family, Taber Smith, LifePath Church, Mt. Lebanon Emmaus Group, Donna Hitch, Marty
Schuler, Jason, Westen, and Isaac Zerbey, Nancy Hough, Iva Boardman, Don Temme, The Judy Family,
The Davenport Family, Laura Parrish, Luke Fresconi, Chris Burket, Henry Daum, Andy Shenk, Anne
Murray, The Erskine Family, Marilyn Reiner, Bob Reis, Chase and Tyler Merritt, Ned and Mary Lou Landis.
This week volunteers helped throw a 4 year old birthday party, entertained children ages 3 months up to
13 years old, served as overnight hosts, cooked and served dinner for 12-24 people each night, drove the
15 passenger van to and from the Day Center, prayed for our guests and volunteers, served breakfast,
donated food and clothing, inflated mattresses and transformed classrooms to bedrooms, did laundry,
and provided our guests with a safe and grace-filled environment to rest.
Aldersgate’s next opportunity to host is May 19th – 26th. To volunteer or find out more please contact
Brian at bjmerritt@outlook.com.
With gratitude, The Merritt Family
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From Your Lay Leaders
Sharon Owens and Ferris Wharton
layleader@aldersgatede.org
Last month in this space we previewed the Special General Conference of the United Methodist
Church, held February 23-26 in St. Louis, Missouri. The Special General Conference was convened to address The Way
Forward for the Church in matters of human sexuality. We noted that, because the United Methodist Church is a
worldwide church, there are a number of strong and conscientiously held views about what the Church’s approach should
be to homosexuality, including the ordination of practicing homosexuals, same sex marriage, and a range of other issues.
At the Special General Conference, the delegates voted to approve what was known as the Traditional Plan. The
Traditional Plan reaffirmed, and in some respects enhanced, the Book of Discipline’s current statements about
homosexuality, including the prohibitions on ordination of practicing homosexuals and same sex marriage. The decision
of the delegates was far from unanimous, and many at the Special General Conference and in congregations throughout
the country, including ours, were left deeply disappointed and saddened by the vote.
Here is a link to a Pastoral Letter to the United Methodist Church from the President of the Council of Bishops,
Kenneth H. Carter, Jr. https://www.pen-del.org/newsdetail/12766173. We encourage you to read it and take its message
to heart.
We are in the Lenten Season, and Easter is just around the corner on Sunday, April 21st. Please look for notices
for Pastor Chris’ Lenten Bible Study and for the Ecumenical Worship Services held in with other neighboring churches. It is
a great opportunity to share our faith as prepare for Easter with our friends in other churches and denominations.
Please remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can share them on the pew cards during worship at all
services. We look forward to seeing you at church.
weekend, I was struck by the continued use of Scripture to
undergird the Traditional Plan and the absence of accountability
for other passages of Scripture which, by their measure, should
I’m writing to you today as a response to the action taken at the be held in the same regard. Many individuals lifted up passages
special General Conference of the UMC over this past weekend. to defend the Traditional Plan and upheld those Scriptures as
holy and sacred. They said we needed to be a Bible-believing
UM delegates from around the world gathered to discuss the
church and that Scripture is unchanged. This is a true statement
future of the church and, in particular, how to handle language
about Scripture but our interpretation of it certainly has changed
and rules resulting from that language found in our governing
over the years. Part of that change involved what passages we
document, The Book of Discipline. This language states that
pay attention and what passages we ignore. While there are a
homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching and
few passages of Scripture that speak to LGBTQIA+ issues, there
prohibits same-sex weddings and practicing LGBTQIA+ persons
from being ordained clergy in The United Methodist Church. This are many more that speak to other issues that are simply
ignored. The same individuals that hold certain Scriptures as
language was inserted in the Discipline in 1972 and has
holy and sacred fail to use the same measure on other passages.
remained unchanged since then. This special General
Conference was an opportunity to address the language and, in The level of hypocrisy is stunning! An example, Scripture states
very clearly that women should not be allowed to speak in
one of the final votes taken yesterday, a plan called the
Traditional Plan was narrowly adopted. The Traditional Plan not church (1 Cor. 14:34). This Scripture was used for hundreds of
years to prohibit women from participating fully in ministry in
only keeps the existing language but adds penalties not
previously codified for disobedient behavior. The consequences the Methodist church. However, in 1956, that Scripture began
of the passage of this plan will be far reaching for the UMC and to be ignored and women were finally able to participate fully in
the life and ministry of the Methodist church. That year, the first
the long-range effects are uncertain at this point. I believe this
woman was ordained in the UMC. I cannot express how glad I
plan to be a major step backwards for the church and I am
am that the church began to ignore 1 Cor. 14:34 because my life
completely opposed to it and let me tell you why.
in ministry has been immensely impacted by female clergy that I
I’m appalled that the church continues to use the Bible as a
know. I can’t imagine ministry without women participating fully
weapon against a certain set of people. The past remains as a
and I never have had to.
(cont’d on the next page)
lesson unlearned. As I watched the proceedings over the

Pastor Chris’ on the Special General
Conference Decision (written week after decision)
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But a question emerges: Why did we divert from Paul's writing
that women should be silent in church? The UMC has ignored 1
Cor. 14: 34 since 1956 (and thankfully so) yet it holds its grasp
on the handful of Scriptures that speak to the LGBTQIA+ issue.
How are these verses holier and more sacred than Paul’s verses
about women in ministry or the myriad of other verses that we
simply ignore. Do a quick search about the Bible’s view on slavery or search the laws in Leviticus and you’ll be amazed at the
volume of verses that we ignore.
This list of ignored verses is long but we ignore them for good
reason. John Wesley taught us to employ more than just the
reading of the Scripture in order to inform and understand our
faith. In what Albert Outler called the Wesleyan Quadrilateral,
we are taught that while Scripture is the primary source, we
are to use reason, experience, and tradition to inform our faith
and understanding of Scripture. It was in this way that our
predecessors spoke out against slavery though the Bible
condoned it and Scripture was used for hundreds of years to
rationalize it. The same was done as stated with women in
ministry. Thus, the same should be done with the handful of
verses used against the LGBTQIA+ community. We shouldn’t
have used the Bible as a weapon to condone slavery, we
shouldn’t have used the Bible as a weapon to keep women out
of the ministry; nor should be it used now (and since 1972) to
prohibit part of God’s creation, the LBGTQIA+ community, from
fully participating in the life and ministry of the UMC.
I’m extremely frustrated that the church continues to view any
sexual orientation other than heterosexual as a behavior,
lifestyle, or choice and that it views members of the LGBTQIA+
community as sinners because of their behavior, lifestyle, or
choice. It is clear to me beyond even the smallest shred of a
doubt that the beloved friends I have in the LGBTQIA+
community were created that way by God and that they have
no more opportunity to choose to be “straight” than I have to
be gay. It’s simply how God made them and me and you. They
are not sinners because of the manner in which God has
created them, but like me and you, are sinners because they
are humans, regardless of the orientation God gave them, born
into a world of sin. Further, when reason and especially
experience is employed in the discussion, we come to realize
that sexual orientation is not a behavior or lifestyle or a choice;
therefore, it cannot be a sin. Moreover, even if it were a sin,
how would that sin be more powerful and consequential than
my own. I had no trouble getting ordained yet I have sinned

throughout my whole life. The basic current problem, as I see it,
is that more delegates who attend these General Conferences
and Annual Conferences believe that it’s a behavior, lifestyle, or
choice than believe that it’s a factor of one’s creation. People,
therefore, for no fault of their own, and because of action taken
this past weekend, will continue to be hurt. This is a sad time
for the church and I hope things will change.
Finally beloved, the words of Christ are so very clear in how we
are to treat one another. Love God, love neighbor-no asterisk,
no exception. When we knowingly, intentionally, and
purposefully do things that we know are hurting a people
group, we are operating outside of what Christ taught us to do.
We weren’t loving God and neighbor when slavery was the law
of the land nor were we when women were prohibited from full
participation within the church and we aren’t now in barring
part of God’s creation from the same. If we err, let us err on the
side of inclusion, love and mercy. I’m certain God will look more
favorably upon that at the end of our time than God will to
exclude and hurt. I’m completely comfortable knowing that I’ll
stand before God one day and be judged for that.
So where do we go from here? How do we be Aldersgate going
into the future? What changes? These are all questions that the
church will tackle in the coming weeks, months, and years, but
let me share some immediate thoughts. Aldersgate has been,
for nearly 70 years, and will continue to be a place of welcome
and love and assistance for the community surrounding us and
the greater community. We will continue to be a leader in our
Annual Conference as it relates to LGBTQIA+ rights and I pray
that we will soon join the ranks of a couple of other UM
churches in our Annual Conference that are Reconciling
Ministry churches. In short, little changes going forward. We
and I will follow the rules and not perform any same gender
marriages. We’ve never had the authority to ordain so nothing
changes there. What does change is that we have the
opportunity to put more pressure on the Annual Conference to
address, in a positive way, the manner in which we treat our
sisters and brothers. We can be more outspoken and
intentional about moving the church toward truly being open in
mind, heart, and doors. Most importantly, we can pray. We
know that God hears us and can accomplish that which we
could never imagine and that prayer is a conduit with God to
initiate things. Pray long, pray hard, and pray earnestly!

Pastor Chris

Become a member of
Aldersgate UMC!
Our next new member class is being offered on Saturday, April 13th 10 a.m. – noon. Childcare
available upon request. In this class we will answer your questions about Aldersgate and the United
Methodist church, give you a tour of the building, and introduce you to the ministries and people in
our congregation. The next “class” of new members will be installed on Sunday April 28th at 10 a.m.
Please contact Cheryl Merritt, Membership Coordinator, to reserve your seat.
newmembers@aldersgatede.org
Share the Journey

4

April 2019

Easter Egg Hunt - Saturday, APRIL 13th 11 a.m. - NOON
Join us for a fun Saturday morning with an egg hunt beginning at 11 a.m. at the
playground entrance (or in the church if raining) then to the auditorium for games, crafts,
Easter Bunny and soft pretzels! RSVP: To register for this event. Visit the church
office or call (302) 478‐2575 x118 or email sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or Facebook event page.
Volunteers needed! Let us know how many children and ages attending by Saturday, April 6th. This
event is an opportunity to share Aldersgate’s fellowship with the community, so bring a friend and your
own EASTER BASKET.

Aldersgate Preschool –
A Nurturing Christian Preschool and a Ministry of our Church.
Enrolling all 18 month old, 2’s and 3 year olds in the Monday-Friday, Monday/Wednesday/Friday or
Tuesday/Thursday classes (waiting list for our Prekindergarten program).Contact Director, Sharon
Jennelly for a tour! www.aldersgatede.org Aldersgate preschool page or 302-478-2575.

Join our preschool teaching team!
Interested Preschool Teachers, Assistants and substitutes are to apply to sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
for an application and details for fall!

Student and Children’s Ministries
Youth Ministry
May is right around the corner and this means that it is almost time to recognize our graduates at
Aldersgate! May 19 will be our Graduate Recognition Sunday and Youth Sunday. We want to make sure
that our graduates at Aldersgate are recognized on May 19. In order to do this, please submit the names of
the graduate to the church office by May 13. Include their name, where they are graduating from, and if
they are moving on to higher education, volunteer organization, or military let us know where that will be.
If your graduate is receiving an undergraduate, masters, or Ph.D. please inform us of what degree they
graduated with. Thank you all for your support of our students at Aldersgate of all ages. I feel blessed to
work at a church that values our young people. Please make sure that you come out and support our
confirmands on April 28. This will be a single service at 10 a.m. It’s the day following the rummage sale,
and will be a great way to celebrate our students who are confirming their faith at Aldersgate!

Adam West
Share the Journey
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Vacation Bible School
June 17 – June 21
9 a.m. – Noon
With a special program and Lunch on Friday, June 21, 11 a.m. and
Service Sunday, June 23, 9 a.m.
Join us for Music, Wild Bible Adventures, KidVid Cinema, Imagination/Craft Station, Hungry Herd Cafe, S
tampede Sports. Register (potty-trained) 3-12-year-old children & suggested donation $20/family (Checks
payable to Aldersgate Church) for a music CD. Place registration & volunteer form (note days you can help
out – childcare available!) & donation in mailbox #7 in the church office addressed to: Sharon Jennelly, Director
of Children’s Ministry. sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Require Background Checks & Safe Sanctuary Training www.aldersgatede.org (sign page 6.)
□ Praying for VBS

□ Help with Pre-registration

□ Gathering supplies

□ Decorating

□ Making phone calls and recruiting volunteers

□ Coordinating the Youth Helpers

I would like to help DURING VBS as a:
□ Preschool Leader or Assistant: Use provided books to prepare and lead/help the class.
□ Bible Storytellers: Use provided books, dress up and involve the children in the story.
□ Imagination Station/Craft Leader: Use provided books, collect supplies, prepare crafts/experiments,
and work with kids.
□ Music Leader: Colead singing and movement station, and help with music in daily opening and closing.
□ Snack Leader: Use provided books to plan, prepare, and serve snacks.
□ Game Leader: Use provided books to prepare games and lead children in playing games.
□ Crew Leader: (Needs to be a youth or an adult) lead a group of children from station to station, stay with group during
opening and closing times, at dismissal, and release child to parent/guardian.
□ Photographer/Spotlight VBS: Take pictures, download on lap top or print for boards and show them at the end of each
day.
□ Assembly Leader: Prepare and Co-lead the opening and closing assembly for each day.
□ Youth Assistant: Stay with the children and help in assigned area.

□ Nursery Leader & Assistant: Help in the nursery with children from infants to 2 years old.
□ Coordinate Friday’s Lunch: Help plan, prepare and or cleanup the lunch after Friday’s program.
□ Registrar: Help with first day registration and guide children to their groups.

□ I’m willing to help wherever I’m needed!
Monday _____ Tuesday _____ Wednesday _____ Thursday _____ Friday
Share the Journey
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Gordon and Elizabeth Siskey April 1

41 years

Robert and Kathy Harding

April 15

41 years

Mary Lou Williams

February 10, 2019

Todd and Sandra Wakai

April 16

25 years

Robert Hanson

February 11, 2019

Donald and Jeanette Zipse

April 16

64 years

William Morrison

February 27, 2019

Donald and Amanda Moyer April 18

10 years

Branden Wood

March 1, 2019

Kevin and Laura Brace

April 21

24 years

(son of Jan Wood)

Anthony and Susan Firmani April 22

30 years

Preston and Mary Cooper

April 25

37 years

John and Susan Kegelman

April 28

1 year

Frances Johnson

March 4, 2019

Working to Become Fully Reconciling
The Reconciling Ministries group is working toward an all-congregation vote at the
end of April. We would like to see Aldersgate become a Reconciling Congregation. In
addition to the vote, the church needs a Welcoming Statement and to be purposeful
in welcoming, engaging and building relationships with lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender persons.
We have the support of Pastor Chris Pennington and the Lead Team in this endeavor.

To help make this happen, members of the Reconciling Ministries group will be
available during the Coffee Hour for all Sundays until the vote. If you prefer, you can
contact any of us listed below and we will see that your concerns are heard and your questions answered.
What will happen as a result of the vote to become a Reconciling Congregation? We (Aldersgate) will post our
welcoming statement. We will be listed in the RM Network as reconciling so that anyone looking for a safe
church, guaranteed to welcome ALL, will find us. We will try to create ongoing opportunities to engage in dialogue, build relationships, and advocate for the necessary changes to the discriminatory statements in our Book
of Discipline.
In 2006 our Administrative Board passed an “Open Door” Resolution which stated, “Aldersgate is committed to
open its life to all people regardless of race, ethnicity, social status, age, gender, or sexual orientation.” If you
would like to revisit this document, copies are available at the Reconciling Ministries display in the Auditorium
during Coffee Hour.
AUMC Reconciling Ministries members: Betsy Diemer, Ellen Schlecht, Mary Cooper, Joanne Smeltz, Nancy
Hough, Anne Murray, Judy Morton, Cheryl Merritt, Don Moyer, Grace DiGiacoma, Adam West, Brian Merritt,
Anna, Amy & Cathy Goodman, Linda Williams, Ellen Leonzio, Jennifer Hamer-Mannson, Tyler Merritt, Bert
Diemer.
Share the Journey
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UMW Spring Program
Sunday, April 7
12:30 p.m.
Auditorium

UMW Sarah Circle Easter
Eggs for Sale
Butter cream, peanut butter, coconut
cream, and chocolate pecan eggs will be available after
all church services on
April 7th and 14th. Price
is $8 for a half-pound egg
made with lots of love
(we won’t mention the
sugar).
Proceeds from egg sales
support United Methodist
Women’s missions for
women and children.

Women and girls are invited to attend an afternoon of
fellowship, food and fun. We will enjoy lunch of
sandwiches and salads. Our program will be presented
by storytellers Edee Fenimore and Marie GormleyTarleton presenting a Lenten-themed presentation of
Mary and Martha.
We will be collecting disposable diapers, size 2 through 4, and containers of baby wipes to be donated
to Southbridge Neighborhood House.
Registration and payment will be held
in the Auditorium after all services on
Sunday, March 24th and Sunday, March 31st. Tickets are
$2 for girls and $5 for women.

Pre-orders will be accepted (but are NOT required) at
https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/2019-umw-easteregg-preorder/

Childcare will be available if requested by March 31st.

Finance Update
The 2019 Stewardship Campaign is still trailing last year for pledges (down by 21%).
If you have submitted a pledge to share your blessings, ‘Thank You’.
If you have not sent in your pledge please do so immediately. If you need a pledge card, you will
find some in the rack at the top of the stairs near the glass doors, outside the auditorium by the
elevator and by the information desk. Contact John Prince (john.prince@aldersgatede.org) to
receive an electronic pledge form or a paper version.

Finances as of the end of February
Contributions are 8% lower than last year.
Income is 1.2% higher than last year thanks to the distribution of some of the Endowment Fund earnings.
Expenses are 6.3% lower than last year which is a positive
The good news is the bottom line is positive by over $20,000. Again thanks to the Endowment Fund.
Do you have an interest in the finances of the church? There may be several openings on the Finance Committee
starting in July. Prior experience is not a prerequisite. Join and learn about the business side of the church. If you are
interested, please contact Pastor Chris or John Prince.

Electronic giving options:

Online – Make a donation on our website: www.aldersgatede.org
Text to Donate – Make a donation via Text message! 302-213-6168
Of course, checks and cash are always preferred.
Aldersgate is committed to being good stewards of your faithful contributions.

Share the Journey
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Thank you to everyone who came out to support the Schoolhouse Rock Live Too! cast & crew
on March 1st - 3rd. We had a wonderful turnout - approximately 850 people attended the three
performances - and the show was extremely well received.
I’d like to offer special Thank You’s to the following people:

The Production Team: Peter Atwater, Kate Carlson, Carey Cross, Stacie & Dave
DiGiacoma, Ramona Dowling, Cathy & Eric Goodman, Nancy Hough, Sonny Leo, Dave & Sara
McFarland, Ed McFarland, Cheryl & Brian Merritt, Dinah Schlecht, Diane Shea, Joanne Smeltz, Rebecca Townsend and Mark
& Mary Jean Wichmann. Your dedication, support and endless creativity helped produce a wonderful show!

The Aldersgate Team: Chris Pennington, Don Schuler, Kevin Botbyl, Kyle Smith, Adam West, Sharon Jennelly, Rob
McFarland, Mark Sobol, Susan Schrank, Ron Romine, Dave Hepner, Danielle Johnson, the Altar Guild, DOV’s and
Aldersgate’s congregation for their prayers & support.

Members of the Journey Band who offered their musical talents so generously: Brian Erskine, Henry Daum, Ron Lassiter, Rob McFarland and especially Debbie Mulrooney who provided piano accompaniment not only in performances but
throughout the rehearsal process!

To the many Aldersgate “Angels” who so generously helped underwrite the production:
Aldersgate UMW
Anonymous
Janet & Peter Atwater
Cheryl Beeson
Heather & Levi Benson
The Browne Family
Barbara & Bill Buckley
The Carlson Family
Helen & John Ciach
Carey, Will, Chip & George Cross
Rick Cross & Sons
Pat & Bill Culliton
Margaret David
The DiGiacoma Family

Ramona & Bill Dowling
Lorraine & Dick Fleming
Marilyn Haas
The Ho Family
The Honisch Family
Nancy Hough
Sharon & John Jennelly
Barbara & Tom Lugg
Meredith McGregor
The Metz Family
Caroline & Aunt Judy Morton
Sharon & Ed Owens
Rev. Chris & Christy Pennington
Bonnie Rambo

The Ransom Family
Marilyn Reiner
Shirley & Don Rollins
The Schlecht Family
Elyn Schmitz
Marty & Don Schuler
The Shapiro Family
The Shea Family
Phoebe & Ron Smith
The Townsend Family
Jane & Martin Wagner
The Wichmann Family
Pam & Ken Wright

And finally, to all the parents and grandparents who brought their kids to rehearsals every weekend, contributed time and
talents and provided encouragement every step of the way!
With tremendous gratitude,
Janet Atwater - Director

Aldersgate Spring Chancel Choir Concert
The Aldersgate Chancel Choir is pleased to present John Leavitt’s Requiem, Sunday, April 14,
7:00 p.m. This free concert will be a wonderful way to begin Holy Week, and a simple, but
powerful opportunity to invite someone to church! From the composer:
“This composition is inspired by Johannes Brahms’ work A German Requiem. Brahms did not
employ the traditional Latin texts derived from the Requiem Mass. Instead, he conscientiously used scriptural texts,
drawn primarily from the Psalms. Traditionally, the Latin Requiem serves as a prayer for the dead, whereas Brahms’
requiem is designed to comfort the living. The conceptual difference between the two is profound. This Requiem
reaches a significant compromise. It is commemorative, serving to celebrate the gift of life granted by God to the
departed saints. It is consolatory, serving to provide solace for the living, proclaiming in music the
eternal hope and grace of Christ.”
Please plan now to join us for John Leavitt’s Requiem, featuring the Chancel Choir and Friends, and an orchestra. We
look forward to beginning Holy Week with you!
Share the Journey
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Sale Day Saturday, April 27—Doors open at 8 a.m.—close at 2:30 p.m.
Vintage Treasurers
Mid-Century Modern
Collectibles

Books
Games
Puzzles
DVDs

..

Children’s Items
Toys
Clothing
Housewares
White Elephant
Kitchen Linens
Holiday

Sporting Good
Tools

Small Appliances
Plants
Furniture ~ Rugs ~ Lamps
Donations Accepted at the Rainbow Room Ramp:


Saturday, April 20 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.



Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday (April 22, 23, 24) from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Join the fellowship and fun throughout the week preparing for the sale daily 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.!

Calling all Bakers: Your help is needed to provide items for the Bake Sale at the Annual
Rummage Sale on April 27. Please bring your items....cakes, cookies, breads, pies, muffins,
scones, etc....to the Children's Library on Friday, April 26 from Noon until 5 p.m. or earlier that
day. The items can also be dropped off on Saturday, April 7, by 8 a.m. if possible. THANK YOU.
Questions? Please contact
Jill McKeown at 302-635-7628 or
Kathy Daum at 302-652-8541.

Share the Journey
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SUBMIT ORDERS BY SUNDAY, April 14
Each plant is $12
Completed forms and checks can be placed in MAILBOX #10 in the HUB!
For accounting purposes, please enclose payment & order form
in a pew envelope separate from your offering. Thank you.

Name: ___________________________________ Phone: __________________
# of Plants: _____

Total Amount Enclosed: ($12/plant): ___________________
_____ I WILL PICK UP MY LILY ORDER

Plant #1: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Plant #2: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Plant #3: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Plant #4: Please Circle: In “Memory of”

or

In “Honor of”

___________________________________________________________________
Share the Journey
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APRIL HAPPENINGS
Saturday, April 13 - Easter Egg Hunt at 11 a.m.
Sunday, April 14 - Palm Sunday Services at 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Pastor Chris’ Message

1

Sunday, April 14 - Spring Chancel Choir Concert at 7 p.m.

Ecumenical Lenten Series

2

Thursday, April 18 - Maundy Thursday Service at 7 p.m.

Family Promise Thank You

2

Friday, April 19 - Good Friday Service at 7 p.m. (Hillcrest-

Lay Leaderss’ Message

3

Bellefonte)

Pastor Chris on Special General Conference

3-4

Saturday, April 27 - Rummage Sale at 8 a.m.

New Member Class

4

Sunday, April 28 - Confirmation Sunday -1 service at 10 a.m.

Student and Children’s Ministries

5-6

Life Celebrations

7

Reconciling Ministries

7

United Methodist Women

8

Finance Update

8

Youth Musical Thank You

9

Spring Chancel Choir Concert– Requiem

9

Rummage Sale

10

Easter Lily Order Form

11

Easter Sunday Worship Services
Sunday, April 21
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service at Mt. Lebanon
(850 Mt. Lebanon Rd)
9 a.m. Contemporary Service at Aldersgate Sanctuary
11 a.m. Traditional Service at Aldersgate Sanctuary

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made!
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

