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2018 

New Life in Christ 
  
God created us for a wonderful purpose: that we might live forever with him in joy, love, perfect 
holiness, and justice. But the problem is that humans do not know how to live in perfect love and 
justice — and even worse, we don't even live as well as we know we should. And humans ever 
since the beginning have disobeyed God and rejected his guidance and friendship. 
  
Even if we wanted to live with God, 
we are unable to bridge the gap that is 
between us. We are not perfect and 
we are not holy. We do not deserve to 
live with God forever. More than that, 
justice says that disobedience should 
be punished. When we rebel against 
the Author of life, the natural result is 
cessation of life. We do not deserve to 
live forever with God. 
  
But God's plan cannot be thwarted. His love means that he wants to rescue us from the death we 
deserve. The natural consequences of our behavior results in death; his love seeks mercy and  
rescue. 
  
The good news is that Jesus Christ has experienced death for us, on our behalf, and then he was 
resurrected, so love and mercy can triumph. Salvation is God's gift to us. We can experience his 
salvation if we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord. 
  
As we enter into the season of Easter, let us more deeply and broadly accept Christ into our lives 
and live those lives to the fullest. 
  
Happy Easter!! 
  
Pastor Chris, Christy, James Connor, Keila and Nicholas 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN 

Tuesday, April 17 Luncheon in  
Fellowship Hall at 11:45 a.m. 

 

Blue Rocks Baseball 2018  
Wilmington Host Family 

Jen Lee will be offering the program for 
the United Methodist Men’s April meeting.  She and 
her son serve as one of the Wilmington-area host 
families for the Blue Rocks. They house as many as 
four players in their home providing a “home base” 
for the young men during the Minor League  
Baseball season.  It has been a positive experience 
for Jen and her son as well as the players. 

The luncheon and meeting will be Tuesday, April 17 
at 11:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  This is a perfect 
time for fellowship and discussion.  Sign up in the 
hub or respond via email with your choice of sub 
sandwich (Ham, Italian, Roast Beef or Turkey).   
Visitors and guests are encouraged. 

 

Spring Cleanup  
 

On Sunday, April 29, 

join your AUMC 

family in caring for 

our corner of God’s 

creation. One-hour projects will be taking 

place on the church grounds and area. Please dress for the 

job and the weather. Trash bags and some gloves will be 

provided but you may want to bring hand tools and work 

gloves. This event will take place after the 9 a.m. services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In celebration of Earth Day please join us on April 22 during 
the Journey Service 9 a.m. worship in the auditorium for 
this special event. 
 
All well-mannered indoor pets welcome.  Please have your 
trusted friends on leash, crated or otherwise suitably  
contained.  
 
Recognition of the blessing and prayer will be offered at the 
11 a.m. Traditional Service. 
 
We are all looking forward to this exciting event for all 
God’s creatures ! 
 
Sponsored by the Caring for Creation Team 

Become a member of  
Aldersgate UMC! 

 
We will answer your questions 
about Aldersgate and the United 
Methodist church, give you a tour 
of the building, and introduce you 
to the ministries and people in our 
congregation. One on One 
meetings can be arranged as our 
next new member class is  
scheduled for September 1.  
Childcare available upon  
request.   Please contact Cheryl 
Merritt, Membership Coordinator, 
to reserve your seat.   
newmembers@aldersgatede.org  

Easter Eve Service at Historic  

Barratt's Chapel 
March 31, 2018, 7 p.m. 

• Featuring John Thompson and The Remind-

ers and other performers 

• Holy Communion celebrated by Bishop Peggy Johnson 

• Refreshments and time to visit with musicians will follow in Barratt's 

Vestry. 

All are invited, no tickets required! 

mailto:new-members%20@aldersgatede.org
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From Your Lay Leaders 
 Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton 
      layleader@aldersgatede.org 

Being the Church 

I am the church, You are the church, We are the Church together… (for more of 

this great hymn, see page 558 in your red hymnal!) We cannot be the church 

without each other, and there is plenty of room in the pew, in the auditorium, 

in the classroom, in the sofa room, for all of us. There are also places that each 

of us can help be the hands and feet of Christ inside and outside of the church 

building.  

How do you take part in the life of Aldersgate church? What would you like to be involved in? Is there an aspect of the 

church life or mission that you could improve by your participation? The Nominations and Leadership Development team 

is beginning to meet and call on friends to join some of the committees that do the work of the church. If you would like 

to do something new, or get involved in a different way, please contact Pastor Chris or one of us. 

Each of us, working in some way, enables us to live out the mission of our church: “To be a significant place where  
disciples are made.” 

 

“A Way Forward” - 2nd Forum Event 
April 28, 2018 

 
 

* What? Join us for a forum on the future of The United Methodist Church. 
You may know that the Bishops created a Commission on a Way Forward at the last General Conference, in 
2016, to present options for United Methodists to live together faithfully with differing beliefs around the 
issues of human sexuality.  The two primary aspects of these concerns involve language in the Book of  
Discipline around conducting same-gender weddings and ordaining “self-avowed practicing homosexual” 
people.  The Commission has asked for our feedback. 
  

* When? On Saturday, April 28, 2018, from 1 p.m. until 4 p.m., the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, with 
the support of the Bishop and Cabinet, will host a forum for conversation. 
  

* Where? We will meet at Aldersgate UMC, 2313 Concord Pike, Wilmington, Delaware. 
  

* Why? We are God’s temple and God’s Spirit lives in us! (1 Corinthians 3:16.) To discern the movement of 
the Holy Spirit, we need to listen to one another as the Spirit speaks through us. 
  

* How? Please register here:  A Way Forward Registration 
  

This is a FREE event. 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!B7k93-NsBHAkabkMBKTzFc5+sGUcIuUM-f8QzWl7tcvf3hgKgInn0ELD0QP1ODDG0
https://www.pen-del.org/eventdetail/10845942
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A CRITICAL NEED FOR FEEDING  

WILMINGTON’S HUNGRY 
 

Imagine that you only eat once a day on these cold, windy March days. 
 

Imagine that you do not have a job or a safe, warm place to live. 
 

Imagine that you have to depend on a web of social services just to exist—job training, food stamps, Medicaid,  

public housing or shelters. 
 

Imagine that you have to figure out a way to get to the Emmanuel Dining Room at Second and Jackson Streets—

which may include catching a bus (if you have the money) or walking. 
 

Aldersgate members have a way to provide a warm meal to people who will not otherwise be nourished.  Over 200 

people including children are served daily.  On the sixteenth of each month, volunteers plan a meal, shop for the  

ingredients, cook, and serve this meal to those who depend on it.  Emmanuel Dining Room (EDR), an arm of the  

Ministry of Caring, depends on churches, other religious groups, and many organizations to provide this daily meal 

365 days a year.  Aldersgate is a critical piece of this mission. 
 

So far this year the Crazy Ladies (January) and the Friday Lunch Group (March)  have volunteered to shop and 

cook.  In February, there were no volunteers to help, so food was delivered to EDR so that it could be cooked and 

served by staff.  Other groups have volunteered to serve later this year:  the UM Men for May and November, UMW 

for June, Barbara Buckley for August, and the Youth for September. 
 

We still need cooks for the 16th for the following months:  

April-Monday  

July-Monday 

October-Tuesday  

December-Sunday.   
 

Please let me know when you can be scheduled to support this important mission.  If you work, maybe your employer 

would give you several hours off to cook; many organizations support employees to perform community service.  If 

you are newly retired or a very busy retiree—review the available dates and call me to schedule you in.  I will  

schedule you with an experienced cook if you have never volunteered at EDR.  Teens are welcomed when they are 

accompanied by adults. 
 

The time commitment is a follows:  60-90 minutes to shop for the meal, 2 hours to cook the meal, and 1 hour to serve 

the meal.  NO dishwashing!!  This is done by others—volunteers and those who have been remanded by the court to 

do community service.  I have menus for you to review.  If you can cook a meal for your family, then you can cook for 

about 200 using successful recipes and methods.    
 

Please contact me—especially if you are available to cook on April 16, which is the next critical date.   

Everyone is welcomed to join this effort to feed the hungry! 
 

Dianne Whittaker, Ldwhitt@attglobal.net, 302-383-1139 
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Vacation Bible School "Shipwrecked Rescued by Jesus"  
Monday- Friday, June 18-22, 9 a.m.— Noon 

 
Volunteers are needed for all stations. Register all children (ages 3-10+) by  
emailing  sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org  or calling (302) 478-2575.  
We will also have a registration form on the website and paper forms at church.  

 
 
 
 
 

Aldersgate Preschool –A Nurturing Christian Preschool and a ministry of our church. 
Register your children (18 month old to Prekindergarten) for 9 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. classes. Before care (8 to 9 a.m.) 
and/or after care (11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m.) also available. 
Chapel—Every other Monday and Tuesday, Music – Wednesdays and Thursdays. Lunch Bunch options include:  
Soccer Shots, Spanish, Dance and Yoga available from 12:30-1 p.m. for an additional fee.  
 
Meet your teachers week and Social will be Thursday, September 6, Preschool classes start on Monday, September 10 

(18 month old & 2’s classes dismiss at 11 a.m. first two weeks) Spirit Days, Chick-Fil-Spirit Night, Barnes & Noble Book 
fair, Thanksgiving Feasts, Christmas Program, Donuts for Dad, Pajamas Day, Grandparents Day, Preschool Family Block 
Party, Mother’s Day Tea, Prekindergarten Graduation, End of year Picnic, plus various Parent Committee events. 
Please contact Director, Sharon Jennelly for a tour or go to www.aldersgatede.org and check out the Aldersgate  
Preschool page with all the details! 

 

Student and Children’s Ministries 

 
I’m very proud of all the work that our students put in to perform  
Madagascar Jr. The results certainly showed that they worked extremely 
hard and provided a wonderful show for our church to enjoy. This past year 
our students have used their talents in several different ways at  
Aldersgate. Some of our students have joined the Journey Band on stage to 

help us worship on Sunday mornings. Others have taken their talents to help with sound and lighting during the 
Journey service. Others have read scripture or led us in prayer during the worship service. Others have used their 
acting  talents to help bring a lesson to life in our Children’s church. You’ll see our students also serving in other 
ways around Aldersgate. Many will help with the upcoming Rummage Sale. Others will take part in helping to clean 
up the grounds around Aldersgate. Some of our students serve as communion servers on Sundays. Our Confirmation 
Class will serve communion on Pentecost as their first act of service. You may have seen that students are stepping 
up all across the country as they advocate for change. I can assure you that our students are part of the generation 
that isn’t afraid to step up and serve. Please continue to pray for our students and look for them serving in various 
roles at Aldersgate and beyond. 

Adam West   

mailto:sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org
http://www.aldersgatede.org/
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 THANK YOU 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who came out and supported the children and 
youth of Aldersgate at Madagascar JR. on March 2nd – 4th.  Even with a 
Nor’easter on Opening Night we had more than 850 people attend the 
three performances and the show was extremely well received.   

 
I’d like to offer special “Thank You’s” to the following:   

The Production Leadership Team:  Sandy Anderson, Peter Atwater, Kate Carlson, Carey Cross, Stacie & 
Dave DiGiacoma, Ramona Dowling, Brian Erskine, Sheena & Jae Gladden, Cathy & Eric Goodman, Nancy 
Hough, Sonny Leo, Cheryl Merritt, Dinah & Ellen Schlecht, Diane Shea, Joanne Smeltz and Mary Jean & 
Mark Wichmann.  Your support and endless creativity helped produce a wonderful show! 

The Aldersgate Team:  Chris Pennington, Don Godwin, Kevin Botbyl, Candice Kilson, Adam West, Sharon 
Jennelly, Ron Romine, Rosemary Hall, Dave Hepner, Danielle Johnson, Lynette Kenton, David Lockart,  
Susan Schrank, Mark Sobol, the Altar Guild, DOV’s and Aldersgate’s congregation for their prayers &  
support. 

 

To the many Aldersgate “Angels” who so generously helped underwrite the production. 

Aldersgate Angels Program Donations 2018 (as of March 1) 

In the theatre, people that provide financial support to help underwrite the cost of doing a show are 
called “Angels.”  The following families and individuals have generously supported this year’s production: 

 

 
And finally, to all the parents and grandparents who brought their kids to rehearsals every weekend,  
contributed time, talents and snacks, and provided encouragement every step of the way! 

With tremendous gratitude, 
 
Janet Atwater - Director 

 

 Aldersgate United  
Methodist Women 

 Kate Carlson 
 The Erskine  

Family 
 Nancy Hough  Carolyn & Bob Reis 

 Helen & John Ciach 
 Carolyn  

Fleckenstein 
 Barbara & Tom 

Lugg 
 Shirley & Don Rollins 

 Sandy & Kirk  
Anderson 

 Caroline Jean  
Cordrey 

 

 The Gladden  
Family 

 Meredith  
McGregor 

 The Shea Family 

 Anonymous 
 Margaret & Don  

Godwin 
 Beverly Melcher  Joanne Smeltz 

 Carey, Will, Chip & 
George Cross 

 The Atwater Family 
 The DiGiacoma  

Family 
 Marilyn Haas  Bonnie Metz  The Smiths 

 Cheryl Beeson  Katharine Downham 
 The Harrington 

Family 
 The Merritt Family 

 The Townsend  
Family 

 Heather & Levi  
Benson 

 Ramona Dowling  Alice & Wayne Ho  The Owens Family 
 The Wichmann  

Family 

 Barbara & Bill  
Buckley 

  
 The Honisch  

Family 
 Marilyn Reiner  Pam & Ken Wright 
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     Thank you Family Promise Volunteers!  
 

From March 4 – March 11, you were the hands and feet of Christ once again 
by providing exceptional hospitality.  You gave up the comfort of your own bed to sleep at the church. You cooked and 
served dinner for 12-24 people and went grocery shopping.  You awoke extra early to drive a 15 passenger van of 
strangers.  You prayed for folks that you have never met.  You inflated mattresses and transformed classrooms to  
bedrooms.  You provided a listening ear, supportive words, patience, compassion, and modeled grace.  You did laundry, 
swept floors, and wiped tables.  Thank you for giving of your time and gifts.Family Promise helps families get back on their 
feet and into permanent housing in 30 - 60 days. This is possible only through the support of many hands.  
 

A HUGE thank you to the week’s volunteers: The Shenk Family, Ned and Mary Lou Landis, Luke and Jessica Fresconi, John 
Jennelly, Taber Smith, Life Path Church, The Davenport Family, Betsy Diemer, Amanda and Evelyn Moyer, The Johnston 
Family, Laura Parrish, Nancy Hough, The Maansson Family, Chris Burket, Anne Murray, The Judy Family, Pastor Don, 
Troop 67 Moose Patrol, Mt. Lebanon UMC and Emmaus Reunion Group, Iva Boardman and Amy, Jan and Melissa Wood, 
Bob Reis, Susan Schrank, Bonnie Rambo, Generation Go, Jon Keys, Griffin Ackley, Barbara Buckley, Marilyn Reiner, Carol 
Lamborn, Ron Romine, Jason Zerbey and Shirley Rollins.   
 

And a special thank you to several folks who changed their schedules on a moment’s notice to make sure our families had 
a safe place to stay all day during the Nor ‘ Easter: Nancy Hough, Laura Parrish, Kevin Botbyl, J.E. Hamer- Maansson, 
Heather and Elise Burket, and The Dyke family.  One of our family promise families, a single mom with two middle school 
aged boys, moved into their own apartment on Friday.  Friday was also the mom’s birthday.  What an incredible birthday 
gift you gave!     
 

With gratitude,  
The Merritt Family  

 Annual Fishing Derby at 

Pecometh 
 

This is your chance to fish at Camp Pecometh! Come join us Saturday, April 28th from 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. for our annual Fishing Der-

by. Young and old alike have a great time fishing at Riverside and from our pier. Lunch is included in the registration cost, and the 

Grand Prize is a free week of camp! 

The age brackets are 10 and under ($10 registration fee), 11-17 ($10 registration fee), and 18 and over ($15 registration fee).  

Prizes will be handed out for different categories within each age group. Be sure to bring your fishing gear along with you,  

including poles, extra hooks, and bait. We will have some bait for sale, but it goes quick!  Proceeds go towards our campership 

fund, which helps as many kids come to camp as possible. Please note that participants 16 and over will need to bring a Maryland 

Fishing License to be in accordance with Maryland DNR laws.  
 

To learn more and to register, please visit us at www.pecometh.org/fishing-derby or call us at 410-556-6900.  

Pre-registration is encouraged, but we do accept day of registration between 8 a.m.- 8:30 a.m. 

April 
Robert and Kathy Harding  April 15  40 years  
Donald and Jeanette Zipse April 16  63 years 

 

 

Alice Stanfield   February 16, 2018 

James Titlow February 17, 2018 
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UMW Spring  
Program  
Sunday, April 15th, 
12:30 p.m. ,  
Aldersgate Auditorium 
 
Women and girls are invited to attend an afternoon of 
fellowship, food and fun. We will enjoy lunch of  
sandwiches and salad catered by Panera.  Registration 
will be held in the Auditorium after all services on Sunday, 
March 25 and Sunday, April 8. Tickets are $2 for girls and 
$5 for women. Childcare will be available if requested by 
April 8th . We will be collecting disposable diapers, sizes 2 
through 4, and containers of baby wipes to be donated to 
Southbridge Neighborhood House. Our program will be 
presented by The Imagination Players. The Imagination 

Players are talented 
area children and 
teens (ages 7 to 18 
years of age) who use 
song and dance to  
entertain families in the Delaware area. A portion of all  
proceeds generated by The Imagination Players will benefit local, national and  

international charities, especially those which benefit children and families. 

Eagle Scout Garden 
Many of you have likely noticed a new raised garden in the 

grassy area next to the ramp going down to the Rainbow Room.   

This garden is my Eagle Scout Project.  I have been a member of 

Aldersgate since birth and a member of Pack/Troop 67 since 

first grade.   As I began thinking about what I wanted to do for 

my Eagle Scout project, I spoke with Adam and Pastor Chris 

about opportunities to give back to the church as I wanted to 

thank Aldersgate for the hospitality the church has shown our 

troop over the years.  Why a garden?  I think the garden will be 

an excellent way to strengthen the relationship between the 

church and troop while also serving the community.   With the 

price of fresh produce being as high as it is today, eating healthy 

can prove challenging to those in tougher financial positions.   

Adam also felt that the Youth Group could adopt the garden to 

ensure sustainability.   I submitted a proposal to both the  

Aldersgate Board of Trustees and the Scout Review Board and it 

was approved.  The produce grown in the Friends of Aldersgate 

Youth Vegetable Garden will be donated to local food banks or 

to families who might not otherwise have access to fresh  

vegetables and/or will be sold as a fundraiser for our youth 

 mission trips.  

 

Building and maintaining the garden require some funds,  

particularly for the initial investment.   I would like to invite  

anyone who is interested to donate to the garden fund.  The 

initial costs of the garden was a bit over $1000.  Any funds 

raised in excess of that will be put toward future costs of  

vegetables and maintenance.  To date, we have raised almost 

$700 and I appreciate the generosity of so many people.    

Everyone who donates will have the opportunity to have their 

name laser inscribed onto the center arbor trellis.  If you would 

like to donate, checks can be made out to Aldersgate and placed 

in Adam’s mailbox.  Please include the following information. 

 

Name (as you would like inscribed on the trellis), e-mail, and 

phone number. 

 

Thank you all for your support and encouragement!  Please 

reach out to me if you have any questions. 

 

Ben Pendley 

302-475-3262 

Benpendley2018@gmail.com 
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Columbarium  
Update 
 

Easter is here and that means 
that our Columbarium will be decorated with flowers for 
a few days honoring the memory of our loved ones in 
the columbarium. Our own Business  Administrator,  
Kevin  Botbyl has designed a floral arrangement to     
decorate the columbarium this Easter. He also decorated 
at Christmas and did a wonderful job. As you walk by the 
columbarium take some time and notice the flowers that 
we have honoring all of our members who have passed 
away and are resting in the columbarium. Soon the 
courtyard will come to life as our spring plants bloom 
and fill the space with wonderful colors and smell of 
spring. As the weather warms, the fountain will also 
begin to flow.  
Our columbarium ministry is a vital and important  
ministry of our church. Space is open to all church  
members and a niche that holds two people is available 
to purchase for $3,000. I would love to discuss our  
columbarium in more detail with you. You can also find 
some brochures about our columbarium with the other 
resources by the glass doors. 
 

Adam West 

Your Finance Committee (Parentheses indicate term expiration) 

 

 
 

New pledges for our 2018 Stewardship Campaign have waned; however over $599,448 has been pledged by 205  
families which is more than each of the past three years. If you have not submitted a pledge for 2018, feel free to send 
me an e-mail at john.prince@aldersgatede.org even if it is for $0. We are starting our budget preparation for next year 
and pledges will greatly help us to forecast our income.  
 

Contributions for the fiscal year (remember our fiscal year changed to run from July through June), are slightly ahead 
of same period last year.  Overall income however is down from last year by about 8% 
 

Expenses are about 1% lower than last year at the end of February. The result is that we have a year-to-date loss of 
about $31,000 which is 3% of our budget for the year. 
 

Aldersgate is committed to being responsible stewards of the funds donated. 

Chair – John Prince (2020) 

Matt Anderson (2018) 

Bill Holloway (2018) 

Dorothy Whiteman (2019) 

Brett Landis (2019) 

Janeen Ernst (2019) 

Preston Cooper (2020) 

Dennis Snyder (2020) 

LisaAnn Trembath (2020) 

Ex Officio: 

Pastor – Chris Pennington 

SPRC – Mike Pittenger/Jennifer Pendley 

Trustees – Jonathan Dyke 

Treasurer – Lynette Kenton 

Business Administrator – Kevin Botbyl 

Lay Leader – Ferris Wharton 

Finance Update from the  
Finance Committee 

The Good Samaritan Fund 
A number of individuals have asked me “what happens 
to the money we give to the Good Samaritan Fund”? 
The purpose of the Good Samaritan Fund is to provide 
urgent/temporary assistance to individuals/families for 
such things as rent or utility bills. Donations mainly 
come from the congregation monthly on Communion 
Sunday.  
Referral phone calls from people who urgently need 
assistance are received in the Front Office and  
documented for Friendship House where the applicants 
are screened. 
If approved, we send up $100 to Friendship House for 
disbursement to the utility company or rental agency. 
While we did not have a lot of funds to distribute last 
calendar year, we did assist 12 families with utility bills, 
1 with an oil bill and 2 with rent out of 74 people that 
requested assistance. There is much need in our  
community and with your help we could do much 
more.  
 
LOOK FOR THE PLATES NEAR THE COMMUNION RAILS IN 

THE TRADITIONAL SERVICES AND THE SPECIALLY MARKED 

BASKET IN THE CONTEMPORARY SERVICE. 

mailto:john.prince@aldersgatede.org
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2018 Rummage Sale                                                                                                            

Sale Date: Saturday, April 7—8 a.m. till 2:30 p.m.                                                                                                          

The Many Ways You Can Help 

For more information: Call Mary Jane Prince—302-367-6955 or Pam Wright—302-547-5139 

DONATE GOODS: 

Antiques /Collectibles 

Unique Boutique 

Unique TOO 

Children’s Items  

Sporting Goods/Tools 

Books/Dvds/Puzzles/Games  

Housewares/White Elephant/

Small Appliances/Plants 

Furniture/Pictures/Lamps/Rugs 

Bake Sale (Please bring donations 

on Friday noon to 5 p.m.)       

VOLUNTEER TO HELP: 

Saturday, 3/31 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.                  

Accepting Donations at                         

Rainbow Room Ramp    

Mon., 4/2, Tues., 4/3, Wed., 4/4                

9 a.m. to 8 p.m.                                              

Accepting Donations and                    

sorting, cleaning, repairing.   

Thurs., 4/5 & Fri., 4/6                                    

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.—Pricing    

SALE DAY  

Sat., April 7 at 8 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Clean up Crew 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.  

ATTEND:          

 

Invite Neighbors & Friends 

Shop for yourself! 

Stock a kitchen 

Outfit an apartment 

Help out a new DE resident 

Gather items for college students  

Great Finds at Fabulous Prices 

Friendly workers 

Breakfast & Lunch Available 

Calling all Bakers: Your help is needed to provide items 

for the Bake Sale at the Annual Rummage Sale on April 7. 

Please bring your items....cakes, cookies, breads, pies, 

muffins, scones, etc....to the Children's Library on Friday, 

April 6 from Noon until 5 p.m. or earlier that day. The items 

can also be dropped off on Saturday, April 7, by 8 a.m. if 

possible. THANK YOU.  Questions? Please contact  

Jill McKeown at 302-635-7628  or  

Kathy Daum at 302-652-8541. 
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Holy Week Services 

Maundy Thursday:  Thursday, March  29,  7 p.m. at Hillcrest-Bellefonte (400 Hillcrest Avenue) 

Good Friday:   Friday, March 30, 7 p.m. at Chester-Bethel UMC (2619 Foulk Road) 

 

Easter Sunday:       Sunday April 1, 7 a.m. Sunrise Service at Mt. Lebanon (850 Mt. Lebanon Rd) 

               9 a.m. Contemporary Service at Aldersgate 

   11 a.m. Traditional Service at Aldersgate 

   NO SUNDAY SHOOL 

 Sunday, April 8 Worship Schedule 

• A single combined blended worship service at  

10 a.m. celebrating the Rummage Sale.  

It will feature the Chancel Choir and the Journey Band. 
Sunday school will be at 9 a.m. that day for those classes 
that are meeting.  

 

Checkerboard 

Finale! 
 

For 40-plus years,  

Aldersgate has hosted the Checkerboard 

dance for the Wilmington community. On 

Sunday, April 29 from 6:30-8:30 p.m., we will 

be hosting our final event and retiring the 

Checkerboard ministry. To the many  

Aldersgate members who launched this 

meaningful ministry to the current members 

who host the dance now - and the many 

many youth and adults in between that  

contributed to the program's success ---We 

invite you to join us for this final dance.  

 

All Checkerboard volunteers will be  

recognized during the morning worship  

services. In addition, we also will celebrate 

with a special shout out to Michael  

Luternau, DJ Michael, who has kept the 

guests jamming and the dance floor  

hopping for more than 30 years. Thank you 

to everyone for the success of this very  

special ministry! 



Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

United Methodist Men 2 

Caring for Creation 2 

Lay Leaderss’ Message 3 

Emmanual Dining Room Serving 4 

Student and Children’s Ministries 5 

2018 Youth  Musical  - Madagascar Thank You 6 

Life Celebrations 7 

Family Promise Thank You 7 

United Methodist Women 8 

Finance Update 9 

Columbarium Update 9 

Good Samaritan Fund 9 

Rummage Sale 10 

Spring Concert 11 

Worship Schedule 11 

 APRIL HAPPENINGS 

Saturday, April 7-   Rummage Sale at 8 a.m. 
Sunday, April 8 -  A single combined blended worship 
       service at 10 a.m.  
Sunday, April 22 -  Spring Concert at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, April 29 - Checkerboard Dance at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday Worship Services 

Sunday, April 1  
 
7 a.m.  Sunrise Service at Mt. Lebanon    
        (850 Mt. Lebanon Rd)   
9 a.m.  Contemporary Service at Aldersgate Sanctuary 
11 a.m. Traditional Service at Aldersgate Sanctuary 
   NO SUNDAY SHOOL 


