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A significant place where disciples are made
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

The Messenger

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia!
Praise Him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!
Latin Hymn (fourteenth century)
Translated in Lyra Davidica, 1708
Stanza 2, John Arnold’s Compleat Psalmodist, 1749
Stanza 3, Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
You might confuse this hymn with Charles Wesley's "Christ the Lord Is Risen
Today." The theme is the same, the structure is similar, and Wesley also had a
hand in this hymn. But this hymn is based on a medieval Latin text. Alleluia is
the perfect word for Easter Sunday. It simply means "Praise the Lord." It is
used throughout Scripture (especially in Psalms and Revelation) to glorify God
for the mighty acts He has done. And what mightier act is there than this: the
resurrection of Christ from the dead. Interestingly, this hymn speaks more
about Christ's death than His new life. Both are vital aspects of God's redeeming work. Christ endured the cross and rose from the dead. His death and resurrection are inseparable, and hymn singers exult in all of it. During this Easter
season, let us praise the God who made it happen. Alleluia!
Happy Easter!
Pastor Chris, Christy, James Connor, Keila and Nicholas

Share The Journey.

From Your Lay Leaders
Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton

Experience the Palms, the Passion, and the Paschal Mystery!

IF you are following the SUP series with your SUP refrigerator magnet, you may notice that there is a dinner
scheduled for April 5. Since this is also the date of the final Ecumenical Lenten service, which is not at our
church, we are going to cancel this dinner. The next SUP will be May 15.
In the meantime, we hope you are keeping Lent in the forefront of your
mind, and we are interested in how you are internalizing the experience.
Besides the Lenten study, the Ecumenical services, and the Sunday services,
have you given up anything this Lent? Have you taken on any personal challenges to mark this season?
Palm Sunday is coming up on April 9, then the Holy Thursday service will be at Chester Bethel on April 13,
with a very different Good Friday service at Aldersgate on April 14, followed by Easter on April 16. We encourage you to experience Jesus’ entire journey with all its ups and downs. Share these amazing services with
your family and friends and remember Whose child you are.
Betsy Diemer and Ferris Wharton, layleader@aldersgatede.org

STUDENT MINISTRY
This Lent I’m doing something a little different. Instead of taking something out of my life this year I’m
adding in new theological voices that I do not usually encounter. I’m reading the voices of Liberation theology this Lent. You might be asking what is Liberation Theology. Liberation Theology is a type of Christian
theology that is written from the perspective of oppressed people groups. It’s been an interesting journey
so far as I have read about Dietrich Bonhoeffer and how he was greatly influenced by the black church in
Harlem. His time in ministry in New York influenced him and ultimately led him to stand up against Hitler
in Germany. One of the things that led to him listening to the voice of those he
didn’t normally encounter was his time in youth ministry. Without his time
working in youth ministry, he may have never gone on to become one of the
most influential theologians in church history. One of the things I love the most
about youth ministry is how the students we encounter can have a revolutionary impact on our lives. Aldersgate is lucky to have so many wonderful young
people. Our youth ministry is always looking for more volunteers to help be a
part of the lives of our students. It doesn’t matter how old or young you are
there is always a chance to be a part of the youth ministry here, and you never
know what experience might push you to become.
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Persevering Prayer
Jesus told a parable about a man who was in need of bread to serve some unexpected
guests. The man went to the home of a neighbor and continually knocked on the door until the
neighbor got up and gave him the bread he needed. Jesus concludes the parable by saying
“ask and it shall be given to you, seek, and you will find; knock and it will be opened to
you.” (Luke 11:9). Does this mean if we ask enough times we will get the answer we
want? Does this mean that God is a sleepy neighbor who will not respond to our needs until we
nag him to the point of annoyance? Does this mean that everything we ask for will be granted
like a celestial mail order house? The answer to all of these questions is “no.” God loves us too
much to allow our prayers to be answered in any way but in the best way. Though it is difficult
to watch a tragedy and question why God does not intervene, the meaning of prayer has much
to do with the “sifting of the wheat” of our souls during the process of prayer than the “getting”
the answer we seek. It takes time to pray. Prayer is slow work, as is the molding and shaping
of our wills to God’s will. It takes time to pray and as we do, our prayers can come into alignment with God’s will so that we pray in the Spirit of God, rather than our own human desires. It
means that prayer needs to be a lot more listening and a lot less talking.
I often find myself on conference calls using a toll-free number to connect various callers onto
one conversation. One of the rules of conference calls is to use the “mute” button when you are
not talking so that background noise does not interfere with the conversation. When the “mute”
button is pressed your voice cannot be heard but you can listen. As we pray we need to put the
“mute” button on and listen to what God is saying about the things we are praying about. God’s
perfect will sometimes is for us to wait and sometimes it is a different plan altogether, and sometimes the answer is “no.” In the act of persevering prayer we hear back from God. As we do we
can often find that disappointment is an appointment to a better plan given to us by the loving
hand of God who cares enough to give us the best answer.

Biahop, Peninsula-Delaware Conference
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SAVE THE DATE:
JUNE 3RD
Join your friends for the Highmark “Walk for a Healthy Community” on June 3rd at Bellevue State Park. The
Walk will support 23 local health and human services agencies this year. Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Delaware underwrites the cost of the event, so the participating organizations to receive 100% of the funds
they raise. Neighborhood House, Family Promise, Read Aloud Delaware and other organizations supported
by Aldersgaters will be involved.
Register to walk or donate to the Wilmington walk group of your choice at: http://
www.walkforahealthycommunity.org/whc3/index.shtml.
Watch for more information in the May Messenger, or ask Nancy Hough or Judy Morton if you have questions.

On Good Friday, the Chancel Choir, with
organ and orchestral ensemble, will be
presenting a very special program, Colors
of Grace. This solemn Lenten service will
include music by Joseph Martin, as well
as the beloved “Pavane” by Gabriele
Faure and “Adagio” by Albinoni, as we
gather on this sacred night to commemorate the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and his
death at Calvary. We hope the church
will be full as we sing, pray and reflect.
Come prepare your hearts.
Friday, April 14th
7:00 p.m.
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Spring will soon be here and what a perfect time to rid our homes of some of the things we have accumulated that can not be put in the recycling bin or simply discarded. Household hazardous waste and electronic goods collections
are held EVERY WEDNESDAY from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Delaware Recycling Center, 1101 Lambson
Lane, New Castle. MONTHLY paper shredding is held at this same location on the FIRST WEDNESDAY.
Collections are also scheduled through out the year at the following locations closer to our area:

Saturday, April 29,2017
8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Mt. Pleasant Elementary
500 Duncan Road
Wilmington

Saturday, May 13,2017

Saturday, June 10,2017

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Dupont Barley Mill

North Star Elemetary

(Rt 141/100) Barley Mill Road
Wilmington

Saturday, August 26, 2017

1340 Little Baltimore Rd.,
Hockessin

Saturday, October 7, 2017

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Mt. Pleasant Elementary

Frawley Stadium

500 Duncan Road, Wilmington

801 S.Madison Street, Wilmington

Below is the list from DSWA of the items they will be accepting for collection. Let's all work together in Caring for God's Creation! The following website is an excellent source for additional information:
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/dwhs/Recycling/Documents/how%20to%20recycle%20booklet.pdf
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Sunday, April 30th join your AUMC family in caring for our corner of God’s creation. Join in
one-hour projects around the church and neighborhood, after the 9 a.m. services and after
the 11 a.m. service.
Litter pickup around the church grounds
Preparing the parking lot islands for planting
Litter pickup along the route of the 5K
There’ll be group leaders for each of the groups. Trash bags furnished. Dress for the job and
the weather. Bring garden gloves and hand tools (depending on the job) some plastic gloves
available.

Sponsored by your Caring for Creation Team, in collaboration with the 5K Team

Rummage Sale News
Rummage Sale Pickup Dates
If you or someone you know wishes to donate items and have them picked up and stored until the Aldersgate Rummage Sale, please contact either Chris Burket at cburket@gmail.com or 609-504-3107 or Don
Moore at lndmoore@comcast.net or 302-235-8554.
Last pickup is scheduled for Saturday morning: April 1
Help! Rummage Sale Storage Needed
Donations continue to roll in which is great;
however, storage space is needed. If you have an unused or only partially used garage and would be willing
to store donated goods until April, please call one of the logistics team below. THANK YOU!


Chris Burket 609-504-3107 or Don Moore 302-235-8554

Share the Journey

6

April 2017

Share the Journey

7

April 2017

Share the Journey

8

April 2017

Join us for Pecometh Day on Saturday April 29 from 11am to 3 p.m.. If you have been telling your church about
Pecometh, this is a perfect time to bring them down to see what Camp is all about!
Bring your families from your church to enjoy some great activities, including wagon rides, games, balloon artist Jungle
John, music and a whole lot more! Plus, there will be an opportunity for you to tour the camp property, meet our staff, and
learn more about what we can offer your camper this summer.
For more information, and to enter a drawing to win a campership (camp scholarship) for Summer 2017, visit us
at www.pecometh.org/pecometh-day.
Also, the Second Annual Fishing Derby is held the same day, Saturday April 29, from 8-11am. Come for a morning of
fishing, fellowship and fun! Prizes will be awarded in different categories within each age group. Everyone has a chance to
win the casting contest, and the grand prize is a free week of camp!
Also, lunch is included in the entry fee.
For more details, and to register, call us at 410-556-6900 or visit us online at http://www.pecometh.org/fishing-derby.

If you know a college-aged individual who's looking for a great summer job next year, then look no further than Camp
Pecometh!
This is a challenging and very rewarding opportunity to work with kids in a great Christian camp setting.
For more info, visit us at the Summer Staff Info Page and apply today, or contact Megan Sweeney, Camp Programs Coordinator, at megansweeney@pecometh.org
Plus, if you know someone in the 10th or 11th grade, they can apply for our Staff-in-Training program.
We look forward to having them Branch Out with us this summer!

United Methodist Men Luncheon & Program
Tuesday, April 11, in Fellowship Hall
Lunch at 11:45 a.m. – Program follows
The UMMen will meet for lunch at 11:45 a.m. on Tuesday, April 11 in Fellowship Hall. The
program will focus on the right foods and supplements for older adults to remain physically
and mentally alert, healthy and active. Our speaker will be Mary Williams from Nutrition Services at Christiana Care Health Services. Come and learn more about what is important to
protect personal health and well-being.
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UMW Spring Program - "India & Bollywood Dance"
Sunday, April 2nd, 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Aldersgate Auditorium
Women and girls are invited to attend an afternoon of fellowship, food and fun. We will enjoy tea sandwiches, fruit, dessert and a wonderful program appropriate for all ages. Our program presented by Nisha
Punjabi will be “India & Bollywood Dance”. Nisha will share traditions of Indian culture, some highlights of
India, and introduce Bollywood dancing. Audience participation is encouraged.
Registration and payment will be held in the Auditorium after all services on Sunday, March
19th and Sunday, March 26th. Tickets are $2 for girls and $4 for women. Childcare will be available if requested by March 26th.
We will be collecting disposable diapers, size 2 through 4, and containers of baby wipes to be donated
to Southbridge Neighborhood House.

Sarah Circle Easter Eggs for Sale!
Butter cream, peanut butter, coconut cream, and chocolate pecan eggs will
be available after all church services on April 2nd and 9th. Price is $8 for a
half-pound egg made with lots of love (we won’t mention the sugar). Proceeds from egg sales support United Methodist Women’s missions for
women and children.
Pre-orders will be accepted (but are NOT required) athttp://
eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/umw-easter-egg-preorder

Pastor Chris gets the Gatorade
shower after challenging the UMW
Hannah Circle Soup-er Bowl food
drive to collect 2000 cans of soup.
Aldersgate collected over 2100 cans
of soup !
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Children’s Ministry News

E

Saturday, APRIL 8 at 11 a.m.

EASTER EGG HUNT
Join us for a fun Saturday morning with an egg hunt beginning at 11 a.m. at the playground
entrance (or in the church if raining) then to the Fellowship Hall for games, crafts, and a visit from the
Easter Bunny!

RSVP: To register the family for this event or volunteer to help,
visit the church office, or call (302) 478-2575x118 or email
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org.Please let us know how many children
and ages attending by Saturday, March 31st.

Great for families with children 10 years old and younger.

This event is an opportunity to share Aldersgate’s fellowship with the
community, so bring a friend and your own EASTER BASKET to collect the eggs!

Vacation Bible School; Maker Fun Factory will
be held on Monday, June 19 - Friday, June 23,
2017, 9am-Noon.
Please contact
sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org if you are
able to volunteer for any areas of interest: preschool class, decorating, drama, games, art
projects, video, leading a group of children,
and/or snacks.
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Aldersgate Players come up with another
hit with Disney’s Mulan
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Thank you to everyone who came out and supported the children and youth of Aldersgate at
Mulan JR. on March 3rd– 5th. We had more than 950 people attend the three performances
and the show was extremely well received. I’d like to offer special “Thank You’s” to the following:
The Production Leadership Team: Sandy Anderson, Peter Atwater, Stacie DiGiacoma,
Ramona Dowling, Sheena Gladden, Eric Goodman, Nancy Hough, Ed McFarland, Cheryl Merritt,
Dinah Schlecht, Diane Shea, Joanne Smeltz & Becky Stewart. You are all examples that “one
alone is not enough, you need both together” to create such a wonderful show!
The Aldersgate Team: Chris Pennington, Don Godwin, Kevin Botbyl, Anna Cottom, Kurt
Collins, Rosemary Hall, Dave Hepner, Sharon Jennelly, Danielle Johnson, Lynette Kenton, Candice Kilson, David Lockart, Ron Romine, Susan Schrank, Adam West, the Altar Guild, DOV’s
and Aldersgate’s congregation for their prayers & support.
To the many Aldersgate “Angels” who so generously helped underwrite the production.
Aldersgate Angels Program Donations 2017 (as of March 1st)
In the theatre, people that provide financial support to help underwrite the cost of doing a
show are called “Angels.” The following families and individuals have generously supported
this year’s production:
Aldersgate United Methodist Women
Sandy & Kirk Anderson
Anonymous
The Atwater Family

Margaret David
The DiGiacoma Family
Ramona Dowling
Katherine Downham

Delores Hall
Nancy Hough
The Kilian Family
The Lardear Family

The Schlecht Family
Elyn & William Schmitz
The Shea Family
Joanne Smeltz

Barbara & Bill Buckley
Helen & John Ciach
In Honor of Caroline Jean Cordrey
Carey, Will, Chip & George Cross

Carolyn Fleckenstein
Lorraine & Dick Fleming
The Gladden Family
Marilyn Haas

The Lefebvre Family
Meredith McGregor
Marilyn Reiner
Shirley & Don Rollins

The Townsend Family
Cyntaya Welch
The Wichmann Family
Pam & Ken Wright

And finally, to all the parents and grandparents who brought their kids to rehearsals every
weekend, contributed time, talents and snacks, and provided encouragement every step of the
way!
With tremendous gratitude,

Janet Atwater - Director
Share the Journey
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Note from Pastor Beverly Lewis
GriefShare

I wanted to give you an update on my progress. My most recent CAT scan reports tumors continue to shrink. Praise God. I know
that it is the results of your many prayers
and kind thoughts. Treatment remains two
weeks on and one week off, but I am tolerating the drugs better. I had a good February and have been able to engage in more
life activities. It was good to see many of
you at the wonderful Children’s musical.
Again, your prayers, cards, notes and well
wishes have been God sent.

GriefShare, a grief recovery support group, welcomes all
those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.
Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236
Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236
Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more
information: http://www.griefshare.org/

April

Annual Conference
Down to the River to Pray
The Peninsula-Delaware Conference will celebrate
their annual conference at The Chase Center on the
Riverfront in Wilmington, Delaware on May 22-24,

James and Kimberly Provo

April 7

10 years

Ford and Marie Downes

April 14

10 years

Donald and Jeanette Zipse

April 16

62 years

Jeanna Raleigh

April 21

10 years

Preston and Mary Cooper

April 25

35 years

Scott and Tara Frick

April 27

15 years

2017. The Theme will be: Down to the River to
Pray

Emmanual Dining Room (EDR)--- The Ministry of Caring
On the 16th of every month 4 or 5 Aldersgaters and friends spend 3 hours purchasing, preparing and dishing up the noon meal with the help of staff for about 200 people at their downtown location. You will feel
good volunteering those few hours and better when dishing-up and more wonderful on your ride home.
It’s been a privilege coordinating this mission for about 6 years and I thank the hundreds that have dished
up meals during that time. Dianne Whittaker has volunteered to take over this role. She is no newcomer
as I took over for Dianne 6 years ago.
Dianne will always need your help but particularly this year in the months of July, August, September and
December. Give this some thought and “just do it” as an individual, with your partner or as a team. You
will want to do it again next year!
Thank you Dianne for stepping-up to take on as you know a very worthwhile mission!!!
Don Moore
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What’s Inside...
Pastor Chris’ Message

1

Lay Leaders’ Message, SUP

2

Student Ministry

2

Bishop Johnson’s “The Connection”

3

“Walk for a Healthy Community”

4

Choir Notes

4

Caring for Creation

5-6

Earth Day

6

Volunteers Needed:

Rummage sale

6-8



Assist Michael with Music

Pecometh Camp and Retreat,

9



Chaperone the dance

UM Men

9

UM Women

10

Children Ministries News

11

Aldersgate Youth Players– MULAN

12-14

Emmanual Dining Room, Milestones

15

2017 Checkerboard Dance Schedule
Sundays in Fellowship Hall,
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 21, 2017
Music by DJ Michael Luternau

If interested, please contact Natalie Dyke,
snow12@comcast.net or 302-478-0525.
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