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(This month’s article was forwarded to me be Al Koenig 
who received it from a retired clergy friend of his, Rev. 
Glenn McDonald) 

If you watched TV sports during the 1980s, you’ll 

probably remember the Rainbow Man. Rollen Stewart 

dreamed of becoming an actor.  When his Hollywood 

career flatlined, he decided the ultimate act of self-

promotion would be to show up on camera during major sporting events. Stewart donned 

a multi-colored wig and somehow managed to seat himself behind home plate, a goal 

post, or a backboard – places where viewers were sure to see him waving his hands or 

doing his patented jig.  TV producers were amused.  If the game was dragging, they could 

always count on “Rockin Rollen” to liven things up as a kind of crowd mascot. Then 

Stewart got religion. It dawned on him that he could advertise his newfound faith in 

Jesus by holding up a sign or wearing a T-shirt that directed people to a Bible 

verse.  Stewart settled on John 3:16. During the 80s he lived out of his car, traveling 

60,000 miles a year.  Churches supported him financially.  He begged, borrowed, or 

cajoled his way into highly visible seats at Super Bowls, World Series games, the 

Olympics, the Kentucky Derby, and even the Wedding of the Century.  Rainbow Man 

could be seen dancing in the background on the day Prince Charles married 

Diana. Highly visible preachers usually get one TV spot a week.  Stewart averaged two 

events a week for something like a dozen years. TV producers gradually became weary of 

his persona.  And behind the scenes his life was unraveling.  Stewart married and 

divorced four times.  He became angry, delusional, and increasingly certain that the 

Apocalypse was approaching.  In September 1991 he held three people against their will 

at gunpoint at the Hyatt Hotel near the Los Angeles airport.  During an eight-hour 

standoff with a SWAT team, he threatened to fire bullets at nearby commercial aircraft. 

After his arrest and trial – during which he turned down a plea-bargain that would have 

sent him to prison for 12 years – Rollen Stewart was handed three consecutive life 

sentences for kidnapping.  He’s been behind bars now for almost three decades.   

It’s an unexpectedly sad finale to the life of America’s “endzone evangelist.”  

  

Stewart’s verse of choice, however, still gets plenty of play.       

     

 University of Florida quarterback Tim Tebow wrote “John” and “3:16” on his eye black 

when he took the field for the 2009 NCAA National Championship game.  He did so 

again in 2012 when he led the Broncos to an overtime NFL playoff  win. 

           Continued on next page 
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During the game, “John 3:16” was Googled an incredible 90 million times and was the number one topic 
trending on Twitter.  In-N-Out Burger, the iconic West coast fast food joint, has printed the verse on the 
bottom of its drinking cups. Genesis 1:1 is presumably the most famous sentence in the Bible: “In the 
beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  But John 3:16 isn’t far behind:  “For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him might not perish but have 
everlasting life.”  Let’s break it down:         
 
For God… A statement that describes the basis of our spiritual security could never begin with our own 
names.  God is the primary actor in history.   
So loved… From cover to cover in Scripture, this is God’s ultimate motivation.  
The world… The Bible isn’t a love story written exclusively for good people or religious people or lucky 
people or Jews or Baptists or Catholics.  God’s love is for everyone.  
That he gave… Real life is a gift, not an achievement.  
His One and Only Son… From the Bible’s opening chapters, a promised person called the Messiah 
has been God’s plan for restoring this broken world.  Jesus died on the cross to pay off the cumulative 
international sin debt, then rose again to unleash God's own power to transform human lives.  
That whoever…  We get an invitation, not a summons.   
Believes… This doesn’t mean guesswork or hoping against hope.  Believing is not a leap into the dark, 
but an eyes-wide-open conviction of both the mind and the heart.  
In him… We don’t shackle ourselves to a never-ending list of things to do nor to a sterile religious 
tradition.  Spiritual rebirth means abandoning ourselves to a living Person.  
Shall not perish… This is our other spiritual option.  We can either believe or perish.  All we have to do 
to live is to surrender ourselves to Jesus.  All we have to do to perish is to take no action at all. 
But have eternal life… The Greeks had two different words for life:  bios and zoe.  Bios is the root of 
the word biology.  Everybody born the first time experiences physical, organic life.  But the tragedy of a 
sin-marred world is that not everybody experiences zoe – spiritual existence as it was meant to be.  Jesus 
declares that the reason we are here is not to improve our biological circumstances.  It is to be reborn 
into God’s gift of zoe through a relationship with him. 
 
You might say that God puts the new software of the Holy Spirit into the old hardware of the bodies 
we’ve been wearing since birth. As with any systems upgrade, there will be plenty of struggles with start-
up and compatibility. You don’t need to feel something to know that God has become active in your 
life.  Most people never experience a supernatural rush.  Surrender yourself as best you can to as much 
of God as you currently understand.  Keep saying yes to the spiritual promptings that will come your 
way. A number of people have had the sense that they were simply giving in to a love that was pursuing 
them.  Author Anne Lamott writes, “I had the feeling that a little cat was following me, wanting me to 
reach down and pick it up, wanting me to open the door and let it in.  But I knew what would happen: 
you let a cat in one time, give it a little milk, and then it stays forever…” 
  
The mind-bending news is that forever in that sense really means forever.    
  
The Rainbow Man, like most of us, had a hard time proclaiming that message through the shape of his 
life. But he definitely picked the right verse to wear on his T-shirt.  
 
At the end of this month we’ll enter the season of Advent, the time set aside to prepare once again to 
receive the greatest gift ever given. It’s the demonstration of God’s forever covenant with us to provide 
and care for us. Let’s approach this season with John 3:16 eyes and spirits. 
  
Autumn blessings to you and your family, 
  
Pastor Chris 
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Church Family, 

I pray you are all well, as we prepare to enter the holiday 
season!  Our church has been blessed in worship by all who have attended 
in person and online.  It has been wonderful to see our Chancel Choir 
return to action, and we have been greatly blessed by the continuing 
ministry of the Journey Band, throughout the pandemic and beyond.  The 
Reunite/Rally weekend was a great success, and established the church’s 
desire for growth and renewal in the coming year.  Outdoor worship was 
well received on October 3, and we’ll look forward to more opportunities 
to be outside when the weather warms up again! 

                Many exciting things are on the horizon!  When you read this, 
we’ll be in the middle of our “Covenant” sermon series, where we are 
looking at the covenant we make when we join the church, to support her ministries through our 
Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, and Witness.  You should have received by now in the mail your 
Commitment Card for 2022, we ask you to prayerfully consider how you will support the church next 
year through your service and your giving.  Commitment Sunday, November 21, will be a special day, 
where as a part of worship we will bring forward our commitment cards, placing them at the altar rail, 
as a symbol of the way we will sacrificially serve God’s church in the new year.  If you have not received 
a Commitment Card, please make sure to contact the church, 302-478-2575 or 
kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org.   

                Beginning November 28, running through the four Sundays of Advent, we will engage in a 
sermon series titled “The Heart That Grew Three Sizes”, based on the popular Christmas tale The 
Grinch Who Stole Christmas.  We will look at four themes, including “When Everything Is Wrong”, 
“When Christmas Isn’t Christmas”, “When Light Shines”, and “When Joy Is Our Song”.  We’ll explore 
our own heart situations as we think about the times when our Christmas spirit feels like it has run out, 
and how to get back the Joy that we celebrate in the birth of a Savior.   

                Additionally, please plan to join us on Sunday, December 12, at 2:30 p.m., for the return of our 
annual Christmas musical celebration, An Aldersgate Christmas.  The program will include music from 
all ages of our church, and hopes to be a piece of familiarity for us all this Christmas. 

Finally, one thing I want to start doing each newsletter is giving a better insight into the 
attendance trends at church.  One of the goals we established during our Summer Worship Workshop 
was to work to see at least a return to our pre-COVID attendance average of 250.  While we have a way 
to go, we are working toward that goal.  Below you will see a breakdown of attendance numbers since 
Rally Day, through October 17, the last data available before the publishing of this 
newsletter.  Remember, whether you attend in person or online, we are counting your presence, and we 
want to connect with you in all the ways that we can!  Thank you for your continued support of 
Aldersgate! 

9/19/21 10:00 Single Service (Rally Day): 141 Online 19  TOTAL 160 

9/26/21 9:00: 54 11:00 70 Online 36 TOTAL 160 

10/3/21 9:00: 84 11:00 72 Online 25 TOTAL 181 

10/10/21 9:00: 40 11:00: 60 Online 45 TOTAL 145 

10/17/21 10:00 Single Service (UMW Sunday): 93 Online 31 TOTAL 124 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rob 

mailto:kyle.smith@aldersgatede.org
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The Harvest Food Festival a success!! 

The Aldersgate congregation donated over 
$9,700 to the Harvest Food Festival this ye 
ar, more than twice last year’s $4,400 

donation. This money will be combined with the funds donated 
by the St. Mary Magdalen parishioners and sent to 8 
Wilmington-area food closets to support their efforts in 
addressing hunger in our area. This is a wonderful 
demonstration of Aldersgate being a significant place where disciples are made. 

“Go Bags” for Friendship House! 
 

Hello Aldersgate Families! The Go Team is excited to be having an 
event on Saturday, November 13th at 10 am putting together “Go-
Bags” for Friendship House. These bags will contain “to-go” food 
items and will be handed out by Friendship House to people in need in Wilmington. 
 

Our goal is to complete 75 bags and we need your help!  Attached is a link to a Sign Up Genius if you would 
like to donate the items we need to fill our bags. We would love for anyone who is interested to attend our 
outdoor event and help us put our bags together. We will set up assembly-line style and work until we have 
completed 75 bags! It should be a fun event and is an opportunity for some hands-on mission work in 
November - a month when we are already focused on gratitude. So come on out and join us for a fun, Covid-
safe morning activity! 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054EA4AE2EA57-gobags 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054EA4AE2EA57-gobags
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My Eagle Scout Project by Liam Greenhalgh 

 
          During the widespread shutdown last year due to the pandemic, I began to realize how 
important the access to books are to me and others.  Without people able to get books from the 

library, many people were at a loss as to how to get new 
reading material.  Reading has always been very 
important to me since a young age.  Once I was able to 
read, I couldn't get enough.  My mother used to force me 
to turn out my light and put 
away my books to go to 
sleep.  I have always realized 
the importance of reading in 
my life and wanted to ensure 
access to books for others in 
my community like me. This  
was the motivation behind 
my Eagle Scout Project.  

 
          For my Eagle Scout 
Project I built and installed 
3 little libraries at Lombardy 
Elementary School, 
Aldersgate Church and in 
my neighborhood of Forest 

Hills Park on July 18th.  One of the little library kits was donated by the New Castle County 
initiative headed by County Executive Matt Meyer.  I was able to use that library as a template to 
build the other two libraries.  I also held a book drive and was able to collect over 500 books. There 
was more than enough books to fill the little libraries so the excess books will be used to restock 
the little libraries in the future.  

Tyler Greenhalgh  
Robert Friant 

Liam Greenhalgh  
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We all had a great time with the 
Hayride and Bonfire this year! 
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Chili & Chocolate:  SAVE THE DATE, and 
WILD CARD CATEGORY announced!! 

Our Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social XI will be on 
Saturday, January 29, 2022 at 5 p.m.   

The wild card category is This Spud’s For You (i.e. 
any dish with potatoes as a main ingredient).  Wild 
card entries cannot contain chili or chocolate. 

In September, Aldersgate supported three families through the Family Promise Hospitality Center.  

Aldersgate was asked to provide daily evening meals, groceries, pantry needs, and prayer.   Our 

volunteers made grocery store runs, prepared hot home-cooked meals, and provided a socially 

distanced delivery of the food to the guests each night of 

the week.   

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides 

families with daily case management support from 

professional staff in their search for gainful employment 

and sustainable housing. Staff keep in touch with families 

who graduate from the program to ensure lasting 

independence.  Despite the challenges of the 

pandemic, Family Promise was able to serve 128 

families in 2020. 77% secured permanent 

housing in an average of 42 days in the program!  

Aldersgate is one of over 45 partner congregations in 

New Castle County that make this program possible.  We are a small part of the 2,100 volunteers 

providing 9,600 hours of volunteer service.   

Thank you to our September volunteers: Nancy Hough, Ned Landis, Ann Arrington, The 

Johnston Family, Betsy Diemer, Amanda Moyer, Troop 67 Ram Patrol, Judy Morton, 

The Gosse Family, Kathy Daum, Mt. Lebanon Emmaus Group, Christine & Ron Wesley 

A reminder that we are actively seeking a new set-up coordinator to join our team.  We do not know 

exactly when we will resume hosting guests onsite- but when we do, we will need help with 

coordinating Aldersgate’s volunteers to set up our Sunday School rooms and transform 

them into comfortable bedrooms.  The set-up coordinator assists us in showing volunteers how 

to inflate mattresses, make beds, set up lamps, alarm clocks, and put privacy screens on windows.  The 

coordinator also leads our volunteers in distributing the laundry needs and put everything away for 

next time.  Finally, Brian and the setup coordinator tend to the occasional issue with deflated beds or 

other set-up items that might pop up during the week.  If you think you might be interested in this 

rewarding volunteer opportunity, please reach out to Brian.   

The next opportunity to volunteer with Family Promise will be in early December 2021. 
To volunteer or find out more please contact Brian at bjmerritt@outlook.com.    
 

With gratitude, The Merritt Family   

mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
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             UMW Cookie Walk 

Look for more information coming soon in the 
weekly church bulletin announcements.   

 

   UMW Fall Program 

Our fall program was held Monday, September 27th. Speakers were Ann and Bob 
Daly from Newark Union Church and Cemetery. If you missed the program a 
recording is available on YouTube at  https://youtu.be/NrAZhUUsoUE or by 
scanning the QR code with your smart phone.  

 

                                          UMW Pecans  
  

UMW is selling Whaley fresh picked pecans in one-pound bags of halves and pieces. The 
price this year is $12.50 per one-pound bag. The fresh and delicious pecans will be 
delivered in early November. Proceeds from pecan sales benefit UMW missions for 
women and children. This year all sales will be done by preorder only. 
Order online at https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/2021-umw-pecan-orders/ 

  
Or contact Laura Parrish at 302-477-1718 or lfpkd73@gmail.com. You will be notified regarding safe pick-up/
delivery in early November when the fresh pecans arrive. Orders due by October 27, 2021. 

 

To 

celebrate 

our 70th 

anniversary and 

since it’s been about 

5 years since we’ve 

done a new one, 

we’re going to do a new pictorial 

directory. The dates are Nov. 26 (2p-

8:30p), Nov. 27 (10:30a-5p), Dec. 3 (2p-

8:30p), Dec. 4 (10:30a-5p), & Dec. 21 & 

22 (2p-8:30p). Sign ups will be done 

primarily online but can be hand entered 

for those without internet access. 

Information will be sent out by email 

and distributed in church and can be 

mailed as well for those who may require 

that. Be on the lookout for more 

information! 

Brian and Kymberlie Kelly  Nov 1 18 years 

Jeffrey and Karin Ingman  Nov 2 30 years 

Andrew and Christy Ziegler  Nov 2 2 years 

Edward and Sarah McFarland  Nov 7 12 years 

Alexander and Sarah Spann  Nov 8 41 years 

Michael and Barbara Johnson  Nov 14 40 years 

Ken and Nivana Takvorian  Nov 15 18 years 

Gary and Sandy Poplos  Nov 18 19 years 

Royal Lowthert and Jane Smith  Nov 21 18 years 

Paul and Betty Aldrich  Nov 23 58 years 

John and Dinah Schlecht  Nov 24 25 years 

Martin and Jane Wagner  Nov 26 38 years 

Richard and Jessica Johnston  Nov 28 62 years 

https://youtu.be/NrAZhUUsoUE
https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/2021-umw-pecan-orders/
mailto:lfpkd73@gmail.com
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 Trustees Report 

The Trustees continue to work on 

the steeple project.  Contractors 

will be removing the steeple and 

repairing the roof this fall.  The 

company who were the original designers and fabricators 

will be transporting the steeple back to Kentucky.  There 

it will remain until a decision can be made regarding the 

steeple’s future. That decision 

will depend in large part on the 

availability of donations to 

repair and reinstall the steeple. 

Announcing the 2022 Youth Musical !

Auditions for Anything’s Possible – A Musical Review will be in early December for anyone 

in the 4th – 12th grade who has previously been in one of the youth musicals or is a member of 

Aldersgate. Rehearsals will be in January and February with performances March 4 – 6, 2022. 

Watch for detailed information in the December Messenger! 

 

For questions or more information contact Janet Atwater:   Janet@JanetAtwater.com 

Dear Aldersgate Family 

Many thanks for all your love, 
support, and prayers during Bill’s 
extended illness and since his 
death last month.  Aldersgate was 
a very important part of our life 
together. Your many expressions 
of sympathy through kind words 
and cards have brought me 
strength and peace since his 
passing.   Special thanks to all who 
helped with and attended his 
service and reception. 

Blessings, 

Barbara Buckley 

mailto:Janet@JanetAtwater.com


Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

 Worship Services: 
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE  In-Person 
and Live-Stream  at 9 a.m. 
TRADITIONAL SERVICE In-Person and 
Live-Stream at 11 a.m.    
          

You can find Live-Stream at: 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/pg/AldersgateDE/videos/  

 

Or YouTube at: 

 AldersgateDE - YouTube  

Or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 

UCnZoqvVVH4kvH_BknkW3y3w 

And hit the subscribe button 

   

NEWS FROM THE OFFICE… 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Fridays 9 a.m.-12 noon. 
 

What’s Inside... 

    

 Pastor Chris’s Message  1-2  

 Associate Pastor Rob’s Message 3  

 Young Adult Ministries 4  

 Harvest Food Drive Results 4  

 Friendship House 4  

 Student Ministry 5  

 Eagle Scout Project 6  

 Advent Study 6  

 Movie Night  7  

 Advent Workshop 7  

 Hayride and Bonfire Pictures    8  

 Family Promise 9  

 Chili Cookoff Reminder 9  

 Milestones 10  

 Pictorial Directory 10  

 UM Women Activities 10  

 Thank You Note 11  

 Trustees Report 11  

 Youth Musical 11  

 Worship and Office Hours 12  
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