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  A significant place where disciples are made April, 2021 

Re: Aldersgate  

From Re-covery to Re-newal 

I'd like you to imagine for a moment that Aldersgate is fully open.  In your mind's eye 
you can see all of the programs and classes,  services and meetings, once again  
happening with regularity. Imagine...we fully return to our mission to Gather, Grow, 
and Go. What does it look like to you? Are things exactly the same as they used to be 
or have some things changed?  I assure you that the time is coming when we will be 
back together without re-strictions, but, for the moment, I'd like us to take stock of 
where we are. We have just come through the Lenten season where we were  
re-minded time and again that we are holy vessels as we experienced a season of  
re-covery. We realized that even as some aspects of each of our pre-pandemic lives has 
been shattered, we are treasured by God and in the safe keeping of Jesus. Jesus' stories 
tell us that repeatedly and help create different pictures of who Christ is for each of us. 
We are provided restoration and made 
to be holy, wholly. In the end we realized 
that we're healed and still healing. Now, 
we transition to the season of Easter. As 
we re-think what Aldersgate will look like 
when we re-open fully, I invite you to 
join us for a season from re-covery to  
re-newal from Easter Sunday through  
Pentecost.  As the weeks of this series go 
by, we're going to take a look at how we 
re- gather, re-grow, and re-go, along 
with other aspects of our life to come. 
We'll approach re-newal holistically  
taking a look at it from an individual and 
a corporate perspective as well as body, 
mind, and spirit. I look forward to this 
exciting new series and pray you'll derive 
much from it. 

Blessings and Happy Easter, 

Pastor Chris 
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Why the LIVE STREAM Has Improved - NEW Technology  
By Rob McFarland, Director of Music Ministry 
 
While COVID has presented many challenges in the process of doing ministry, it has also presented some opportunities 
which we, as a church, may not have felt compelled to face under “normal” circumstances.  One of these has been in the 
area of technology, which has proven to be essential (to use a now familiar part of our day to day language!) to our ability 
to continue worshiping together.  At the beginning of the pandemic, our live stream consisted of one small consumer-
grade camcorder, and a 10-year old computer.  Anyone can go back a little more than a year ago in our archives and see 
that what we were able to produce would not have sustained us during this past year of online-only worship  
gatherings.  Immediately a need was seen, and Aldersgate was faithful in meeting the need, as well as creating a  
“future-proof” technology environment, in many ways, in our worship space.  
  
We addressed four areas of need with the project: 1) replacing outdated computers, 2) acquiring “broadcast quality”  
cameras, 3) improving our sound and light capabilities, and 4) bringing a well-designed (both technologically and  
architecturally) projection system into the Sanctuary.  We were greatly aided in our work by the team at Mid-South Audio, 
our local installer/integrator, in creating a system that meets our current and future needs, is user friendly, and is  
incorporated into all our facets of worship, both traditional and contemporary.  We installed three projectors, two to the 
front and one to the back of the room; two cameras (one which was a gracious gift from an associate of Pastor Chris); two 
brand new computers, capable of handling our needs for recording, broadcasting, and presentation for years to come; a 
new digital soundboard, with enough ability to expand to much more than our current need; and, both new and  
repurposed lights, with a new lighting controller.  
  
In anticipation of the fact that our future as a church will include an ever-evolving “social distancing” need, and a desire to 
be proactive in our ability to Gather, Grow, and Go in the “new normal”, we have created a system which will allow us to 
successfully hold all our current styles of worship, as well as be flexible in allowing growth and change as the vision of  
Aldersgate for the future takes focus.  Ultimately, in meeting an immediate need for improving our ability to broadcast in 
a time of empty pews, we were able to take a giant step toward a future where we can experience pews which are full of 
people worshiping God, and hearing the Good News of Jesus Christ.  
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From Your Lay Leaders 
 

Anne Murray and Sharon Owens  
layleader@aldersgatede.org 

 

Welcome Spring! 

As I was thinking about this month’s message, I came across a quote by Martin Luther…” Our Lord has written the promise 
of resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime.”  

This year, the spring has more meaning than in years past. Not only are we emerging from the cold and dark winter days, 
but we are on the journey of emerging from the pandemic. We still have a way to go, but we can see the light at the end 
of this long tunnel. We are slowly, safely, and surely moving in the right direction with our Worship Services and spending 
time together as a congregation.  

The gift of Easter is hope and re-birth and it is never more visible than in spring. The trees and flowers are starting to bud, 
the grass is getting greener, the weather warmer. What was old and dormant is coming back to life.  

My favorite hymn,” Christ The Lord Is Risen Today” will be sung on Easter (at least I hope so!) and we will rejoice in the  
re-birth and promise God has given during this Easter Season.  

As vaccines are available and there is some relief, please follow all of the recommendations of our public health 
officials for keeping safe, trust in God, and we will all see each other soon in the pews. 

   
Please also remember, if you have special prayer concerns, you can send a message to us.   

 
Wilmington District News For the Last Time… 
 
The final meeting of the Wilmington District was held at the end of February. Members were elected to serve on the  
Urban Center Ministries Board, including Kevin Benjamin, Marsha Johnson, and Shirlyn Brown. We also elected members 
for the Nominations Committee, who were Hal Barker, Sharon O’Connor, and Karean Sheldon. 
 

Rev. Jennifer Kirby has taken over leadership of the Methodist Action Program. The sole focus of MAP is now Social  
Justice. Information on this is available at www.mapde.org. Programs she highlighted were Social Principles classes led by 
Rev. Joe Archie, a prison ministry action survey, and a legal reform discipleship group that is being offered right now. 
 

Urban Ministries Center showcased the progress made by individual Wilmington city churches since last year, when major 
funding grants were awarded.  
• Mt. Joy has made progress with their expansion, youth programs and outreach, their Millennial ministry, and their 

social justice program.  
• Ezion-Mt. Carmel is preparing their building for the elevator which will finally bring inside access to their large lower 

level. 
• Brandywine Community Church has made major upgrades to their facility. 
• Grace UMC is working with the UD Lerner School of Business and creating a Kitchen Incubator program, upgrading the 

kitchen and preparing for students who will study food prep and business skills for food-related occupations. Hoping 
for four initial students, they have had more than 20 enroll! 

• Neighborhood House showed how they have adjusted to accommodate remote classroom learning for students in 
their new program for the pandemic. 

All these programs have been funded by the sale of one former church property in the city. A perfect example of God’s 
way to multiply blessings! 
 

At this meeting, the Cecil County members expressed their appreciation for being included in the Wilmington District for 
so many years and regret that after July 1, 2021 we will no longer be together. At that time there will be reorganization as 
Wilmington and all other churches in Delaware will be rolled into one Delaware District.  
 

Betsy and Bert Diemer, Lay Members of Annual Conference 
betsydiemer@comcast.net, rbdjr@comcast.net 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
http://www.mapde.org
mailto:betsydiemer@comcast.net
mailto:rbdjr@comcast.net
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Since You’ve Been Gone… by Kevin Botbyl 
You have heard the old saying, “When the cat’s away, the mice will play,” right?  Well, in this case, YOU are the “cat” and 
the mice are represented by the staff and several outside contractors, all of whom have been “playing” to improve the 
safety and beauty of Aldersgate.  While we would never wish another year like the past one, one benefit it that the 
“Closed” sign outside Aldersgate has enabled work to be done that, otherwise, would have been difficult or impossible 
with people in and out of the building. 
 

One of the first projects to be completed was new flooring at the entrance, stairs and downstairs hall; the railings and 
stairs received a fresh coat of paint, too.  Rooms 122, 130, and 132 also received a new floor.   
 

Major appliances (large freezer, refrigerator, and ice machine) in the kitchen were emptied, unplugged (to save energy!) 
and cleaned.  The stainless sinks and counters were cleaned and steam-sanitized.  Also, the kitchenette by the  
auditorium was organized, the refrigerator was emptied, turned off, and cleaned.   
 

The library is an ongoing source of a minor water leak due to an aging chimney.  The cost to properly repair the chimney 
is very high and, given the fact that we need to consider a new boiler system within the next few years that will not  
utilize the chimney, it is not cost-effective to make those extensive repairs; however, the Trustees have been working to 
minimize the damage.  The library is currently undergoing some deep cleaning and movement of bookcases so that the 
area by the chimney is not used for books and storage and steps are being taken to seal the chimney and surrounding 
section of the roof to minimize further leaking into the room. 
 

Finally, due to a generous gift, new carpeting is being installed in all of the offices, the Foster conference room, and the 
library.  Many of these rooms are beyond overdue, and this will provide a beautiful and cohesive look to the main level.   
 

During this time, too, we have welcomed a new housekeeper to the staff.  Tabatha Schwartz started in mid-February and 
is diligently scrubbing and polishing each day.  Welcome, Tabatha! 
 

The staff is excited for you to see these new additions to our facility in person, but for now, we offer a sneak peek by way 

of some pictures! 

The Hub is now the 

Dov’s office and Hub 

with new carpeting. 

Kyle Smith’s  office used to also house 

the Dov Desk; now just Kyle to ensure 

COVID safety. This room also received 

new carpeting. 

New flooring  in Room 

122 and downstairs 

hallway.   

Newly steam-cleaned 

kitchen and refrigerator.  

Look at the stainless steel 

counters shine! 
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Family Promise Thank You and Your Help is Needed 

On March 7th – 13th Aldersgate answered the call, once again, to care for 

families in New Castle County experiencing homelessness through Family 

Promise.  During the pandemic, our role has changed as we currently cannot host families inside our church building.  This 

time we were asked to support a family staying in Cottage #1 at Family Promise's "Hospitality Center," which some of you 

may know as the "Jesus House."   We provided nightly dinner meals, homemade breakfast muffins and fruit, and covered 

the family in prayer.   

Thank you to our tremendous volunteer team who set aside a few hours this month in service.  Barbara Buckley, The 

Erskine Family, Ann Arrington, The Cross Family, The Davenport Family, The Judy Family, Betsy Diemer, The Shannon 

Family, Taber Smith, David Bakey, Nancy Hough, Kathy Daum, Mt. Lebanon Emmaus Group, and Ned & Mary Lou  

Landis.  

In pre-pandemic times, we required 75 volunteers to support our Family Promise guests during our week of hosting.  In 

this COVID-era model, we have far fewer volunteer “slots” to fill.  We actually had more volunteers than slots!  Thank you 

for offering to help and please mark your calendars to join us in May/June!  

Additionally, we continue to seek a volunteer to help us when we resume overnight hosting in our church.  If you are  

interested in learning more about how we convert our Sunday school rooms to bedrooms please reach out.  We need  

another volunteer to join our team and help us organize the set-up and take down volunteers.  We are looking for 

someone who can teach others how to inflate mattresses, make a bed, set up lamps, etc.  More importantly, we need 

someone with a heart for hospitality to look for those extra touches that we can add to our church space to make our 

guests comfortable and welcome – such as a Christmas tree during the holidays, or toys and games in the common areas.   

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County provides families with daily case management support from professional 

staff in their search for gainful employment and sustainable housing. Staff keep in touch with families who graduate from 

the program to ensure lasting independence.  Over 80% of families secure housing in less than 60 days. Over 90%  

remain housed one year post-transition.  Aldersgate is just one congregation in the Interfaith Hospitality Network that 

makes this program possible by providing overnight accommodations and meals for 1 week, 4 times a year.  

The next opportunity to host is May 30th  – June 6th.  To volunteer or find out more please contact Brian at  
bjmerritt@outlook.com.    
 
With gratitude, The Merritt Family   

We are excited to have in-person worship back at  
Aldersgate UMC. We will need 2 Greeters each  
Sunday, for each service. If you feel comfortable  
attending in-person worship, please consider being a 
Greeter. On the reservation form it will ask if you 
would like to be a Greeter, chose YES and the church 
office will contact you if we have spots open. We will 
email your confirmation and instructions, should your 
services be needed for the upcoming week. As always 
please call the office, 302-478-2575, with questions! 

mailto:bjmerritt@outlook.com
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Thomas Marshall Gibbs 

son of  

Amy and Adam Gibbs,  

born on February 16, 2021 

Gordon and Elizabeth Siskey   April 1               43 years 

Robert and Kathy Harding      April 15             43 years 

Todd and Sandra Wakai           April 16            27 years 

Donald and Amanda Moyer   April 18             12 years 

Kevin and Laura Brace             April 21             26 years 

Tony and Susan Firmani         April 22             32 years 

Preston and Mary Cooper      April 25             39 years 

John and Susan Kegelman      April 28             3 years 
Joyce Theilker, November 20, 2020 

United Methodist Women 
 

 

UMW Spring Program: Exploring Camp Pecometh 

April 19, 2021 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

  
Everyone is invited to the Aldersgate United Methodist Women’s Spring Program. Our speaker will be Rev. Jack 
Shitama, Executive  Director, Pecometh Camp and Retreat Ministries. 
 

As a Spring service project we are asking that monetary donations be made to Camp Pecometh. Donations can be made 
through the Camp Pecometh web site www.pecometh.org or by mail to: 

 Pecometh 
ATTN: Jessica Lutz 
136 Bookers Warf Road 
Centreville, MD 21617 
If mailing please include Aldersgate UMW in the memo line. 
 
  

Link to the meeting: 

Topic: AUMC UMW Spring Event 
Time: April 19, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://udel.zoom.us/j/94247361147 

One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,94247361147# US (Washington DC) 
+13126266799,,94247361147# US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 942 4736 1147 
Find your local number: https://udel.zoom.us/u/absx052jBt 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
UMW Hannah Circle “Soup-er 
Bowl” Sunday : 
 

Final Score $5,177. 
 

Thank you to everyone 
who donated. This was the largest  
collection in Aldersgate’s “Soup-er Bowl” 
Sunday in history.  The donations helped  
support Southbridge Neighborhood House,  
Jewish Family Services, and other local 
food pantries.  Stay tuned for a date and 
time for the Gatorade celebration.  

http://www.pecometh.org/
https://udel.zoom.us/j/94247361147
https://udel.zoom.us/u/absx052jBt
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Sign-Up for the Mission Trip Now: The deadline to sign up and 
submit your deposit for the youth & young adult  
mission trip will be here before you know it! Our mission trip is 
from Sunday July 18th-  Friday July 24th 2021. All  
deposits and sign-ups can be withdrawn and you may  
receive a full refund up until one week before the trip. This is to 
give you flexibility as we continue to navigate the  
Pandemic.  The deadline for signing up is April 30th, 2021. This trip 
will be a great opportunity to serve God and serve others right in 
our own community.  We are still in dire need of adult male vol-
unteers, please contact me if you are interested. Feel free to 
email Emily Green at emily.green@aldersgatede.org with any 
questions or concerns. 

Sign-Up for the Mission Trip Here:  
https://forms.gletu1enBsAzrkRh6PE7 

Young Adult Retreat Getaway: We have a very special opportunity for our young adults ages 18-25- a Young 
Adult Retreat Getaway that is from Friday June 11th-Sunday June 13th! This is a fantastic opportunity for young 
adults to get plugged into Aldersgate, spend time with their church friends, and deepen their faith in God. 
Sign Up for the Young Adult Retreat Here: https://forms.gle/CAoekSE3jUcvbBT78 

mailto:emily.green@aldersgatede.org
https://forms.gle/tu1enBsAzrkRh6PE7
https://forms.gle/CAoekSE3jUcvbBT78


Aldersgate United Methodist Church—A significant place where disciples are made! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor Chris’ Message 1 

Improved Live-Stream 2 

Easter Sunday Services 2 

Lay Leaders’ Message 3 

Wilmington District Update 3 

Church Improvements 4 

Family Promise  5 

Announcements 5 

Life Celebrations 6 

United Methodist Women 6 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 7 

 Holy Week Services: 

March 28, Palm Sunday - In-Person and Live-Stream at 11 a.m. 
                                  -  Meet the Easter Bunny in the Parking 
          Lot from 2 - 3 p.m. 

April 1, Maundy Thursday - In-Person and Live-Stream at 7 p.m. 
                                                   With Communion 
April 2, Good Friday - In-Person and Live-Stream at 7 p.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
April 4, Easter Sunday Services: 
 
 Sunrise Service at Mount Lebanon UMC  at 6:30 a.m. 
 Contemporary Service In-Person and Live-Stream with   
 Communion at 9 a.m. 
 Traditional Service In-Person and Live-Stream  with  
             Communion at 11 a.m. 


