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To 2016 & Beyond! 
Greetings Members and Friends of Aldersgate and Happy New Year!! 

As we launch into the new year and as we celebrate 65 years of ministry to North Wilmington 
this year, I thought it might be interesting to take a look back over the past five years to see 
where we’ve been. This is sort of a “State of the Church” article. It’s helpful for us to look back as 
we endeavor to look forward to see where we, as the body of Christ called Aldersgate, wish to be 
headed for the next five or ten years. There are many important factors to consider when you 
think about how the church is doing. I’m going to share with you some of those factors and an 
opinion as to what they mean for us. I welcome conversation around this topic and hope you’ll 
contact me.  

Although it’s not the most important factor, finances are likely thought of first so I’ll tackle them 
first. Here’s a year by year macro look at the bottom line. After each year you’ll see a + or – dollar 
amount. This figure represents income against expenses. So here goes:  

 

 

 

 

That represents a yearly average over four years of +$10,294.75. We’re a non-profit institution 
and so our financial goal is to come close to a bottom line number of zero at the end of each 
year. You have to decide how far away from that zero you are comfortable. For the four years 
represented here and with an average budget for those same years of $1.1 million, we ended up 
positive 1% from zero. I think that’s pretty good but along the way there have been items cut 
from the budget in order to end the year close to zero. As an example, this past year we looked 
carefully at our financial position as the summer approached and realized that certain items from 
the budget would need to be cut and at the same time we asked you to do two things, keep up 
with your pledge or pay it ahead and to consider giving a special summer gift. Both resulted in 
great generosity and gave us the ability to greatly reduce a cash flow problem. Thanks! 

Another factor that is often considered important is attendance and while it is a barometer of 
sorts for the church’s health, it can be a little deceptive if you simply look at the numbers. I’ll  
explain why. Here’s our average weekly worship attendance figures for the same years compared 
above: 

 

 

(To 2016 & Beyond!—Continued on page 2) 

2011 2012 2013 2014 

 -$3,894.77 -$8,310.95 +$23,861.15 +$29,523.66 

2011 2012 2013 2014 

– 377 – 355 – 348 – 330 
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UMW Epiphany Program & General Meeting  
 

Monday, January 11 at 6 p.m. in the Auditorium.   
Musical program, Songs of the Season, presented by Tina 
Betz.  All Women are invited to celebrate Epiphany as     
Aldersgate’s United Methodist Women!  

 
A light supper will be served. UMW Officer Installation and Pledge service will be held. Please sign 
up in the auditorium after services on January 3 and 10. 

You can see a decline as the years move forward and this year will prove to be another year of decline. Seems pretty 
bad, doesn’t it? One might assume that we’re losing members left and right. However, recent studies have shown that 
the main reason behind these declining averages is that church members are simply coming less frequently per month/
year than they used to and not that we’re losing members at a high rate. In fact, in the past three years our               
membership has only decreased by 55 people, including those who moved out of the area, have become home-bound, 
or passed on to their “Great Reward”. If members of churches used to average 50% attendance, now it’s more like 25%. 
It would be interesting to poll each of you and have you guess what percentage of worship services you attend per 
year. You can help by committing in 2016 to attending more frequently than you did last year. You can also help by in-
viting friends to come and worship with you or by bringing them to an event.  

I believe community engagement is a key factor that reveals the overall health of a church and Aldersgate can stand 
proud. I asked Royal Lowthert, our Church Business Administrator to give me some figures on how many groups, inside 
and outside of the church, use this facility. Any guesses? 37 groups from within the church meet here and 35 groups 
from the outside meet here. Royal estimates that on any given day as many as 500 different individuals come in and 
out of the building. It’s a wonderful testament to the open doors that we have here. This doesn’t mean we can rest, 
though. We will always need to look at the needs of our neighbors and do our best to respond to that need. Our           
neighborhood has changed dramatically since the church was built here 65 years ago and that means we, too, must 
change to stay relevant.  

Christian Education outside of worship is probably the single most important factor in determining the health of a 
church and we have lots to offer. We have six different adult Sunday School classes in addition to children and youth 
and offered eight different midweek Bible study classes here and off campus throughout the year. We have over 200               
individuals involved in some sort of class. These classes are like the mortar that holds together a brick wall. Without it, 
the wall is very weak. If it’s left to deteriorate, the wall gradually becomes weaker to the point of failure. I’m so happy 
that so many are involved in these classes but hopeful that in 2016 we’ll see even more people commit to taking or 
attending at least one class. Our mortar is strong but continued maintenance is always helpful and needed.  

So where does this leave us? I believe we’re in a solid position as we head into 2016. No, we’re not flush with funds and 
really need your help but you have proven over the course of many years that you will support the church in its mission 
and you’ll reach out when the need or even a crisis arises. You’ve weathered the financial crisis of the past decade and 
have kept meaningful ministries going. The church building will continue to have maintenance needs and I believe 
you’ll come through in supporting the Trustees as they endeavor to care for the property. Lastly, as I think about our 
worship spaces and ways that we may choose to enhance them to better meet the needs of our members and friends, I 
pray you’ll have an open mind to any ideas that come along. You’ve told us things that are important to you and a     
vision will be cast. We’ll work together and we’ll continue to make Aldersgate a place where people of all walks of life 
can come and experience the living, loving Lord, Jesus Christ! 

May God bless you this year! 

Pastor Chris 

(To 2016 & Beyond! - Continued from page 1) 
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Rummage Sale 2016 

 

With an early Easter this year 

which falls on March 27, the        

Annual Rummage Sale is also early 

on Saturday, April 2, so please 

begin thinking about what you’d 

like to donate to this church fundraiser with the added benefit 

of ridding yourself of some unwanted clutter! Don’t forget to 

mention this opportunity to your friends and neighbors; we’re 

an equal opportunity Rummage Sale! There will be 3                

scheduled pickups before the regular sale activities begin on: 

Saturday, January 16 

Saturday, February 20  

Saturday, March 19 

To arrange a pickup and storage of donations until the                   

Aldersgate Rummage Sale (April 2, 2016) please contact either                                                                                                                                                                      

Chris Burket @ cburket@gmail.com or 609-504-3107 or                 

Don Moore @ lndmoore@comcast.net or 610-558-6817. 

 

There will be a Rummage Sale Kick-off Potluck on Friday,          

February 26 at 5 p.m. Please bring a dish to share and join in 

this evening whether you’ve participated before or are a             

newbie—all are welcome! 

Aldersgate UM Men                                                   
Tuesday, January 19                                                                                 

Fellowship Hall  11:45 a.m. 

The speaker at the Methodist Men meeting in January will be 
Sean Matthews who has represented the 10th Representative 
District in the Delaware General Assembly since November 
2014. He has been on seven legislative committees including 
House Education and Revenue and Finance. He lives in                
Brandywine Hundred and has been a teacher in the                        
Brandywine School District since 2014. His subject is 
"Overview of Education Issues in Delaware". 

Guests are welcome to attend this or any other meeting. If you 
are not on the contact list, please sign up in the Hub and                 
indicate your choice of sub 
(turkey ,roast beef, Italian or ham).   

If you have questions please contact 
one of the UMM coordinators, Bob 
Bodwell, Bob Hawkins, George       
McKeown and John Harvey. You can 
reach them by email at 
UMM@aldersgatede.org  

Discover Your Inner Artist!                                                               
By Cyntaya Welch 

2 Cross Painting Classes Offered 

Please join artist and art teacher                  
Cyntaya Welch for one or both of the 
Cross Painting classes being offered 
this year! 

Saturday, January 16—1 to 2:30 p.m. 

Participants will make a cross painting 
with recycled and found objects similar to those that were 
previously on display in the hallway next to the Sanctuary   
using any number of items, including cardboard, jewelry,                
puzzle pieces, material, wood 
bits, ETC. Gentle step-by-step                
instruction is provided.                                                            
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY, just 
plan to have fun! 

Fee: $15 for all supplies and                 
materials (everything is provided) 

Aldersgate Church Room 137 

Please RSVP to Cyntaya at                      
cyntaya@gmail.com  or                           
302-668-6939 for any                      
questions.  

An Open Letter to Aldersgate’s Congregation                                
By Willis Weldin 

Over the years, I have heard sermons at Aldersgate ranging 
from the Relevance of Christianity, to how to talk to someone 
who is grieving, to how to dress for church. I have seen our 
church take a strong stand against gambling when the issue 
was being debated in Dover several years ago. We took a 
strong stand supporting the issue of gay church membership 
and clergy when this was debated a few years ago. This issue 
of gay rights caused a split in the congregation but we                     
supported it because it was the right thing to do.   

Where are we today on the issues facing our church and        
country? Are we afraid of offending the congregation? Are we 
afraid of offending individuals? We, as a church, have to stand 
up and  support our “Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors” 
principles. We have to show our church supports open,                
tolerant, and respectful discussions about the issues we face.  
This is probably the real time to ask “What would Jesus do?” 

I believe the current generation does not want a passive 
church trying cater to everyone. They want a church that is 
relevant in their lives. They want a church that gives them 
guidance on the issues they face. This does NOT mean they 
want to be told what to do, but how Christian values can help 
them find answers in our increasingly complex world. 

 

mailto:cburket@gmail.com
mailto:lndmoore@comcast.net
mailto:UMM@aldersgatede.org
mailto:cyntaya@gmail.com
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Greetings from your Finance Committee Chair!                                                                                                                                            

By Brett Landis, Finance Committee Chair  

Happy New Year!  As we set to turn the page to 2016, on behalf of your Finance Committee I 

would like to thank everyone for your generous support of the ministries of Aldersgate. There are 

so many diverse programs that run under our roof and in the surrounding community, all of 

which are made possible by the time and financial support of our members. Thank you! 

You may be turning the page to January, but we aren’t quite done with the fiscal year in our committee. Through November we 

have a total year-to-date income of $1,022,971.45 against total expenses of $1,028,780.10 leaving a net income of -$5,808.65 to 

date. Contributions are good with $662,731.71 received through November, representing 88.36% of our projected budget of 

$750,000. We are currently 2.5% ahead of the 2014 contributions for the same period but need about $88,000 in contributions for 

December to meet our projected budget and close the year in the black. December is typically our strongest month, but that 

doesn’t happen without your help. Thank you for your generous support!   

The New Year brings new opportunities in the church. Whether you are interested in getting involved by volunteering in a Sunday 

service, in a ministry in the church or even a part of a leadership committee, they are open to all. Committee meetings such as Lead 

Team, Finance, Trustees, Gather, Go, Grow, Communications and more are open to any member to attend. So if you are curious 

what the Trustees are planning, or want more detail in the church finances and budget, you are welcome to attend and learn more 

about the operations behind the scenes at this wonderful place we call Aldersgate. Check out the church calendar on the website, 

or call the office for meeting dates, times and locations. 

Aldersgate is a significant place where disciples are made. 

Happy New Year!  

Welcome to 2016 at Aldersgate, where even more fun and excitement awaits as we all grow in grace together and find new ways 

to make and be disciples for Jesus Christ. 

Last month we were gratified by your response to the Christmas Joy SUP. So many people, so much long underwear and warm 

socks for Sunday Breakfast Mission! So many signatures as we prepared Christmas cards for those who are unable to come worship 

with us. Thank you for all the caring you demonstrated in these actions. 

This month we want to encourage everyone to attend the Chili and Chocolate Cook-Off on Saturday, 

January 30. The next SUP will be held on February 16 and it will be party, party, party as we                 

celebrate Mardi Gras with a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner. We are planning three pancake      

options, including one gluten-free one, and are currently signing up volunteer pancake makers – let 

us know if you were made for that role! There will be more info on this later. 

We are happy to have so many folks participating in the dinners and outreach opportunities. If you have any suggestions, for food 

ideas or outreach, please email us. Elsewhere in this Messenger, Adam West presents the Confirmand Class of 2016. Consider 

keeping these 13 students on your prayer list for the next few months as they prepare to formally join the church. It’s really                     

important to support and encourage them in this process.  

Taber Smith and Betsy Diemer, layleader@aldersgatede.org 

mailto:layleader@aldersgatede.org
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Aldersgate UMC is A Caring Community 

 Intentionally ministering to persons with                 

mental illness and their families. 

GriefShare  

GriefShare, a grief recovery support group,              

welcomes all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.   

 Tuesday mornings—10 to 11:30 a.m. in room 236 

 Thursday evenings—7 to 8:30 p.m. in room 236                                 

Please call the church office at 302-478-2575. For more                 

information:     http://www.griefshare.org/  

 

 

DivorceCare at Aldersgate                                                                          
Will resume Wednesday, January 6 at 6:30 p.m.                  

in the Library                                                                                      
Contact Randy Husbands, at 302-383-0230 for more info.   

Going Green Reminder       

To change your newsletter distribution method or be dropped 

from distribution, paper or electronic, please call the church              

office at 302-478-2575 or email                                                                   

messenger@aldersgatede.org. 

The Journey Band is looking for a few 
good Men (And Women)!  If you would 

be interested in singing with the 
Journey Band please contact Janet 
Atwater. Janet@JanetAtwater.com 

or 610.388.2120 

Trustee Happenings                                                                                                                                              

By Don Moore, President Broad of Trustees 

2015 was a big year for capital improvements and will be again in 2016! Notable “ticks in the box“ 

are: 

The sanctuary roof renovation is COMPLETE!   

The first floor men’s restroom was redesigned by Jane and Royal Lowthert and                      

               renovated—COMPLETE! 

                   Considerable time (Rex Palmer) and money has been spent on the parsonages to meet all 

             codes and other improvements recommended by a professional home inspector in                             

                                         preparation for their sale in 2016.  These 2015 major projects exceeded $100,000. 

Our Boy Scout Troop, led by John Walker, has volunteered to care for snow and lawn needs for Beckie Manns at the Berwyn                   

parsonage and Vicki Hughes, project coordinator for the scouts, will coordinate with Becky. 

You may recall the Lead Team approved the establishment of a Capital Reserve Fund of about $120,000 to help with capital                     

improvements. Each year the fund level is replenished using a budgeted amount from the operating fund as well as inputs from the 

Endowment Fund earnings and a portion of the net proceeds from the Rummage Sale. Just as important are contributions directly 

to the fund from individuals and families in appreciation for maintaining quality facilities. Thank you! 

Next year’s plan will continue to be aggressive with the following improvements scheduled in the first half of 2016!!! 

 New windows on south side of office wing and library (contracted)  $30,000 

 New windows in DOV/Admin office, HUB and conference room  $12,000 

 Ladies first floor restroom      $18,000 

 Roof/gutters over Fairfax entrance (contracted)    $10,000 

 Replace a/c compressor in Music Center    $  7,000 

 New gutter system over glass door entrance to eliminate “waterfall” $  2,000 

I would appreciate your thoughts about specific building and grounds needs. 

http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:messenger@aldersgatede.org
mailto:Janet@JanetAtwater.com
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Each month, milestone anniversaries are listed as well as all 
those over 50 years.  While we can all benefit from knowing 
that marriages truly can exist for more than 5 decades, we 
want to recognize those milestone years (i.e. 5, 10 15, 20 ) for 
all.  Congratulations!   
 
January  1         Brien & Sherrie Graveline 15 years 
January  7         Peter & Shirley Carlson 60 years 
January 21        Jamie & Becki Hayman 10 years 
January 27        Paul & Taffy Nemeth 54 years 
January 27        Larry & Debbie Wright 15 years 
 
If you are not sure we have your anniversary and would like 
it to be included in the future, please contact Betty Moore 
(302-478-2575 ext. 117) or betty.moore@aldersgatede.org.                                                                   

All additions or corrections are gratefully accepted to keep 
our records up to date. 

       November 19      William James 

       November 24      Robert Osgood 

       December 10       Elaine Davis 

 Dinners For Eight                                                                                                       
By JE Hamer-Maansson, Coordinator 

It's time to start thinking about Dinners for 
Eight again. “Dinners 4 8” is a wonderful way to 
get know more about others at Aldersgate. 
Eight people, singles as well as couples, gather 
together to share a meal four times a year. Groups decide when 
and how they will meet, ranging from gathering at a private 
home for an evening meal, to meeting at a local restaurant 
for breakfast or lunch. When the meal is in someone’s home, the 
work is shared by all, with everyone taking responsibility for part 
of the meal (i.e. appetizers, main dish, side, dessert).  

Groups are shuffled, new groups are formed each year and now 
is the time to sign-up. If interested please contact J.E.                     
Hamer-Maansson 302-438-1092 or catchpsu@gmail.com or sign 
up at the Information Desk anytime by Sunday, February 21. The   
Potluck Kickoff will be Sunday, February 28 at 6 p.m. in                          
Fellowship Hall. 

A Change of the Guards—A New Flower Lady Around Aldersgate                                                                                                               
By Mary Jane Prince, Outgoing President Altar Guild  

After many years of faithful service as Aldersgate’s “Flower Lady” Meredith McGregor has resigned her 
post. We appreciate the organization and contacts that Meredith had to make the flower ministry                             
successful year after year.  

Carolyn Fleckenstein (302-478-4833 or frittsie39@comcast.net) becomes our new “Flower Lady” effective 
January 1. If you’d like to have flowers on the altar on a certain Sunday anytime in 2016, please contact      
Carolyn soon so she can make that happen on your preferred date. 

Flower arrangements may be in memory of, or in honor of a person or in celebration of an event and may be taken by the donor or 
left  to be given to someone who is home-bound. The cost is $45 and checks should be made out to Aldersgate UMC. Please make 
a notation on the check and envelope that it is payment for flowers and place them either in the collection or in Mailbox #22 in the 
Hub once arrangements have been made with Carolyn. 

Caring for Creation Tidbits                                                                                                                                               
From the Caring for Creation Team 

1. Sleepy-time plants: Our indoor plants are now dormant or at least sleeping. They need no food and 
very little water. In the Spring they will once again be thirsty and hungry. 

2. To make your home warmer next winter, take notes now and plan home improvement projects for 
spring and summer, such as adding insulation, caulking cracks, or replacing your old hot water heat-
er or furnace with a more energy efficient model. 

3. Reduce heating in unoccupied areas and, if possible, close off rooms with the greatest northern  
exposure. Make family gathering places in sunny or southern-facing rooms. 

4. If purchasing new or replacing older appliances, such as heaters, refrigerators, etc., look for the Energy Star rating or Energy 
Guide label. 

5. Schedule oil and filter changes and other recommended maintenance to keep your vehicle operating efficiently. Check tire 
pressure often; under-inflated tires decrease fuel efficiency.   

mailto:betty.moore@aldersgatede.org
tel:302-438-1092
mailto:catchpsu@gmail.com
mailto:frittsie39@comcast.net
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Mark your calendars now! 

 
2016 Performances: 

 Friday, March 4 @ 7 p.m.       
Saturday, March 5 @ 2 p.m.  
Sunday, March 6 @ 2 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 
 

In the theatre, people that provide financial support to help underwrite the cost 
of doing a show are called “Angels.”   If you would like to become an Aldersgate 
Youth Musical “Angel,” please fill out the form below with a check made payable 
to Aldersgate UMC with Youth Musical in the subject line.  All contributions 
are tax deductible.  Forms and checks should be given to Janet Atwater, 
placed in her box in the Hub, or mailed to her at: 

Janet Atwater 
2 Cossart Manor Road  Chadds Ford, PA  19317 

THANK YOU! 
_____________________________________________________ 

 

Aldersgate Youth Musical “Angels” Program 

 

Name:  _______________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _____________________________________________ 

 

Amount Donated:  [   ] $25  [   ]  $50  [   ] $100  [   ] $250  [   ] Other ____ 

 

May we list your name in the program as an “Angel”?    [    ]  YES     [    ]  NO 

 

(Note: Your donation to the Children’s Musical is very much appreciated. It will be considered 
a designated contribution to Aldersgate and not part of your annual pledge.)  

Mark Your 

Calendar! 
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Year 2 Advent Workshop—Reviving an Aldersgate Tradition 

Sixty children, friends and parents enjoyed the Aldersgate family-traditional Advent Workshop with many helpers!  

Thank you to leaders Sandy Anderson, Cheryl Beeson, Kathy Harding, Mary Jane Prince, Molly Walker, Laura Brace, Ellen Leonzio, 
Linda Williams, Bobbie Burch, and baker, Sharon Jennelly.  

Families went home with a bag full of homemade Christmas crafts to be hung on the tree or given as gifts and some with a full belly 
of Christmas cookies, too! Plans are already underway next year on Sunday, December 4, 2016! Won’t you consider leading a craft 
table, baking cookies or helping organize next year? Pinterest is a bounty of wonderful ideas for Christmas crafts! Help us make this 
“renewed” Aldersgate tradition bigger and better in 2016! 
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Sharon Jennelly, Director of              

Children’s Ministry &                                

Aldersgate Preschool 

302.478.2575 ext.118  or                                                                                        

sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org 

 

Aldersgate Preschool – Registration for fall begins in January 

for families and alumni, followed by open enrollment for the 

community in February.  

 18 month old to Prekindergarten from 9 to 11:45 .am. 

 Before care (8 to 9 a.m.) and/or after care (11:45 a.m. to 

2 p.m.) available  

 Soccer Shots, Spanish, Dance and Yoga available from                          

12:30-1 p.m. for an additional fee  

 Chapel—Every other Monday and Tuesday  

 Music – Wednesdays  

 Donuts for Dads—January 14 & 15, 8-9 a.m. 

 Wear your Pajamas Day– January 28 & 29,  

 Grandparent Day—March 11 

 Mother’s Day Tea—May 6 

 Prekindergarten Graduation—May 26 

 End of year Picnic—May 27  

 Meet your teachers week and a water ice social—Thursday, September 8 

 Preschool classes start on September 12.  

 

Contact the Director of Aldersgate Preschool & Children’s Ministry, Sharon Jennelly,                              

sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org or call cell (302)562-5808 or church office (302)478-2575, 

Ext. 118 for any questions about our awesome Children’s Ministry at Aldersgate!  

2016 Calendar Highlights 

 

 Easter Egg Hunt—

Saturday, March 19 at 11 

a.m. 

 Sunday School Ends—

Sunday, May 22 

 Vacation Bible School—

Monday, June 20-24—9 

a.m. to noon 

 Christian Summer Day 

Camp—at St. Paul’s 

UMC—July 18-22 and 

July 25-29 

 Rally Day—Sunday,                        

September 11 

 Trunk or Treat—

Saturday, October 29—

5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

 

Christmas Joy Delivered 

Over 400 gifts and donations were delivered to Sunday Breakfast Mission, Urban Promise, 

Neighborhood House, Sojourner's Place and Family Promise. A HUGE thank you to all who 

made it possible to spread a little extra JOY in 2015!  
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Around the World Auction and Gala 2015 Report                                                                                                                                                                              

By Bob Reis, Event Co-Chair 

The night was warm and the fellowship warmer. The giving flowed. We came together for a great 

church family experience with everyone involved. The younger kiddos made their own pizzas, watched 

a movie and had a fun time. Youth helped in many aspects of the event. The food was more than ample 

and varied to fit the “around the World” theme. Entertainment was provided by several of the                          

exceptionally gifted pianists among us (Evelyn Swenson, Marilyn Haas, Kelly Truit and Debra Mulroney). 

The auction was lively and we all bid as never before allowing us to net close to $10,000 after expenses for ministries. Many thanks 

to all who participated in every way from making great auction items available, to spending hours in planning and preparation, to 

funding the event with enthusiasm; with a special note of appreciation to our emcee, Scott Lugar, who proved again there is little 

he won’t sacrifice for Aldersgate.      

As has been our custom, 50% of the proceeds are used for our committed ministries, 25% go to Aldersgate Youth to assist in             

expenses for upcoming mission trips and 25% is sent to a special cause recognized as providing a community service in need of              

funding and this year the designated group was the Police Athletic League of Wilmington. We wanted to support those making a 

difference by working to improve the relationship between law enforcement and the community at a difficult time. Wilmington’s 

PAL offers recreational opportunities for city youth; and a great deal more. They provide day care for parents who cannot afford it 

so they can work; provide meals for children that need them and are starting a special unit to provide kids with anti-bullying               

training and resources.    

We have already started planning for the next Gala and want to keep the momentum going. It seems, though that we have packed 

too much into a few short weeks in the fall. So, we will spread out the gatherings and will look at finding a good time in 2017 for 

the next Gala. It will be hard to top our participation and funds raised this year, but with some more time, we are confident we can 

do so.  Please look for more details later in 2016. In the meantime, consider what you might have that can be shared. It doesn’t 

have to be a Renoir or a family heirloom. Offered fruits of the talent in Aldersgate’s congregation have been embraced with lively 

bidding for several years. This event offers a good way to use many talents and along the way we do some good for the Church and 

the community. There will be more opportunities to join the effort in all areas for the next Gala and we are committed to making 

these known and welcomed sooner in the process.     

Many businesses have supported Aldersgate’s ministries and particularly the Annual Gala. Please support these community                   

businesses that stepped up and supported our auction this year.     

       

87'ers 

Anthony's Coal Fired Pizza 

Bella Coast 

Big Fish  

Brandywine Brewing Co 

Brandywine Prime  

Breger Flowers 

Brew HaHa  

Candy for all Occasions 

Chanticleer Garden 

Chelsea Tavern  

Christina's 

Cinemark Movie Theatre  

Claymont Steak Shop 

Corning Museum of Glass 

Delaware Children's Museum  

Delaware Children's Theatre 

Delaware Nature Society  

Dogtopia 

Fairfax Hardware 

Hagley Museum 

Health One Chiropractic 

Herman's Meat Shoppe 

Hollywood Grill 

House of Watches  

Inn at Montchanin  

Kehtron Computer 

Le Shio  

Melting Pot  

Moore Bros Wines  

Nemours Mansion and Gardens  

Panera Bread  

Philadelphia Eagles  

Philadelphia Phillies 

Pickles & Chip's 

Pizza by Elizabeths  

Ponte's Auto care 

Portrait Innovations 

Pro Martial Arts & Karate 

Red Robin  

Service Unlimited 

Stratosphere Trampoline Park 

The Grand Opera House  

Two Stones  

Wawa  

Wegman's  

Wilderness Canoes 

Wilmington Blue Rocks  
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Back in the fall our confirmation class for 2015-2016 attended a 
retreat at Camp Pecometh for a weekend. We had a wonderful 
time learning about God and our faith. It’s a been a few months 
since then and you may have noticed our confirmands serving as 
acolytes. In the coming months keep an eye out for them as they 
continue their journey towards confirmation. It’s a journey that 
are not taking alone. Each of our confirmands has a mentor to 

make the journey a little easier for them, but they also have the support of their Aldersgate community. Take some time and              
encourage our confirmands that are progressing towards full membership. Above is a wonderful picture of our group that                      
weekend at Camp Pecometh.  

Names from left to right: Kavi Bhushan, Chip Cross, Annie Shea, Gracie Landis, Emma Lardear, Keila Pennington, Chaily Derecskey, 
Mia Wichmann, Brandon Gladden, Tyler Shenk, Ben Shea, Alex Saville, and Jonathon Gladden 

             Adam  

6th Annual Chili & Chocolate Cook-off Social                                                              
Saturday, January 30 from 5 to 7 p.m.                                                                                               

By Jeff Walters 

Good food and good fun—And you might even wear a Sombrero of Glory! 
 

Bring a pot of chili ... a chocolate dessert ... cornbread ... or just come, eat, & socialize. 

Please sign up in advance so we'll know how many tables to set up. All are welcome; bring a friend!  

Open to individual, family, and youth entries. Many award categories. Will you wear a Sombrero of Glory? 

Cooks - Chili & Chocolate items - please arrive at 4:30 p.m. 

Head Chili Beans for 2016:  Jeff Walters, Kristin Lefebvre, John Jennelly. For more information, please contact: 

Jeff at walters915@comcast.net (or) 

Krisitin at Kristin_jm@hotmail.com (or) 

John at johnjennelly@gmail.com 

Note: All chefs and recipes are welcome.  Recipes which previously won the Grand Prize are not eligible for the 2016 Grand Prize, 
but are eligible for other awards. 

mailto:Jeff%20at%20walters915@comcast.net
mailto:Krisitin%20at%20Kristin_jm@hotmail.com
mailto:John%20at%20johnjennelly@yahoo.com
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What’s Inside...What’s Inside...What’s Inside...   Changes are coming to the Messenger! 
 

Effective February 2016, if you currently receive a 

printed copy of Aldersgate’s monthly newsletter, 

The Messenger, and you wish to continue to do so, 

please let us know.   

 Call the church office (302-478-2575) to confirm 
your name and address for mail delivery.  

 If you are home-bound you need not take             
action and you will continue to receive it via the 
mail.  

Did you know?  

 The Messenger can be emailed to you monthly 

and will always be in full color? 

 The Messenger is available each month on the 

Aldersgate website? You can find it here: 

http://www.aldersgatede.org/#/get-connected/media-

newsletter 
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