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There’s a lot of talk about climate change……

What’s 
it 

about?
What can 
we do?



What are we talking about?

Causes
of climate 
change Impacts of climate 

change

Responses to 
climate change



Causes 
of 

climate 
change

Greenhouse gases 
• Sources of emissions
• Increasing concentrations

What are we talking about?





Delaware Greenhouse Gas Emissions by Sector

26%

29%

25%

6%

7%
4%

3% Electric Power

Transportation

Industrial

Residential

Commercial

Agriculture

Waste

Electric Power 
Generation

Transportation

Industrial

2017 data from the ICF Greenhouse Gas 
Mitigation Analysis (completed in 2020)



What are we talking about?

Impacts 
of 

climate 
change

Direct impacts
• Temperature increase
• Precipitation change
• Sea level rise
• Extreme weather

Indirect impacts
• Human health
• Ecosystems
• Agriculture
• Infrastructure



Direct Impacts of Climate Change in Delaware

Sea Level Rise

Increased Heavy 
Precipitation

Increased Heat



Sea Level Rise

South Wilmington with 2 ft and 5 ft of SLRBethany Beach with 2 ft and 5 ft of SLR

= Average high tide
= 2 ft of SLR
= 5 ft of SLR

Based on the recommended “High” SLR planning scenario for the state, developed by UD and DNREC, 
Delaware can plan for 2 ft of SLR by 2050 and 5 ft of SLR by 2100 (relative to average sea level in 2000). 

Maps available at:
http://arcg.is/PjW10

http://arcg.is/PjW10


Increased Heavy Precipitation



Increased Heat



Climate change has serious consequences, 
particularly for vulnerable populations



What are we talking about?

Responses 
to climate 

change

Causes 
of 

climate 
change

Impacts 
of 

climate 
change



Mitigation:
Actions that reduce 
the emissions that 
contribute to climate 
change

Adaptation:
Actions that prepare for, 
reduce, or avoid the 
negative impacts of 
climate change

Prepare 
for 

impacts 

Reduce 
greenhouse 

gases

What’s the best response?



Climate Mitigation
Actions to minimize the 

emissions of greenhouse gases 
that contribute to climate change



State-Led Strategies to Minimize Emissions

Renewable 
Energy

Energy 
Efficiency

Clean 
Transportation

Natural and 
Working  Lands



Renewable Energy



Energy Efficiency



Clean Transportation



Natural and Working Lands



Climate Adaptation
Actions to prepare for, reduce, or 

avoid the negative impacts of 
climate change



State-Led Strategies to Support Adaptation

Research Climate 
Change

Provide Tools and  
Technical Assistance



Research Climate Change



Provide Tools and Technical Assistance



Why take action on climate change?

“I want to ensure 
safety and security 
for my generation: 
jobs, energy, food, 

and livelihood.”

“I value taking care of 
our natural resources.  
It’s important that we 
be good stewards of 

what we’ve been 
given.”

“I want a clean and 
healthy world for 
my children and 
grandchildren.”



Join the conversation….

• Delaware Interfaith Power and Light 
Climate Conversations

https://Delawareipl.org

• Resilient and Sustainable Communities 
League (RASCL)

https://www.derascl.org

RASCL summit – December 7-8, 2021

“Go for the Green: Funding and Designing Resilient 
Infrastructure”

https://delawareipl.org/
https://www.derascl.org/


Delaware’s Climate Action Plan

Coming soon….

Delaware’s Climate Action Plan 
will lay out a road map for the 
state to:

• minimize the greenhouse 
gas emissions that drive the 
climate change we see today 
and

• maximize our resilience to 
the impacts we’re already 
experiencing.

• https://de.gov/climateplan

https://de.gov/climateplan


Thank you!

For more information:

https://de.gov/climatechange

Questions and feedback:

Jennifer.DeMooy@delaware.gov

https://de.gov/climatechange
mailto:Jennifer.DeMooy@delaware.gov

