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9:00 AM Contemporary Worship 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                    
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH                                                                      The Smith Family 
 

*OPENING SONG                                 Do You Hear                                               Journey Band 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

*WORSHIP SONG     Come Thou Long Expected Jesus                            Journey Band 
 

*SCRIPTURE LESSON       Luke 1:5-25; 26-38                                          Kathy Daum 
 

MESSAGE                              The Bells of Christmas - Silver Bells         Pastor Chris Pennington 
 

OFFERING AND COMMUNION For your Offering [TEXT GIVING TO (302)213-6168] OR Scan QR Code                                      

 

*CLOSING SONG                                 More Like Jesus                                            Journey Band 
 

*BENEDICTION                

 
 
  

 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE  
Altar Duty:        Kathy Daum and Cheryl Beeson    
Liturgist:              Kathy Daum 
Advent Wreath: Ryan & Nitasha Smith and family 
Media Team:      Dan Murray, Joe Tang, and Mandy McFarland 
Music:        Rob McFarland, Pastor of Worship and Music 
Journey Band:    Kevin Brace, Henry Daum, Dave McFarland, Ron Lassiter, Brian Erskine, 
                              Debbie Mulrooney, Rachel Domenick, Jocelyn McCord, Sharon Owens,  
                              and Cheryl Merritt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Aldersgate is a significant place where disciples are made! 
 

With God’s help and through prayer we GATHER as God’s people, 

GROW in faith and love, and GO into the world as Jesus’ disciples. 
 

 

  
 



 

11:00 AM Traditional Worship 
 

 

ENTRANCE 

PRELUDE It Came Upon a Midnight Clear            Mark Sobol 
 arr. Mark Sobol 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH           Preston and Mary Cooper 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                     
  

*CALL TO WORSHIP                        Barbara Buckley 

L: In the quiet of this space, we gather ourselves in anticipation. 
P: We move away from the frenzy, turning to the presence of God. 
L: We leave behind the secular temptations 
P: And center ourselves on the growing light of hope. 
L: We are called to be a people making our way in the wilderness of consumerism. 
P: We come to worship the One who calls us to simplicity and love. 
All: Let us worship God! 

 

*HYMN, 196                       Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus                                   HYFRYDOL  
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

OFFERING PRAYER [TEXT GIVING TO (302)213-6168]    OR Scan QR Code  
 

OFFERTORY                                     Silver Bells                                                  Chancel Choir  
                    (arr. Charles Naylor) 
                                

*DOXOLOGY, 236 v. 6         While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks                 CHRISTMAS  
 

All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace; Good will hence-forth from heaven to 
earth begin and never cease, begin and never cease! 

 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
*SCRIPTURE LESSON      Luke 1:5-25; 26-38     Barbara Buckley 
  

SERMON                   The Bells of Christmas - Silver Bells          Pastor Chris Pennington 
                             

*HYMN OF RESPONSE, 613 O Thou Who This Mysterious Bread                    LAND OF REST 
 

EUCHARIST AND COMMUNION 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP                     
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BREAKING THE BREAD 
 

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP  
SENDING FORTH 

*HYMN, 202     People, Look East                                               BESANCON 



*BENEDICTION                
 

POSTLUDE Sing We Now of Christmas                                                                                                                                                          Mark Sobol 
                                                                                                            arr. Mark Sobol 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE  
Altar Duty:         Kathy Daum and Cheryl Beeson    
Head Usher:        Steve Davis 
Liturgist:               Barbara Buckley 
Advent Wreath:  Preston and Mary Cooper 
Media Team:     
Music:         Rob McFarland, Pastor of Worship and Music 
         Mark Sobol, Organist   
 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR ADVENT 
INVITATION 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to 
live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

CONFESSION AND PARDON    
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be 
an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled 
against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty (almighty God), creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed 
into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like 
waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. And so, with your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of time to be a 
light to the nations. You scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts and have mercy on 
those who fear you from generation to generation. You put down the mighty from their thrones 
and exalt those of low degree. You fill the hungry with good things, and the rich you send empty 
away. Your own Son came among us as a servant to be Emmanuel, your presence with us. He 
humbled himself in obedience to your will and freely accepted death on a cross. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church,  
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the 
Spirit. 
 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me." 
 

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 



And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith. Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be 
for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 
his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the 
world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father 
(God), now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

BREAKING THE BREAD  
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. 
The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
 

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
 

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP  
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER  
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. 
Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



REMINDERS... 

• Nursery & Childcare is available when two attendants are present in Room 116. 

• There is an elevator located on the south side of the building (facing Fairfax Shopping Center). 

• Please refrain from eating or drinking in the Sanctuary.  

• Altar Flowers: contact Cheryl Beeson at (302) 658-7765 or e-mail cherylbeeson45@gmail.com; checks for 
contributions may be put in the Treasurer’s mailbox in The HUB. 

• Prayer List, Visitation, and Persons to Encourage list: prayerlist@aldersgatede.org 

• Messenger Articles & Photos: E-mail messenger@aldersgatede.org.    

• Amazon: If you shop Amazon, use smile.Amazon.com and choose Aldersgate as your charity! 

• Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9 AM- 4 PM and Fridays 9 AM- 12 PM.  

• Koinonia Fellowship Zoom Sundays at noon: Meeting ID: 959 0788 3751 Passcode: Aldersgate 
https://zoom.us/j/95907883751?pwd=UGhkZWRmOGN6d0d0NzdhaWhyK3gwZz09 

• Impact: 6 through 12 graders are invited to join us every Wed 6-7:30 PM. 

• Amplified: Young adults ages 18-25 are invited to join us every Tuesday from 7-8:30 PM.  
 

OUR CARING MINISTRY 
The Peace Candle in the sanctuary reminds us to pray for those serving our country: Weston Stigler 
(grandson to Martha and Willis Weldin); Joshua Biggs-Herrara (grandson to Karen Covey Moore); 
Captain Matthew C. Small (grandson to Ron and Phoebe Smith); Benjamin Lovett (Julia Shay’s brother). 
 

The Flowers are in memory of Richard Paul Duffy from the Duffy Family. 
 

The candle on the altar is for Sarah Montigney who passed away one year ago December 5 and for Robert 
Moore who passed away one year ago December 8.  
 

We extend our deepest condolences to the family of Allen Peddrick who passed away on November 29.  
 

Forwood Manor Worship Leaders: Julie and David Harrington. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Poinsettias – We still have plants available; we have extended the deadline until we sell out. 
  

The Caring for Creation team is no longer collecting plastic bags, candy wrappers, or can tabs. Thank you to 
all who collected. 
 

Advent Study – This year’s Advent study is The Angels of Christmas: Hearing God's Voice in Advent by Susan 
Robb. You will explore the four angelic visits surrounding the birth of Jesus. Class will be on Wednesdays at 
11 AM.   
 

United Women in Faith Cookie Walk - Saturday, December 10 - Doors open at 9 AM - until cookies are 
gone.  Fill a box with homemade Christmas cookies for $14/box.  Proceeds support Neighborhood House 
and Camp Pecometh. 
 

 Calling all Bakers - Cookies are needed for the Cookie Walk to be a success!  Cookies labeled "Cookie Walk" 
can be left in the small kitchen next to the auditorium by 4 PM Friday, December 9 or Saturday,  

 December 10 between 7 and 8:30 AM Sign up to bake cookies by clicking here 
https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/uwf-cookie-walk-bakers/ or signing up in the Narthex after services on 
Sunday. 
 

Christmas Concert – Our annual Christmas Concert will take place Sunday, December 11, in a special 
combined service at 10 AM, in the Sanctuary. A reception will follow. Make sure to take advantage to invite 
someone to church. 
 

Save the Date! - The Rummage Sale will be back next year on April 15th, 2023, the Saturday after Easter. 
Preparation dates will be April 8th and April 10-14. See the December Messenger for more details. 
 

mailto:prayerlist@aldersgatede.org
mailto:messenger@aldersgatede.org
https://zoom.us/j/95907883751?pwd=UGhkZWRmOGN6d0d0NzdhaWhyK3gwZz09
https://eeumw.wufoo.com/forms/uwf-cookie-walk-bakers/


Sunday, December 4, 2022    
9:00a     Contemporary Worship, Sanctuary 
10:00     Sunday School for all ages 
11:00     Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
6:30p     Confirmation Class, 236  
 

Monday, December 5 , 2022  
6:30p     Boy Scout Troop #67, FH, RR 
                

Tuesday, December 6, 2022  
9:45a     Crazy Ladies, Zoom 
11:30     Sarah Circle, Main Kitchen 
6:00p     Board of Trustees, 237 
7:00       Amplified, 236 
 

  

Wednesday, December 7, 2022  
11:00a     Advent Bible Study, 237 
6:00p       Impact, SMC 
7:00         Cub Scouts, 132 
                 Boy Scouts, Aud., FH, RR, UP 
7:30         Chancel Choir, MC 
 

Thursday, December 8, 2022   
8:00a      Cookie Walk set-up, Auditorium 
10:00      Disciples, 237 
6:00p      Journey Band Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
                Girl Scout #129, 137 
7:30        Handbell Choir, HR 
               

Friday, December 9, 2022  
8:00a      Cookie Walk set-up, Auditorium 
 

Saturday, December 10, 2022 
9:00a     COOKIE WALK, Auditorium 

Ulster Project Delaware (UPD) is currently seeking adventure-seeking applicants, aged 14 -16, for its 
annual month-long peace, service & leadership project in July 2023.  Applications are now being accepted. 
Visit www.ulsterprojectdelaware.org for information and email any questions to applyupd@gmail.com. 
 

Please join us for the 3 PM Family Christmas Eve Service with the Children’s Nativity this year! Please 
contact Sharon sharon.jennelly@aldersgatede.org if your child is interested in helping share the Nativity 
story by being a Mary, Joseph, shepherd, angel, wiseman or an animal. We also need youth and adult help 
with costumes and coordinating. We will have a dress rehearsal on Sunday, December 18 at 10:10 AM-
10:45 AM and at 2 PM on Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CALENDAR 
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