
                    
                      
November 28, 2022 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Grace and Peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Since the 1968 merger which created The United Methodist Church (UMC), there have been 
debates regarding many issues, including human sexuality. These have occurred at all levels of 
“conferences” (the name we use for decision making gatherings of members and clergy). The 
debate resulted in a 2019 special called “General Conference” (a gathering of worldwide elected 
UMC leaders) for the purpose of finding a way forward through the impasse. At that conference, 
it became obvious a separation of pastors, members and churches would be necessary.  Included 
in the results of that conference was new legislation (Paragraph 2553, The Book of Discipline of 
The United Methodist Church, 2016) that allows churches to disaffiliate “for reasons of 
conscience” related to issues of human sexuality.  The General Conference, which normally meets 
every four years, is the only entity which can make changes to The Book of Discipline. Because of 
covid issues, the General Conference scheduled for May of 2020 is currently scheduled for May 
of 2024. 
 
Your Leadership Team has been engaged in conversations about this issue and how it impacts 
our future. Please understand that no decision has been made about disaffiliating from the 
United Methodist Church, nor can any decision to separate from the UMC be made without a 
Church Conference as mandated by paragraph 2553.  Here is how we plan to proceed: 
 
STEP ONE 
 In early January, information about the process and the various perspectives will be available 
electronically, with copies available at the Information Desk in the Café (Grove City Campus,) and 
on the table underneath the picture board in the Fellowship Hall (St. Mark’s Campus.) 
 
STEP TWO 
On January 29th, we will adjust our morning worship schedule at the Grove City Campus to allow 
time for 2 information meetings. Our schedule for that Sunday will be: 
 8:30 AM  Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
 9:30 AM  Information meeting in the Sanctuary 
 11:00 AM  Contemporary Worship in the Worship Center 
 12:00 PM  Information meeting in Worship Center 
 



On February 5th, there will be an information meeting at our St. Mark’s Campus at 12:45PM 
following a combined worship service. 
 
At the information meetings, you will complete a survey that will ask you to indicate one of two 
answers: 

1. I have all the information I need; no more information meetings are necessary, 
and I want the church to remain United Methodist. 

2. I need more information before I can make a reasoned decision. 
If sufficient people answer #1, the process will stop, and we will remain a United Methodist 
Congregation.  If sufficient people answer #2, then we will proceed to:  
 
STEP THREE (if necessary): 
The Leadership Team will invite an advocate for remaining UMC and an advocate for disaffiliating.  
These two persons will present the information appropriate to their position at a single church 
meeting.  At the conclusion of that meeting, you will indicate if you believe we should contact 
our District Superintendent to schedule a formal Church Conference to consider disaffiliation. 
The Leadership Team will consider your responses and decide. If it is determined there is 
sufficient interest in a Church Conference vote on disaffiliation, we will request its scheduling as 
soon as possible. If there is not sufficient interest, the process will stop, and we will remain a 
United Methodist Congregation. 
 
STEP FOUR (if necessary): 
A Church Conference is conducted, in which only members may speak and vote, and in which a 
67% majority of those members present in person is required for disaffiliation. 
 
As a Leadership Team, we are committed to a process that honors Jesus Christ in all comments 
and actions. During this process, the surrounding community will be watching to see if our 
treatment of one another matches our proclamation of Jesus. Our commitment is to be prayerful, 
gracious, and accommodating to different perspectives. We ask you to prayerfully consider the 
public witness of your words and actions. 
 
In the Peace of Christ, 
 
The Leadership Team of Grove City United Methodist Church. 
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