


Week One

Give Your Best
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Day 1 Monday, November 30
Read Matthew 2: 1-12

When I was a very young boy, I remember going on vacation to 
Colorado. My parents took my brother and me to a small 
roadside business to pan for gold on the side of the mountain.
We thought for sure we would get rich quick. You can imagine 
our disappointment when we walked away with nothing but 
memories after working so hard to find gold. Memories are great, 
but they are not the same as gold.

People have been panning for gold and digging it out of mines 
for years. During the days of Jesus, gold was considered a gift fit 
for a king. It should come as no surprise that one of the gifts 
brought to Jesus was gold. We can all agree that Jesus was 
worthy of an expensive gift, but why of all things to give, is this 
what they chose? 

This baby did not demand gifts or even appreciate them at the 
time. When the wise men reached Jesus, He was such a young 
child and would have no use for any of the presents they brought 
him. God did not instruct the wise men to do this, and He 
certainly did not demand gold. Yet three incredible gifts were 
brought to Jesus by the wise men, and it shows us that they must 
have known He was someone special.  

As we prepare for the Christmas season and think about the 
presents we might want to receive or give, it is only right to think 
about what we will o�er to Jesus. There is no demand for gifts 
from us, but we know that He deserves our very best. It would 
benefit us all to stop and take a moment to consider what we are 
o�ering Jesus today. In Matthew 10:42, Jesus reminds us that
even o�ering a cup of cold water can be a gift of worship. As
Pastor Rick said yesterday, ‘If we want what we give to God to
have value to God, then what we give God must have value to
us.’ God values gifts that are valuable to us. So, what is the
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costliest gift you can give the Lord today?  Might we suggest 
Romans 12: 1-2?

These daily devotionals are written to help us focus on the real 
reason that we celebrate Christmas. Jesus is that reason. As we 
think back on the wise men's gifts, we should also consider what 
we are bringing to Jesus this season. 

Reflection: 
Are you o�ering to Jesus your very best today? 

What is one thing you are o�ering Jesus?

Fun Fact:  One of the main reasons we give and receive gifts at 
Christmas is to remind us of the gift the baby Jesus received 
from the wise men 

.
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Day 2 Tuesday, December 1
Read Luke 21: 1-4

In Luke 21, we find a widow at the temple giving an o�ering. This 
story may feel similar to times when you bring an o�ering to 
church. What the widow gave was the very best she had to o�er.  
It takes a lot of e�ort to give your best to anything. Our 
relationship with Jesus is no di�erent – it takes a lot of work. It is 
easy to create ‘faith habits’ and become lazy in our pursuit of 
Jesus. Many times we do not bring our best because we do 
things the way we always have. We may pray the same prayer, 
sit in the same seat at church, talk to the same people, and if we 
are not careful, we find ourselves not giving out best to the Lord. 

How could you change your routine this week to focus on doing 
things di�erently? What are some ‘faith habits’ you have created 
that cause you to do the same thing repeatedly? This Sunday, 
you could sit in a di�erent place at church, play Christian music 
around the house each morning, or even speak to someone you 
have never talked to before. Bringing our best takes e�ort and 
intentionality.  

When we talk about giving, we often think about money, and 
while that is something the Bible talks about, there are many 
other ways we give to God. What are some ways we give our 
best to God? Are there service projects you can do this 
Christmas season to serve others? Are there people in your life 
you could show friendship to that seem like they need a friend? 
Could you donate some toys you love to make room for the new 
ones on the way?

The widow in Luke 21 gave “all she had to live on.”  She gave 
everything she had, believing God would provide for her needs. 
When we bring our best to God, it is our way of reminding God, 
and ourselves, that everything we have belongs to Him. He 
deserves our best every day of the week, not just on Sunday. He
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deserves our time, our love, and our obedience to His Word. 
Romans 12: 1-2 tells us that our lives are meant to be gifts to God.

It will take e�ort and thought to give your best in anything you 
do, but Jesus is worthy today just as much as He was in the 
manger. He is not asking for gold; He is asking for your heart.  
Luke 10: 27 tells us, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind” and to “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Reflection:
Here are some ways you can give your best this week:

• Be kind to someone who may never show you kindness in
return.

• Help someone that does not expect your help.
• Do something special for a family member without being asked

and without expecting anything in return.

Fun Fact: It’s estimated that 142,000 tons of gold have been 
mined throughout history. That’s over 280 million pounds! 

.

5



Day 3 Wednesday, December 2
 Read Isaiah 12:1–6

This week, we are looking at the gifts we give to God. I know, as 
a parent, that some of my favorite gifts have been from my kids. 
When they were little, a hand-drawn picture was much more 
valuable to me than anything bought for me. As they get older, 
the gifts they think about and shop for are very meaningful to me. 
Yes, they bought them with my money, but they chose them. I 
love their presents, not because of what the gift is, but because 
they gave them to me. I don’t value them because I had a 
specific need for a picture of me playing the guitar or 
insu�ciency in my sock drawer.  

In the same way, God does not need anything from us. He is not 
in Heaven, wishing that he had something we can o�er. Yet, 
worship is one of those o�erings that we make to the Lord. If 
God doesn’t need anything, not even our worship, then why do 
we do it? We find two good reasons in Isaiah 12:5.  

“Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be 
made known in all the earth.”

Reason #1: We worship God because He deserves it.

It is not a hard or complicated concept. God is infinitely worthy of 
worship, so our response is to worship Him. He shows us who 
He is, and we worship Him. God shows us what He has done, 
and we worship him. If God did nothing for us, His character 
alone deserves worship, but He has done great things in the 
world we live in and in our own lives, and for that, He deserves 
worship. To bring it back to the Christmas present comparison, 
my wife doesn’t need any of the things I give her for Christmas, 
but she deserves more than I can o�er. God is infinitely more 
deserving of our love, our worship, our gifts.
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Reason #2: We worship God because other people need to 
hear about what He has done.

We rarely think of this reason for worship. Our current culture 
and climate have made a big deal out of worship being personal 
and almost private, just between God and us. But Isaiah says it 
clearly, “…let this be made known in all the earth.” My worship of 
God shows other people who He is and what He has done. 
They may not have seen those acts or viewed that aspect of His 
character, but they can see my response to Him, and in that way, 
they begin to understand more of God. If God is worthy of an 
infinite amount of worship, then the fact that our worship can 
lead others to worship is incredibly important.  

Reflection: 
What are some reasons you think God deserves worship?

Who in your life might be a�ected by your declaration of who He 
is and what He has done?

Fun Fact:  The tallest Christmas tree in America is 161 feet tall. It 
can be found in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. The star placed on top is 
ten feet tall!
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Day 4 Thursday, December 3
Read Matthew 2: 1-23

This week has been a reminder to me of how incredible God 
truly is. Isn’t it amazing that the God who created all things 
(Genesis 1:31) would stir in the wise men's hearts to bring such a 
precious gift to the baby Jesus? Many believe Mary and Joseph 
were very young and likely did not have much when Jesus was 
born. This gift of gold would have been worth more than 
anything else they owned.

As a father of three children, I can appreciate a good baby gift. 
Big or small, every item has a purpose for you and your child. But 
gold? Imagine the shock and surprise that Joseph and Mary must 
have experienced when they received this expensive gift. What 
if your doorbell rang right now, and you opened it to find a large 
bar of gold? How would that make you feel? If you are like me, 
you might try to turn this gift away. It is so expensive that many 
people would feel guilty about accepting it. If you know much 
about the story of Jesus, you know he was taken to Egypt after 
his birth to hide from the King (Matthew 2: 13.) Do you think Mary 
and Joseph used the gold to help pay for this trip?

As we heard on Sunday, acquiring gold is quite the process. First, 
you have to locate it, which is no easy task. Then you have to 
remove it from the rock in which it is found. Before gold can be 
worth anything, you have to chisel, dig, sift, wash, and melt it. 
From beginning to end, the process of purifying gold is a lot of 
hard work. The trials and tests that gold endures before it is 
refined are long and di�cult but incredible. 

When you know all of this, it makes more sense as to why this 
was the first gift given to Jesus. Hebrews 2:10 says, “For it was 
fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing 
many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation 
perfect through su�ering.” Jesus endured great su�ering on the
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cross. He died there so that we can receive the precious gift of 
salvation. Much like the gift of gold, Jesus went through so much 
work, so many trials, and so much pain to give us the most 
incredible gift we will ever receive - the gift of salvation.

Today as we endure trials in life, our prayer is that you will be 
reminded of the gift of Jesus. The su�ering and hardships you 
face are not meant to destroy us but to purify us. Peter says this 
to the early church, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery 
trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you share 
Christ’s su�erings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when 
his glory is revealed.” (1 Peter 4:12-13) Peter is reminding us that 
we are precious, like gold. When we are forgiven by the shed 
blood of Jesus, trials are a part of what makes us like Jesus.  

It is an honor to su�er like Jesus. Let’s be people who endure 
and thrive because of this gift we have received.

Reflection:
How do you think the gift of gold changed Joseph and Mary’s 
situation?

How is the gift of Jesus, to us, similar to the gift of gold given to 
Jesus?

Fun Fact: If you were to total all of the gifts in ‘The Twelve Days 
of Christmas’ there would be 354 total gifts!  That makes the 
wise men’s three gifts seem so small! 

9



Day 5 Friday, December 4
Read 2 Samuel 24: 24

‘If you want God to value what you give to Him, what you give 
must have value to you.’ Far too often, we o�er God worship that 
does not take much e�ort. As we get closer and closer to 
Christmas day, it is good for us to think about how we worship 
Jesus. The wise men brought expensive gifts and traveled long 
distances to show respect to this baby. What do you have to o�er 
the Lord? Have you stopped this week to consider what you are 
o�ering as worship? Do you give time? Do you o�er money, or is
worship a song you sing? Traveling miles and miles across a
desert with rare and expensive gifts makes whatever we may
o�er the Lord seem small.

There are many ways to worship the Lord, but Romans 12: 1-2 
encourages us to use our entire life to worship Him. How do we 
do that? With these verses in mind, what can we bring to God 
that shows just how much we truly love Him?  How are we 
reminding the Lord, every day, that we love Him and want to be 
faithful to the calling He has placed on our lives? We need to be 
able to answer these questions. It is not enough to sing songs at 
church and do nothing for Him during the week.

In 2 Samuel 24: 24, King David had been instructed to build an
altar of worship for the Lord. When he shows up to purchase the
land to build the altar, the landowner o�ers to give it to him for
free.  If there is one thing we all love, it’s FREE stu�! Most people 
would have accepted the gift and saved their money. After all, an 
altar was expensive enough to build without having to purchase 
land too. King David o�ers an interesting perspective. He refuses 
to accept the gift because he wants his o�ering to God to cost 
him something. Giving God something free was not enough for 
David. Much like the costly gold gift in Matthew 2, David wanted 
to o�er God his very best, even if it cost him much. 

.
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Worship may not always cost you much, but following Jesus will.  
Following Jesus will cause us to say no to things in life, we may 
think we want. It will lead us down a road; others are not willing 
to walk. In Matthew 7, Jesus reminds us that the road to follow 
Him is narrow, and not many will walk it. Following Jesus may 
cause you to be alone, or it may even cause you to lose some 
friends. Following Jesus will always be a costly commitment, 
which is why it is so incredible that David refused to o�er God 
anything less than his very best.  That is something we must 
remember.  God expects your very best. So, when it comes to 
worship, what are you o�ering Him today?

Reflection:
What are some di�erent ways you worship the Lord?

What are some things you may have to lose/give up to follow 
Jesus?

Fun Fact: Pure gold is so soft that it can be molded by hand. 

‘If you want God to value what you give to Him, what you give 
must have value to you.’ Far too often, we o�er God worship that 
does not take much e�ort. As we get closer and closer to 
Christmas day, it is good for us to think about how we worship 
Jesus. The wise men brought expensive gifts and traveled long 
distances to show respect to this baby. What do you have to o�er 
the Lord? Have you stopped this week to consider what you are 
o�ering as worship? Do you give time? Do you o�er money, or is 
worship a song you sing? Traveling miles and miles across a 
desert with rare and expensive gifts makes whatever we may 
o�er the Lord seem small.  

There are many ways to worship the Lord, but Romans 12: 1-2 
encourages us to use our entire life to worship Him. How do we 
do that? With these verses in mind, what can we bring to God 
that shows just how much we truly love Him?  How are we 
reminding the Lord, every day, that we love Him and want to be 
faithful to the calling He has placed on our lives? We need to be 
able to answer these questions. It is not enough to sing songs at 
church and do nothing for Him during the week.

In 2 Samuel 24: 24, King David had been instructed to build an
altar of worship for the Lord. When he shows up to purchase the
land to build the altar, the landowner o�ers to give it to him for
free.  If there is one thing we all love, it’s FREE stu�! Most people 
would have accepted the gift and saved their money. After all, an 
altar was expensive enough to build without having to purchase 
land too. King David o�ers an interesting perspective. He refuses 
to accept the gift because he wants his o�ering to God to cost 
him something. Giving God something free was not enough for 
David. Much like the costly gold gift in Matthew 2, David wanted 
to o�er God his very best, even if it cost him much. 

.
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Week Two

Give Your Best
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Day 1 Monday, December 7
Read 1 Timothy 2:5

Can you imagine what it was like in the times of the Old 
Testament when people were required to take their sacrifices to 
the priest to be o�ered to the Lord on their behalf? The entire 
process was time-consuming, bloody, and made people feel far 
away from God. When God sent His Son Jesus into the world, the 
Bible says He sent Him as both a prophet and a priest. That 
means Jesus did not only speak truth like the prophets, but He 
also took on the role of the Old Testament priest. If you had to 
guess, how do you think Jesus acted as a priest?  

When writing to Timothy (1 Timothy 2: 5), Paul also called Jesus a 
mediator. That means Jesus speaks to us from God the Father, 
and He speaks to God the Father for us. Jesus o�ered a sacrifice 
for sin that would end the need for any additional sacrifices in the 
future. While priests gave sacrifices daily, Jesus o�ered a sacrifice 
for us that was good enough for forever. The long process of 
sacrifice was finally over when Jesus gave His life on the cross. 
This gift of Jesus would be su�cient for all time. 

Priests were not only responsible for sacrifices but also for 
burning incense in the temple day and night. You could always 
smell the aroma of incense around the temple. That is why the 
gift of frankincense was such an interesting gift for the wise men 
to bring. By bringing the baby Jesus the gift of frankincense, God 
reminded us that He is the one true mediator. He not only o�ered 
a sacrifice through the cross, but His prayer for His people would 
soon fill Heaven, much like the incense burned in the temple. Did 
you know that as a mediator, Jesus is praying for you today? He 
is reminding God the Father, continually, that you are forgiven, 
loved, and one of His own. How incredible is that?

Today He sits at the right hand of the Father and is interceding 
for us. (Read Romans 8:34) 

.
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Today He sits at the right hand of the Father and is interceding 
for us. (Read Romans 8:34) 

Each gift that was brought by the wise men was significant. While 
they may not have known the full extent of their significance, God 
was reminding us of the importance of His birth. The gift of 
frankincense was expensive, and that might be all that the wise 
men had in mind, but God was focused on this amazing ministry 
that Jesus would provide for us by interceding for us to the 
Father.

Reflection: 
What would you ask Jesus to pray for on your behalf today? 

Does it encourage you to know that Jesus is not only listening to 
you, but also praying specifically for you? Why?

Fun Fact:  Most of the world’s frankincense comes from India 
and the horn of Africa. Boswellia carteri is a type of frankincense 
that can only be found in Somalia. 

.

Can you imagine what it was like in the times of the Old 
Testament when people were required to take their sacrifices to 
the priest to be o�ered to the Lord on their behalf? The entire 
process was time-consuming, bloody, and made people feel far 
away from God. When God sent His Son Jesus into the world, the 
Bible says He sent Him as both a prophet and a priest. That 
means Jesus did not only speak truth like the prophets, but He 
also took on the role of the Old Testament priest. If you had to 
guess, how do you think Jesus acted as a priest?  

When writing to Timothy (1 Timothy 2: 5), Paul also called Jesus a 
mediator. That means Jesus speaks to us from God the Father, 
and He speaks to God the Father for us. Jesus o�ered a sacrifice 
for sin that would end the need for any additional sacrifices in the 
future. While priests gave sacrifices daily, Jesus o�ered a sacrifice 
for us that was good enough for forever. The long process of 
sacrifice was finally over when Jesus gave His life on the cross. 
This gift of Jesus would be su�cient for all time. 

Priests were not only responsible for sacrifices but also for 
burning incense in the temple day and night. You could always 
smell the aroma of incense around the temple. That is why the 
gift of frankincense was such an interesting gift for the wise men 
to bring. By bringing the baby Jesus the gift of frankincense, God 
reminded us that He is the one true mediator. He not only o�ered 
a sacrifice through the cross, but His prayer for His people would 
soon fill Heaven, much like the incense burned in the temple. Did 
you know that as a mediator, Jesus is praying for you today? He 
is reminding God the Father, continually, that you are forgiven, 
loved, and one of His own. How incredible is that?

Today He sits at the right hand of the Father and is interceding 
for us. (Read Romans 8:34) 

.
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Day 2 Tuesday, December 8
Read Hebrews 9:26

Do you remember what frankincense is from our Bible study 
yesterday? Frankincense was used in the temple by the priests 
as an incense. The priests were the only ones who could light 
incense to help make a sweet aroma for the Lord in the temple. 
If you did not remember, now you do!

Incense is such a strange gift to bring a baby, right? Gold was not 
a usual gift either, but it made much more sense than the gift of 
frankincense. This gift reminds us that these wise men must have 
known Baby Jesus was a King. God must have placed it in their 
hearts to bring this strange gift that was perfect for Baby Jesus 
the Priest. Even if the wise men had no idea who Jesus truly was, 
it is so special to think God used this gift to remind us Jesus 
would be our priest!
 
Priests in the Bible had such an important job to do. Their work 
was holy, but it was also bloody and messy, as they were 
responsible for killing the sacrificial animals. Priests had to live in 
a way to keep themselves “clean.” If a priest was not spiritually 
clean, he could not o�er a sacrifice for someone else’s sin. A 
priest must be “set apart,” or holy. The Greek word for this is “

Can you imagine what it would be like if you had to bring an 
animal sacrifice to church each Sunday? Now that you know what 
a priest's responsibility was, how do you think Jesus acts as a 
priest for us?

The truth is Jesus is not only a priest. By giving Himself on the 
cross for our sins, He did not only o�er a sacrifice, He IS our 
sacrifice. Read Hebrews 9:26. Jesus lived a sinless, perfect, holy 
life, which makes Him the purest sacrifice, and because it was 
perfect, it ended the need for any other! If it were not for Jesus, 
priests would still be o�ering animals today. Read Hebrews 7:26-27.
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Now let’s travel back to the Christmas story for a moment. The 
gift of frankincense reminds us that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 
was a sweet-smelling aroma to God the Father. He did what no 
one else could ever do. His death on the cross, while bloody and 
messy, is something we can rejoice in today.  It is as fragrant as 
the sweetest smell you have experienced. His sacrifice is 
superior to ALL others.

Reflection:
Read Hebrews 8:6.
Jesus is not only better; He is superior! He sets us free from the 
sin that we struggle with, and He sits beside God the Father to 
make all things right for us!  

Fun Fact:  Did you know people like to use frankincense for their 
chewing gum. Some of the world’s most expensive frankincense 
can be purchased for $400 for just two pounds. 
 

.
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Day 3 Wednesday, December 9
 Read Hebrews 8:1–3

Apparently, Santa is making a list and checking it twice. He is 
going to find out who is naughty and nice. But what if you had 
someone who could talk to Santa for you? This person would be 
a go-between, someone who could plead your case before 
Santa. They would be a mediator.

In the Old Testament, the mediators we find are called priests. 
The Hebrew people were instructed to bring o�erings to the 
Lord. Some were sacrificial and intended to pay for sin, but 
others are worshipful, conveying gratitude and dedication. A 
priest would o�er these to God on behalf of the people. 
Hebrews 8:3 describes Jesus as a priest. “For every high priest is 
appointed to o�er gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this 
priest also to have something to o�er.”

Jesus is both the priest and the sacrifice. In the church, this is 
something we reference all the time. The song “In Christ Alone” 
that we sing describes this well: “Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
the wrath of God was satisfied, for every sin on Him was laid. 
Here in the death of Christ, I live.”

However, this only covers two of the five Old Testament 
sacrifices: the sin and guilt o�erings. There are three more: a 
burnt o�ering, a grain o�ering, and a peace o�ering. One was to 
gain favor and to fellowship with an all-powerful Creator. One 
was o�ered to be dedicated to God, and one was made in 
thanksgiving. Through Jesus, we still have an opportunity to do 
these things.

Jesus gives us access to a relationship with God. In fact, in 
1 Thessalonians 5:17, Paul instructs us to “pray without ceasing.” 
We not only have fellowship with God but have continual 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, access to the creator of the
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universe. Additionally, Jesus o�ers us the opportunity to dedicate 
our entire lives to the Lord. The disciples might not have known 
how to submit their lives moment by moment to an 
incomprehensible God, but Jesus said, “Follow me.” He gave 
them a clear view of the steps of dedication. Lastly, Jesus lets us 
o�er our thanksgiving by first giving us access, and then by 
cleansing even our conscience, so that we may make o�erings to 
God..

How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
o�ered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God? Hebrews 9:14

So, we have a priest who o�ers Himself for our sin but then also 
aids us in bringing our worship to the Lord by giving us access to 
Him, providing a model for that approach, and enabling our 
thanksgiving. If He has done and is doing all these things for us, 
how can we not respond in worship?
 
Reflection: 
Since Christ has given you access to God, what do you want to 
tell Him?

What is one thing you are thankful for this Christmas season?

Fun Fact:  Did you know that Christmas trees are grown in ALL 
50 states? Christmas trees have been sold in the United States 
since 1850.
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Day 4 Thursday, December 10
Read Hebrews 8:5

This week our focus has been on a gift that reminds us Jesus 
came as our priest (Hebrews 8). To understand why this is 
important, we need to understand the vital work that priests did.  
The better we know their role, the easier it is to know why Jesus 
called Himself a priest. 

Frankincense was not merely a perfume or fragrance, although it 
is still used for that today. Its’ smell is unique and special, and 
because of that, it was a precious item. Frankincense was 
essential for people during Bible times, and without it, a priest 
was unable to do his job in the temple. With so many sacrifices 
happening, you can imagine how bad the temple must have 
smelled! Because priests were continually sacrificing animals as 
sin o�erings, frankincense became essential to cover the smell 
of death. It helped create a more pleasing place to be; and a 
holy place for God. In a very similar way, the death of Jesus 
covered the stench of death and decay that resulted from our sin. 

In Hebrews 8:5, the author says that these things in the Old 
Testament serve as a shadow of heavenly things. The priests, the 
sacrifices, the temple; they are all a shadow of what Heaven will 
be. In other words, they show us a glimpse of what Heaven is like, 
without showing us everything.  Frankincense was a symbol to 
Mary, Joseph, and the Wise Men. It was a symbol declaring that 
Jesus was di�erent. He was holy and set apart, just like the 
special places of the temple. What the old priests could never do 
with sacrifices, Jesus had come to do, and His death on the cross 
would cover the stench of our sin forever.

The old system of temples and sacrifices had flaws. That system 
of religion was never meant to save us but instead, point us to 
something greater. Because of Jesus work on the cross, we now 
can smell the sweet smell of forgiveness. Jesus, our great high
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priest, has covered the sins of his people with his full and perfect 
sacrifice. We are clean and no longer marked by our failures, 
imperfections, or sin. Once we are unified with Christ through 
faith, we are justified before God. We are a sweet-smelling aroma 
through Jesus (2 Corinthians 2: 15).

Peter tells the early believers (exiles) this, “You are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so 
that you may proclaim the praises of the one who called you out 
of the darkness into his marvelous light.” When we receive the 
gift of Jesus, we become priests just like Jesus, a people chosen 
by God’s grace to make a joyful noise among the earth and share 
that sweet aroma of salvation. 

Reflection:
Have I presented the gift of Christ to anyone? 

Does my life give o� the fragrance of the Christ?

Fun Fact: In the 5th Century BC it was farmers started rumors 
that frankincense trees were guarded by dragons to help protect 
their crops.
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Day 5 Friday, December 11
Read Hebrews 8: 6

Did you know that from the original Ten Commandments, Jewish 
leaders developed a list of over 600 rules they were required to 
follow? Can you imagine waking up every day knowing there 
were over 600 rules for you to follow for God to approve of your 
day? There were rules about washing your hands, how far you 
could walk on Saturday, what kind of food you could eat, and the 
list goes on and on! The thought alone is overwhelming, but this 
was life in the nation of Israel every single day before Jesus 
arrived in Bethlehem. When they thought about God, they 
thought about rules. You can imagine why they struggled to be 
faithful! Unfortunately, this is the same way many people think 
about God today.

However, Hebrews 8 reminds us that there is something far 
greater than all of the rules we see in the Old Testament. We are 
told that Jesus is the better way. As you continue to learn about 
God’s Word, you will likely understand that those rules pointed 
towards Jesus the whole time. God gave us rules to remind us
 just how bad our sin had become. They were never meant to 
save us but to remind us that we were beyond saving.  

God’s rules remind us that holiness is impossible. They remind us 
that His expectations are far higher than we can ever reach. It’s a 
little depressing. Every time we think we are doing well, we mess 
up. Every time we do well with 50 rules, there are 550 more to 
go.   

Have you ever felt like you will never be good enough for God?  
If you answered yes, then you feel like the rest of us. Holiness is 
hard, and God’s Word reminds us of that, but God never leaves 
us discouraged or defeated. Even though He demands holiness, 
He also gave us a way out. God knew we would never reach 
perfection, which is why He sent Jesus. The birth of Jesus is such
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an incredible story because it reminds us that God rescued us. 
When Hebrews 8 tells us there is something better; it is a 
reminder that Jesus was perfect when you were not. It is a 
reminder that Jesus lived a holy life because He knew you would 
struggle with it.  

For thousands of years, religion gave us a long list of 
requirements to please God. That’s why we say,”‘religion says do, 
but Jesus said done.” The list of rules is long, but the grace of 
God is immense. God’s Law demands perfection, but God’s 
grace o�ers us the perfection of Jesus through the cross, and 
through the cross of Jesus, our failures are forgiven. While God 
still calls us to live lives that are holy and pleasing to Him, Jesus 
completed the work of holiness and gifted it to us through the 
cross. John 8: 36 tells us, “If the Son sets you free, you are free 
indeed.”

So where do we go from here? It is simple! We place our faith in 
Jesus and understand that while God demands us to be holy, He 
also gave us the sacrifice of Jesus to pick us up when we slip 
and fall. Have you ever accepted Jesus’ gift of salvation? If not, 
maybe today is your big day! 

Reflection:
How do you think Jesus serves as a ‘priest’ like Hebrews 8 says?

When we struggle with sin, how does the cross of Jesus make a 
‘better way?’

Fun Fact: The three traditional colors used for Christmas have 
religious significance.  Red is for the blood of Jesus – green 
symbolizes His Resurrection – and gold represents His status as 
the King of kings!
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Week Three

Give Your Best
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Day 1 Monday, December 14
Read Genesis 3: 14-15

Everyone has received a gift at Christmas that you could not wait 
to return. I am not talking about a gift that was the wrong size or 
did not fit just right. I am talking about a gift that you did not like 
and probably wondered what the person was thinking when they 
gave it to you. What is the weirdest gift you have received?

Of all the gifts the wise men could bring, one of them brought 
myrrh. Myrrh was an expensive gift, but it was hardly a gift you 
would bring to a baby. It was typically used to anoint people who 
had died to prepare their bodies for burial. The cost of myrrh in 
the New Testament days could equal a person’s salary for the 
entire year. So while myrrh was incredibly expensive, it was also 
unique. 

This gift was a reminder Jesus' life was always pointing to His 
death. In the Old Testament, the prophets foretold that Jesus 
would die, but His death was no ordinary death. He did not die 
because He was a bad person or had done anything wrong. The 
death of Jesus was God’s final sacrifice that ended all atonement 
for our sins. Can you imagine how di�cult this must have been 
for Mary and Joseph? Even though they knew their son was 
destined to die, they must have hoped and prayed that He would 
live a safe and protected life. Every parent has the responsibility 
to care for their children, and Mary and Joseph were no di�erent.

Stories like this remind us that God had a plan from the 
beginning. In the book of Genesis Chapter 3, when God cursed 
the serpent for tempting Adam and Eve with sin, God promised 
to one day send His deliverer. He declared in Genesis 3:15 that 
Satan would “bruise His heel,” which meant Satan would lead 
people to crucify Jesus. Through His death, but more importantly, 
His resurrection from the dead dealt Satan with the final blow. 
Jesus once and for all conquered death, which is why we  
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assurance of eternal life. Without the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, we have no hope!

Reflection: 
Knowing that He came here to die for our sins, Jesus came 
anyway. Have you paused to thank Him for this amazing gift of 
eternal life?  

Have you ever placed all of your hope in Jesus?

Fun Fact:  Myrrh is a very expensive spice.  At times in history, 
myrrh has actually been worth more than gold. 

.
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Day 2 Tuesday, December 15
Read Isaiah 9: 6-7 

Is Christmas all about celebrating the birth of Jesus for you?  We 
all know His birth was important, but have you ever stopped to t
hink that Christmas should also be a celebration of His death? If 
Jesus had not died and risen again, Christmas would be nothing 
special to celebrate. Without the cross, Jesus would be just like 
any other baby. We know Jesus did great things, but so did 
Moses and David, and we do not celebrate their birthdays. When 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus, we must also remember His life, 
ministry, death, and Resurrection.

Israel's nation expected the Messiah to come as a majestic, 
reigning king, wearing a crown and sitting on a throne. Even the 
brothers of Jesus grew up seeing Him as a humble, kind, 
selfless, giving, loving boy that turned into a man, yet even they 
did not realize who Jesus truly was. Read John 7:5. Can you 
imagine living with a perfect brother and still doubting Him? They 
never saw Jesus make a mistake, but that still was not enough 
for them to believe He was the Messiah.

What about the disciples of Jesus? They gave up their family and 
careers to follow Him, and even they did not understand Jesus 
all of the time. When Jesus began to prepare His disciples for His 
death, even Peter chose to rebuke the Lord instead of believing 
in Him!  Read Matthew 16:21-23. Jesus and Peter were good 
friends, and you can see it in these verses. You only talk to your 
best friend, like Peter spoke to Jesus. It is funny to think that 
Peter took Jesus aside as if he could teach Jesus something!  
Everyone struggled to see the significance of Jesus at times. 

In verse 23, we read, “… you do not have in mind the concerns of 
God, but merely human concerns.” Why did the disciples not 
recognize Jesus as the Messiah? The answer is simple: our ways 
are not His ways, our thoughts are not His thoughts (Isaiah 55: 8).   
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People decided what they thought Jesus should look like, and 
Jesus did not fit their expectations.  How could a baby born in a 
manger be God’s Son?  How could God’s Son be crucified on a 
cross? 

God’s plan was for the long-awaited Messiah, Jesus Christ, to be 
born in a humble barn. He learned to be a carpenter by 
profession and gathered a most-interesting group of followers. 
He preached, taught, healed, and raised the dead, but yet 
people still rejected him. Just as Pastor Rick read to us Sunday 
from Isaiah, “He was despised and rejected by men, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief.”  As a lamb led to the 
slaughter, He sacrificed Himself on the cross and gave His life for 
us, and this is why the gift of myrrh was so special. Myrrh was a 
reminder that the birth of Jesus would be followed by His death. 
When you celebrate His birth, remember, it is special because of 
His death.

Reflection:
Why is Jesus’ death an essential part of the Christmas story? 

 Fun Fact:  When you have a sore throat, you might consider 
using myrrh. Many people rub myrrh on their sore throat to help 
relieve the pain. 
 

.
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Day 3 Wednesday, December 16
 Read Song of Solomon 3:6–11

In the Old Testament, we see myrrh used in three di�erent ways. 
One, it is an anointing oil for the priest and the altar, which points 
back to what we studied last week. Two, it is a burial fragrance, 
which is what we are looking at this week. But let’s take one day 
and look at the third usage: an adornment for a bridegroom.

“What is that coming up from the wilderness like columns of 
smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all the 
fragrant powders of a merchant? Behold, it is the litter of 
Solomon!”

Song of Solomon 3:6–7a describes Solomon’s wedding 
procession. One of the groom’s fragrances is myrrh. The gift of 
the magi can point to many things, but one of them is the role of 
Christ as the bridegroom.

In Ephesians 5:25–27, Paul writes:

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and 
gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed 
her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to 
Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.”

Jesus died for his bride, the church, paying her sin debt and her 
bride price. His death also cleansed her so that she might be a 
beautiful bride on her wedding day. Then in the climax, Jesus is 
the one waiting for her at the end of the aisle. Christ’s role shifts 
from redeemer, to sanctifier, to the bridegroom. This changes 
who we are as well. We who were sinners are forgiven. We who 
were incapable of good are made holy. We who were unwanted 
are Christ’s beloved bride.
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Psalm 29:2a says “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name….” 
By studying myrrh this week, we have the opportunity to give the 
Lord glory for being a sacrifice for our sin, for being our priest, 
and now for being our bridegroom. “We love because He first 
loved us,” (1 John 4:19). In worship, we honor God for who He is 
and what He has done. He is the bridegroom and we celebrate 
His love for us by loving Him in return.
 
Reflection: 
How does God choosing to love you make you feel?

What kind of marriage with Christ do you have?

Fun Fact:  The first artificial tree wasn’t a tree at all. It was 
actually made of goose feathers that were dyed green to 
resemble a tree.
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Day 4 Thursday, December 17
Read James 5:7-12

As we get closer and closer to Christmas and continue to 
celebrate this advent season, there is an overwhelming question 
most Christians have: How do we remember the death of Jesus 
when we celebrate his life? This week we have said the answer 
is found in the Christmas story's third gift: myrrh. 

Myrrh is no ordinary gift, just as the birth of Jesus was no 
ordinary birth. Myrrh, as we have read this week, was known for 
its pleasant smell, its’ healing qualities, and its’ ability to preserve 
things. Myrrh is commonly known for its connection with 
sacrifices. You probably realize this already, but it’s important to 
note that myrrh was incredibly precious and essential in Jesus’ 
time.

While myrrh has so many di�erent qualities, none of them can be 
separated from one another. It is all of the things we mentioned 
simultaneously, and this is similar to the birth of Jesus. We cannot 
separate Jesus’ birth from his life, death, or Resurrection. Jesus 
is all of these things at once, and all are equally important. Even 
though we are celebrating the birth of Jesus, we must also 
spend time remembering His death. We should rejoice in His 
death just as we do in His birth because His death paid a price 
we could not.

As we celebrate this Christmas and continue to look at the gifts 
brought to Jesus, let us remember the price He paid and trust in
 Jesus. Charles Spurgeon says this, “We must value him as our 
best treasure; we must prize his words and his ordinances, and 
we must keep our thoughts of him and knowledge of him as 
under lock and key, lest the devil should steal anything from us.” 
In a society that has replaced its value of life for things, may we 
be a people known for the way we value life, love others and are 
devoted to the King of Kings. .  

.
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Reflection:
What are three things you love most about Jesus?

What would be the greatest gift you could bring to Jesus this 
Christmas?

Fun Fact: Just like myrrh was used to preserve things, fruitcake 
can last a long time! Because of the ingredients found in 
fruitcake, some believe a fruitcake can age 25 years and still be 
safely eaten!
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Day 5 Friday, December 18
Read Isaiah 53: 5-9

This past Sunday, we talked about how odd it was the wise men 
brought myrrh to Jesus. Because myrrh is a perfume for the 
dead, it seems odd to bring it as a gift to a baby's birth. Looking 
back, we can understand what was happening, but it must have 
seemed strange. She was celebrating life, but the gift reminded 
her of death. Even if they understood what the gift symbolized, it 
would have been awkward for Mary and Joseph to receive such 
an expensive gift that often represented death.  

In Isaiah 53, we see a prediction that one day the Messiah would 
experience a gruesome death. Mary and Joseph would have 
known these verses very well and had probably thought about 
them while Mary was pregnant. Isaiah 53 is known as “the 
forbidden chapter” in the Jewish religion today because it 
explains so clearly what Jesus experienced. Isaiah spoke the 
words of this chapter over 700 years before the birth of Jesus. 
There is no other way to explain how he knew what would 
happen other than, "it MUST be God.” To read Isaiah 53 is to 
read about the death of Jesus. Don’t believe us? Read 
Isaiah 53: 9 and Matthew 27: 57-60. Even the rich man who gave 
Jesus his own grave was prophesied.

But why are we talking about the death of Jesus when we 
should be focusing on His birth? The answer is simple: the death 
of Jesus is what brings us life. Jesus was born so that one day 
He could die on the cross. His death was promised in Genesis 3 
and Isaiah 53, so Jesus was born to die. It is His death on the 
cross that allows us to experience eternal life.

Jesus came to give us life, and eternal life comes at the cost of 
His death. We talk about His death during this season because 
Christmas is the beginning of this incredible story. This is why 
myrrh is such a significant gift. We focus on the gold and wonder  
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about frankincense, but it was myrrh that reminded us of Jesus' 
fate long before the cross. This is why Isaiah 53 is such an 
important chapter. The life and death of Jesus give us hope that 
we will be with Him for eternity one day. The only way to 
experience true life is by accepting the sacrifice Jesus made on 
the cross.  

So where do we go from here? We trust in the life, death, and 
Resurrection of Jesus, and we live with the hope that one day 
His death will usher us into eternal life! Have you trusted in 
Jesus today? Is your hope truly in Him?
 
Reflection:
How could Isaiah know (700 years before it happened) exactly 
what would happen to Jesus?

Why is it important for us to focus on the death of Jesus when 
everyone else is celebrating His birth?

Fun Fact:  In Germany, Poland, and Ukraine, finding a spider, or 
spider web, on your Christmas tree is believed to be a sign of 
good luck. You’ll even find artificial spiders decorating their 
Christmas trees!
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Day 1 Monday, December 21
Read John 3:16

Christmas is only FOUR DAYS AWAY! This entire month we have 
been focusing on the gifts the wise men brought to Jesus after 
his birth, and in just a few days, boxes and paper will fly as we 
open gifts of our own. Can you remember the gifts given to 
Jesus, and why each was significant? Take a moment and think 
back on what each gift symbolized.

This week we want to shift the focus and look at the gift God 
gave to us. While we have a responsibility to bring God our very 
best, we do this because He gave us His very best. John 3:16 
reminds us that God gave His one and only Son for us. Jesus 
was the first Christmas gift given, and He was provided by the 
Father to a sinful world so that we might be saved. Though the 
wise men brought Jesus the most expensive gifts they could (In 
the first century, there were no finer gifts than gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh), God gave us a far greater gift. He gave us His one 
and only Son. 

If you had been the only person on the planet, it still would have 
taken Jesus to pay the price for your sin. No animal sacrifice 
could permanently atone for sin. The blood of animals in the Old 
Testament was, at best, a temporary covering of sin. That is why 
the sacrifices had to be repeated year after year on the Day of 
Atonement. It took the blood of Jesus to forgive sin forever. 

God did not leave the payment of sin to us because no other 
human can be a perfect sacrifice. Only two men came to this 
earth without sin, Adam, and Jesus. Adam failed the test when 
Satan tempted him. Every person born after Adam became a 
sinner as well. But Jesus, being both God and man, was faced 
with the same test, and He prevailed against sin. He resisted 
temptation and sin, which made Him the perfect sacrifice. Jesus 
took on humanity and regained for us what our sin had lost. He 
.   
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is the gift that keeps on giving

Reflection: 
Is what you are living for today, worth Jesus coming to earth and 
dying for? 

Fun Fact:  Today you can visit the Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem where historians say Jesus was born.  There is a 
fourteen point silver star embedded in white marble which marks 
the ‘exact spot Jesus was born.’

.

Christmas is only FOUR DAYS AWAY! This entire month we have 
been focusing on the gifts the wise men brought to Jesus after 
his birth, and in just a few days, boxes and paper will fly as we 
open gifts of our own. Can you remember the gifts given to 
Jesus, and why each was significant? Take a moment and think 
back on what each gift symbolized.

This week we want to shift the focus and look at the gift God 
gave to us. While we have a responsibility to bring God our very 
best, we do this because He gave us His very best. John 3:16 
reminds us that God gave His one and only Son for us. Jesus 
was the first Christmas gift given, and He was provided by the 
Father to a sinful world so that we might be saved. Though the 
wise men brought Jesus the most expensive gifts they could (In 
the first century, there were no finer gifts than gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh), God gave us a far greater gift. He gave us His one 
and only Son. 

If you had been the only person on the planet, it still would have 
taken Jesus to pay the price for your sin. No animal sacrifice 
could permanently atone for sin. The blood of animals in the Old 
Testament was, at best, a temporary covering of sin. That is why 
the sacrifices had to be repeated year after year on the Day of 
Atonement. It took the blood of Jesus to forgive sin forever. 

God did not leave the payment of sin to us because no other 
human can be a perfect sacrifice. Only two men came to this 
earth without sin, Adam, and Jesus. Adam failed the test when 
Satan tempted him. Every person born after Adam became a 
sinner as well. But Jesus, being both God and man, was faced 
with the same test, and He prevailed against sin. He resisted 
temptation and sin, which made Him the perfect sacrifice. Jesus 
took on humanity and regained for us what our sin had lost. He 
.   

36



Day 2 Tuesday, December 22
Read John 1

This week we are talking about the ultimate gift ever given! “For 
God so loved the world that He GAVE his one and only son, that 
whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.” 
What a Christmas gift – Jesus!

God’s Son is Emmanuel, which means God with us!  This concept 
is one of the most challenging to wrap our minds around. Jesus 
is 100% God and 100% man. Once again, God’s ways and 
thoughts are so much greater than our own. Even though He is 
so much bigger than we can imagine, faith believes what we 
cannot see!  

As a man, Jesus left behind His majesty and became a human 
baby that required the same care all babies do. As a boy, Jesus 
probably scraped His knees, did chores, and maybe was picked 
last for a team.  He felt the same pain physically and emotionally 
that we feel. As an adult, we know that Jesus faced temptations 
because the Bible talks about them.  

Did you know that Satan tempted Jesus for forty straight days in 
the wilderness? Read Matthew 4. Most of us would have turned 
the stones to bread IF we had the power. Read Hebrews 4:15. 
When life gets tough, Jesus understands. What is a weakness 
that tempts you? Think about a struggle you may have with 
anger, jealousy, judging, revenge, or selfishness! Hebrews says 
Jesus can sympathize with our weaknesses and was tempted in 
the same way! 

Being human must have hurt the worst at the end of Jesus’ life 
here on earth. Not only was Jesus beaten, but He wore a crown 
of thorns, had nails pierced into His hands and feet, and felt the 
rejection of everyone watching. “He came to His own, and they 
received Him not.” (John 1). Jesus has felt the pain we feel.  
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The greatest gift ever given is Jesus “who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in Heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  
(Philippians 2:6-11)

Reflection:  
How do you think Jesus must have felt when He left Heaven to 
become a person like us?

When you think of Jesus, do you think of Him more as God, or 
as man?  Why?

Did you know that the greatest gift you could ever give to God is 
the gift of your heart? If you have never done so, would you 
consider giving your heart to Him today by accepting the gift 
Jesus came to bring us?
  
Fun Fact:  Bethlehem is also the place where Rachel was buried.  
You might remember Rachel as the favorite wife of Jacob, the 
grandson of Abraham.
 
 

.
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Day 3 Wednesday, December 23
 Read Luke 2:25–32

Why did the world did not worship Jesus? He was the one they 
had been promised, the one they were waiting for. So why were 
the only worshippers at his coming; a few shepherds called in 
from the fields by angels, an old priest waiting to die, and wise 
men from far away? Even at the end of His life, why were his 
followers the only worshippers to be found?

I think the answer might be that they were expecting something 
di�erent. Yes, God’s people had been promised a messiah, a 
rescuer, but they assumed they knew what that meant. They 
were looking for a powerful earthly king, someone who would 
free them from the Roman empire. Instead, they got a baby.

Have you ever not received what you wanted for Christmas? You 
wanted a bike, but you got socks. Okay, let’s not be so dramatic. 
You wanted a bike and got a skateboard. You wanted a necklace 
and got a purse. You wanted an Xbox and got a PlayStation. 
Many times when we do not receive what we want, we cannot 
see the value in what we did receive. A skateboard is a lot of fun 
to ride. A purse does a great job of carrying things and looks 
nice. A PlayStation has great games, just maybe not the one you 
were hoping to play. 

The same thing may have been true for the Israelites in the first 
century. Because they expected the Messiah to be something 
di�erent, they missed the value in the Christ who came. Because 
they expected him to be an earthly power, they missed the divine 
among them. Maybe because they expected an adult king, they 
missed the baby. Even when he had grown, had shown them 
who he was, had taught them, performed miracles, most of them 
still did not see because he was leading them toward a di�erent 
kind of kingdom. He was about personal sacrifice, not a political 
revolution.
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God gave the greatest gift, but most people missed it because 
they were looking for something else. Honestly, most people 
probably miss it today as well. Entire marketing firms are 
attempting to convince you what this Christmas is about, but all 
the busyness and commotion around Christmas cannot make 
you miss Jesus. Even in His own time, Simeon recognized God’s 
gift.  

“For my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in 
the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to your people Israel.”  (Luke 2:30–32 ESV)

What are you expecting this Christmas? On what are you 
focused? What are you looking for? Jesus may be di�erent than 
what you were expecting, but He is there to be found and 
worshipped this Christmas.
 
Reflection: 
What do you expect an encounter with Jesus to look like this 
Christmas?
 
Are you willing to meet Him and see Him di�erently?

Fun Fact:  Did you know on average, three Christmas trees are 
planted to replace each one harvested.
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Day 4 Thursday, December 24
Read John 1:12

Well, it’s the day before the big day. The anticipation has been 
building, the decorations growing, the gifts are taken care of, and 
family is on their way. We will soon get to experience joy and 
laughter together on what many believe is the greatest day of 
the year. My prayer is that this time reminds you of all the great 
gifts you have received from our heavenly Father. 

This Christmas Eve, amid the hustle and bustle, let's refocus our 
hearts on the incredible gift of Jesus Christ. John lays it out well 
in verse 12, and he’s pretty direct in reminding us all where our 
salvation comes from. Making you a child of God is something 
only God Himself can do. What John says is nothing new. This 
same truth is spoken in Isaiah repeatedly.  Isaiah 45:17 tells us, 
“But Israel is saved by the Lord with everlasting salvation: you 
shall not be put to shame or confounded for all eternity.” 

The Bible tells us that all who believe are God’s children by faith 
and heirs according to promise (Gal 3:29). It also tells us we are 
made free by the Son, that’s Jesus (John 8:36). Since the Bible 
tells us that salvation can only come from the Lord, we know that 
he is lord over salvation. That means no one can take that away
from Him. 

Gone are the days where we seek to find our worth in our 
actions. There is nothing we could ever do that would make us 
good enough for God. All we can do is accept the gift of Jesus in 
faith, and that alone makes us good enough in God’s eyes. We 
find our worth in the actions and love of Jesus, and it all started 
with the baby lying in a manger.

Today, take a moment to reflect. Step back out of the noise and 
step forward into God’s promises. The Creator of the universe 
chooses you, and Jesus left His throne in Heaven to redeem you 

41



through the cross. As we enter into Christmas day, remember 
that when God so loved the world, He was loving you. Now that 
is something to celebrate!

Reflection:
How does Jesus bring life to us?

What does it mean to become a child of God? How does the 
Bible say we become children of God? (John 1: 12)

Fun Fact: Candy canes have an ulterior motive!  Legend says the 
candy cane was first made by a German choirmaster to keep 
children quiet during  Christmas church services.
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Day 5 Friday, December 25
Read John 14: 8-11

Merry Christmas!  The excitement, anticipation, and planning that 
go into today are unlike any other day of the year, and it is finally 
here. It truly is the greatest day of the year for many people, and 
we hope you are having an incredible day! Along with the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus, there are also many distractions.  
Distractions are not always bad things, but they can focus our 
attention away from what is best. What are some distractions 
you have seen this Christmas season? Many times, the most 
wonderful time of the year becomes the busiest time of the year.  
We have shopping, Santa letters, school parties, and Christmas 
light watching. We fill our time with so many things that we often 
forget what today is all about.  

As you contemplate the Bible stories outlining the birth of Jesus, 
take a minute to close your eyes and imagine the night that 
Jesus was born. Was it dark, cold, and quiet, or were the stars 
shining bright in the worship of Jesus? What did Jesus do as a 
baby? Did he cry, or was he perfectly quiet? What did Jesus look 
like? What do you think Mary must have been thinking as she 
looked at her child for the first time and knew He was the Son of 
God? If you stop and think about that night, you probably have a 
lot of questions as well.

In John 14, Jesus tells us that when we see Him, we see the 
Father. Does that mean God looks like Jesus? While that may 
seem like His point, Jesus was reminding the disciples that He 
and God the Father are one. Even though the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit are di�cult to understand, Jesus was reminding us 
they are all ONE God, and Jesus was just as much God as any of 
them. They all three share a divine nature.  So often, we think of 
the Father as the old part of God that gets mad and wants to 
punish us for everything we do wrong. 

Jesus’ message to His disciples tells a di�erent story. It reminds 
us that when Jesus is gracious and kind, He’s showing us this is 
who God is. When Jesus forgives, we should remember that God 
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the Father, is forgiving. Everything we see in the life of Jesus is 
equally true of God the Father, and that’s an incredible reminder 
to us of how loving and good God truly is! John 14 tells us Jesus 
and God the Father have the same personality and character, and 
it’s a beautiful reminder that God is for us, and God is WITH us! 

When you think about Jesus, what is the first thing that comes to 
your mind? Is that the first thing that comes to mind when you 
think about God?

When Jesus was born in that manger on Christmas day, He came 
to show us who God is. He came to build a bridge between God 
and us that sin had tried to destroy. When you think of Jesus 
today, think about the Father and the Holy Spirit. Think about the 
plan that God made to forgive us of our sins and His cost to 
adopt us into His family.  

When we see Jesus, we see God. It is incredible to know that 
God cared so much that He came to live and die among us so 
that one day we can live with Him? That is what Christmas is all 
about; Emmanuel – God with us. Wherever you are at today, God 
loves you. He wants you to know Him better and knowing God 
happens by knowing Jesus..

Reflection:
When you think about God, do you think about God as one, or 
three, individuals?

Is it encouraging to you to know that God and Jesus are just 
alike? Why/why not?

Fun Fact:  Did you know that Jingle Bells was originally written in 
1857 for Thanksgiving and not Christmas? It is also the first song 
to ever be broadcast from space.
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