
September 2020 

 

 

Stay connected with Advent 

during this time of social dis-

tancing! 

 

We post our Sunday worship 

on YouTube and our web-

site.    

Use this link to get to our 

channel.  (or just go to 

YouTube.com and search for 

"Advent Lutheran Church of 

Mill Creek")   

 

We also send out weekly 

email devotions.  If you’d like 

to receive our weekly emails, 

just let us know at churchof-

fice@adventlutheran.net.  

Youth News 

Pg. 5 

Free Little Pantry / Library 

Pg. 7 

Pastor’s Message 

Pg. 2 

 

Stay Connected 

with Advent! 

We're looking forward to: 
 

September 12th - Drive-in car wash for Hygiene, sponsored by Advent 

Youth, 11:00-1:00pm 

 

September 13th - Online Worship goes Live-Stream at 9:30am 

 

September 13th - Drive-Thru "Back to School" Blessing, 11:00-12:00pm 

 

September 20th - 40th Anniversary Drive-To "Fill the Food Bags for the 

Fortieth" and "Fortify Funds", 11:00-12:00pm 

 

October 4th - Drive- Thru/Paw-thru Blessing of Pets, 11:00-12:00pm 

 

More details coming soon! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
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PASTOR 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR 

 
 
 
When fishing in Montana backcountry, I learned to make my presence known by calling out regularly “Hey 
bear bear bear bear!” to avoid any surprise encounters on the trail. 
 
Sometimes though, after being so focused on the stream and the fish and the beauty, I’d become a bit compla-
cent. I’d neglect to call out.  And then sometimes I’d hear a sound, or I’d notice that some chokecherry bushes 
were bent over and emptied. “Those weren’t pulled down when I walked in to the stream, were they?” I’d say 
to myself. How long had I been walking and not paying attention? How long had I been complacent? 
 
“Hey bear bear bear bear!”   
 
Calling out, and paying attention with fresh resolve, helped me to be able to resume my way, to take watchful 
steps forward. 
 

Those who love me, I will deliver;  I will protect those who know my name.   

— Psalm 91:14 
 
I will protect those who know my name,” says God through the psalmist, and we want this to mean we will be 
protected from that which frightens us, that which engulfs us, even when we have become complacent.  
 
I understand the urge to want everything better, to think everything is better.  
But the truth is that we live a more daring challenge: to face the trials that life brings with a confidence that 
God will not let us go.  
 
When we are swept along trails of life, our hand is held firmly. God’s deliverance is not ultimately measured 
by physical safety, but by God’s fidelity to God’s promise that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 8:38-39) 
 
The promise is not that we get to enjoy a safe and comfortable life; the promise is that we get to enjoy the life 
that cannot perish. The promise is that life is not merely calling out into the unknown; it is the joy of a wed-
ding feast overflowing, it is a spring of water bubbling up within, it is five loaves feeding five thousand with 
twelve baskets leftover to share with those who are hungry, it is eyes that have never seen now seeing, and it is 
even Zacchaeus being invited to dinner, it is Lazarus called forth from the grave. 
 
Even in unsettling times. 
 
We journey together in faith, 
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Making the Love of Christ Known 

 

Advent Voice 

is the monthly newsletter of Advent Lutheran Church 

The deadline for articles is the 20th of each month.   
Please submit articles, graphics, and photos to  

churchoffice@AdventLutheran.net 

 

Advent Lutheran Church 

Contact Us:  
4306 132nd St. SE Mill Creek, WA 98012  

Phone: 425-337-5373  

Website: www.adventlutheran.net  

E-mail: churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Worship Schedule  
Online on YouTube - Search “Advent Lutheran Mill 
Creek” 

 

Advent Staff  
Pastor: Scott Postlewait,  

 pastor@adventlutheran.net  

Youth & Family Director:  Bryant Williams 

 cyfc@adventlutheran.net 

Choir Director/Accompanist: Kirsten Lysen 

 kjlysen@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Jennifer Schroeder  

 churchoffice@adventlutheran.net Visitation 

Pastor: G. Lee Kluth 

 kluthgl1969@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper: Kathy Wax 

 bookkeeper@adventlutheran.net 

 

Volunteers  
 

Church Council 

President/Admin:  Kim Hall 

Vice President:  Paul Polewko 

Secretary:  Heather Coon 

Fellowship:  Suzanne Morgan 

Worship:  Cari Krippner 

Youth:  Sue Taylor 

Finance/Stewardship:  Tom Sweeney 

Social Justice/Outreach:  Carla Merisko 

Education:  Ken Krause 

Facilities/Columbarium:  George Howard 

Treasurer:  Karen Young 

Finance Secretary:  Carolyn Johnson 

churchcouncil@adventlutheran.net 

Coordinators 

Lay Pastoral Care Minister:  Jill Bossen 

 prayerrequests@adventlutheran.net 

Open Door Ministries Liaison:  Skip Jolley 

 barneyoat@comcast.net 

Sunday School Coordinator:  Diane Krause    
 sundayschool@adventlutheran.net  

Financial Update 

(through July 31, 2020) 

Total Income            $282,285 

Total Expenses Incl Mtg Principal   272,688 

 Net Income (Loss)             $9,597    

 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

+ For God’s guidance with our congregation’s ministry 

+ For creativity and hope as we step forward as a congre-
gation 

+ For the health and well-being of all in the congregation, 
especially those with special health challenges and those 
who grieve 

+ For our country and world as it negotiates its way 
through division 

+ For courage and strength and faithful witness by Jesus’ 
followers throughout the world 

+ For peace at home and in the world 

 

Choir Update! 

 

If you love singing, 

please join the Advent 

Lutheran Choir! We'll 

meet online at our usual 

time (Thursdays at 7pm) 

for fellowship and re-

hearsal, starting on August 27th. We'll prepare a virtual 

anthem for worship once a month. Email Kirsten at    

kjlysen@gmail.com if you're interested in attending and 

I'll send you an invite. I look forward to singing with 

you!  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
mailto:kjlysen@gmail.com
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Re-opening Task Force Update 

It is September. School is starting. Fall is just around the corner. Autumn is the best time of year to live in 

Washington. The weather usually stays warm. The sun is usually shining, and the sky is generally clear. I love 

fall. I hope you all enjoy the beauty of brightly colored fallen leaves and cool evenings by a fire.  

With autumn just weeks away, we are reminded that we have survived another season of worshiping together 

from a distance. While we are not able to meet in person, there is much happening at Advent. 

Your reopening task force has created a plan for reopening to small groups when the science says we can. 

That plan includes training, cleaning and sanitizing protocols, tracing methods and social distancing 

guidelines.  

A modified memorial service plan has been created to allow families the opportunity to remember loved 

ones who have passed.  

Our second survey has gone out in order to understand what our community needs at this time.  

The new community pantry and book share has been installed. 

The parking lot has been restriped.  

Social distancing dots have been painted on the sidewalks. 

The garden continues to provide fresh produce to those in need. 

Thank you to all who have been a part of keeping Advent active and vibrant, for keeping our vision “Making 

the love of Christ known to all.” at the forefront of our minds.  

While much has been built and harvested this month, we also have a large campus that needs continual upkeep. 

This month we learned that the Fellowship Hall’s HVAC system is very near the end of its useful life. The 

council has decided to move forward with the proposal to replace the system now while there is little traffic in 

the building. This is a large project that will cost $20k-$25k. This is an unexpected, but necessary repair that 

we need to take on now rather than waiting for it to become an emergency during the cold weather. If you 

would like to help Advent offset the cost of this major repair please send your contribution to Advent with a 

note indicating how you would like your funds used (i.e. Memo: HVAC repair). Any amount would help and is 

greatly appreciated.  

Thank you to our entire Advent family for your continued prayers, contributions, support and love. We will get 

through this challenging time together and we will thrive.  

Blessings,  

Kim Hall 

Are you handy around the house?  Able to make minor repairs to your own 
home?  The facilities committee is looking for some help with some projects 

around the church.  Advent has a large campus and it takes a number of people to 
keep it looking nice and in good repair.  You can join the group, or you can be on 
call.  If you are able and willing to help contact Pastor Scott,                             

pastor@adventlutheran.net or Mark Thiele, thielemb@gmail.com.   

mailto:pastor@adventlutheran.net
mailto:thielemb@gmail.com


 September 2020  5 

 

HS Youth Group Upcoming Events 

  With protocols and safety measures taken, we will be 

coming back together for in-person Youth Group.  We 

will meet each Sunday and will enjoy time together, 

from a safe distance and with masks. 

  Our Youth Group time is open to all incoming 9th 

grade students through just graduated seniors. Please 

make sure you have your mask with you. 

Sunday, Sept 6th—No Youth Group (Labor Day 

Weekend) 

Saturday, Sept 12—Car Wash for Hygiene 

Info for Youth! 

Set Up: 10am   Tear Down: 1:15pm 

Youth sign up online through SignUp Genius! 

Sunday, Sept 13th— Youth Group 

Time: 7-8:30pm Place: Advent Park 

Sunday, Sept 20th— Youth Group 

Time: 7-8:30pm Place: Advent Park 

Sunday, Sept 27th—Youth Group Movie Night 

Time: 7:30pm  Place: Near A Building 

Coffee Wednesday Continues                    

Every Wednesday from 3-5pm         

 Where? “Advent Park” 

Bryant will be continuing his Coffee Wednesdays in the 

park this school year!  We will be meeting outside near 

the firepit.  Bring your favorite drink and come, enjoy the 

sunshine (hopefully), and play some games while we 

catch up and stay at a safe physical distance. 

As per our new policy, you will need to have a mask to 

wear and if you don’t have 

one we will provide one for 

you. Also, you will want to 

bring your own chair or 

blanket to sit on or you 

can just enjoy the feeling 

of grass between your 

toes. 

We look forward to seeing you Wednesdays for Coffee! 

Car Wash for Hygiene 

Saturday, Sept 12th from 11am-1pm 

Bring your car, get it washed, and help sup-

port us buying hygiene products for the Ever-

ett Gospel Mission.  100% of all proceeds will 

help our high school youth to procure things 

like toothpaste, deodorant, and diapers to help 

both the Men’s shelter and the Women and 

Children shelter of the Mission. 

You can pay whatever you want and know that 

you are helping bring hope to our homeless 

brothers and sisters here in Everett and 

Snohomish County. 

Have extra toothpaste, diapers, or deodorant? 

You can drop it off as well and we will get it to 

the mission! 

Thank you for your    

support of our 

youth and their   

effort to help the    

Everett Gospel   

Mission during this 

time. 

From the Desk of the Youth & Family 

Minister 

As we begin a new, unique, and interesting 

school year our Youth & Family team and our 

High School students are actively thinking 

about how we can connect with all our fami-

lies. 

Know that we are praying for you all.  We 

cannot wait until we can all be together again, 

but until then our team is putting our creative 

caps on and thinking of ways to care for each 

other. 

We hope you are staying safe, and we look 

forward to when we can all be smiling togeth-

er again! 

God’s Peace, 

Bryant Williams 
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A Note from Pastor Scott about In-Person Worship 

 

Advent Lutheran Church is a congregation where the love of Christ is shared with our neighbor. We are a 

congregation that understands and celebrates the Good News of Christ, the proclamation of Grace, and the 

living out of faith in concrete ways. 

 

Last week’s announcement that we will NOT regather for in-person worship for the remainder of 2020 is in 

some ways expected, but it still comes with a heaviness and a sense of sadness. 

 

When it became clear that we needed to close our campus and move to online worship, I was hoping that we 

would be able to re-gather by the Day of Pentecost at the end of May, and I began to plan a worship service 

centering on the words from the reading from Acts for that day: "When the day of Pentecost had come, they 

were all together in one place." Acts 2:1 

 

In hindsight, that plan was certainly overly optimistic.  

 

During these months, we have felt the loss of not being able to live out our faith in the ways to which we are 

accustomed. In that loss, however, we continue to focus on ways that we can continue to live out our faith as 

a congregation, and how we can ensure that we remain connected. 

 

Your staff and volunteer leadership here at Advent are continuing to find different and creative ways that we 

can be the embodied presence of Christ for our community. For now, however, that cannot include in-person 

worship. 

 

In Matthew's Gospel, we read: "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid." Matthew 

5:14 

 

As we seek to care for the most vulnerable among us, please keep this image from Matthew in front of you. 

In the days and weeks to come, remember these words as together we seek to live out our faith.  What new 

ways will we find to share the love of Christ with our neighbor? What opportunities will arise as we seek to 

be Church in a disjointed world? 

 

As we navigate these challenging times together, I give thanks for your patience, for your "virtual" attend-

ance, and for your generous gifts of time, and resources, and creativity, and support, so that when we eventu-

ally return, we will be stronger in presence and in faith. Together, we will get through this time. 

 

Thank you for your prayers, and know that you are in my prayers at the same time. 

 

Glad to be on the journey with you, 

Pastor Scott Postlewait  
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"The Women’s Ministry events previously 

announced are postponed until further    
notice.  They will be rescheduled as soon 
as possible.  Watch for future dates and 

times!”  

 

Beyond the Book club decided 
last fall to leave the October and 
November slots open with the titles 
to be decided on during the 
year.  We’ve just finished voting on 
the prospective titles and our addi-
tional titles are: 
 

October - The Kurdish Bike by Alesa Lightbourne 
 
November - The Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim 
Michelle Richardson 
 
December - Meet Me at the Museum by Anne Youngson 
 
We had a tie vote for the November slot so we decided to 
read one in December as well!  So many good books out 
there. 

Something new has arrived at Advent! 

Have you ever seen one of those little neighborhood free libraries?  Where 
there is a little elevated bookcase of some kind and folks are invited to take 
a book or two and/or leave a book or two?  What about the little pantries?  
They are modeled on that same idea but folks are invited to take a non-
perishable food item or two and leave one or two for others, if they can.  
See what Northlake Lutheran has done recently by clicking on this link:  

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Spirit-Stories---Little-Pantry.html?
soid=1102207044814&aid=zekO3QF0jXE 

Here at Advent we decided to merge the two into one structure and provide 
both services to our community!  The Council approved our plan, Richard 

Bizier has built combination library and food shelves and it has 
been installed outside on the east side of the Fellowship hall.  
Drive by and check it out!   

Soon we will need some helpers to keep it running smoothly.  
Until the church facilities are open again, a few of us will make 
sure the shelves stay stocked.  After the buildings are more ac-
cessible, more volunteers will be needed to monitor both food 
and book supplies.  We will also need donations of non-
perishable food and grocery items.  Those can be kept in our 
food bank wooden chest until needed so future food drives will 
fill that up with the remainder going to a local food bank.  We 
can also use more children’s books of all kinds to add to our 
large number of books for adults. 

 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Spirit-Stories---Little-Pantry.html?soid=1102207044814&aid=zekO3QF0jXE
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Spirit-Stories---Little-Pantry.html?soid=1102207044814&aid=zekO3QF0jXE


4306 132nd Street S.E. 
Mill Creek, WA  98012 

www.adventlutheran.net 
425-337-5373 

Follow us on  
Facebook  

 VOICE 

The Garden of Giving is going strong with great      
harvests of veggies for the Snohomish Food Bank. A 
team of dedicated volunteers are busy harvest-
ing, watering and weeding each Monday. The rabbits 
have moved on to some other garden, leaving the gar-
den to us. Come, take a walk through your garden and 
find the special black tomatoes or the ground cherries.  


