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Peter’s Dream — 97

Lesson 
  At-A-Glance

Scripture Reference 
Acts 11:1-18

Lectionary Sunday/ 
Church Season 
Easter 5

Lesson Focus 
God welcomes everyone!

Gather (10 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

Arrival Time
Kids draw unusual animals and do an Activity 
Page.

Activity Pages Pencils, markers, paper

Circle Time
Kids do a welcome clap, review the lectionary 
season, and talk about special foods.

Leaflet Whiteboard, dry-erase markers

Prayer Time
Kids pray an echo prayer.

None None

Open the Bible (15 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

Peter’s Dream Storytelling
Leader or kid reads aloud from the Spark Story 
Bible, and leader and kids create a yarn net as 
they retell the story.

Spark Story Bibles Big ball of yarn, animal pictures 
made during Arrival Time

Peter’s Animal Dream
Kids use animal sounds and actions as they 
review the story.

Leaflets, Lesson Stickers None

Welcome to My Church
Kids write about and draw their church.

Leaflets Pencils, whiteboard, dry-erase 
markers

Peter’s Dream
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98 — Peter’s Dream

Lesson 
  At-A-Glance

Visit www.sparksundayschool.org for more Spark content! Watch a short Lesson Prep Video that will 
prepare you and give you confidence to explore this Bible story with the kids you are leading. You will also 

find four downloadable resources for this lesson: an Activity Page, a Family Page, and two additional in-class 
activities.

Activate Faith (15 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

Critter Code
Kids solve a code that reveals God’s message to 
Peter.

Leaflets Pencils

Food Rules
Kids learn about different dietary rules.

Leaflets None

Welcome Everybody!
Kids create a collage mural.

None Magazines, glue sticks, mural 
paper, scissors, markers, masking 
tape

Send (5 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

Good-bye Time
Kids select what they will do at home this week 
and share a good-bye handshake.

Leaflets Pencils, scissors

Prayer Time
Kids pray for friends to welcome to church.

Family Pages None 
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Spark Resources
Leaflet 

Supplies
Whiteboard
Dry-erase markers

Spark Resources
Activity Pages

Supplies
Pencils
Markers
Paper

Gather (10 minutes)

Arrival Time
Set out copies of the Activity Page for this lesson and pencils on a table, and 
markers and paper in another area.

What is your favorite animal? Why? Pause to let kids answer, and share your own 
responses. Now spend a moment and think about the strangest animal you have 
ever seen in real life. It may be in a zoo, in a park, or in your yard. Tell us about 
this animal. Invite everyone to respond. Now draw a picture of this animal. Add all 
the little details like stripes, spots, wings, legs, teeth, and any other detail that 
makes your animal strange. In today’s Bible story, Peter has a dream about lots 
and lots of strange animals. We’re going to use your animals later to do a Bible 
story review. Collect the drawings and set them aside.

Invite kids to do the Activity Page. When all kids have arrived, invite them to join 
you in a circle or small group.

Circle Time
Let’s say hi to everyone today. God welcomes everyone into the family of God! 
Let’s do a welcome clap for each person in our class! Pat your hands on your lap 
twice; then clap your hands once. Demonstrate and practice these actions until 
everyone is in rhythm together. Keep the pat-pat-clap rhythm going, but now, add 
a kid’s name when you clap your hands. (Examples: pat-pat-“KATIE!” and pat-
pat-“TOM!”) Every time we clap our hands, we’ll say the name of someone here 
today. Let’s start with name of kid today. Repeat the pattern until each person’s 
name has been spoken. End with: pat-pat-Welcome!

If the kids in your class tried the Faith on the Go! activities from last week’s leaflet, 
be sure to invite kids to share what they did. Ask everyone how they showed love 
to someone or helped another person during the last week.

Hold up the leaflet and point to the lectionary symbol and date under the lesson 
title. Let’s look at the front of our leaflet. What church season is it? (Easter) 
Yes, today is the fifth Sunday in Easter. It’s good to know that we can celebrate 
Easter and Jesus’ new life for lots of Sundays. Let’s look closely at the three little 
symbols. What does the empty tomb remind us of? (When the women went to the 
tomb, they found that Jesus’ body was gone and that God had raised him to a new life.) 
What does the cross remind us of? (Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of our 
sins.) And what about the egg? (Jesus’ new life, like a little chick that hatches out of its 
shell.) During the church season of Easter, we keep on celebrating Jesus’ new life.
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Spark Resources
Spark Story Bibles

Supplies
Big ball of yarn
Animal pictures made during 

Arrival Time

Spark Resources
None

Supplies
None

Today we drew pictures of the strangest animal we have ever seen, and your 
pictures will be part of the Bible story. But we still need another part. And this is 
a special food that your family either makes or eats together. Think about your 
Christmas and Easter celebrations and maybe summer picnics. When you have 
decided, tell me, and I’ll write down your name and your food. If someone has 
the same one, think of another one. Begin by writing down one food that is special 
in your family. Be sure all kids contribute a response. Look at all of the different 
foods that you like to eat! In today’s Bible story, we’ll hear about lots of different 
foods that people eat.

Prayer Time
In this prayer, I’d like you to repeat my words.

Thank you, God,
For carrots and broccoli,
And all of the people who like to eat them.
Thank you, God,
For spaghetti and meatballs,
Turkey and mashed potatoes,
And all of the people who like to eat them.
Thank you, God,
For birthday cake and ice cream,
Fried eggs and fried fish,
Macaroni and cheese,
And all the people who like to eat them.
Amen.

Open the Bible (15 minutes)

Peter’s Dream Storytelling
Today we are going to hear a story about Peter. Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples. 
He had been traveling to share the happy story of Jesus. But he was only telling 
his own people, the Jews, about Jesus. God wanted Peter to tell everyone about 
Jesus, not just the Jews. These other people were called Gentiles. God wanted 
all people to know that they were welcome in God’s family. Let’s listen to the 
story to find out the special way God gave this message to Peter.

Pass out the Spark Story Bibles and invite everyone to find Peter’s Dream, on pages 
526–527. Wait until all kids have found the story, assisting those who may need 
help. Encourage kids to follow along as you read or ask for a volunteer to read.
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Give kids their drawings, and have them spread out all over the class area. When 
I call the name of your animal, make your animal sound, move like your animal, 
return to the circle, and give your animal to me. Call out the name of each kid’s 
animal. After the circle has formed again, get the ball of yarn. You’re going to help 
me weave a dream net to hold the animals in Peter’s dream. Hold on to the end 
of the yarn, and throw the ball of yarn to a kid across the circle from you. Have the 
kid continue to hold the yarn, while throwing the ball to another kid. Repeat until 
everyone has had at least one turn and yarn has crisscrossed the circle to make a 
net.

Now, let’s retell our Bible story. Repeat each line after me:

Peter told the Jews about Jesus.
That was a good thing.
But God wanted Peter to tell everyone,
Gentiles, too.
Everyone was welcome in God’s family.
So God sent Peter this dream.
Peter saw a net full of animals. (Place drawings in the yarn net.)
Jews ate some of the animals. (Gently bounce the drawings.)
Gentiles ate others. (Continue bouncing the drawings.)
God told Peter,
“Both kinds of animals are okay to eat.”
Peter wondered what God was telling him.
Then he figured it out.
God was saying
all people were part of God’s family.
Hurray for God! God welcomes all people,
and we can welcome all people, too!

Have a brief conversation about the story. Ask the kids these questions:

1. How did God speak to Peter? (God spoke in a dream.)

2. What was God trying to tell Peter by telling him to eat all kinds of animals? 
(Everyone is welcome in God’s family.)

3. How can you welcome people to God’s family? Affirm all responses.
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Spark Resources
Leaflets
Lesson Stickers

Supplies
None

Peter’s Animal Dream
If kids are not already seated at a table, move to one for the next activity. Give each 
kid a leaflet.

Look at the Bible story picture on the first page of the leaflet. We can see most 
of the animals in Peter’s dream. Which one is missing? (pig) Hand out stickers to 
kids. Use the sticker to finish the picture of animals in Peter’s dream.

If Peter heard each of the animals in his dream, what sounds would he have 
heard? Do you know what sounds those animals make? Are there any animals 
in the picture that don’t make any sound at all? Let’s make each of the animal 
sounds we know. Point to each of the animals pictured, and invite one or more kids 
to make the sound of that animal. Pick your favorite animal sound. When I hold 
my hand up, make your sounds together. When I put my hand down, it will be 
time to stop making the sound.

If the animals in this picture were in a video instead of a printed picture, what 
would be happening? (They would be moving.) How do each of these animals 
move? Point to each of the animals pictured and invite one or more kids to move 
like that animal. Pick your favorite animal motion. When I hold my hand up, move 
together. When I put my hand down, it will be time to stop moving. It would have 
been very hard for Peter to sleep if all of those animals were moving and making 
sounds at the same time!

Let’s look at the bottom of this page and read about where we can find this story 
in the Bible.

Today’s Bible story, Peter’s Dream, is from the book of Acts. Acts tells the story 
of the 12 apostles. The word apostle means “messenger with a special mission.” 
The apostles traveled far and wide to teach everyone about Jesus and start new 
churches.

Now look at the bottom of the third page in your leaflet. It has the same words 
that we just read, but it’s missing some important words. Use the word stickers 
to fill in the blanks. Which word do you think goes where? (apostle, everyone, 
Jesus) After attaching the stickers, read the statements together.

If you are interested in teaching your kids a Bible memory verse from the story, use 
this one. Teach it to them by inviting them to echo what you say, one phrase at a 
time.

The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them 
and us. Acts 11:12



Peter’s Dream — 103Grades 1-2 Lectionary Leader Guide. Spark™ Sunday School © 2010 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. May not be reproduced.

Spark Resources
Leaflets

Supplies
None

Spark Resources
Leaflets

Supplies
Pencils

Spark Resources
Leaflets

Supplies
Pencils
Whiteboard
Dry-erase markers

Welcome to My Church
Invite kids to open to the second page of their leaflets. The message that God gave 
to Peter is for us, too. God wants us to welcome everyone into God’s family. We 
can welcome people in God’s family to our church.

What is the name of our church? Does anyone know what letters are in the 
name? Write your church’s name on the whiteboard so kids can copy each letter.

What is our pastor’s name(s)? What letters are in his or her name? Write your 
pastor’s name(s) on the whiteboard so kids can copy each letter.

Now that you’ve written our church’s name and the pastor’s name(s), you get 
to draw a picture of what our church looks like. Then you can show this page 
to someone you want to invite to come to church with you. God welcomes 
everyone, and we can, too!

Activate Faith (15 minutes) 

Critter Code
Let’s look at the third page of the leaflet. Peter’s dream from God was filled with 
lots of animals. But God’s message wasn’t about animals. Solve the code to find 
out what God’s message was really about. Read aloud the sentences at the top of 
the page, or have a volunteer read them. Let’s name all of the animals in our code. 
(ant, cow, elephant, lion, monkey, owl, raccoon, walrus) Work with a friend to solve 
the code. Give the kids time to complete the activity. Read the message aloud. (All 
are welcome in God’s family!)

Food Rules
Turn to the back page of your leaflets. People in different places of the world 
eat food that might be different from the food we eat. Some people can’t eat 
certain foods because they are allergic to them. Other people follow rules of 
their religions, called dietary rules, that don’t allow people to eat certain kinds 
of foods at all or certain kinds of foods on certain days. Let’s find out what some 
of these food rules are.

Have volunteers take turns reading aloud about different religious food rules. No 
matter what foods people do or don’t eat, all people are part of God’s family.
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Spark Resources
Leaflets

Supplies
Pencils
Scissors

Spark Resources
None

Supplies
Magazines
Glue sticks
Mural paper
Scissors
Markers
Masking tape

Welcome Everybody!
Tape the mural paper to a tabletop. In the center of the paper, write “Welcome 
Everybody!” in large outlined letters that kids can color. Peter told the other 
Christians about God’s message: Everybody was welcome in God’s family. We’re 
going to make a big piece of art about our Bible story. What do these words say? 
(Welcome Everybody!) I’m going to need some of you to color in these letters in 
bright colors. I need others of you to cut out magazine pictures of all different 
kinds of people and glue those on the mural. Finally, all of us will add our names 
and a picture of our faces to the mural, because we all belong to God’s family! 

Send (5 minutes)

Good-bye Time
Thank you for coming to class today. We learned about Peter’s animal dream 
and how God sent him this message: Absolutely everyone is welcome in God’s 
family. We can welcome people and invite them to be part of God’s family, too! 
God welcomes everyone!

Direct attention to the back of the Faith on the Go! slip on the bottom of the back 
page of the leaflet, and have the kids fill in the blanks with the name of someone 
they want to give this slip to, their own name, and today’s date. Encourage them 
to mark one or more of the ideas or add their own. Have kids cut the slip off on the 
line, ready to give to someone else. 

After class, give this slip to someone you want to do the activity with. It’s like a 
coupon for time with you. Next week, we can tell each other what we did to share 
God’s love and remember our Bible story!

Let’s stand in a circle and share a special class handshake! Join hands and follow 
me. Swing hands forward and back as you say, Good-bye, good-bye, good-bye, 
my friends. Lift hands up in the air. God bless you ‘til we meet again! Repeat the 
handshake with these words: Good-bye, good-bye, good-bye, my friends. God’s 
love for you will never end.
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Spark Resources
Family Pages

Supplies
None

Prayer Time
In Peter’s Dream, God told Peter that he should welcome everyone. Let’s say a 
prayer thanking God for our friends whom we can welcome to church school. I’m 
going to start, and then each of you can name a friend you can invite to join our 
class.

Dear God, 
Thank you for all the wonderful friends that you have given us. 
We thank you for (go around the group and invite each kid to name a friend). 
This week, help us to remember to invite a friend to come to church school with 
us. 
We love you, God! 
Amen.

Be sure to send the leaflets, Family Pages, and animal pictures home with kids, 
dismissing them as appropriate.




