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Stay connected with Advent 

during this time of social dis-

tancing! 

 

We post our Sunday worship 

on YouTube and our web-

site.    

Use this link to get to our 

channel.  (or just go to 

YouTube.com and search for 

"Advent Lutheran Church of 

Mill Creek")   

 

We also send out weekly 

email devotions.  If you’d like 

to receive our weekly emails, 

just let us know at churchof-

fice@adventlutheran.net.  

Youth News 

Pg. 5 

Christmas Basket Update 

Pg. 4 

Pastor’s Message 

Pg. 2 

 

Stay Connected 

with Advent! 

We're looking forward to: 
 
November 1st - All Saints Sunday and Christmas Baskets Fundraiser     
11:00-1:00pm 

November 22nd - Christ the King Sunday 
The last Sunday of the church year, celebrating the Christ who reigns as 
Lord of all, anticipating that day when all things are made new.   
 
November 26 - Online Thanksgiving Day Worship 

November 29 - The First Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, November 1st! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
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PASTOR 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR 

 
The first congregation I served as pastor was in rural Nebraska. It was a German Lutheran congregation started 
in the 1800’s that had given up its German language worship because of World War 1. East of us a couple of 
miles were two Danish Lutheran churches. Yes, two Danish Lutheran Churches blocks apart in a tiny town 
because they reflected two different strains of Lutheran theology. Down the road a couple of miles in the op-
posite direction was a Swedish Lutheran Congregation. North of us a couple of miles as a Norwegian Lutheran 
congregation. 
 
Separated by language and theology and custom, these congregations at one time had nothing to do with each 
other. Over time they gradually warmed to the idea of serving the same Lord, but they still maintained very 
distinct, separate communities, and participated in joint service events with care. It always came across to me 
as a divisiveness with good humor, but a divisiveness all the same. 
 
As we begin the month of November, our readings remind us that gathered around the throne of God are peo-
ple of every nation, tribe, and language. The followers of Jesus lived with divisiveness, but through Christ rec-
ognized that Samaritans were welcome and eunuchs were welcome, and that God insisted they break bread 
with Gentiles. Every nation, tribe, and language. Our readings remind us that God is the god of all. And we are 
many peoples who gather together as one people. 
 
When we gather to worship, we are joining the chorus of heaven that declares that God is our salvation not any 
human ruler. We are joining the chorus of heaven that declares that God is the God of all people. We are join-
ing the chorus of heaven that gathers us as one people – all that divides the human community is washed away 
in Christ. 
 
What is it that divides us? Is it not our sin that divides us? Does it not all come back to our fears and misunder-
standings and projections and assumptions? It is washed away in Christ. 
 
And in these readings we are reminded that the One who is seated on the throne is the lamb: the lamb who was 
slain but lives. The lamb who was sacrificed to save the world from bondage but was made alive again. The 
lamb who was sacrificed to save Isaac from the knife. The lamb who is the good shepherd who laid down his 
life for the sheep. The lamb who is the good shepherd, who brings us to lie down in good pasture and leads us 
beside still waters. The lamb who stands at the beginning and end of time and makes all things new. The lamb 
who is the world’s true lord, reigning not by power and the sword but by grace and truth – who opens blind 
eyes, who heals the sick, who gathers the outcast and reconciles the divided. The one who welcomes sinners to 
his table, and washes away our sins in the font. The one who is our light and our life, now and forever. 
 
I am glad to read these reminders alongside you this month, and glad to be on the journey with you. 
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Making the Love of Christ Known 

 

Advent Voice 

is the monthly newsletter of Advent Lutheran Church 

The deadline for articles is the 20th of each month.   
Please submit articles, graphics, and photos to  

churchoffice@AdventLutheran.net 

 

Advent Lutheran Church 

Contact Us:  
4306 132nd St. SE Mill Creek, WA 98012  

Phone: 425-337-5373  

Website: www.adventlutheran.net  

E-mail: churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Worship Schedule  
Online on YouTube - Search “Advent Lutheran Mill 
Creek” 

 

Advent Staff  
Pastor: Scott Postlewait,  

 pastor@adventlutheran.net  

Youth & Family Director:  Bryant Williams 

 cyfc@adventlutheran.net 

Choir Director/Accompanist: Kirsten Lysen 

 kjlysen@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Jennifer Schroeder  

 churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Visitation Pastor: G. Lee Kluth 

 kluthgl1969@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper: Kathy Wax 

 bookkeeper@adventlutheran.net 

 

Volunteers  
 

Church Council 

President/Admin:  Kim Hall 

Vice President:  Paul Polewko 

Secretary:  Heather Coon 

Fellowship:  Suzanne Morgan 

Worship:  Cari Krippner 

Youth:  Sue Taylor 

Finance/Stewardship:  Tom Sweeney 

Social Justice/Outreach:  Carla Merisko 

Education:  Ken Krause 

Facilities/Columbarium:  George Howard 

Treasurer:  Karen Young 

Finance Secretary:  Carolyn Johnson 

churchcouncil@adventlutheran.net 

Coordinators 

Lay Pastoral Care Minister:  Jill Bossen 

 prayerrequests@adventlutheran.net 

Open Door Ministries Liaison:  Skip Jolley 

 barneyoat@comcast.net 

 

Financial Update 

(through September 30, 2020) 

Total Income            $356,876 

Total Expenses Incl Mtg Principal   337,870 

 Net Income (Loss)           $19,006 

  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

+ We give thanks for your gracious gifts of love and life; 

+ Embrace us in your love; 

+ Sustain us when we are feeling broken or anxious or 
impatient; 

+ Remind us we are enough, and that we are loved; 

+ Open our hearts and minds to hear your word and call; 

+ Inspire us to be your hands and voice in your world; 

+ Grant us courage and creativity to joyfully share your 
Good News. 

 

Facilities Help Needed! 

Are you interested in helping out our facilities commit-
tee?  We have a couple projects that need doing.  If you 
are interested, please contact Mark Thiele at 425-405-
8876 or thielemb@gmail.com. 

Preschool backpack storage 

Currently, backpacks are stored on command hooks on 
the drywall walls.  They need something more perma-
nent.  The project would involve painting 1x4 material, 
installing to the wall, and installing hooks. 

Exterior lights - 3 projects 

1. We have 16 wall pack lights on the exterior of the 
Sanctuary and A Building that have been converted to 
LED.  There is a heat shield that needs to be removed 
in order to extend the life of the bulbs. 

2. We need the light bulbs replaced on the exterior of 
the Fellowship Hall.  Preferable, we would like to 
convert this from a 3 way switch to photocell as these 
lights are left on all day. 

3. We have some high parking light bulbs that need to 
be replaced.  Requires a lift or scaffolding. 

Maintaining the Sanitation kits and dispensers 

We have 8 kits that people are/will be using throughout 
the campus.  We need one or two people to check the sta-
tus of the kit supplies once a week to ensure that the kits 
supplies are replenished. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
mailto:thielemb@gmail.com.
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Christmas Food Baskets: ‘Tis Already the Season!     Trudi Trueit 

This time last year, we were just gearing up the fundraising effort for our annual program to assemble food 

baskets bound for needy families in our area. This year, however, Covid19 has required taking a different tack. 

To keep everyone safe, instead of delivering food we’ll be sending gro-

cery store gift cards to recipient families so they may purchase food 

themselves. Because of the change, our fundraising must be finished 

by November 8th. It’s a tight schedule, but with your help we can do 

it! 

Thanks to your generosity, we’ve raised $6505, so far, enough to pur-

chase gift cards for 130 families. Our goal is to raise $10,000 to buy 200 cards. Putting food on the table is 

tougher than ever in these times and, for many families, what we provide will be 

the only holiday meal they will have. As in the past, we are working with Volun-

teers of America and local schools to designate recipients. 

Please consider making a donation to the food baskets program. Each card 

will be for $50 but ANY amount is appreciated. To give, make your check out to 

Advent and write FOOD BASKETS on the memo line. You may drop off your 

check with our volunteers at All Saints Day this Sunday, Nov. 1st from 11 am 

to 1 pm or mail it to the church at the address in this 

newsletter. To give online, look for the ‘food baskets’ box 

on the donations page at                                               

http://adventlutheran.net/donate. You may also contribute 

through your bank’s bill-pay option. Please remember to denote that it’s for FOOD 

BASKETS. 

Thank you for helping to make the holidays a bit brighter for our neighbors in need. 

We look forward to the day when we’ll 

be able to gather to pack and deliver 

food once again! 

For more information,     

contact Carolyn Johnson 

              at smith22307@comcast.net 

Photos by Bill Trueit 

Christmas Baskets 2019 

http://adventlutheran.net/donate
mailto:smith22307@comcast.net
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HS Youth Group Upcoming Events 

  With protocols and safety measures taken, we will be 

coming back together for in-person Youth Group.  We 

will meet each Sunday and will enjoy time together, 

from a safe distance and with masks. 

  Our Youth Group time is open to all 9th grade students 

through just graduated seniors. Please make sure you 

have your mask with you. 

Coco: A Twist on All Saints Day | Nov. 1st | 7-  

8:30pm  

Fruits of the Spirit Continued  | Nov. 8 & 15 | 7—

8:30pm 

 We will continue to dive into 2 more Fruits of the Spirit 

and look at both Bible passages and into our own lives.  

We will see how we can live into each of the fruits. 

Thanksgiving Pie Celebration | Nov. 22 | 7—

8:30pm  

  All the best meals (or week of meals) always starts by 

eating dessert first!  Bring your best. 

Advent 1 Youth Group | Nov. 29 | 7—8:30pm 

  That’s right. It’s the   

beginning of the begin-

ning, where we wait for 

the birth of Christ to 

come. 

Coffee Wednesday Continues                      

Every Wednesday from 3-5pm         

Where? “Advent Park” 

Bryant will be continuing his Coffee Wednesdays in the park 

this school year!  We will be meeting outside near the fire-

pit. 

As per our new policy, you will need to have a mask to wear 

and if you don’t have one we will provide one for you. Also, 

you will want to bring your own 

chair or blanket to sit on or you can 

just enjoy the feeling of grass be-

tween your toes. 

We look forward to seeing you 

Wednesdays for Coffee! 

Sunday School 

Videos On 

YouTube! 

Join Bryant and a cast of other wonderful members 

as they bring you a new Sunday School lesson each 

week. 

You will have the chance to hear the Bible Story, 

perhaps learn a song, have your chance at learning 

a craft you can do at home,  and enjoy the overall 

goofiness of Bryant all from the comfort and safety 

of your home! 

As the season of Advent approaches, watch the 

weekly church emails for more information about 

new opportunities for you to come! 

ALC Family Event: The ZOOM Magic of Elliott Hunter 

Sunday, November 15th | 4:00-4:35pm | Where: Your Living Room 

  Bring your whole family out to the couch in the living room for a whimsical afternoon of magic.  Elliott Hunter, a master 
magician, will dazzle us will dazzle you for 30 minutes of fun tricks and wonderful stories along the way. 

  If you would like to be a part of the show you can  use the link be-
low and sign up so we will know how many people to expect at the 
zoom show.  Once you have used the link you will receive an invita-
tion for the show on Friday, November 13th. 

  We hope you will join us Sunday, November 15th and join in on the 
fun! 

  If you have any questions you can feel free to contact Bryant. 

Sign Up Here: https://forms.gle/dgVQPEWN79QDgUm57 

https://forms.gle/dgVQPEWN79QDgUm57


The Bishop’s Article from the Nov. 2020 edition of The Spirit 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee -  NW Washington Synod, ELCA 
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Dear Ones, 

In this month that we celebrate Thanksgiving, I give thanks for you. May God’s Spirit continue to lead and 
guide us in these times. 

This last week my mom called to tell me that they would not be hosting a big family celebration for Thanksgiving this year 
because of COVID-19. I already knew that we wouldn’t be able to have the raucous, crowded party that we have had in the 
past (and will have in the future), but it still is hard when the decision is voiced. Unfortunately, we are still in COVID-19 
times. And because of this, I want to emphasize a few things for all of you. 

In the last few weeks, I have been asked when the synod would have new, updated guidelines. I realized that the guidelines 
were a few months old so I thought I should review and give new guidelines for where we are now. However, as I started 
working on updated guidelines, I realized pretty quickly that old guidelines are today’s guidelines … because we are still in 
COVID-19 times. Therefore, the updated recommendations sound remarkably like the old recommendations.  

The NWWA Synod continues to encourage care and thoughtful preparation for your community. A care-filled response is 
much more than unlocking the church doors and inviting all to come. Please keep in mind the Washington State guidelines 
and CDC guidelines and the population of your congregation. While we are all in different phases, depending on your coun-
ty, here are some guidelines that we all should keep in mind. 

Please continue to avoid large gatherings, maintain physical distance when with others, use face coverings, and regularly 
wash hands and surfaces. 

To maintain ultimate safety, the NWWA Synod continues to recommend that congregations and ministry sites continue to 
utilize corporate worship on an online or digital platform until February 2021 – and further into 2021 depending on the 
availability of vaccines or other positive markers. 

If there is an in-person worship experience, please consider meeting outside while masked and physical distanced and fol-
lowing the protocols for a corporate gathering. While this is not completely safe, this is the next safest option to meeting 
online. 

If there is an in-person worship experience indoors, please understand that there is high-risk involved, and care must be tak-
en for the safety of all. Please consider this carefully and thoroughly before implementing. Please see the synod website 
for further guidance.  

If you are going to meet in-person, small gatherings are the safest option.  Below are some ideas that are meant to meet spir-
itual, emotional, and physical needs as we continue to navigate this pandemic. (These ideas are meant to be a supple-
ment to online worship and are only to be implemented after careful reflection and planning). 

Small group Bible studies 

One-on-one pastoral care conversations 

Bringing a meal or a card to a homebound person 

Participating in a food drive  

Having a “bring your own food” potluck gathering in a backyard. 

Sitting around a bonfire listening to a guitar 

Book Study 

I’m sure you all have many others. 

If you have ideas in your congregation or ministry site on how to meet the spiritual, emotional and physical needs of people 
during this time, please share with others so we may safely and meaningfully meet with one another during this time. We 
would be happy to post these ideas on our website. 

As we enter into winter, it is easy to let our guards down. We long to be together. We miss each other. And we are tired. I 
get it. I’m with you. I want nothing more than to be able to be with you in-person. But as we love God and neighbor, let us 
continue to be church in the world. Let us thoughtfully and prayerfully prepare. And let us continue to be Holy Community. 
And remember, dear Beloveds, we are still gathered and we are still sent – to live into the love of Jesus with all we meet. 

Grace & Peace, 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
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       Beyond the Book  
 
      
 
 

November - The Woman of Troublesome Creek by 
Kim Michelle Richardson 
 
December - Meet Me at the Museum by Anne 
Youngson 
 
We had a tie vote for the November slot so we decid-
ed to read one in December as well!  So many good 
books out there. 

Presidents Update 

Fall has arrived and the winter holidays are just 

around the corner. There is much to be thankful for 

even during these unprecedented times. Most of all 

we give thanks for the Advent community – for your 

prayers for the church and each of our members and 

friends, for your continued financial support, for 

your enthusiasm for things like the 40th Anniversary 

drive-thru celebration, the youth car wash (which 

was held despite the rain) and bible and book studies 

through online meetings. 

As we work through the pandemic, we will eventual-

ly have more opportunities to be at Advent. If you 

are in one of the buildings, please make sure to sign 

in on the form in the main office. We also ask that 

all people where masks, covering their nose and 

mouth, at all times while indoors on campus and out-

doors if there is an event occurring (i.e. All Saints 

Remembrance) or if more than 6 feet social distanc-

ing is not possible. There is hand sanitizer available 

in all buildings in multiple locations and we are cur-

rently only using the main doors as an entrance. 

Thank you for helping keep each other safe and 

healthy.  

Your continued thoughts, prayers, support, and ideas 

are appreciated and encouraged. We are a family 

working together to make the best of the situation in 

which we find ourselves. You are each a blessing to 

those around you. Please stay in touch as we enter 

this darker cooler time of year. Blessing you!  

Kim Hall 

Annual Giving Tree for Mary’s Place update 
 
The pandemic has disrupted our annual giving tree 
program as it has most things this year.  Mary’s 
Place is suggesting several options for those who 
would still like to help them give their clients, both 
adults and children, a happier Christmas.  Options 
that are most easily doable for us at Advent are 1) 
to send $25 gift cards from your favorite grocery 
store to them at P O Box 1711, Seattle, WA 98111 
or 2) to visit their wish lists at Amazon, Target or 
Walmart to purchase a gift and have it shipped di-
rectly to Mary’s Place.  By the time this newsletter 
goes out, all three lists should be available.  Lastly, 
a third option is to make a cash donation at their 
“Giving Tree Tag Donation” page. 
 
For more information about the Giving Tree pro-
gram or Mary’s Place in general, go to their website 
at www.marysplaceseattle.org.  And thank you 
again for your generosity toward those who need 
it!  If you enjoyed making the giving tags a family 
activity in the past, picking out a gift(s) from their 
websites can still be a wonderful, rewarding way to 
begin the holiday season together!  Please plan to 
order or mail gifts by the end of November to 
make sure they arrive at Mary’s Place by De-
cember 11. 

http://www.marysplaceseattle.org


4306 132nd Street S.E. 
Mill Creek, WA  98012 

www.adventlutheran.net 
425-337-5373 

Follow us on  
Facebook  

 VOICE 

Our Garden of Giving had another successful year producing organic veggies to 
be given to the Snohomish Food Bank. This year the garden produced over 
2,700 pounds of veggies. Volunteers clocked 500 hours of time.  Jan McWherter 
and Sandy Barrett, both Master Gardeners of Snohomish County, decide what to plant, purchase seeds, and 
organize where the seeds and starts will be planted at the appropriate time. A core of 8-15 volunteers show up 
on each Monday and some Thursdays to plant, water, weed, harvest, weigh and package the fruits of our la-
bor. Bill and Cindy Steenis, faithfully, show up each Monday to deliver the produce to Snohomish. Pam Stub-
ben manages spreadsheets which record poundage and volunteer hours weekly.  The Garden is a well orga-
nized plan with the mission of feeding the hungry and connecting with our neighbors, always in our prayers. 
We all enjoy being part of this garden and welcome anyone to join.  Thank you for your continued support of 
this ministry.   


