
A great team of volunteers have 

been busy this spring preparing our 

garden and planting. The seeds are 

starting to come through the soil and 

the sprouts are adding new leaves. 

The warmer weather and refreshing 

rain have done a lot for the garden. 

A Sniper family has taken 

up residence in Raised Bed #20 and 

has laid a beautiful egg. 

The painted rocks that the scout troop painted last year are placed around the 

garden. The garden angel has been added in with a new apron and hat. 

You are always welcome to visit your garden at Advent Lutheran Church 

and watch the progress of new growth. Sit in one of chairs and have a quiet 

time in prayer. No masks required as long as you are alone or with loved 

ones. If you feel like it, we would appreciate if you would pick a few weeds 

and add them to the white buckets.  
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Stay connected with Advent 

during this time of social 

distancing! 

 

We post our Sunday wor-

ship on YouTube and our 

website.    

Use this link to get to our 

channel.  (or just go to 

YouTube.com and search for 

"Advent Lutheran Church of 

Mill Creek")   

 

We also send out weekly 

email devotions.  If you’d 

like to receive our weekly 

emails, just let us know at 

churchoffice@adventlutheran.net.  

Stay Connected 

with Advent! 

Youth News 

Pg. 7 

Beyond the Book Update 

Pg. 4 

Prayers 

Pg. 3 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
mailto:churchoffice@adventlutheran.net
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PASTOR 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR 

As we begin the month of May, we continue in the celebration of Easter, proclaiming that Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
We emerged on Easter morning in the light of a new dawn.  A world overshadowed by sorrow now stands re-
freshed.  The warmth of the May sun calls us forth.  The radiance of the morning light bespeaks hope and 
courage.  The grave is empty.  It cannot hold.   
 
The butterfly is a profound symbol of the resurrection.  What happens inside the cocoon is truly won-
drous.  The caterpillar dissolves into a sea of amino acids that recombine into a new creature, the same yet far 
different from what came before.  The Gospel writers struggle to speak of the risen Christ.  He is not a 
ghost.  He eats with them, he breaks bread, they can touch his hands and side, yet he appears despite locked 
doors.   
 
John writes simply: “Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we 
do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.” (1 John 3:2) 
 
We are God’s children now.  This is what matters.  Whatever the resurrection may be, we will be like him 
when he is revealed.   
But already we breathe his Spirit.   
Already we share his life.   
Already we can taste and see the world made whole.   
Already we live his faithfulness and compassion.   
Already we live free and in hope.   
Already we live joy. 
 
Our celebration of the Easter Season extends to May 23rd with the Day of Pentecost, when we celebrate the 
gift of the Spirit.  But we have read John’s Gospel.  We know that the risen Christ breathed his Spirit upon his 
followers on that first Sunday and continues to send us out to free the world. 
 
“O dwellers in the dust, awake and sing for joy!” 
    —Isaiah 26:19   
 
Glad to be on the journey with you, 
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Making the Love of Christ Known 

Advent Lutheran Church 

Contact Us:  
4306 132nd St. SE Mill Creek, WA 98012  

Phone: 425-337-5373  

Website: www.adventlutheran.net  

E-mail: churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Worship Schedule  
Online on YouTube - Search “Advent Lutheran Mill 
Creek” 
 

Advent Staff  
Pastor: Scott Postlewait,  

 pastor@adventlutheran.net  

Youth & Family Director:  Bryant Williams 

 cyfc@adventlutheran.net 

Choir Director/Accompanist: Kirsten Lysen 

 kjlysen@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Jennifer Schroeder  

 churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Digital Media Specialist:  Paul Snider 

 plsnider@gmail.com 

Visitation Pastor: G. Lee Kluth 

 kluthgl1969@gmail.com 

 
 

Volunteers  

Church Council 

President/Admin:  Kim Hall 

Vice President:  Paul Polewko 

Secretary:  Sue Taylor 

Fellowship:  Suzanne Morgan 

Youth:  Spencer Noble 

Finance/Stewardship:  Tom Sweeney 

Social Justice/Outreach:  Carla Merisko 

Education:  Ken Krause 

Facilities:  Darcel Fogerty 

Worship:  Heather Coon 

Treasurer:  Karen Young 

Finance Secretary:  Carolyn Johnson 

churchcouncil@adventlutheran.net 

Coordinators 

Lay Pastoral Care Minister:  Jill Bossen 

 prayerrequests@adventlutheran.net 

Open Door Ministries Liaison:  Skip Jolley 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Gracious, creating God: 
 

+ We give thanks for your gifts of life and love; 

+ open our hearts and minds to hear your word and call; 

+ let your healing presence be with all who are ill; 

+ sustain us when we are feeling broken, lost, or fright-
ened; 

+ inspire us to be your hands and voice in your world; 

+ strengthen us to take action to seek justice for our 
neighbors; 

+ grant us courage and creativity to joyfully share your 
Good News; 

+ guide our congregation, council, staff, and reopening 
task force as together we make plans for our worship 
and ministry when the threat of COVID-19 wanes. 

 

Weekly Emails 
To Subscribe to Advent’s weekly emails via MailChimp: 

http://eepurl.com/KE-aX 

 

Advent Voice 

is the monthly newsletter of Advent Lutheran Church 

The deadline for articles is the 20th of each month.   
Please submit articles, graphics, and photos to  

churchoffice@AdventLutheran.net 

 

 

Our condolences go out to Pastor Scott, Katie and their 

family as they mourn the passing of Pastor Scott’s mom, 

Ruth Postlewait. 

Condolences also to Phil and Bernice Clements and their 

family as they continue to mourn the passing of Travis 

Clements. 

 

"Lord, now let your servant go in peace, according to 

your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which 

you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light 

for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 

Israel."   - Luke 2:29-32 

 

Condolences may be sent to: 

Pastor Scott & Katie Postlewait 

15800 Village Green Dr Unit 18 

Mill Creek, WA 98012  

Phil and Bernice Clements 

1307 121st Pl SE 

Everett WA 98208  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
http://eepurl.com/KE-aX
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Thank you, Advent!  

Thank you for your continued understanding and support as we get through the COVID crisis.  

Thank you for supporting each other in ways big and small.  

Thank you for taking the time to thoughtfully fill out the survey that went out last month. We received almost 

100 replies which is pretty amazing.  

From the surveys we learned that we are all over the board just like the nation. There are people who are very 

excited to get back to in-person worship, as soon as possible, and those who are very reticent about returning 

even looking into the months ahead. We are doing our best to try and meet everyone’s need and comfort level.  

As we move toward more opening and more activity on campus, we will continue to provide online options as 

well. Our approach is slow and methodical with the health, safety and well-being of all people using our cam-

pus at the fore at all times.  

At the end of April, we began providing safety training and reviewing requests from small groups who wish to 

begin meeting in person, with some groups beginning to meet in person at Advent in May. Currently we are 

hoping to begin offering a few outdoor events in June. Masks will continue to be required for all activities on 

the property for the foreseeable future. Expect to learn more about upcoming events through our weekly up-

dates. 

With the sun shining and flowers blooming we are given a sense of renewal and hope. This summer the hope 

is that we will be able to see each other eye to eye, even if not smile to smile. (We know behind the masks 

there will be huge smiles.) 

Thank you, Advent! 

Beyond the Book reading list for the rest of the year 
 
Here are the books we will be reading each month from May through September.  We meet on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 and welcome anyone who would like to join us!  In the summer we will 
choose new titles for the rest of the year. 
 
May 12 - The Stationery Shop by Marjan Kamali 
 
June 9 - From Red Earth by Denise Uwimana 
 
July 14 - Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier 
 
August 11 - The Indigo Girl by Natasha Boyd 
 
September 8 - My Dear Hamilton by Stephanie Day 



May 2021  5 

Kirsten and Chris are Having a Baby  
   
Did you know? Have you heard? Kirsten, our choir director and worship ac-

companist, and her husband Chris are expecting a baby in mid-July.  We are 

thrilled for them and we will have a virtual baby shower early this summer. 

More details to come.  

Kirsten has registered for gifts at the following websites if you want to pur-

chase items.  

Target registry - tgt.gifts/bloobhewett   

Amazon registry - https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/kirsten-lysen-july-2021-

mountlaketerrace/1X7DQU0RFHCBL  

If you have questions, please contact Jill Bossen, jrbossen@comcast.net or 425-218-6696.  

NEW Diversity & Justice Work Group  
   
Like many of you, I have spent the last year reading books on racism and recognizing my biases, attending 

panel discussions with church leaders and persons of color, taking part in webinars and Zoom classes across 

our church and community. It can seem pretty overwhelming at times. I would like to create a Diversity & 

Justice Work Group at Advent. My vision for this group is to determine how to provide opportunities for dis-

cussion and living out what Jesus has called us to do for His people.  

The kick-off meeting will be on May 13th at 7 pm. If you want to be a part of this planning meeting call or 

email me. Jill Bossen jrbossen@comcast.net or 425-218-6696.  

http://tgt.gifts/bloobhewett
https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/kirsten-lysen-july-2021-mountlaketerrace/1X7DQU0RFHCBL
https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/kirsten-lysen-july-2021-mountlaketerrace/1X7DQU0RFHCBL
mailto:jrbossen@comcast.net
mailto:jrbossen@comcast.net


The Bishop’s Article from the May 2021 edition of The Spirit 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee -  NW Washington Synod, ELCA 
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In the book Anxious People, the author, Fredrik Backman, crafts a humorous, poignant, and wise story 
of a group of people thrown together because of a bank robbery. But the bank robbery is the least inter-
esting part of the book. The characters, who seem flighty and weird and strange or just unlikeable at the 
beginning of the book, change into complex humans with such rich inner lives that you love each of 
them by the end of the story. This was one book that I was sad to see end because I wanted to continue 

with each character in their journey. 

I finished this book during Holy Week. And I couldn’t help but reflect on the flighty, weird, strange and unlikeable peo-
ple that surrounded Jesus that we get to know in the Gospels. These men and women who leave everything to follow Je-
sus – and who end up leaving Jesus after his arrest – only to once again connect with Jesus after his death and resurrec-
tion – are (we must admit) flighty, weird, strange and unlikeable. 

Thomas who is skeptical throughout the Jesus story and who won’t recognize Jesus until seeing his wounds.  

Mary Magdalene who can’t recognize Jesus until he calls her by her name.  

The disciples locked in a room, afraid to go out, and finally just going back to fishing until Jesus shows up once 
again. 

I mean, ask yourself: 

Would we really have wanted John the Baptist over for a barbecue?  

Would we really have accepted a woman who washed Jesus’ feet as being justified when she extravagantly wasted 
an expensive bottle of perfume? 

 Would we have embraced the woman who bled for over a decade and invited her to our book club even after she 
assured us that she was cured and clean?  

I finished this book during Holy Week. And I couldn’t help but reflect on the flighty, weird, strange and unlikeable peo-
ple around me – on the news, on social media, in my neighborhood – and how I have judged them based on a very super-
ficial understanding of who they are and what makes up their story. I call them ignorant or lazy, bigoted or uncaring, 
dirty or smelly or unclean in some way. 

But as I continue to reflect on Backman’s compelling story of seven “idiots” (as he calls them), and, as I continue to re-
flect on Holy Week, (even though it is now way past Holy Week), I see Jesus kneeling down and washing feet. I hear 
Jesus saying, “Peace be with you.” I experience Jesus embracing disciples on a beach, offering them fish, and saying, 
“Feed my sheep.” Loving and caring and forgiving – even though these humans are flighty, weird, strange and, at times, 
unlikeable. 

None of us are Jesus. None of us can embrace the other as Jesus did. And yet, we are called, as sinners and as beloved 
children of God, to hear another’s story. To listen. To reflect. To forgive. To ask for forgiveness. To engage. To be silent 
when needed and speak when necessary. 

For my part, I repent. I repent for my judgment, for my verdict that I render without knowing the complexity of another’s 
story, for my blindness to my complicity, for my withholding forgiveness in the name of self-righteousness, for my re-
fusing to acknowledge my need for forgiveness, and for my judgment on who God loves and who God does not love 
(because, as I have been taught, if God only loves those I love, than I have remade God in my image).  

So I ask you, dear Beloveds of NWWA Synod, with all of your stories, how may your stories be joined into the One Sto-
ry? How may your hearts be open to the flighty, weird, strange, sometimes unlikeable (but always God’s beloved) people 
that we are called to love? What are your thoughts, feelings, explorations, attempts, experiments? I’d love to hear how 
you are living into God’s Holy Community of love, grace, compassion, justice and peace. 

As for you, you are called. By name. Embraced, loved, and cherished – in all your flighty, weird, strange, sometimes 
unlikeable ways. And always, always, God’s beloved.  

+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
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Sunday School  

at Home Resources 

You can find activity, coloring, and family 

discussion pages on our website. You can 

also find a Sunday School video posted on 

our YouTube page and on our website as 

well. 

We are always looking at ways to improve 

or add to our “Sunday School at Home” re-

sources.  If you have thoughts on what we 

can add or change feel free to e-mail or 

call Bryant. 

Coffee Wednesdays enjoys the SUNSHINE 

Wednesdays | 2:30ish-4ish PM | Advent Firepit 

Take a quick break from school and homework to come say 

hi at Coffee Wednesday with Bryant! 

Join us every Wednesday for a chance to enjoy the weath-

er, throw around a frisbee or kick a soccer ball, and just en-

joy some fellowship before going off to work on homework 

or off to practice.  We will always have some sorts of snacks for you to enjoy.  As al-

ways, masks are still required and there will be plenty of hand sanitizer available. 

Youth Group HYBRID 

Sundays @ 7pm  

Fellowship Hall/Your House 

We are continuing to switch back and forth 
each week between In-Person and Zoom 
meetings. Here is our upcoming schedule 
for May. We hope you will bring your mask 
and join us! 

May 2  - No YG May 23  - Zoom 

May 9 - No YG  May 30 - In Person 

(Mother’s Day) 

May 16 - In Person June 6 -  No YG  

High School Summer Adventure—Camp Lutherwood | July 25th -30th | Cost: $300 
Sign Up is Open 

With hopeful caution we are excitedly looking forward to our Summer Adventure to Camp Lutherwood in Belling-

ham, WA.  With every precaution being taken as we finalize our plans, registration is open and being taken       

currently.  If you are in need of a registration form or if you would like more information you can e-mail Bryant at 

cyfc@adventlutheran.net 

We are also still looking for 2 other adults to join us for our week at Lutherwood.   

If you would be interested, contact Bryant for all the information. 



4306 132nd Street S.E. 
Mill Creek, WA  98012 

www.adventlutheran.net 
425-337-5373 

Follow us on  
Facebook  

 VOICE 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep”.  John 21:17 
 
Thank you for your continuing support of donations for our little pan-

try.  Just when we start to worry because we’re running low on sup-

plies, new bags of food arrive.  God continues to bless this ministry in 

this way - through you!  The pantry continues to be used regularly, 

usually getting down to just a few items before one of us restocks 

it.  If you haven’t stopped by to check it out, we invite you to do so 

and see it for yourselves.  We can always  use donations so feel free to 

drop off food during the week, Monday-Wednesday 10-3:30.  Shelf 

stable milk, small cereal boxes, plain pasta, oatmeal packets, canned 

meat and snack foods go very quickly! 


