
July 2020 

Stay connected with Advent 

during this time of social dis-

tancing! 

 

We post our Sunday worship 

on YouTube and our web-

site.    

Use this link to get to our 

channel.  (or just go to 

YouTube.com and search for 

"Advent Lutheran Church of 

Mill Creek")   

 

We also post a link every 

week to the service on our 

website, 

www.adventlutheran.net.    

 

 

Women’s Ministry 

Pg. 3 

Bishop’s Message 

Pg. 6 

Pastor’s Message 

Pg. 2 

 

Stay Connected 

with Advent! 

Your Garden of Giving at Advent Lutheran has been busy this last month 

harvesting veggies and strawberries to donate to Snohomish Food Bank. 

There is a team of very dedicated volunteers that show up to do this. Also, 

Bill and Cindy Steenis pick up the veggies and deliver them to Snohomish 

Food Bank. We will not have an open house this year, but you are wel-

come to take a stroll 

through the garden any-

time. This would be a 

wonderful family outing. 

If you see our family of 8 

rabbits, please tell them 

not to eat our precious 

veggies. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
http://www.adventlutheran.net
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PASTOR 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR 

 
 
 
”Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.”   1 Peter 2:10 
 
We live in the tension of law and Gospel. In the chaos around us, some right now are not able to grasp the 
hope in this tension. There is, for them, no “once…but now…” And when some of those around us lose the 
thread of our story, we are in trouble. 
 
The Christian narrative begins in the heart of God and ends in the heart of God. But the path it travels is not 
towards myself; it is towards my neighbor. It is a narrative of compassion, forgiveness, service, kindness. It is 
a narrative of the earth’s redemption, not just my redemption. It is a narrative of a banquet where all are gath-
ered, not of riches I have stored up. At the center of our story is a man who lays down his life for others. In-
deed, the center of our story is, in fact, a God who lays down God’s life for others. 
 
No matter how little bread I have, it can always be shared. No matter how wounded my life, I can tend the 
wounds of others. No matter what twists of fate come my way, I can live compassion. I can speak truth. I can 
live as a citizen of God’s reign. 
 
We can live the reign of God because this is the narrative to which our lives have been joined. A narrative of 
creation and new creation. A narrative of a world formed as a garden and restored as a city adorned like a 
bride. A narrative of death and resurrection. A narrative of healing and wholeness. A narrative of justice, of 
shalom. A narrative of hope and love. A narrative of grace and life. 
 
Baptism sends us down into the waters and raises us up again. It joins us to the story of dying and rising. It 
joins us to God’s promise and work of re-creation. It provides us with a narrative that transcends every joy and 
sorrow. It anchors us not in a world ‘above’, but in a world made whole. And my story, your story, is about 
living that wholeness now. 
 
It’s a recognition of the questions  — “What is our hope? Who is our life? And will it sustain me despite sin 
and death?” We share this Good News to begin to pick back up the thread of the story. And within that thread, 
we hear again God’s resounding “yes.”   
 
Glad to be on the journey with you, 
 



 

July 2020  3 

 

Making the Love of Christ Known 

 

Advent Voice 

is the monthly newsletter of Advent Lutheran Church 

The deadline for articles is the 20th of each month.   
Please submit articles, graphics, and photos to  

churchoffice@AdventLutheran.net 

 

 

Advent Lutheran Church 

Contact Us:  
4306 132nd St. SE Mill Creek, WA 98012  

Phone: 425-337-5373  

Website: www.adventlutheran.net  

E-mail: churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Worship Schedule  
Online on YouTube 

 

Advent Staff:  
Pastor: Scott Postlewait,  

 pastor@adventlutheran.net  

Youth & Family Director:  Bryant Williams 

 cyfc@adventlutheran.net 

Visitation Pastor: G. Lee Kluth 

 kluthgl1969@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Jennifer Schroeder  

 churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Choir Director/Accompanist: Kirsten Lysen 

 kjlysen@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper: Kathy Wax 

 bookkeeper@adventlutheran.net 

Lay Pastoral Care Minister:  Jill Bossen 

 prayerrequests@adventlutheran.net 

Open Door Ministries Liaison:  Skip Jolley 

 barneyoat@comcast.net 

 

Church Council:  
Kim Hall—President/Admin 

Paul Polewko—Vice President 

Heather Coon—Secretary 

Suzanne Morgan—Fellowship  

Cari Krippner—Worship 

Sue Taylor—Youth 

Tom Sweeney—Finance/Stewardship 

Carla Merisko—Social Justice/Outreach 

Ken Krause—Education 

George Howard—Facilities/Columbarium 

Karen Young—Treasurer 

Carolyn Johnson—Finance Secretary 

churchcouncil@adventlutheran.net 

Volunteer Sunday School Coordinator: 
Diane Krause  sundayschool@adventlutheran.net  

Financial Update 

(through May 31, 2020) 

Total Income            $221,964 

Total Expenses Incl Mtg Principal   204,349 

 Net Income (Loss)           $17,615    

 

 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

+ For wise leadership for our country and our world 

+ For God to guide those seeking vaccines and cures 

+ For God to protect and sustain health care workers and 
first responders 

+ For God to silence falsehood and deceit 

+ For God to use this moment to lead the world to better 
paths of mercy and justice 

+ For God to guard and keep our congregation, families, 
and friends, especially those most vulnerable 

+ For God to guide our council as they make decisions 
about our congregation 

+ For God to support and inspire our staff as they adapt to 
new forms of ministry 

+ For God to lead and guide our online worship services, 
that they might give comfort, courage, and hope for us in 
this time. 

 

 

Please mark your calendars for our (tentative) 

upcoming events: 

Saturday, November 21st, 2020, 1:00 - 3:00pm.            

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for fun treats and               

friendship! 

Friday, April 9 - Sunday, April 11, 2021 

Our second Women’s Retreat at lovely Camp Huston in 

Gold Bar!  Comfortable accommodations, great food, and 

an enriching program. 

Please watch for more details about both 

of these events.   We would love your 

help!  Please email Beth at                         

bethschneidler@mac.com! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
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Livestream coming! We are working on making our Sunday worship a livestream and 
are hoping to be ready mid-July! 
If you would like to help with the audio/visual team at Advent, please email Pastor 
Scott. 
 
-several indicated they can help on our recent survey, thank you! 
-also, some who said "yes" remained anonymous - please let us know who you are, 
as we'd love your help as we move forward!  Thank you!  :-) 

 

Reopening Update! 

 

First, thank you to all of you who took the time to, thoughtfully, fill out the survey that was sent out. The in-

formation we gleaned was invaluable. A few important pieces of data include: 1) more than 75% of respond-

ents want to wait until Phase 3 or 4 to return to regular worship, and 2) more than 70% of respondents prefer 

meeting online for the time being. 

As we continue to move through this closure, the reopening task force is meeting on a weekly basis via 

Zoom. We are working on new processes, protocols and plans. There are many pieces, many steps and many 

requirements to be considered. Thank you for your patience, input and prayers. 

Guidelines and requirements change rapidly. It often feels like we are barely moving and then get whiplash 

because of the rapid change. Please continue to keep Advent, our local community, our state, the nation and 

the world in your prayers. The road may be unclear, but we are moving forward. We will get through this 

stronger and more resilient than ever if we stay together and work toward our common goal of “Making the 

Love of Christ known to all.” 

The current plan is to begin to livestream worship on Sunday morning beginning July 19. We are working on 

getting the necessary equipment and internet access to make that possible.  It is anticipated that the need for 

livestreaming will continue well past the COVID-19 crisis. We will need a new trained Audio/Video team in 

place to continue offering livestream into the indefinite future. If you are interested in serving on the new A/V 

team please click here and provide your contact information.  

Regular cleaning and sanitization of our facility is of paramount importance. We are creating a cleaning 

schedule and process for all groups or individuals using our facility. In order to require those using our facili-

ty to clean the space when they arrive and when they leave, it is necessary that we provide well-stocked 

cleaning supply kits in all areas. We are in need of a team to monitor the cleaning/sanitization kits. If you are 

available to serve as a part of this team please click here and provide your contact information.  

As a third service opportunity, when we begin meeting in person later this year, we will need a new layer of 

welcome. A small group of individuals that can help provide masks for those who forgot theirs at home, help 

keep a weekly attendance log and possibly take temperatures as people arrive. If you are interested in helping 

welcome our community in a loving safe environment please click here and provide your contact information.  

We are all in this together and will emerge better than ever. Bless you! 

Kim Hall, Council President 

 

 

mailto:pastor@adventlutheran.net
mailto:pastor@adventlutheran.net
mailto:moderatemom4ever@gmail.com?subject=A/V%20tech%20team
mailto:moderatemom4ever@gmail.com?subject=Cleaning/sanitization%20team
mailto:moderatemom4ever@gmail.com?subject=Health%20and%20safety%20welcoming
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In-Person Youth Group Returns! 

Beginning July 12th  

  With protocols and safety measures taken, we will be 

coming back together for in-person Youth Group.  We 

will meet each Sunday and will enjoy games, a devotion, 

and just the chance to be together, all from safe physi-

cal distances.  

  As per the state requirements, and the requirements of 

the church and Youth & Family committee, we will be 

requiring everyone to have a mask with them to wear. If 

you do not have a mask we will provide one for you. 

  Watch your emails for more information about Youth 

Group this summer, and what 

to expect and be exciting for! 

If you would like to be includ-

ed in the email chain please 

email Bryant at 

cyfc@adventlutheran.net 

Coffee Wednesday Returns                     

Beginning July 1 from 3-4:30pm         

Where? Next to the Advent Firepit! 

Bryant is bringing back in-person Coffee Wednesdays 

starting in July.  We will be meeting outside near the 

firepit.  Bring your favorite drink and come, enjoy the 

sunshine (hopefully), and play some games while we 

catch up and stay at a safe physical distance. 

As per our new policy, you will need to have a mask to 

wear and if you don’t have one we will provide one for 

you. Also, you will want to bring your own chair or blan-

ket to sit on or you can just enjoy the feeling of grass 

between your toes. 

We look forward to seeing 

you Wednesdays for   

Coffee! 

From our Youth and Family Director 

Greetings Everyone! 

  What a crazy time we are living in.  I never thought when I took this call over a year ago that we would be dealing 

with a pandemic and reimaging what ministry looks like through web meetings, face masks, and social distancing. 

  As we continue to think about how we want to reshape the ministry in the next year as we continue to support 

healthy and safe options, I would like to hear from you.  What do you and your family need from the ministries here 

at Advent Lutheran Church? How would you like to continue to be the church even when we are not in our build-

ings? 

  I know we are all learning new things and finding new ways to connect with each other, and I want to know what 

you think will help our children, youth & family ministry thrive, even through the rest of this pandemic. 

  Please feel free to email me at cyfc@adventlutheran.net if you have any thoughts or ideas, or just want to check 

in.  I cannot wait until we can all be back together again safely, but until then stay healthy, love one another, and 

take care of yourselves 

In Peace, 

Bryant 

mailto:cyfc@adventlutheran.net
mailto:cyfc@adventlutheran.net


The Bishop’s Article from the July 2020 
edition of The Spirit 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee -                                                 

NW Washington Synod, ELCA 
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Dear Beloveds of the Northwest Washington Synod, 

Growing up close to an Indian reservation, I saw families living without electricity or plumbing. In the last 
year I have seen children crying, alone, without parents, because they were forcibly separated at the border. In 
March and April and May I saw families lined up to receive food at pantries because they had no other choice 
due to lack of work during the COVID crisis. In the last few weeks I have watched the video of George Floyd 
being murdered too many times. This last weekend I watched people carefully keep their masks on their faces 
while they lifted their fists to the sky marching for justice. And I have seen violence where there should have 
been unity. I am sad and tired and heavy hearted. I am reminded of Jesus’ words in the gospel of Matthew, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these, you did it to me.” 

Dear Beloveds, in the Northwest Washington Synod we tell ourselves that we are open to all people, love all 
people, care for all people, and are church for everyone. But Beloveds, as a community, we have failed. We 
have been complicit in our silence. We have been cowardly instead of courageous. We have lived in our privi-
lege without acknowledging the systemic racism that we swim in every day of our life. Today we are called to 
confess that we have fallen far short of God’s call to love and care for those whose lives are sacred in this 
world, whose brown and black bodies were made in the image of God, whose very lives are in danger because 
those of us with privilege and power ignore or decide that “they” are too much trouble for “us.” 

This is our confession. 

But let us not move too quickly to absolution. While I am all for forgiveness, sometimes I think forgiveness 
becomes a way to pretend that the injury never happened. So, let us sit in this time for a while –even if it 
makes us uncomfortable. Even as we lament. You see, we cannot jump from an easy “I’m sorry” to a half-
hearted “we’re now all back together again.” If we do this, we are offering forgiveness without discipleship, 
grace without the cross.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has ripped open the wounds that we have had in this country since before its incep-
tion. Black and brown bodies –slaves and immigrants and native peoples –have all been abused by those in 
power. And, we must confess, for most of this history, those in power have been white. 

There is no place in this world for anyone to brutally murder another without care and without consequence. 
There is no place in this world where bystanders cannot intervene because they are afraid they might receive 
the same treatment as the one being hurt or murdered before them. Many of us as children learned the story of 
the Good Samaritan. How many times are we going to walk on the other side of the road? 

My Beloveds in Christ, we are called to work towards God’s true peace and justice in our ministry sites, our 
church, and our society by first, confessing our own sin, and then mindfully acting against racism and vio-
lence of all kinds. I encourage you to confess and to act. Here are some ideas as we walk forward, towards 
reconciliation: 

•Take the Intercultural Development Inventory to understand and build cultural competence.                            
https://idiinventory.com/ 

•Participate in anti-racism training. 

•Assist the members of your congregation or ministry site in accessing resources about racism, white privi-
lege, and ensuring God's vision of justice for all. 
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•Encourage people to vote, and vote yourself, keeping in mind Jesus’ commandment of loving God and loving 
people. 

•Accompany and empower those who are already thought leaders in your community. 

•Financially support organizations that are working in the field of anti-racism. 

•Financially support businesses owned by people of color. 

•Wear a mask to protect people of all races, especially protecting those most vulnerable. 

•Work towards economic justice for all. 

Discover other ways that lead to God’s kingdom of real peace and justice. 

As we continue to be patient in entering church buildings, let us be church in the world. May we live into the 
words of 1 John 3:18, “Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.”  And may 
we pray for true reconciliation and God’s wholeness and peace. 

In the Hope and Love of Christ, 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

Father’s Day Food Drive!   

Thanks to everyone who donated to our Father’s Day food drive!  We had even more donations than last 
time!  Your generosity is appreciated very much by the food bank.   Thanks to all for supporting this im-
portant ministry! 

Pickup Truck completely filled. 

Thank you! Rex, our Food Drive-Thru Mascot! 



4306 132nd Street S.E. 
Mill Creek, WA  98012 

www.adventlutheran.net 
425-337-5373 

Follow us on  
Facebook  

E 
 

Cookbooks! 

If you would like to pick up your cookbook, 

please contact Bernice Clements, 425-337-2135, 

425-210-6874  or philandbernice@frontier.com 

you can pick them up from her directly.  We 

also have some in the church office and you can 

pick one up on Tuesday’s from 10-2. 

There are still extras, so get your order in and 

get cooking!  $12 each. 


