
2nd Sunday of Christmas 

Sunday, January 3 

All the ends of the earth have seen  

the victory of our God. 

 

Baptism of Our Lord 

Sunday, January 10 

“A voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son’” 

 

THE SUNDAYS AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

The work of the Messiah begins 

The season following the Epiphany (January 6) begins and ends with a 

festival day connecting to the Epiphany theme of Jesus revealed to the 

world.  Opening with the Baptism of Our Lord (January 10) and closing 

with the feast of the Transfiguration (February 14), each time a voice from 

heaven declares “This is my Son”. 

January 2021 

 

 
 

 

Stay connected with Advent 

during this time of social 

distancing! 

 

We post our Sunday wor-

ship on YouTube and our 

website.    

Use this link to get to our 

channel.  (or just go to 

YouTube.com and search for 

"Advent Lutheran Church of 

Mill Creek")   

 

We also send out weekly 

email devotions.  If you’d 

like to receive our weekly 

emails, just let us know at 

churchoffice@adventlutheran.net.  

Stay Connected 

with Advent! 

Youth News 

Pg. 7 

Annual Meeting 

Pgs. 5 & 6 

Little Pantry 

Pg. 4 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
mailto:churchoffice@adventlutheran.net
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PASTOR 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR 

 
 
One of the readings for our Christmas Season was Isaiah 52:7-10,  where Isaiah proclaims news of great joy: 
“Your God reigns!” Just as God saved the people from oppression in Egypt, God delivers Israel from exile.  
 
In that reading, we have:  “Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem.”  
 
During these days of online worship and social distancing, I am struck by that little word ‘together.’   “ Break 
forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem.” 
 
 The fallen stones of Jerusalem are summoned to sing together. The ruined city is to be a choir. 
 
We think so strongly of the faith as a personal affair. There is a whole tradition in American Christianity that 
asks whether you have accepted Christ Jesus as your personal Lord and savior. I understand the need for per-
sonal faith, but one of the results of the pandemic is that we are all hungry for getting back together, for faith 
expressed as community. 
 
Having worship online is helping us to investigate new ways of worshipping “together.”  The “chat” feature in 
our online gatherings gives us a sense that others are worshipping with us at the same time. That we are all, in 
our different settings, singing and praying and living out our faith, if not together, at least at the same time. It 
is certainly a time to be creative and flexible, and to make do.  
 
But the stones sing together. The stones that comprise the once holy city, akimbo, broken, aged, disconnected, 
scarred by fire and sword, the stones are summoned to sing together. 
 
So 1 Peter calls us living stones (1 Peter 2:5) of God’s holy temple. Paul calls us the body of Christ (Romans 
12:5) and spends the 12th Chapter of his letter to the Corinthians on being the body.   
 
And in his letter to the Ephesians, Paul declares: 
You are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s house-
hold, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 
In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. (Ephesians 2:19-
21)  
 
We are far from perfect stones for God’s holy temple, and I like the notion that we are hardly more than the 
rubble of a ruined city.  But, through the prophet Isaiah, God still calls us to join our voices in praise, for God 
has drawn near to build such stones as these into God’s holy dwelling-place. 
 
“Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem.”  
 
Glad to be on the journey with you, 
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Making the Love of Christ Known 

 

Advent Voice 

is the monthly newsletter of Advent Lutheran Church 

The deadline for articles is the 20th of each month.   
Please submit articles, graphics, and photos to  

churchoffice@AdventLutheran.net 

 

Advent Lutheran Church 

Contact Us:  
4306 132nd St. SE Mill Creek, WA 98012  

Phone: 425-337-5373  

Website: www.adventlutheran.net  

E-mail: churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Worship Schedule  
Online on YouTube - Search “Advent Lutheran Mill 
Creek” 

 

Advent Staff  
Pastor: Scott Postlewait,  

 pastor@adventlutheran.net  

Youth & Family Director:  Bryant Williams 

 cyfc@adventlutheran.net 

Choir Director/Accompanist: Kirsten Lysen 

 kjlysen@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Jennifer Schroeder  

 churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Visitation Pastor: G. Lee Kluth 

 kluthgl1969@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper: Kathy Wax 

 bookkeeper@adventlutheran.net 

 

Volunteers  
 

Church Council 

President/Admin:  Kim Hall 

Vice President:  Paul Polewko 

Secretary:  Heather Coon 

Fellowship:  Suzanne Morgan 

Worship:  Cari Krippner 

Youth:  Sue Taylor 

Finance/Stewardship:  Tom Sweeney 

Social Justice/Outreach:  Carla Merisko 

Education:  Ken Krause 

Facilities/Columbarium:  George Howard 

Treasurer:  Karen Young 

Finance Secretary:  Carolyn Johnson 

churchcouncil@adventlutheran.net 

Coordinators 

Lay Pastoral Care Minister:  Jill Bossen 

 prayerrequests@adventlutheran.net 

Open Door Ministries Liaison:  Skip Jolley 

 barneyoat@comcast.net 

 
Financial Update 

(through November 31, 2020) 

Total Income            $447,471 

Total Expenses Incl Mtg Principal   421,006 

 Net Income (Loss)           $26,465 

 

If you have remaining 2020 donations, please remember 

to turn them in before the end of the year so we can close 

out our books.  If you are mailing, mail early!  This is 

also a great time to make an additional end of year gift.  

From the staff at Advent, thank you all so 

much for the cards and goodies we received. 

It warmed our hearts and was very much     

appreciated. 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

+ Thanksgivings for Christmas celebrations and the vol-

unteers and donors who made this “different” Christ-

mas memorable; 

+ For our staff and leaders as we begin planning for our 

next festival season of Lent and Easter; 

+ For the health and well-being of all in the congrega-

tion, especially those with special health challenges; 

+ For those who grieve; 

+ For the Word of Life to be loose among us; 

+ For our country as it negotiates its way through a time 

of division and transition; 

+ For wellness and wholeness in our world. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
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Presidents Update 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

There is a new lightness in the air. There is hope peaking through the darkness. 2020 proved to be one of the 

most challenging in the modern era. But here we are.  2021 has arrived.  We are beginning to see that the end 

of this difficult road is drawing near.  

It is time to stop holding our collective breath. Time to exhale. Time to breath a sigh of relief and of anticipa-

tion. We are not through this wilderness yet, but we are able to see the path a little more clearly. I look for-

ward to what this year has to offer. I believe we will be able to rejoin each other in worship, again. We do not 

have a firm date on that yet, but it is coming.  

Thank you all for your support and patience as we have worked through the difficulties and logistics of clos-

ing our campus, worshiping remotely, gathering on Zoom or through drive through events. Thank you. These 

methods will continue for the time being. Some will continue far into the future as we have learned new, dif-

ferent and more innovative ways to remain in community.  

Thank you all for your faith, love, and encouragement. The year 2020 is now behind us; and 2021 is yet un-

known. Let us make this a memorable year. I am excited to see what we can create and enjoy together this 

year.  

Blessings,  

Kim Hall 

Advent’s Little Pantry and Library needs your help! 

Perhaps you have noticed our little pantry and library attached to the outside of the Fellowship Hall.  Maybe 

you have even looked at it up close or have seen our flyers about  it in the businesses and housing complexes 
around Advent.  People have slowly begun to take advantage of it and now it is being more heavily used.  We 
are so happy about that!  Several of us were able to provide items to restock the shelves sufficiently at first but 

now need a little support meeting the needs of those using it.  We are asking for your help. 

If you are able, we would appreciate donations, particularly of the 
following items:  peanut butter, chili, soup, canned vegetables and 
fruit, pasta sauce, packets of oatmeal, and personal care items such 

as shampoo, toothpaste and bars of soap.  Keep in mind that our 
space is limited and so no large cans or jars please.  Costco packs 
of things that can be broken down into individual items are fine.  

If you donate cans, the kind with pop tops rather than those that 
need can openers are best but any are appreciated.  Cash donations 
are welcome as well and will be used to purchase need items that 

are not donated. 

Please bring your donations to the office during Jennifer’s office hours, 10-3:30 Mon-
day—Wednesday.  We restock the pantry every couple of days and it will be so good to have a plentiful supply 
to rely on. 

Thank you in advance for your help! 
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Being Connected to the greater ELCA Church 

Should we care what is happening at the Synod or national level of the ELCA? I think so and we are provided 
with many resources to grow spiritually and in community with our sister churches in the synod and nationally.  

I have found that that reading the emails and magazines published by our leaders in the synod and national of-
fices provides me with insight into all of the ways churches are putting their faith into action. I would recom-
mend that you explore the rich materials our church provides for us. 

Thank you for considering this challenge to explore. 

Blessings, 

Jill Bossen, Lay Pastoral Care Minister 

 

NWWA Synod website – www.lutheransnw.org. This site has a wealth of information to grow spiritually and 
as a church. Includes info about committees, ministries such as the Hunger Team or Maritime Ministry, Spirit 
Stories of putting faith into action, and resources for Authentic Diversity, Worship, Stewardship.  

NWWA Synod - Weekly “What’s New” email provides information about educational events, music pro-
grams, an what is happening around the Synod and Pacific Lutheran University, and opportunities for spiritual 
growth. Sign up at www.lutheransnw.org/Sign-Up-for-Email . 

ELCA Website – www.elca.org has so much information about what our church denomination is doing and 
how they are helping people, communities and churches grow.  

ELCA Churchwide – Monthly “Living Lutheran” magazine provides information about spiritual growth, how 
churches are living out their faith in community, resources available for use in our congregations, church lead-
ership resolutions, and stories of faith. Check them out online www.livinglutheran.org or subscribe. 

Women of the ELCA www.womenoftheelca.org – Monthly “Gather” magazine provides stories that support 
the Bible study for the month, www.gathermagazine.org .  

Annual Report Time 

Be sure that your ministry is putting together a 

report as we begin to get ready for our Annual 

Meeting.  The Annual Meeting will be Sunday, 

January 31st, 2021 via Zoom.  Please submit 

your report to Jennifer in the church office 

(churchoffice@adventlutheran.net) by January 

10th. Thank you!  

Annual Meeting - January 31st  

As we prepare to welcome in 2021, please mark 

January 31, 2021 on your calendar, for our Annu-

al Meeting.  Our meeting will be held via Zoom at 

10:30. Our agenda will include election of new 

council members, approval of the 2021 operating 

budget.   More information will be sent out prior to 

the meeting.   

http://www.lutheransnw.org
http://www.lutheransnw.org/Sign-Up-for-Email
http://www.elca.org
http://www.livinglutheran.org
http://www.womenoftheelca.org
http://www.gathermagazine.org
mailto:churchoffice@adventlutheran.net
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Advent Annual Congregation Meeting/Events 

All events and activities surrounding the 2021 Congregation meeting will be held remotely utilizing Zoom 

meetings. The waiting room will be utilized for all meetings. Individuals will be admitted from the waiting 

room as quickly as possible.  

2021 Proposed Budget will be included in the ‘This Week’ email on Thursday, January 7, and available on 

the Advent website beginning Friday, January 8. 

Budget Forums will be held via Zoom following livestream worship at 10:30 a.m. on both Sunday, January 

10 and Sunday, January 17. Links to the meeting will be included in the weekly ‘This Week’ on Thursday 

prior. 

The annual meeting will be held Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom, following our regular 

worship service. Pastor Scott will open and close the meeting. Kim Hall will preside. Heather Coon will take 

minutes. Jennifer Schroeder will moderate (managing the waiting room and unmuting individuals, as need-

ed). 

Please note the following limitations and requirements: (The council understands that these are not ideal cir-

cumstances, however this has been deemed the most efficient way to complete the annual meeting and has 

been used by many other congregations during the past year.) 

The Zoom waiting room will be utilized. Members will be confirmed upon entry.  

All attendees will be muted upon entry, but will be unmuted as necessary to share thoughts and opinions.  

If there are multiple members in your household, ideally each will sign in using either a computer or cell 

phone for easier authentication. If you are not able to sign in separately, voting can be done using the 

chat feature at the bottom of the screen and will be counted along with those voting via poll. 

All votes will be cast using the polling option, with 5 minute time limits for each motion to be voted on.  

After each poll is closed the results will be shared for a short time.  

4 motions will be voted upon. Advent’s council submits the following motions for consideration:  

Move to accept the 2020 Annual Congregation meeting minutes as presented in the annual report.  

Move to accept the 2021 proposed budget as presented.  

Move to elect Darcel Fogarty, Spencer Noble and Sue Taylor to 3 year terms on Advent’s council 

beginning at the close of this meeting.  

Move to adjourn.  

Please plan to attend budget meetings and pose all questions regarding the above mentioned motions pri-

or to the annual meeting so that all who are attending are knowledgeable and prepared for casting 

their ballots. If you have questions, please submit them to churchoffice@adventlutheran.net. They 

will be address at the budget meetings, in the weekly emails and/or during the annual meeting.  

If you have questions or comments during the meeting please use the chat bar to notify Jennifer Schroeder 
who will be moderating the meeting. She will unmute individuals with comments or questions. All people 

attending will have the opportunity to discuss questions during the meeting.  

mailto:churchoffice@adventlutheran.net
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Sunday School at Home Resources 

Looking for a way to engage your kids at home with the lessons we hear during wor-

ship? Well we have the tools to help you out! Each week we post 

activity, coloring and family discussion pages on our website. 

You can also find a Sunday School video posted on our YouTube 

page and on our website as well. 

While we cannot wait until we can come back together, we hope 

these tools are helpful and engaging for your entire family. 

Coffee Wednesdays continue on OUTDOORS 

Wednesdays (Starting Jan 13) | 1:30-3pm | Advent Firepit 

We are continuing our Coffee Wednesdays outdoors, warm and 

around the firepit.  Bring your favorite beverage and just enjoy a 

time of fellowship around the fire, masked up and physically dis-

tant. 

We’ve moved the time to earlier in the afternoon for those who have to work later in the after-

noon and also to enjoy a little more daylight.  As always, friends are more than welcome to 

join, so stop on by on Wednesdays and say hi. 

Youth Group HYBRID 

Sundays @ 7pm  

Fellowship Hall/Your House 

With being a little more cautious as the 
vaccine roles out, and wanting in include 
as many of our young members as possible 
we are moving to a hybrid in-person/zoom 
model for youth group.  We will be alter-
nating Sundays of meeting in person or 
online. You can check your email for the 
dates or what is happening at Youth Group 
but here is a basic idea for the next 2 
Months. 

Jan 10—In Person Feb 7—No Meeting 

Jan 17—On Zoom  Feb 14—In Person 

Jan 24—In Person Feb 21—On Zoom 

Jan 31—On Zoom  Feb 28—In Person 

Youth Group Summer 2021  

Parent/Student Meeting 

Sunday, Jan 17 @ 7pm (On Zoom) 

While we are still unsure what Summer 
2021 will completely look like, it is time to 
come together, talk about our options, and 
begin to get excited for the summer 
ahead. 

We will be having a student & parent 
meeting over zoom on January 17 to let 
you know what the status of next summer 
is and all the options available to you. We 
will also cover the possible outlook for VBS 
2021 and begin putting our energy behind 
it. 

If you are not already on Bryant’s email 
list and want to make sure you get the 
zoom link, make sure to email him and he 
will add you. 

cyfc@adventlutheran.net 



4306 132nd Street S.E. 
Mill Creek, WA  98012 

www.adventlutheran.net 
425-337-5373 

Follow us on  
Facebook  

 VOICE 

 

BOY SCOUTS OFFER CHRISTMAS TREE DROP-OFF 

Boy Scout Troop 120 will be offering a convenient Christmas tree drop-off site 

on Saturday, January 9, 2021. The drop-off site will be in operation from 9am to 

3pm at Advent Lutheran Church, 4306 132nd Street SE, Mill Creek. The Christ-

mas tree drop-off program is a community service. A suggested financial dona-

tion of $10 per tree is greatly appreciated. Your $$ support will fund BSA 

Troop 120 activities and send troop members to summer camp. Thank you for 

your support! 


