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Stay Connected
with Advent!
Stay connected with Advent
during this time of social
distancing!

We post our Sunday worship on YouTube and our
website.
Use this link to get to our
channel. (or just go to
YouTube.com and search for
"Advent Lutheran Church of
Mill Creek")
We also send out weekly
email devotions. If you’d
like to receive our weekly
emails, just let us know at
churchoffice@adventlutheran.net.

Food Truck Wednesdays
4:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Advent is hosting food trucks in our parking lot!
So take a night off from cooking at home and support these great locally
owned food trucks. Need a night out too? There's plenty of green space
on our campus to lay down a blanket, or you can even go across the
street to the local park.
Use the link below to check out what trucks are coming.

FOOD TRUCK SCHEDULE
August 4, 4:30-7:30pm - Zaytoona
(Mediterranean)
August 11, 4:30-7:30pm - Delfino’s Pizza
(Pizza)
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR

The wine flows freely at God’s banquet.
And it is good wine.

“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is
running over.” Psalm 23:5
The poet switches metaphors in the middle of the 23rd Psalm, but both are royal images: God as shepherd
and God as banquet host. They are themes that weave throughout Scripture, going back to the exodus when
God led the people out from slavery and provided them food in the wilderness.

And in the midst of anxious times, God promises both that God will raise up a righteous shepherd and that
God himself will be our shepherd. Promises that get woven together in Christ who declares: “I am the good
shepherd.”
The message of Jesus was that the reign of God was at hand, and in him we see and hear that reign. The sick
are healed. The outcasts are gathered in. Sins are forgiven. Grace abounds. All are fed at God’s bounteous
table. Five thousand from five small “loaves” and two small dried fish – with twelve baskets left over. Water
is turned to overflowing wine, wine strained clear.
We heard it in the Gospel as we entered into August, where week after week this month we will hear that
Jesus is the bread of life. We heard that “Jesus had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things…” Mark 6:34

Jesus began to teach them, because it is not just about bread; it is about joy and deliverance and the way of
being human. It is about living the compassion of God. It is about forgiving one another and loving our
neighbor and having the burden of humanity’s shame lifted away. We who are all created in the image of
God have lived war and greed and cruelty. We have been Cain rising against Abel. We have been Abraham
protecting himself rather than his hosts. We have been Sodom and Gomorrah, abusing others in our power.
We have been Job’s self-righteous friends. We have been Jonah fleeing from our mission. We have been the
person building bigger barns rather than sharing God’s bounty. We have been Peter denying. And this incomprehensible burden of shame, our dishonoring of God, has been carried away by a royal pardon, a king
who bears it all.
“He began to teach them,” teach them about God’s mercy, God’s abundance, and our true path. Jesus is indeed our shepherd. And Jesus invites us to the table where grace abounds like wine, and all are fed, and
goodness and steadfast love don’t just follow us, but God’s goodness keeps chasing us. Forever.
Glad to be on the journey with you,

August 2021
•

•
•
•

IN OUR PRAYERS
• With thanks to God for the contributions of so
many to our life together
• For those ill, recuperating or in special need, and
for those who grieve
• For God to guide and use our ministries to touch
lives with grace
• For an end to divisive rhetoric
• For those who are thinking about joining Advent
Lutheran Church
• For the continued growth and renewal of the congregation
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Advent Lutheran Church
Making the Love of Christ Known
Contact Us:
4306 132nd St. SE Mill Creek, WA 98012
Phone: 425-337-5373
Website: www.adventlutheran.net
E-mail: churchoffice@adventlutheran.net

Worship Schedule

Online on YouTube - Search “Advent Lutheran Mill
Creek”

Advent Staff
Pastor: Scott Postlewait,
pastor@adventlutheran.net
Children, Youth & Family Director: Bryant Williams
cyfc@adventlutheran.net
Choir Director/Accompanist: Kirsten Lysen
kjlysen@gmail.com
Office Manager: Kristina Johnson
churchoffice@adventlutheran.net
Digital Media Specialist: Paul Snider
digital@adventlutheran.net
Visitation Pastor: G. Lee Kluth
kluthgl1969@gmail.com

Thank you to everyone at Advent for your outpouring
of love and support. I have thoroughly enjoyed working
here and getting to know so many of you the past few
years. I will miss my Advent family and appreciate you
all very much. Thank you for being so wonderful!
Jennifer

Volunteers
Church Council
President/Admin: Kim Hall
Vice President: Paul Polewko
Secretary: Sue Taylor
Fellowship: Suzanne Morgan
Youth: Spencer Noble
Finance/Stewardship: Tom Sweeney
Social Justice/Outreach: Carla Merisko
Education: Ken Krause
Facilities: Darcel Fogerty
Worship: Heather Coon
Treasurer: Karen Young
Finance Secretary: Carolyn Johnson
churchcouncil@adventlutheran.net
Coordinators
Lay Pastoral Care Minister: Jill Bossen
prayerrequests@adventlutheran.net
Open Door Ministries Liaison: Skip Jolley

Weekly Emails

Financial Update
(through June 30, 2021)
Total Income
$236,089
Total Expenses Incl Mtg Principal 235,939
Net Income (Loss)
$150

To Subscribe to Advent’s weekly emails via MailChimp:
http://eepurl.com/KE-aX

Advent Voice
is the monthly newsletter of Advent Lutheran Church
The deadline for articles is the 20th of each month.
Please submit articles, graphics, and photos to
churchoffice@AdventLutheran.net
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ELCA Youth Gathering 2022 Info Meeting | Sunday, August 8th | 7:00pm
Gathering Dates: July 24-28, 2022
It might be July, but it is time to mark your calendars
and begin to get excited as we start talking about
summer 2022 this August! Mark your calendars and
join us for our first information session on Sunday,
August 8th and let’s getting excited together for the
ELCA Youth Gathering!

Youth Group Calendar

Sunday School News

Here’s a look at the great things we have planned
for Youth Group in July. As a reminder, all YG
Stay tuned to the church weekly emails to
Events begin at 7:30pm unless otherwise specified
find out more information about our
Aug 8 @ 7pm - Youth Gathering Meeting/ upcoming Sunday School year.

Bob Ross Paint Night
Aug 15—No Youth Group
Aug 23 - Youth Group
Aug 30 - Youth Group Movie Night
Sept 5 - No Youth Group
(Labor Day Weekend)

We will have surveys and be looking for
your input and energy to bring our Sunday
School back to be a great place for all to
experience their faith and the Bible.

If you want to help lead, plan, or coordinate Sunday School
please reach out to
Bryant for more
information.

Coffee Wednesdays rolling through August
Wednesdays | 2ish-4ish PM | Advent Park
Stop by for a chance to check in with Bryant, enjoy the
sunshine, and share your favorite beverages together.
Join us every Wednesday for a chance to enjoy the weather, throw around a frisbee or kick a soccer ball, and just
enjoy some fellowship before going off to your job, other summer fun, or sports practice. We will always have some sorts of snacks for you to enjoy. As always, masks are
recommended and there will be plenty of hand sanitizer available.

August 2021
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We have added a new section to our collection in conjunction with the Diversity and Justice Committee. In it you will find books chronicling the journey of people of color in our
country. Books by James Baldwin, Maya Angelou and Sherman Alexie, among others, and
the DVD “Selena” are available. When we are fully open, come in and take a look!

RIC Criteria Changes - How?
In our July’s article, RIC Process: How? we described how Advent became a Reconciling in Christ church
with a 6-month education period and then a congregation-wide vote in 2016. After 5 years we look at the excellent Reconciling Works website for ways to refresh our RIC commitment. In 2020 Reconciling Works updated the criteria for becoming a RIC church, for example adding a Racial Equity Plan. This was prompted by
increased awareness that we should aspire to equal opportunity for all. Perhaps it is time to add a more inclusive rainbow flag to our building.
Reconciling Works is in the process of assessing all RIC churches for the updated criteria. The Advent Church Council will be updating our welcome statement.
Information provided by: Skip Jolley, Open Door Ministry Liaison and Jill Bossen, ODM
Board Member
August 2021 Voice

ELCA ADVOCACY
The ELCA has an Advocacy Office that is offering opportunities to understand our role as Lutherans in advocacy.
Advocacy Summer School
Presented by ELCA Advocacy staff in collaboration with ELCA Peace Not Walls .
In a fresh format, five skill-building and issue-informing virtual sessions are planned on Wednesdays beginning at 11am Pacific . Pick 1 or take all 5!
Each is presented in 30 minutes, followed by an optional 15-minute Q&A time.
August 11 – What is faith-based advocacy?
August 18 – How do I approach policy makers?
August 25 – How do I use media for impact?
September 1 – Let’s talk: About the Holy Land
September 8 – Let’s talk: About immigration
Please see the ELCA website for Registration details.
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Do you crochet or knit? Did you know we have a Prayer Shawl Ministry at Advent? We make and provide
prayer shawls for members who have had surgery, are ill or have experienced a death in the family. In addition, we have provided shawls for attendees at the Longest Night service in December. During the pandemic
we have not met in person but I have tried to send out shawls in the mail for people.
If you are interested in taking part in this ministry, please contact Jill Bossen at jrbossen@comcast.net or 425218-6696. I am happy to teach you how to crochet and provide materials if needed.
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The Bishop’s Article from the August 2021 edition of The Spirit
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee - NW Washington Synod, ELCA

My dining room table has been my office for sixteen months. Right now, as I look at
the surface I see my computer, a picture of my kids, my phone, a coffee cup, two
glasses filled halfway with water, my notebook, gum, sticky notes, my Bible, The Management of Policies and Procedures for Management of the Roster of the ELCA, The
ELCA Constitution, various stacks of paper, some books I want to read, the ELW, my
devotion book, and pushed way out of the way, at the very edge of the table, my lovely quilted table runner and candles that used to sit in the middle of the dining room
table (when it wasn’t being used to eat on). If my dining room table could speak, it
would say, “I am tired. I am tired of you sitting here day after day. I am tired of you
making a mess on me. I am tired of not being used for what I’m supposed to be used
for. I am tired.” Or maybe … I’m projecting. When this pandemic first hit, the synod
staff and I went into emergency mode. We made plans. We sent out emails. We revised (and revised and revised) COVID-19 guidelines. Like you, we kept going and going. And we have survived. And you have survived. Together, we have survived. And
together … we are tired. As you might recall, Jesus also got tired. There are many
verses throughout the Gospels where we read: “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places
and prayed." … "Jesus was sleeping." … "He didn't want anyone to know which house
he was staying in." And it didn’t start in the Gospels. Truly, from the beginning of time,
we hear how God rested. In Genesis, God rested on the seventh day. And God understood rest not only for Godself but also for the very creatures that God created. The
only thing that God calls holy in the creation account is the sabbath. When God gave
Moses the Ten Commandments God specifically declared, “Remember the sabbath day
and keep it holy.” And this commandment was for everyone – including outsiders and
animals. Fully fifteen percent of life was to be sabbath. In this commandment we hear
how the sabbath is sacred for those who live in relationship with a living God – this
God who rescued people from slavery in a land where no rest was allowed. I think
somewhere we forgot the rhythms that God placed on this earth. The rhythm that is in
the very way that trees grow and lay dormant; how tides ebb and flow; how spring
moves into summer and into fall and into winter and back to spring. While it is true
that Jesus did say, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the
sabbath,” he also said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.” Sabbath is a time of rest, a time of renewal, and a
time to listen for what God is up to in our lives, in our communities, and in our world.
Sabbath is a time to reflect on the world without rushing to “fix it.” Sabbath is not
“guilt-ridden stolen time.” Instead, sabbath is holy. Sabbath is sacred. Sabbath is commanded and modeled by God. Beloveds, we are called to sabbath. We are called to
sabbath even when it seems the needs of all are pressing in on us. While you – and
your vocations, your desires, your gifts, your responsibilities – are important, so is understanding that the world does not revolve around your work. And, in taking sabbath,
you become a better leader and servant. Enjoy August. Take sabbath. Let others take
sabbath. The world is in good hands. In the best hands. In God’s hands. (And yes, I
am going to clean off my dining room table. Soon.) +Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee

August 2021
Returning to the Sanctuary for Worship - August 8th 9:30
We have transitioned back to in-person worship outside, and now it’s time to transition back to inperson worship inside the Sanctuary!

7

We have worked hard to make Advent a safe place, both before the pandemic and during the pandemic. Out of concern for the health and well-being of all members of our community, particularly
children under the age of 12 and the immunocompromised, we’ll be using these guidelines:
You do NOT need to make a reservation to attend worship, nor sign-in to the sanctuary. If a case
of COVID-19 is reported, the whole congregation will be notified.
All (both vaccinated and unvaccinated) are required to wear a face covering that covers both the
nose and the mouth, during in-person worship services with the possibility of mixed
vaccination statuses. This protects the most vulnerable among us, and it also allows us to
sing as a group, something that is not advised at this time for unmasked individuals.
Doors will be propped open to provide good ventilation and airflow. (Please plan on bringing a
sweater or jacket on chilly days) We have installed MERV 13 filters in our ventilation system
to best filter the air.
Please maintain social distance from others throughout your time inside the building, and allow
space between seated groups.
Families are encouraged to bring their own books and toys to worship.
The pastor(s) and worship leader(s) will remove their mask when speaking to the congregation.
They are all vaccinated, and they will be at a distance from the assembly.
Offerings will continue to be received online, through automatic bill pays, or by placing your offering in the large offering box in the sanctuary. (We will not be passing the offering plates at this
time.)
Holy Communion will continue to be offered with self contained cups in the pew. (Yes, you’ll need
to remove your masks to consume the wafer and grape juice). Please pick up your communion cups as you arrive.
No coffee or refreshments will be served at this time. All members will be invited to exit the building following worship using the closest exit. We’ll visit with one another outside the church
building.
All members who are able to be vaccinated are encouraged to be vaccinated. Please do so prior
to attending in-person events at Advent.
If you feel unwell, have symptoms of COVID-19, or have been exposed to someone with COVID19, please stay home. Worship will continue to be provided online.
If you are diagnosed with COVID-19 and have attended worship or another in-person gathering at
Advent, please contact the church office immediately.
Yes, the list of guidelines looks long, but it’s quite simple —
we minimize risk and help people feel safe as we begin to come together again.
It’s who we are as people of faith, and it’s who we are as a welcoming congregation.
If you are unable or unwilling to observe these practices, we ask you to continue to worship
with us from home online.
It is important for families with young children and those who are medically vulnerable to feel
welcome at Advent, even as the pandemic continues.

Thank You from Jill Bossen
I wanted to say thank you to everyone who have provided gifts for our Youth and Family Director, Bryant
and Stina Williams’ daughter Harlow Luella’s first birthday and our Music Director, Kirsten Lysen and Chris
Hewett’s new baby. I am so thankful for this giving community.

Food Truck Wednesdays
Wednesdays | 4:30-7:30pm | Advent Parking Lot
Take a night off from cooking and enjoy delicious food from different
food trucks each week. You can choose to order at the truck and enjoy your food in the grass around the sanctuary OR take it to go. This
is a great way to come together, enjoy fellowship, and support our community.

You can find out what food trucks will be there each week and see menus by going to
streetfoodfinder.com/adventmillcreek . Stop by, say hi, and enjoy great food together!

4306 132nd Street S.E.
Mill Creek, WA 98012

Follow us on
Facebook

www.adventlutheran.net
425-337-5373
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