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Stay Connected
with Advent!
Stay connected with Advent
during this time of social distancing!
We post our Sunday worship
on YouTube and our website.
Use this link to get to our
channel. (or just go to
YouTube.com and search for
"Advent Lutheran Church of
Mill Creek")
We also send out weekly
email devotions. If you’d like
to receive our weekly emails,
just let us know at churchoffice@adventlutheran.net.

Bishop’s Message
Pg. 6

Many thanks to the Facilities Crew who used this time to
get the Sanctuary painted! It looks great!
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ADVENT VOICE
A MESSAGE FROM OUR

PASTOR

It’s August, and the season of Lent seems like a long time ago.
Lent, when we started with a theme of “Whispering Stones”.
Lent, when we looked to hear from those who could not remain silent about Jesus.
Lent, when we worshipped together, like we always do.
Lent, when the pandemic worsened, and we all began to learn new ways to be community.
And now it is August, and we are still adapting, and waiting, and watching.

As we begin August, the story of Jesus healing the man who had been ill for thirty-eight years keeps rising to
the forefront.
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Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes.
In these lay many invalids — blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5One man was there who had been ill for thirtyeight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, "Do
you want to be made well?" 7The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the
water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me." 8Jesus said to him,
"Stand up, take your mat and walk." 9At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to
walk.
Now that day was a sabbath. -John 5:2-9
3

We’ve been waiting for about five months. This man had suffered for thirty-eight years. When asked whether
he wishes to be made whole, he answers Jesus by saying he has no one to help him into the water. It was
believed that an angel would occasionally descend and stir the water in this pool, and then the first person into
the pool would be healed. But this man has no one. He answers with brokenness and despair. He has no hope
of healing. He has no community, no family, no friends, no one to care for him – until Jesus finds him. And
Jesus does find him.
The leaders respond to this wondrous healing by criticizing the man for carrying his mat on the Sabbath, their
response comes after the ominous sentence: “Now that day was a sabbath.” It’s quite a statement, isn’t it?
Quite the response to God’s wondrous work - this tiny legalism overlooking the wonder of God’s grace.
These tiny legalisms are a central part of John’s Gospel. When Jesus, himself, is then criticized for working
on the Sabbath, he answers by saying, among other things, “My Father is still working, and I also am
working.” (John 5:17) It’s as though everyone imagined God’s work of creating was over. God had created
for six days and now God was “resting.”
But here, Jesus declares that God is still at work.
And here, in August, God is still creating — and God’s work is still a work of healing.
God is working to make us whole. God is working to make the world whole.
Sometimes it just needs to be said - God is still at work.
Glad to be on the journey with you,
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IN OUR PRAYERS
+ We give thanks for your precious gifts of love and life;
+ embrace and nurture us in your love;
+ sustain us when we are feeling broken or frightened;
+ open our hearts and minds to hear your word and call;
+ inspire us to be your hands and minds to hear your
word and call;
+ strengthen us to take action to seek justice for our
neighbors;
+ grant us courage and creativity to joyfully share your
Good News.

Happy Summer!
Five months is a long time to be away from each other.
But we will persist, and we will prevail. Thank you to
everyone who is continuing to be engaged, to support
and to lift-up our community during this historic time.
Even though we are not able to meet in person, much is
happening. The reopening task force is meeting weekly,
the council continues to meet every month, facilities is
moving forward with maintenance and things get done.
A huge thank you to Mark and Becky Thiele and Jeff
Payne for taking advantage of this time and painting the
entire sanctuary. It looks great! As does the parking lot
thanks to Phil Clements.
We have seen several drive-by drives for both food and
diapers. The youth continue to meet outside enjoying
games and a movie on the wall. A new community library and pantry is in the works and the garden of giving
continues to provide food for the needy.
We are the hands and feet of Jesus. Thank you all for
your faith, commitment and love. Please continue to
keep Advent and our community in your prayers. Together we will prevail.
Blessings,
Kim Hall

Financial Update
(through June 30, 2020)
Total Income
$252,487
Total Expenses Incl Mtg Principal 240,456
Net Income (Loss)
$12,031
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Advent Lutheran Church
Making the Love of Christ Known
Contact Us:
4306 132nd St. SE Mill Creek, WA 98012
Phone: 425-337-5373
Website: www.adventlutheran.net
E-mail: churchoffice@adventlutheran.net

Worship Schedule

Online on YouTube - Search “Advent Lutheran Mill
Creek”

Advent Staff
Pastor: Scott Postlewait,
pastor@adventlutheran.net
Youth & Family Director: Bryant Williams
cyfc@adventlutheran.net
Choir Director/Accompanist: Kirsten Lysen
kjlysen@gmail.com
Office Manager: Jennifer Schroeder
churchoffice@adventlutheran.net Visitation
Pastor: G. Lee Kluth
kluthgl1969@gmail.com
Bookkeeper: Kathy Wax
bookkeeper@adventlutheran.net

Volunteers
Church Council
President/Admin: Kim Hall
Vice President: Paul Polewko
Secretary: Heather Coon
Fellowship: Suzanne Morgan
Worship: Cari Krippner
Youth: Sue Taylor
Finance/Stewardship: Tom Sweeney
Social Justice/Outreach: Carla Merisko
Education: Ken Krause
Facilities/Columbarium: George Howard
Treasurer: Karen Young
Finance Secretary: Carolyn Johnson
churchcouncil@adventlutheran.net
Coordinators
Lay Pastoral Care Minister: Jill Bossen
prayerrequests@adventlutheran.net
Open Door Ministries Liaison: Skip Jolley
barneyoat@comcast.net
Sunday School Coordinator: Diane Krause
sundayschool@adventlutheran.net

Advent Voice
is the monthly newsletter of Advent Lutheran Church
The deadline for articles is the 20th of each month.
Please submit articles, graphics, and photos to
churchoffice@AdventLutheran.net
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Re-opening Task Force Update
July 27, 2020
It is amazing with the campus closed for so long and no opportunity to meet in person how much still needs to be done.
Below is an overview of what your reopening task force has been working on this month. If you have any questions or
ideas please let us know. Your input is important. The continued support and encouragement of our congregation is greatly appreciated.
WiFi in Sanctuary –
The sanctuary has been wired for better WiFi connection so we can move to live-streaming. Live stream date has been
delayed for the time being. It is believed moving to live stream right now would be a step back in the worship experience
and add more time and stress to the staff. Work is continuing to perfect the use of the new capability so when we go live
it will be a smooth transition. We will continue to provide live stream once worship resumes so people, who are sick or
otherwise unable to attend worship, will be able to be experience worship wherever they are.
Cleaning and Sanitizing –
This is an ongoing project. Trying to find product that is not toxic, (i.e. can be used on surfaces where food may be offered or children may be using), have purchased an initial supply of disposable masks, gloves, working on sanitizing stations. Created cleaning protocols for group leaders and for janitorial staff. Cleaning kit to be available in all spaces (C1,
FH, Sanc, Bldg A).
Training –
Creating training material for small groups and ministry leaders. Each group using Advent facilities will be required to
have 2 people trained in COVID-19 cleaning and health screening protocols, including screening, social distancing,
cleaning, following mask requirements, etc. Training will occur via Zoom meeting. Binder with training information will
be available with all cleaning kits and to include all information that may be required by the state if called upon to produce.
Signage –
Social distancing, mask required, bathroom and kitchen limits, wash/sanitize hand signs have been placed throughout
campus. Will also place “Use main door” signs on side doors and at edge of walkways to side doors. Will place signs on
ends of pews. Others as needed.
Prince of Peace –
Working with the preschool on a myriad of issues that are involved with opening in September. Including occupancy/
class size limits, cleaning requirements, tours and “meet your teacher” opportunities, snack options, etc.
Survey –
The first survey was very successful and useful. A new one will be going out in the next couple of weeks. In the very early process of creating.
Memorial Service –
A plan has been created to provide grieving families with an opportunity to have a memorial service similar to a wake or
viewing. This will allow the family and community to come together in remembrance and to offer condolences.
Post Exposure Incident Report plan –
A plan has been created to assist in tracking possible exposure if an individual who has been on the Advent campus receives a positive COVID-19 test result.
Other –
Other issues and items are regularly being discussed and worked on. We have an amazing team of highly dedicated individuals working on this task force. As needed, others from our congregation and community have been and will be called
on to help make this transition as smooth as possible.
Blessings,
Kim Hall

August 2020

HS Youth Group Upcoming Events
With protocols and safety measures taken, we will be
coming back together for in-person Youth Group. We
will meet each Sunday and will enjoy time together,
from a safe distance and with masks.

Coffee Wednesday Continues
Every Wednesday from 3-5pm
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Where? “Advent Park”

Our Youth Group time is open to all incoming 9th grade Bryant is bringing back in-person Coffee Wednesdays
starting in July. We will be meeting outside near the
students through just graduated seniors. Please make
firepit. Bring your favorite drink and come, enjoy the
sure you have your mask with you.
sunshine (hopefully), and play some games while we
Here’s what’s coming up:
catch up and stay at a safe physical
distance.

Movie Night—Pirates of the Caribbean
Sunday, August 2nd | Time: 8:00PM |
Location: Grass Between A Building & Fellowship Hall
Enjoy some popcorn and a movie under the stars

Bingo Night
Sunday, August 9th | 7-8:30pm | Advent Park

As per our new policy, you will need to have a mask to
wear and if you don’t have
one we will provide one for
you. Also, you will want to
bring your own chair or
blanket to sit on or you
can just enjoy the feeling
of grass between your
toes.
We look forward to seeing you Wednesdays for Coffee!

Try your luck and bring your best skills for a fun night
playing bingo together. We will have fun prizes and
great snacks for all

Yard Game Olympics
Sunday, August 16th | 7-8:30pm | Advent Park
Show off your competitive side as we faceoff in classic
yard games and some with a twist!

Bonfire Night
Sunday, August 23rd | 7-8:30pm | Advent Park
Enjoy s’mores as we talk about the new year and continue to look at how we serve others.

Youth Group 2020-2021
Sunday, August 30th | 7-8:30pm | Advent Park
Want to be a part of the plan for our next year in youth
group? Now you will get the chance. We will look at
what parts of our faith do we want to understand more,
how we want to serve, and what fun things could we do
while still being safe.

40th Anniversary Update
We've made the difficult decision to postpone the
40th Anniversary festivities that were planned for
September. However, we are planning a "drive-thru
40th" event for Sunday September 20th! Mark your
calendar, and stay tuned for more details soon!
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The Bishop’s Article from the August 2020 edition of The Spirit
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee - NW Washington Synod, ELCA
Dear Beloveds of the Northwest Washington Synod,

I recently read the book The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson about Winston Churchill during
the blitz. I was surprised to learn that Churchill was appointed prime minister on the day that German forces stormed into Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg. He did not even have time to move into the prime minister’s office. Instead, he began directing the war effort from his previous office. (And I thought that my first year had
tumultuous events!)
On August 1, 2020, I will have completed my first year as your bishop. I have been excited, thrilled, sad, frustrated, energized, and challenged – perhaps you have been, too. I have been so grateful for everyone in this synod – the staff
(Andy, Dianne, Susan, Traci, and David), the rostered ministers, and the members of our congregations/ministry sites. I
have enjoyed working in the wider ELCA and with other faith leaders throughout the U.S. and the world. This call is
truly a gift.
At the beginning of my call as Bishop, through prayer and conversation, I discerned what I believed God was calling us
to emphasize as a synod during this first year:
Leadership
Community
Youth and Young Adults
Faithful Innovation
In collaboration with other individuals and groups within the synod, we began working on these emphases. And some
good work is happening.

That said, I did not predict COVID-19. I did not predict churches stopping in-person worship nor did I understand how
long this pandemic time would last. I did not anticipate how this pandemic would impact each person and each congregation in this synod. I am slowly realizing that it will be a long time before we shake hands, hug, sit closely, and sing
together again.
I also did not expect that in these last months we would have marches in the streets, voices being raised, and laws being
changed as people said, “Enough! Enough to systemic racism and brutality against people of color. Enough!” I did not
anticipate that there is new possibility in this world towards true peace and justice if we all do the hard work God is calling us to do.
This is an exciting – and challenging – time to be church. But what opportunities we have! God is calling us to new
ways of living, new ways of doing, and new ways of being. Truly, God is calling us to new life in Christ! As we hear in
Romans 6:4, “Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”
So, what will come in my second year as your bishop? If it is anything like this first year, a lot will happen! I anticipate
that there will be highs and lows, joys and sorrows, confession and forgiveness, surprises and wonders. Through it all,
though, I trust that God will be with us - in, with, and under – as we move forward together.
Every day I give thanks for you. I am so grateful to be with you on this journey. I thank you for your trust in me as your
bishop and I thank God every day for the Spirit who calls us, gathers us, and sends us out into the world. May you rest,
breathe, and act in God’s love, justice, and true peace.
In the Hope and Love of Christ,
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
From the August Edition of The Spirit
lutheransnw.org/publications

August 2020
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY UPDATE!
Please understand holding these events is dependent on the current
health crisis in our state on the announced dates. All programs will
follow the health guidelines in place at the time and may need to
be rescheduled.
“A Walk on the Red Carpet”
November 21, 2020
Fellowship Hall: 1:00 – 3:00pm

Vintage Oscar fashions from the Red Carpet
Bags of Swag!
An Event to Remember!
Voluntary Donations will help offset the cost
of Women’s Ministry Events.
Please RSVP: Beth Schneidler at bethschneidler@mac.com
Or Jennifer in the church office

“A CLOSER WALK WITH THEE”
SPRING WEEKEND RETREAT
Camp Huston in Gold Bar
April 9-11, 2021

Beyond the Book club decided last fall to leave
the October and November slots open with the titles to be decided on during the year. We’ve just
finished voting on the prospective titles and our
additional titles are:

October - The Kurdish Bike by Alesa Lightbourne
Quiet Time, Group Discussions, Free Time,
Comfortable Accommodations, Good Food,
Hiking and Craft Opportunities
(We need at least 26 women registered by
October 6, 2020
to meet our minimum attendee requirements.)
Please RSVP to Jennifer: Church Office or Beth
at bethschneidler@mac.com
To join the fun!

November - The Woman of Troublesome Creek by
Kim Michelle Richardson
December - Meet Me at the Museum by Anne
Youngson

We had a tie vote for the November slot so we decided to read one in December as well! So many
good books out there.

4306 132nd Street S.E.
Mill Creek, WA 98012

Follow us on
Facebook

www.adventlutheran.net
425-337-5373

VOICE
Thank you for your generosity with July's "Diaper
Drive-thru" for the Everett Food Bank! You filled up the
entire bed of a pickup truck with diapers, what a sight!
The Food Bank was overjoyed to received them. As we
arrived they said, "We literally ran out of diapers this
weekend! Thank you so much!"

It is so nice to see you at
these "Drive-Thrus"!
Thank you for living out
your faith during these
odd times, and for sharing the love of Christ
with our neighbors!

Our dedicated team
in the Garden of
Giving have been
busy planting, weeding and harvesting
for Snohomish Food
Bank. Even though
the rabbits have enjoyed munching on
our veggies, there is
still plenty to harvest.
At 9:00am on Monday, our team of volunteers start to harvest and are done by
10:00am for pickup by Bill and Cindy Steenis.

