
Palm Sunday, The Three Days, Easter 

Beginning March 28, we will experience the most ancient and powerful liturgies of 
the church year.  The great drama of redemption, the story of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, is read, sung, made visible and proclaimed to us in our worship. 

 

Palm Sunday, March 28th 

Online Palm Sunday service at 9:30 am (or anytime after 9:30) 

Worship on the final Sunday of Lent opens with a festive procession of palms as we 
enter Jerusalem with Jesus. 

Palms, Crosses, and Drive-thru Food Drive, 11-12.  Bring the soup cans you’ve 
collected over Lent, along with any other non-perishable food items for the Everett 
Food Bank.  Pick up your palm, and if you’d like to stick around for a bit, make a 
palm cross at one of our craft stations.  Social distancing and masks required. 

Triduum: The Three Days 

From the evening of Maundy Thursday through Good Friday, and culminating with 
the Celebration of the Resurrection on Easter, we ponder the profound meaning of 
those momentous events: Jesus washing his followers’ feet; Jesus crucified upon the 
cross; Jesus risen from the dead. 

Maundy Thursday —April 1  online worship available at noon. 

Jesus washes the feet of his disciples, and gives us the mandate to love one another. 

Good Friday —April 2  online worship available at noon. 

A quiet service that brings us to the cross.  

Easter Sunday —April 4  Festival online worship available at 7:00 am. 

In the brightness of Easter morning, we begin the 50 days in which we celebrate 

God’s vindication of Jesus and our deliverance from the dominion of death.     

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, alleluia, alleluia!  

April 2021 

 

 
 

 

Stay connected with Advent 

during this time of social 

distancing! 

 

We post our Sunday wor-

ship on YouTube and our 

website.    

Use this link to get to our 

channel.  (or just go to 

YouTube.com and search for 

"Advent Lutheran Church of 

Mill Creek")   

 

We also send out weekly 

email devotions.  If you’d 

like to receive our weekly 

emails, just let us know at 

churchoffice@adventlutheran.net.  

Stay Connected 

with Advent! 

Youth News 

Pg. 7 

Women’s Ministry Update 

Pg. 4 

Prayers 

Pg. 3 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
mailto:churchoffice@adventlutheran.net
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PASTOR 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR 

We are ready to celebrate Easter - our second Easter during the pandemic, our 
second Easter online, our second Easter as people waiting, watching, and 
wondering.  It is hard to voice the range of emotion that we bring to another online Easter - from weariness, to    
sadness, to hope, and to joy.  
 
In the midst of this range, we hold to the Living Word.  
 
We are not alone. There are verses in Scripture of stunning pathos.  They come early in the biblical text. One is the 
cry of Cain when God has exposed his murder of his brother and announced the consequences: “When you till the 
ground, it will no longer yield to you its strength; you will be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” Cain cries 
out: “My punishment is greater than I can bear! Today you have driven me away from the soil, and I shall be hid-
den from your face” (Genesis 4:13-14). 
 
Cain loses his relationship to the land but, more painfully, he becomes a stranger to God, hidden from God’s face. 
It is a cry like that of Jesus on the cross that we hear again on Good Friday: “My God, My God, why have you for-
saken me?” 
 
Or the cry at the end of Lamentations, “Why have you forgotten us completely?” when the poet, exhausted from his 
anguished lament, asks God to restore the people “unless you have utterly rejected us, and are angry with us be-
yond measure.” (5:21-22) 
 
Another is the cry of Esau to his father, Isaac, when his brother, Jacob, has stolen the blessing. He cries out to his 
father: “Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!” as he breaks down in anguished tears. 
(Genesis 27:38) 
 
And then there is the question of Isaac to his Father as they journey alone to Mt. Moriah: “Father!…The fire and 
the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?” Abraham’s anguished heart clings to the hope that 
God cannot truly require what has been asked of him: “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my 
son.” 
 
In the season of Easter, Peter grieves that the risen Jesus would ask three times if Peter loved him – as Peter had 
three times denied Jesus. 
 
The Living Word is full of pathos. And it is full of joy. It contains the whole range of human experience. Here we 
find the exquisite wine at the wedding at Cana and the angry tears of Jesus at the death of his friend Lazarus. There 
are moments of wondrous compassion and fearful hardness of heart. Greed, corruption and murder; courage, honor 
and generosity – it's all here.  
 
The full, rich, painful, array of human life is set before us, and we are bidden to find there, through it all, the persis-
tent faithfulness of God who would raise this world from the bonds of sin and death into the realm of grace and life. 
Scripture is our human story. And it is God’s story: the divine heartbeat of the universe wrestling, struggling, suf-
fering, to redeem us.   
 
We celebrate this story on Easter, and every day.  For we are a community where we tell God’s story and encour-
age one another to let God take our hand and lead us – even when the way does not seem clear.  For we are a 
community that proclaims Christ is risen!  
 
Christ is risen indeed, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Glad to be on the journey with you, 
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Making the Love of Christ Known 

Advent Lutheran Church 

Contact Us:  
4306 132nd St. SE Mill Creek, WA 98012  

Phone: 425-337-5373  

Website: www.adventlutheran.net  

E-mail: churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Worship Schedule  
Online on YouTube - Search “Advent Lutheran Mill 
Creek” 
 

Advent Staff  
Pastor: Scott Postlewait,  

 pastor@adventlutheran.net  

Youth & Family Director:  Bryant Williams 

 cyfc@adventlutheran.net 

Choir Director/Accompanist: Kirsten Lysen 

 kjlysen@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Jennifer Schroeder  

 churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Visitation Pastor: G. Lee Kluth 

 kluthgl1969@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper: Kathy Wax 

 bookkeeper@adventlutheran.net 
 

Volunteers  

Church Council 

President/Admin:  Kim Hall 

Vice President:  Paul Polewko 

Secretary:  Sue Taylor 

Fellowship:  Suzanne Morgan 

Youth:  Spencer Noble 

Finance/Stewardship:  Tom Sweeney 

Social Justice/Outreach:  Carla Merisko 

Education:  Ken Krause 

Facilities:  Darcel Fogerty 

Worship:  Heather Coon 

Treasurer:  Karen Young 

Finance Secretary:  Carolyn Johnson 

churchcouncil@adventlutheran.net 

Coordinators 

Lay Pastoral Care Minister:  Jill Bossen 

 prayerrequests@adventlutheran.net 

Open Door Ministries Liaison:  Skip Jolley 

 barneyoat@comcast.net 

Financial Update 

(through February 28, 2021) 

Total Income            $87,678 

Total Expenses Incl Mtg Principal   86,070 

 Net Income (Loss)           $1,608 

 IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

+ For God to guide the congregation, council, and staff 
as we make plans for our worship and ministry when 
the threat of COVID-19 wanes; 

+ For those who are ill with COVID-19, and the hospital 
staff and medical personnel caring for them; 

+ For a quick and just distribution of the vaccine; 

+ For the families and friends of the 500,000+ who have 
died, and all who grieve loved ones and friends; 

+ For all those affected by the economic hardships, fam-
ily challenges, and social isolation of the pandemic; 

+ For our congregation, families, and friends, especially 
those most vulnerable; 

+ For all in need of healing; 

+ For wise leadership for our country and our world; 

+ For a healing of division in our society; 

+ For a new birth of justice and equality under the law. 

Weekly Emails 
To Subscribe to Advent’s weekly emails via MailChimp: 

http://eepurl.com/KE-aX 

 

Advent Voice 

is the monthly newsletter of Advent Lutheran Church 

The deadline for articles is the 20th of each month.   
Please submit articles, graphics, and photos to  

churchoffice@AdventLutheran.net 

Many activities are going on in the Advent Lutheran 

Church Garden of Giving this spring. There is a renewal 

of the garden with the new drip irrigation and new volun-

teers. These new volunteers are Merry Long, 

Jim Gallacher, and Kathy Tobin. These new volun-

teers, along with the rest of the hard working team are 

preparing your garden for planting. We are  removing the 

weeds, adding new compost, and increasing our mag-

ic fertilizer to beds. 

Soon the garden will be ready to plant and harvest the 

veggies for the Snohomish Food Bank. The rabbits have 

not been seen yet, but should make their appearance 

soon. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
http://eepurl.com/KE-aX
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It is a challenging time. We hear that from every direction, and we have for over a year now. But now, that 

challenge is beginning to change. We are beginning to move from the challenges of closing, staying isolated 

and missing our loved ones to the challenges of reopening and coming together in faith and fellowship.  

It is so good to bring you hope at coming together again. 

With vaccines becoming more available, and CDC and government guidance changing nearly weekly, we are 

moving and planning as well as we can. Please be patient and flexible. Your assistance is critical.  

Advent’s reopening task force has put together a survey focused on fellowship and worship. It will be released 

later this week. Please fill it out and hit submit. We need to have a good understanding of where your comfort 

level is, what events you would be interested in attending, how you plan to worship, and in what capacity you 

are able to help make it all happen.  

We are discussing ways to meet outdoors this summer and ways to worship (either indoor or outdoor) through 

summer and into fall. I know everyone is excited to see their friends again, to sing together in the sanctuary, to 

share a potluck meal and communion. All of this is being looked at and discussed.  

We are actively seeking a parttime Digital Media Specialist to guide us through continuing to offer a 

livestream option for those unable to attend worship in person. We are working with Prince of Peace to reopen 

the preschool in September.  

There is hope and excitement in planning. Each week we get closer and each week there are changes to con-

sider, so please understand that we are doing the best we can in as safe and quick a manner as possible. Your 

input is appreciated, and your help is needed. Please prayerfully consider the questions in the survey that will 

be sent out later this week, and how you may be of service to the Advent community. Can’t wait to see you in 

person!   

Blessings  

Kim Hall   

Women’s Ministry 
 
We hope that all who wish to receive covid vaccine shots will be able to have 
them before too long.  As those in charge continue to plan for Advent’s reo-
pening, we are also beginning to think about what a safe women’s ministry 
event might look like.  Watch for news about it in the coming months! 
 

 
 
Beyond the Book 
 
April’s book is The Girls of Atomic City by Denise Kieran.  We will meet virtually on April 
14 at 7:00 to discuss and would love have you join us!  Send Beth (bethschneidler@mac.com) 
your name and email address by the 12th if you are interested. 

    

mailto:bethschneidler@mac.com
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Like many of you, I have spent the last year reading books on racism and recognizing my biases, attending 

panel discussions with church leaders and persons of color, taking part in webinars and Zoom classes across 

our church and community. It can seem pretty overwhelming at times. I would like to create a Diversity & 

Justice Work Group at Advent. My vision for this group is to determine how to provide opportunities for dis-

cussion and living out what Jesus has called us to do for His people.  

   

If you are interested please let me know and I will get a meeting scheduled in mid to late April. If you have 

any questions please call or email me. Jill Bossen jrbossen@comcast.net or 425-218-6696.  

   

Save the Date  

Did you know? Have you heard? Kirsten, our Music Director, and 

her husband Chris are expecting a baby in mid-July.  We are 

thrilled for them and are planning a virtual baby shower early this 

summer. More details to come. If you have questions please con-

tact Jill Bossen, jrbossen@comcast.net or 425-218-6696.  

 

Happy 1st Birthday!  
   

HARLOW LOUELLA WILLIAMS  
   

The daughter of (our Youth and Family Director) Bryant and Stina Williams will      

celebrate her first birthday on April 29th, 2021!    

Our Advent family could not celebrate her birth with a shower due to Covid-19.   

To celebrate Harlow's first birthday, we invite you to join us in contributing 

$5.00 each to be presented to her parents in honor of her birth.   

Checks can be made payable to Advent with a memo:  Williams' Baby Shower   

Cash can be left in the church office with a memo:  HARLOW  

Donations can be left at any upcoming donation/drive-through event.  

   
ALL GIFTS SHOULD BE COLLECTED BY APRIL 18TH 

mailto:jrbossen@comcast.net
mailto:jrbossen@comcast.net


The Bishop’s Article from the April 2021 edition of The Spirit 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee -  NW Washington Synod, ELCA 
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There is a cave in Kentucky called Mammoth Cave. When you first enter, it appears quite empty of 
life. Dark, quiet, dank, barren.  

And yet … and yet … 

Like many caves, first impressions can be deceiving. You see, over 200 animals live in Mammoth Cave. Animals that 
range from raccoons and other small creatures who accidentally venture into the cave and cannot figure out how to return 
to the outside, to animals who deliberately live both inside and outside of the cave, to forty-two species of troglobites - 
animals adapted exclusively to life in the darkness.  Amid seeming emptiness, life is abundant. 

If one were to drive by most of our church buildings, parking lots would be empty and the doors would be locked. A cas-
ual observer might say, “That church is empty. Nothing is happening there.” 

   And yet … and yet … 

First impressions can be deceiving. There is a lot of life happening in congregations and ministry sites. There are people 
who have joined communities of faith in our synod that, for various reasons, would never have entered the doors of a 
church building. They have become part of the community through online worship – even if they live thousands of miles 
away. There are people who were a part of the church community for years – but because of work schedules or health 
issues or mobility concerns – they had faded away. Now they are coming each week as they re-connect. And there are 
people who have never left. They continue to foster relationships, enjoy serving in the community of the church, and 
who are faithful to the tasks that are required to keep churches functioning. 

We have groups in many churches that are working with other organizations to help feed, clothe, teach, and be with peo-
ple in the neighborhoods. We have those who are having sometimes uncomfortable (but always fruitful) conversations 
about what it means to be faithful in this time and place. We have many who are visiting and calling the sick and the dis-
pirited.  

Fundamentally, together we are living into the good news of Jesus and journeying together in the Spirit as we are Church 
in the world.  Amid seeming emptiness, life is abundant. 

Listen to these words from the first Easter, “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him!’ (John 20:1-2) 

Mary looked into that tomb and saw only lifelessness and she despaired. She peered into the shadows and felt, deep in 
her bones, the darkness of sorrow, abandonment, disappointment, grief, heartache, and pain. She had gone searching for 
something, someone, and she came away with nothing. 

  And yet … and yet … 

Jesus had risen. Jesus, scars and all, was going to meet her in the garden. In a few hours Jesus would call Mary’s name 
and assure her of his love. Jesus would come to the disciples and breathe on them – giving them peace and asking them 
to, “Feed his sheep.” And they would. Amid seeming emptiness, life is abundant. 

Dear Beloveds, this last year has felt somewhat like we were living in a cave. We have been confined, somewhat lost, 
weary, and wondering where the new life is. We have stumbled on rocks and fallen in despair. 

  And yet … and yet … 

We trust that soon we will be gathering in-person together. Soon we will be beyond this pandemic. Soon life will not 
“return to normal” but instead will move forward as we live God’s calling of loving God and loving neighbor. 

We know this because we are a resurrection people. Out of death comes life. We place our trust in our risen Savior who 
died and is raised again. Amid seeming emptiness, life is abundant in Christ Jesus our risen Savior. 

And we all proclaim: Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 
+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
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Looking for a way to engage your kids at 

home with the lessons we hear during 

worship? Well we have the tools to help 

you out! Each week we post activity, color-

ing and family discussion pages on our 

website. You can also find a Sunday School 

video posted on our YouTube page and on 

our website as well. 

While we cannot wait until we can come 

back together, we hope these tools are 

helpful and engaging for your entire fami-

ly. 

Youth Group HYBRID 

Sundays @ 7pm  

Fellowship Hall/Your House 

We are continuing to switch back and forth 
each week between In-Person and Zoom 
meetings. Here is our upcoming schedule for 
March. We hope you will bring your mask and 
join us! 

April 4  - No YG         April 25 - No YG  

April 11 - Zoom          May 2  - No YG 

April 18 - In Person  May 9 -  No YG                        
       (Mom’s Day) 

(Bryant is on Family Leave April 19 - May 3) 

Thank you for your support through our Easter Fundraisers! 
  Thanks to your orders and your wonderful donations, we have raised over $1000 to help 

send our high school students to Camp Lutherwood this summer.  We hope the flowers and 

Easter eggs were enjoyed by all those who received them! 

  You can still donate to our upcoming summer adventures by sending in donations to “High 

School Summer Trip.” Your donations help make it possible for all students to be a part of 

our summer adventures.  It is because of those generous donations we can welcome all stu-

dents to join at little cost to them. 

Coffee Wednesdays enjoys the SUNSHINE 

Wednesdays | 2:30ish-4ish PM | Advent Firepit 

With in-person schooling starting back up for all our districts we 

are moving the time for Coffee Wednesday back!  

Join us every Wednesday for a chance to enjoy the weather, 

throw around a frisbee or kick a soccer ball, and just enjoy some fellowship before going off to 

work on homework or off to practice.  We will always have some sorts of snacks for you to en-

joy.  As always, masks are still required and there will be plenty of hand sanitizer available. 

Sunday School  

at Home Resources 



4306 132nd Street S.E. 
Mill Creek, WA  98012 

www.adventlutheran.net 
425-337-5373 

Follow us on  
Facebook  

 VOICE 

ADVENT’S LIBRARY 
 
We continue to ask you to 
refrain from donating 
books at this time.  The 
library is being reor-
ganized and we hope to 
have more space soon.  

We did get some new additions from another pastor 
and the list of new titles will be available soon.  
Thank you! 

ADVENT’S FREE LITTLE PANTRY                 

AND LIBRARY 

Thank you to all who have brought in donations 
to keep our pantry feeding hungry folks in our 
community!  We continue to need shampoo, bar 
soap, canned tuna, 
chicken, cereal, 
fruit and vegeta-
bles, pasta, and 
shelf stable milk.  
Your help makes it 
happen! 
 


