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Stay connected with Advent 

during this time of social dis-

tancing! 

 

We will post our Sunday wor-

ship on YouTube and our 

website.    

Use this link to get to our 

channel.  (or just go to 

YouTube.com and search for 

"Advent Lutheran Church of 

Mill Creek")   

 

We will also post a link to the 

service on our website, 

www.adventlutheran.net.    

 

 

Youth News 

Pg. 5 

Pastor’s Message 

Pg. 4 

 

 

Holy Week in a time of Pandemic 
 
We are looking at a celebration of the most important days of the church year 
without the ability to come together. There will be no public washing of hands. 
No removing all the altar cloths.  No service of shadows where the lights are 
slowly dimmed. No Easter acclamation. No music swelling in joyful sound as we 
sing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today!” 
 

It may not seem like Easter, but it didn’t seem like Easter for the followers of Jesus 
who were with him on the night in which he was betrayed. It didn’t seem like   
Easter when lives were on the line and only the women could dare go out in public. 
It didn’t seem like Easter, gathered in fear in the upper room – and even when Jesus 
did appear, there was fear and confusion. 
 

So maybe this year will be more like that first Easter. Maybe we will discover 
something more important about these three days, about a world deeply mired in 
brokenness and a God who comes to embrace it.  A profound and wondrous story 
of perfect love lived completely. 
 

Palm Sunday — Join us for a vehicle palm procession at 9:30, from Lowe’s     
parking lot to Advent.  Worship will be online on our YouTube channel.  “Palms” 
will be distributed via email. 
Maundy Thursday — We’ll be “setting the table” starting Monday of Holy Week, 
with recipes and daily Bible readings, finishing with online worship on Thursday. 
Good Friday — An online musical Good Friday devotion.  Also, join online for a 
Synod wide Good Friday worship service with the Seven Last Words of Jesus.   
Easter Vigil for Holy Saturday — again, we’ll join online with a synod wide  
Easter Vigil worship service 
Easter Sunday — Our Easter Worship Service will be online on our YouTube 
channel.  There will also be a Synod wide Worship with Bishop Shelley Bryan-
Wee preaching.  And be sure to drive by to see the Easter flowers decorating the 
entrance to the Sanctuary.  (pick up your flowers between 10:00-11:00 on Easter 
morning, using our drive thru) 
 

Collectively, in our own places, we will proclaim that Christ is risen!  Christ is   
risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Stay Connected 

with Advent! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
http://www.adventlutheran.net
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PASTOR 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR 

 
“…he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.” 
 —Luke 9:2 
 
Nothing is more central to the work of Jesus than healing.  
 
After being tempted in the desert, Luke’s Gospel has Jesus begin his ministry with his sermon in Nazareth, 
declaring the year of God’s favor.  Jesus then goes to the synagogue in Capernaum where he heals a man pos-
sessed by an evil spirit.  From there, he crosses the street to Peter’s house to heal Peter’s mother-in-law.  At 
sabbath’s end, the whole town brings their sick: 
“As the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various kinds of diseases brought them to 
him; and he laid his hands on each of them and cured them.”  (Luke 4:40) 
 
After calling Peter and Andrew, James and John, from their nets, Jesus touches and heals a leper.  He heals the 
paralyzed man whose friends let him down through the roof.  He heals a man with a withered hand.  He heals 
the centurion’s slave.  He restores life to the son of the widow of Nain. 
 
When the disciples of John the Baptist come asking if Jesus is the Messiah, he answers:   
“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard:  the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to them.”  (Luke 7:22) 
 
Healing lies at the center of Jesus’ work.  These are not demonstrations of power, but demonstrations of the 
heart of God.   
 
These are not “miracles,” but signs of God’s compassion.  They point to the healing of the whole world in that 
day when the Spirit of God governs every heart.  Eyes shall be opened.  Hearts shall be opened.  Hearts shall 
be opened.  Graves shall be opened. 
 
Suffering may be our human lot, but it is not our destiny.  We were not born to distress, but to live in loving 
community, joyful work, and peace with God. 
 
This is going to be a much different Holy Week and Easter than we have ever experienced before.  But the 
truth and promise of Easter feels somehow more pertinent, more timely. 
 
Those who have seen the work of Christ and heard the promise of Easter are sent to announce God’s reign.  
We are commissioned to herald God’s governance of every human heart, to bear witness to God’s work to re-
store the broken relationship between us and the divine.  We are sent as healers in the world, agents of an eter-
nal mercy and redemption. 
 
Glad to be on the journey with you, 
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Making the Love of Christ Known 

 

Advent Voice 

is the monthly newsletter of Advent Lutheran Church 

The deadline for articles is the 20th of each month.   
Please submit articles, graphics, and photos to  

churchoffice@AdventLutheran.net 

To subscribe to the weekly email: 

 

Advent Lutheran Church 

Contact Us:  
4306 132nd St. SE Mill Creek, WA 98012  

Phone: 425-337-5373  

Website: www.adventlutheran.net  

E-mail: churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Worship Schedule  
Online on YouTube 

 

Advent Staff:  
Pastor: Scott Postlewait,  

 pastor@adventlutheran.net  

Youth & Family Director:  Bryant Williams 

 cyfc@adventlutheran.net 

Visitation Pastor: G. Lee Kluth 

 kluthgl1969@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Jennifer Schroeder  

 churchoffice@adventlutheran.net  

Choir Director/Accompanist: Kirsten Lysen 

 kjlysen@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper: Kathy Wax 

 bookkeeper@adventlutheran.net 

Lay Pastoral Care Minister:  Jill Bossen 

 prayerrequests@adventlutheran.net 

Open Door Ministries Liaison:  Skip Jolley 

 barneyoat@comcast.net 

 

Church Council:  
Kim Hall—President/Admin 

Paul Polewko—Vice President 

Heather Coon—Secretary 

Suzanne Morgan—Fellowship  

Cari Krippner—Worship 

Sue Taylor—Youth 

Tom Sweeney—Finance/Stewardship 

Carla Merisko—Social Justice/Outreach 

Ken Krause—Education 

George Howard—Facilities/Columbarium 

Karen Young—Treasurer 

Carolyn Johnson—Finance Secretary 

churchcouncil@adventlutheran.net 

Volunteer Sunday School Coordinator: 
Diane Krause  sundayschool@adventlutheran.net  

Financial Update 

(through February 29, 2020) 

Total Income              $70,844 

Total Expenses Incl Mtg Principal     83,028 

 Net Income            ($12,184)    

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

+ For wise leadership for our country and our world 

+For God to guide those seeking vaccines and cures 

+For God to protect and sustain health care workers and 
first responders 

+For God to silence falsehood and deceit 

+For God to use this moment to lead the world to better 
paths of mercy and justice 

+For God to guard and keep our congregation, families, 
and friend, especially those vulnerable 

+For God to guide our council as they make decisions 

+For God to support and inspire our staff as they adapt to 
new forms of ministry 

+For God to lead and guide our online worship services, 
that they might give comfort and hope for us in this 
time 

+For those who grieve, especially the family of Jack Hen-
ninger 

+For those with special health concerns and other special 
needs 

Stewardship Corner 

Thank you for your generosity. 

We are blessed with your thoughtful and generous sup-

port.  People are mailing in their offerings, logging onto 

the website to donate online (www.adventlutheran.net), 

and maintaining their bank bill pay and automatic trans-

firs. 

Thank you for your generosity and your support. 

Our mailing address: 
Advent Lutheran Church 
4306 132nd St SE 
Mill Creek, WA  98012 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTs6eRWbk3bqSmkANcqFF_g
http://www.adventlutheran.net
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5th Tuesday Conversation 

With all that we are dealing with 

currently and the closure of the 

Advent campus, our March Con-

versation has been cancelled. 

Since we only meet every three 

months approximately, we will plan on getting to-

gether again on Tuesday, June 30 at 6:30 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. We will continue to look at what 

2020 looks like, how we would like to move for-

ward. Thank you for your understanding and sup-

port of our conversations. Be writing down your 

ideas and plans for what comes next. Blessings and 

prayers.  

4 

The Advent Lutheran Church’s Garden of Giving is 

preparing our garden for another season using social 

distancing.  We have removed all coffee bags from 

the rows and raised beds, said good-bye to all weeds 

from the garden.  Compost has been ordered, secret 

fertilizer is ready to be spread, and soon the seeds 

will be planted.  You are welcome to our garden any-

time to watch our progress. 

We were glad to have high-schooler, Abby Varghe-

se, helping  in our garden.  She removed the large 

tarp from the old tomato patch, and weeded the 

whole area.  When she was done with that chore, she 

loaded wheelbarrow after wheelbarrow of chips 

around the garden. 

If you would like to help in the garden, there is a 

chore list by the shed.  Sign the Log-in book and 

have fun playing in the dirt.  Any questions, call 

Sandy Barrett, 360-393-5667 or email her at 

gronquist@frontier.com. 

Centering Prayer 

Until further notice, the Centering Prayer group will 

be meeting in their individual homes at 7:00pm on 

Monday evenings.  We will spend 20 minutes in si-

lence.  Anyone is welcome to sit with us and gain the 

peace that comes with meditation.  The following 

was shared by one of our members last week.  Com-

fort in these troublesome times. 

Love Does That 

All day long a little burro labors, sometimes 

with heavy loads on her back and sometimes just 
with worries 

about things that bother only burrows. 

And worries, as we know, can be more exhausting 

than physical labor. 

Once in a while a kind monk comes 

to her stable and brings a pear, 

but more than that, 

he looks into the burro’s eyes and touches her ears 

and for a few seconds the burro is free and even 
seems to laugh, 

because love does that. 

Love frees. 

 Meister Eckhart 
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Easter Flowers Pick-Up - Easter Sunday, 10-11am 

Thank you for your Easter Flower orders, and your support of Youth and Family Ministry at Advent.  

Even though we do not get to worship in-person on Easter Sunday, we will use these flowers to create a 

beautiful display in front of the Sanctuary on Easter morning, proclaiming to the whole community and 

neighborhood that Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia, alleluia! 

Take a Sunday morning drive to see the display!  We will 

have a drive-thru pickup of flowers from 10:00am—

11:00am. 

Your flowers will be grouped together with your name.  

Please have one person from your car pick up your flow-

ers.  Staff will be on hand to assist if needed, and also to 

help proclaim that Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Thanks again for your support of Youth and Family Minis-

try of our community and congregation! 

 

Zoom High School Youth Group 

Sundays from 7-8pm—ONLINE 

 

We are continuing to protect the vulnera-

ble and try to make our world a little 

healthier each day.  As part of this, Youth 

Group is meeting online, as a way for us 

to connect with each other and enjoy a 

different style of community. 

We will have check-ins, games, devotions, 

and just a great chance to talk with each 

other as we all get through this together. 

If you haven’t been getting our Zoom invi-

tations please email Bryant at 

cyfc@adventlutheran.net 

We will see you on Sunday evenings! 

Coffee Wednesday is now on 

YouTube! 

 

You can now join in on the fun of Coffee Wednesday 

with Bryant through YouTube and YouTube Live.  

Each week Bryant will post a new video where he an-

swers a question of the week and has some fun while 

enjoying plenty of coffee. 

Also, from 3-4pm each Wednesday, Bryant will come 

onto YouTube live where he will drink coffee, color pic-

tures, and answer any questions he is sent that day, as 

well as random questions from the “Random Question 

Bucket.” 

As with Bryant’s live Coffee Wednesdays, anyone is wel-

come to join the livestream. 

Click on this link or go online, search for Coffee 

Wednesday with Bryant, and subscribe to keep up with 

everything happening on Coffee 

Wednesdays. 

mailto:cyfc@adventlutheran.net
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Jru4QUPR92mJRInNogRgg
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The Bishop’s Article from the April 2020 edition of The Spirit 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee - NW Washington Synod, ELCA 

Today I am pondering Jesus’ encounter with the woman at the well (John 4:5-42) and 
(because I can’t seem to not think about it) coronavirus (COVID-19).   

As I reflect on the story of this woman coming to get water in the middle of the day – a 
time when no one else but her was at the well, in a space that did not feel like communi-
ty to her but rather a place of dis-community, living in a place of discomfort and, I imag-
ine, loneliness – I also think of the circumstances we are in today. What does it mean to 

have baptismal fonts empty of water and no community gatherings? What does it mean that so many are feel-
ing alone, fearful and anxious? What does it mean to have your life disrupted, your schedule changed, your 
future unknown?  

In all my years as pastor, I have never canceled Sunday worship. When I was elected a few months ago, it 
never occurred to me that I would need to wrestle with questions regarding a pandemic. I never thought that I 
would recommend closing down buildings and worshipping by electronic means. This is a strange time.   

And, sadly, because of anxiousness and fear, people can succumb to their own concerns and forget all about 
loving God and loving neighbor. When I went into Costco a few days ago and saw the hordes of people cram-
ming their carts full of food, toilet paper and bottled water (why bottled water? Isn’t our water fine?), fighting 
over the last hand sanitizer, I worry for us as a people. When companies choose to gouge prices for soap or 
other needed items, I am concerned. When people snatch up masks and gloves while the medical community – 
who are on the front lines – have to go without because these items are unavailable, I am appalled. When one 
group of people start pointing at other groups of people and shouting, “You are to blame! You brought this 
plague to us!” I am horrified.    

It would seem that in this time we have a choice. We could retreat into our safety zones and sever connections. 
We could only think of ourselves and not worry about another. We could ostracize one or more people and 
cling only to those closest to us. We could hoard and stockpile.  

Or … we could be the church.   

I am drawn to the words of Martin Luther regarding actions in the midst of a pandemic. In 1527, ten years af-
ter Luther published his 95 theses, the plague raged in his home of Wittenberg. Many students and professors 
at the University of Wittenberg left. And Luther did not condemn those who left. He understood their leaving.  

But Luther and his wife Katharina (who was pregnant) stayed. And, in fact, they took in the sick into their 
home. This is what Luther wrote regarding his staying:  

Yes, no one should dare leave his neighbor unless there are others who will take care of the sick in 
their stead and nurse them. In such cases we must respect the word of Christ, “I was sick and you did 
not visit me …” [Matt. 25:41–46]. According to this passage we are bound to each other in such a way 
that no one may forsake the other in his distress but is obliged to assist and help him as he himself 
would like to be helped. [Whether One May Flee from a Deadly Plague]  

Elsewhere in this tract Luther says to not be foolhardy, so keep that in mind, too. But even with that, I am in 
awe of Martin and Katharina Luther on their actions.    

In this time, when society is telling us to hoard and blame, Jesus calls us to another way. Jesus calls us to form 
Holy Community always – even when it looks different than it has from the past. Jesus calls us to open our 
arms to the other. Jesus calls us to consider those who need food or shelter or companionship during this time. 
I believe Jesus is even calling us to not gather because of the most vulnerable among us. If you would like 
some concrete suggestions, please go to the page devoted to COVID-19 information. www.lutheransnw.org/
covid-19   

Continued on the next page 

http://www.lutheransnw.org/covid-19
http://www.lutheransnw.org/covid-19
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FH = Fellowship Hall 

Beyond the Book 

The Beyond the Book club will not meet in April but please read “Talking to Strangers” by 

Malcolm Gladwell in preparation for whenever we do meet!  It’s a good time to find a 

good book for some escapism and I can recommend “The Water Dancer” by Coates - it’s 

excellent!  If you have a kindle, you may want to download it.  

Library News 

Once we are able to move about more freely and safely, consider visiting our Advent li-

brary.  We have many good books that speak to hard times.  Biographies that inspire,   

Bible commentaries and other aids for study, books of comfort in hard times and books to 

take us away to other times and places.  Be sure to sign them out and to wash your hands 

thoroughly before and after you use them.  

The Women’s Ministry group is busy planning events for the future!  Put 

November 21st on your calendar for our Fall Women’s Ministry Event.  We are 

also working on a weekend retreat for spring of 2021.  Stay tuned for more in-

formation on both.  When you next visit Advent, check out the poster on the bulletin board in the Fellowship 

hall for photos of our tea in February.  We’re so grateful that it happened before the virus outbreak here.  So 

many good memories!  

To go back to Jesus and the woman at the well: We don’t know much about this woman. We don’t know why 
she was ostracized. Maybe the five husbands? Maybe living with one who was not her husband? I don’t 
know. But this is what I do know. Jesus did not continue her self-isolation, her loneliness, her exclusion. For 
you see, what started as a simple request for water, ended with this woman gathering the community around 
her as they all rush toward the living water of Jesus.   

I am envisioning a great rush to the waters and the table when this quarantine is done. I am anticipating hugs 
and handshakes and peace exchanged when we can be together as community again. But for now … we are 
the church. And this means doing what we are always called to do – loving God and loving our neighbor in all 
of the different ways that we can in this world.  

And be of good cheer and peace. For we are a faithful people. We are a resurrection people. And we know 
that God is here with us and holding us. All will be well, faithful beloveds.   

In the Hope of the Risen Christ,  

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

Christ in Our Home Devotional Booklets 

Do you enjoy the Christ in our Home devotional booklets?  We are not able to distribute the book-

lets at this time, but you can now access the Devotional Booklet online for no charge.  Click 

HERE to subscribe.  

https://go.augsburgfortress.org/christ-in-our-home-email-subscription?utm_campaign=AF%20Subscription%20Devotionals&utm_content=122713140&utm_mediuhttps://go.augsburgfortress.org/christ-in-our-home-email-subscription?utm_campaign=AF%20Subscription%20Devotio
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NEW CHURCH    

PHOTO DIRECTORY   

Lifetouch has decided to 

temporarily pause their 

Church Photography operations.  We have resched-

uled for September 23-26 and October 1-3.  Sign up’s 

will be available in a few months. 

 


